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Introduction: Discerning Truth: The Battle for Faith in a World of False 

Light 

Have you ever found yourself questioning what you once believed? Have you noticed how, 

when you take a step back, the world looks different—almost as if unseen forces are 

shaping it? Biblical scripture has a way of drawing us back to what we may have once 

overlooked, reminding us that God’s word is not just an ancient text but a living, breathing 

truth with profound relevance. For me, curiosity about God’s word is what keeps me 

grounded, reinforcing that faith is not just a passive belief but an active pursuit of truth. 

●​ Ephesians 6:11-13 King James Version (KJV) serves as a powerful reminder of 

this reality: 

"Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in 

high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand." 

This passage makes it clear: there is a battle beyond what we see, one that is not fought 

with physical weapons but with spiritual discernment. It is in recognizing this battle that the 

truth of Christ’s salvation becomes even more vital. But in this fight, not everything that 

appears righteous is truly of God. 

This brings us to a crucial question: How can we discern between true faith and a 

counterfeit? How can we recognize when something that seems like light is actually leading 

people astray? One of the greatest threats to the church today is not blatant opposition, 

but deception from within. Figures like Paula White-Cain are prime examples of this. As a 

self-proclaimed spiritual advisor and prosperity gospel preacher, she twists scripture to fit a 

narrative of material wealth and personal gain—one that directly contradicts the teachings 

of Christ. The prosperity gospel she promotes is not the gospel of Jesus, but a distortion 

that prioritizes earthly success over spiritual truth. 
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This piece will examine how spiritual deception operates, how false teachers like Paula 

White-Cain mislead believers, and why it is essential to arm ourselves with the true word of 

God. I invite you to reflect on these questions as we navigate the difference between the 

true light of Christ and the false light that seeks to dim our faith. 

Paula White-Cain: Trump’s Longtime Spiritual Advisor and Her Rise to 

the White House 

Paula White-Cain’s connection with Donald Trump began in the early 2000s when Trump, 

after watching her television sermons, reached out to her (Wikipedia). Over time, their 

relationship grew, and she became one of his key spiritual advisors. By 2016, White-Cain 

had taken on a formal role in Trump’s presidential campaign, serving as the chair of his 

evangelical advisory board. Her influence continued into his presidency, as she delivered 

the invocation at his inauguration on January 20, 2017, making history as the first female 

clergy member to do so (Wikipedia). 

In November 2019, Trump appointed White-Cain as a special advisor to the Faith and 

Opportunity Initiative within the Office of Public Liaison (Wikipedia). Following Trump’s 

re-election, she was named a senior advisor and special government employee in February 

2025 within the newly established White House Faith Office (WhiteHouse.gov). 

Her rise to these influential positions highlights Trump’s long-standing regard for her as his 

personal pastor and spiritual advisor—a relationship that has endured for over two 

decades. 

The White House Faith Office: A Platform for Service or a Stage for False 

Teaching? 

The White House Faith and Opportunity Initiative is an important advisory office that helps 

shape policies related to religious communities, faith-based organizations, and social 

initiatives. This office serves as a bridge between the government and faith-based groups, 

ensuring that religious organizations can play a role in addressing social issues such as 

poverty, addiction recovery, and community support. The person leading or advising this 
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office should be someone who upholds sound Biblical principles, and prioritizes faith’s role 

in service to the nation rather than self-promotion. 

Paula White-Cain was appointed as an advisor to this office during the Trump 

administration, a decision that was highly controversial. White-Cain is a well-known 

proponent of the prosperity gospel, a doctrine that teaches that faith is a means to 

material wealth and personal success. This ideology contradicts core biblical teachings 

about humility, sacrifice, and the dangers of worldly riches.  

●​ 1 Timothy 6:10 in the King James Version (KJV): 

"For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they 

have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows." 

Many theologians and Christian leaders have criticized her teachings as misleading, arguing 

that they distort the gospel’s true message of salvation and selflessness. 

Her appointment raised concerns about whether she was the right person to represent 

and influence faith-based initiatives at a national level. Instead of reinforcing biblical truth 

and advocating for spiritual integrity, her leadership risked promoting a version of 

Christianity that prioritizes personal gain over faithfulness to God’s word. If the goal of the 

Faith and Opportunity Initiative is to encourage faith-based organizations to serve the 

common good, then it is crucial that its leaders exemplify sound doctrine and genuine 

commitment to biblical principles—qualities many believe White-Cain lacks. 

In the context of this opinion piece, her role serves as an example of how false teachers 

can be elevated to positions of influence, making it even more important for believers to 

discern truth from deception. The presence of figures like Paula White-Cain in such roles is 

a reminder that not everything labeled "Christian" aligns with Christ’s teachings, and it is 

the responsibility of the faithful to stay vigilant in seeking biblical truth. 

