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Paula White-Cain: A Controversial Religious Figure in 

Politics 

Paula White-Cain, a longtime spiritual advisor to former President Donald Trump, has once 

again taken a prominent position within the White House. Following Trump’s return to 

office in 2025, White-Cain was named Senior Advisor to the newly established White House 

Faith Office, a move that has sparked both support and criticism within religious and 

political circles. 

A well-known televangelist and proponent of the prosperity gospel, White-Cain has been a 

key religious figure in Trump’s inner circle for over two decades. She first gained national 

attention in the early 2000s after Trump reportedly saw her television sermons and 

reached out to her (Wikipedia). Over the years, her influence expanded, leading to an 

official role as Chair of Trump’s Evangelical Advisory Board during his 2016 presidential 

campaign. 

In 2017, she made history as the first female clergy member to deliver the invocation at a 

U.S. presidential inauguration (NPR). By 2019, she was appointed as Special Advisor to the 

Faith and Opportunity Initiative, a position she maintained throughout Trump’s presidency. 

With her recent promotion in 2025, she now holds an even greater role in shaping religious 

policy and outreach at the federal level (White House). 

The White House Faith Office: Policy Influence and 

Concerns 

The White House Faith and Opportunity Initiative, originally introduced during George W. 

Bush’s administration and restructured under Trump, was designed to facilitate 

partnerships between religious organizations and the federal government. The office 

focuses on faith-based initiatives related to poverty, addiction recovery, and community 

services, among other social issues. 
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However, White-Cain’s appointment to a leadership role within this office has reignited 

debates about the separation of church and state and whether her teachings align with the 

principles of mainstream Christian theology. Many critics argue that her promotion of the 

prosperity gospel, a doctrine that equates religious faith with financial and material 

success, contradicts traditional Christian teachings and raises ethical concerns about how 

faith is used in political spaces (Religion News Service). 

Prosperity Gospel and Its Political Implications 

White-Cain’s prosperity gospel message has long been a source of controversy. The 

doctrine suggests that financial success and good health are direct rewards for strong faith 

and charitable giving, often in the form of donations to specific ministries. Critics argue that 

this theology disproportionately targets vulnerable individuals, encouraging them to give 

money in hopes of receiving divine blessings (Christianity Today). 

While White-Cain’s supporters praise her charismatic leadership and ability to mobilize 

faith communities, others express concern that her close ties to the administration could 

blur the lines between religious influence and political decision-making. 

For instance, during Trump’s 2020 reelection campaign, White-Cain made headlines for 

publicly declaring that "angels from Africa" were coming to assist in securing Trump's 

victory, a statement widely criticized by religious leaders and fact-checkers alike (CNN). 

Despite this, she has remained a key figure in Trump’s religious outreach efforts. 

Criticism from Theological and Political Circles 

White-Cain’s appointment has drawn mixed reactions from theologians, political analysts, 

and members of the public. Many mainstream evangelical leaders have distanced 

themselves from her teachings, emphasizing that biblical faith should not be conflated with 

personal wealth or political power (Religion News Service). 
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Political analysts, meanwhile, question whether her role in the White House represents an 

overreach of religious influence in government affairs, particularly given the First 

Amendment’s Establishment Clause, which prohibits government endorsement of religion. 

Barry Lynn, former Executive Director of Americans United for Separation of Church and 

State, has criticized White-Cain’s influence, stating that her brand of faith-based politics 

raises concerns about using religious belief as a tool for political gain (Americans United). 

White House Response and Future Implications 

Despite the criticism, the Trump administration has defended White-Cain’s appointment, 

arguing that she brings valuable insight into faith-based policymaking. A White House 

spokesperson stated that the Faith and Opportunity Office is committed to working with 

religious organizations of all backgrounds to support community development initiatives 

and that White-Cain’s role is part of a broader strategy to engage faith-based communities 

in national policy discussions (White House). 

As the 2025 administration continues to take shape, White-Cain’s influence in shaping 

religious policies, federal funding for faith-based initiatives, and evangelical support for 

Trump will be closely watched. 

While some view her appointment as a positive step for faith-based community 

engagement, others caution that her presence in a government role could further polarize 

the intersection of religion and politics in the U.S. 

Conclusion 

Paula White-Cain’s position in the White House Faith Office is emblematic of the broader 

debate surrounding religion’s role in politics. As a polarizing figure, her advocacy of the 

prosperity gospel and her deep ties to the Trump administration ensure that her role will 

continue to be a subject of national discussion. 
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In a political landscape where faith and governance frequently intersect, the question 

remains: Does White-Cain’s appointment reflect an inclusive approach to faith-based policy, 

or does it signal a shift toward a more politically driven religious agenda? 
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