Paula White-Cain and the Deception of False Light: A Biblical Warning 

Against Tarot and False Teachings 
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The image at the top of this opinion piece was created with deliberate intent. Allow me to 

explain: Paula White-Cain’s portrayal as the High Priestess in tarot serves as a stark 

reminder of the dangers of spiritual deception. Just as tarot cards claim to offer hidden 

wisdom and divine insight outside of God’s word, White-Cain promotes a false gospel that 

twists biblical truth for personal gain. Her teachings, particularly those associated with the 

prosperity gospel, mirror the deception inherent in tarot readings—promising blessings, 

wealth, and success in ways that contradict Scripture. 

1. The High Priestess: A False Gatekeeper of Spiritual Truth 

In tarot, the High Priestess is a mystical figure who serves as the gatekeeper between 

the seen and unseen realms, holding secret knowledge that only she can interpret. 

Similarly, Paula White-Cain has positioned herself as a spiritual authority within the White 

House, acting as a gatekeeper to faith-based advisement for Donald Trump and his 

administration and this nation. However, much like tarot cards, her wisdom does not 

come from God’s word but from a distorted version of it. 

The Bible warns against self-appointed spiritual leaders who claim to have secret 

revelations but mislead others: 

●​ Colossians 2:8 in the King James Version (KJV): 

"Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 

men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ." 

White-Cain’s prosperity gospel preaches a version of Christianity that relies on wealth 

and personal success rather than faith, humility, and submission to God’s will—aligning 

her more with worldly spiritualism than biblical truth. 

2. Divination, False Prophecies, and the Prosperity Gospel 

Tarot readings claim to provide insight into the future and spiritual enlightenment outside 

of God’s revelation. This is exactly what false prophets and prosperity preachers like 

Paula White-Cain do—they make grand promises of wealth, success, and divine favor, 

despite the Bible’s clear warnings against such deception. 
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●​ Jeremiah 23:16 in the King James Version (KJV): 

"Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy 

unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the 

mouth of the Lord." 

White-Cain has made false prophetic claims, including declaring victory for Trump’s 

reelection before it happened and teaching that financial giving to her ministry will 

unlock supernatural blessings. These tactics manipulate faith in the same way tarot 

does—by offering a false sense of spiritual control over one’s destiny rather than trusting 

in God’s sovereignty. 

3. Mixing Christianity with Mysticism and Occult-Like Teachings 

White-Cain’s teachings blur the lines between Christianity and occult-like practices, 

similar to tarot. She has been known to invoke “angels from Africa” to intervene in 

elections, speak of supernatural financial transactions, and promote a 

name-it-and-claim-it theology, all of which are more akin to mystical divination than 

biblical Christianity. 

The Bible warns against such spiritual distortions: 

●​ 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 in the King James Version (KJV): 

"For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles 

of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 

Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 

righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works." 

Just as tarot cards disguise fortune-telling as spiritual wisdom, White-Cain disguises 

self-serving theology as biblical truth—but both lead people away from God rather 

than toward Him. 

4. The White House as a Platform for False Doctrine 

Paula White-Cain’s appointment to the White House Faith and Opportunity Initiative 

gave her a position of influence that extended beyond the church and into government. 
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As a spiritual advisor to President Trump, she became a gatekeeper for religious 

counsel, determining which faith leaders gained access to the administration. However, 

instead of using this platform to promote biblical truth, she spread a false gospel that 

merged faith with political power and personal prosperity. 

The Bible warns that those in positions of spiritual influence will be held accountable: 

●​ Matthew 7:15-16 in the King James Version (KJV): 

"Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 

ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits." 

Her rise to power mirrors the danger of the High Priestess in tarot—a figure who 

claims to have divine knowledge but ultimately obscures truth, leading others into 

deception. 

Conclusion: Discerning True Biblical Leadership from False Light 

Paula White-Cain serves as a modern example of spiritual deception, much like tarot 

readings that offer false promises of knowledge and guidance outside of God’s word. 

Whether through her prosperity gospel, false prophecies, or misuse of spiritual 

authority in politics, her teachings stray far from biblical Christianity. 

As believers, we must be vigilant in recognizing false teachers who act as spiritual 

gatekeepers, distorting the message of Christ for personal or political gain. Just as the 

Bible warns against tarot, divination, and false prophets, it also warns against leaders 

like White-Cain, who disguise deception as divine insight. 

Instead of looking to worldly mysticism or self-proclaimed prophets, Christians are 

called to seek wisdom directly from God through His word, trusting in scripture alone 

as the foundation of truth. 
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