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O.T.T.S. President’s Message 

 

The months are sure flying by. The club picnic is coming up on July 14 and our chairman 

Ryan is out drumming up prizes. Speaking of prizes Ryan could use your help. If you 

have an item you might want to donate to the picnic prize pool such as old coins, jewelry, 

head phones, detector, finds bag... give Ryan a call (503) 989-0939.  

 

More on the Picnic. Signing up LATE for the picnic HUNT puts extra work and stress on 

Ryan and ADDED EXPENSE on you.  Hunt registration by May 28 is just $40 OTTS 

Member, $80' Non-member plus you have a free entry in a raffle for an Australian Kanga-

roo .999 silver round. After May 28 OTTS Member pay $50 and Non Members $90. 

 

Don’t Miss out sign up now. 

 

Meanwhile keep those detectors swinging. 

 

Happy hunting, 

 

Club President Rick Page 

rickpage2@comcast.net 
Announcements 

Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, May 28th, 2024 

Setup starts at 6:00 p.m. 

Meeting starts at: 7:00 p.m. 

Meeting location: 

American Legion Post 1 

1830 S.E. 122nd Ave. 

Portland, OR 97233 
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Meeting Minutes 

Minutes for meeting March 23, 2024 

Meeting called to order by at 7 PM by Rick Page 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Introduction of club officers and board members 

Meeting attended by 34 members and 3 guests 

Sean T was awarded a Kennedy Half for the member draw 

Carol U was not present for the member draw so another $ 1.00 in  silver was added to the pot 

4 members were present for their birthday month and each was presented a silver half dollar 

Ed V reported on the March club hunt 

Willy A and Kirk E redeemed OTTS club tokens for a silver dime 

Rick P talked about the club arrangement that we have with American Legion whereas if a club member joins 

we get a break on our monthly rent. See Scott H for details. 

Rick P  discussed the Find Of The Month and the advantages and club benefits associated with participation.   

Rick P reminded members of the new club raffle, a 2015 w "GOLD" merc dime proof 70.  Drawing to be held 

at the annual OTTS Club Picnic. 

Tickets for the drawing may be purchased at the May and June meetings or prior to the drawing at the picnic. 

Dan of Prospectors Treasure Trove informed members of a current sale offered by Minelab Metal Detectors.   

Other Meeting Information: 

Ongoing club fundraising includes collection of cans and bottles with deposits and 

washed pennies each month. The money is used for club activities clean pull tabs are 

collected and donated for scrap metal. 
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Next Meeting s Snack Volunteer(s): Sue & Rick and Laura & Jerry 



Meeting Raffle Results 
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Winners: 

Gold Coin 

1/10 oz Britannia         Mike J 

Silver 

1 oz silver Britannia Scott H. 

1 oz silver Britannia Scott H. 

1 oz silver Darth Vader Tim S.      

1 oz silver Kookaburra Larry W. 

Morgan   Sherrie B. 

FV 90% Silver Dollar Mike M. 

Mystery Envelope 

 1.  Ashley W. 

 2.  Ron B. 
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Find of the Month Results—January 2024 

Item of the Month 

Place Name  Item 

1 Jackie A Crotal Bell 

2 Kirk E Banana 

US Coin 

Place Name  Item 

1 Jackie A 1943 S Dime 

2 Harold V 1920 S Penny 

3 Ryan P  1934 P Dime 

Foreign Coin 

Place Name  Item 

1 Harold V 1645 Tung Boo Coin 

2 Jackie A 1954 India 1 anna/1950 Japan 

   1 yen 

3 Willy A Panama 5 Cinco 

Token 

Place Name  Item 

1 Jackie A Australian Bicentennial 

2 Harold V Ulysses Grant Token 

2 Kirk E  One day at a time token 

Gold Item 

Place Name  Item 

1 Willy A 9kt Gold chrysoprase ring 

Silver Item 

Place Name  Item 

1 Jackie A 925 Mexico Clown 

2 Kirk E  925 Israel pendent 

3 Harold V Vintage Sterling ring 

Jewelry     

Place Name  Item 

1 Willy A Purple ladies ring 

2 Harold V Religious bracelet 

3 Susan P Gold color ring 

Artifact     

Place Name  Item 

1 Ryan P 1900 Rose Festival souvenir 

2 Jackee A 1920 radiator cap 

3 Harold V watch 

Oldest US Coin  

Place Name  Item 

1 Harold V 1902 Indian Head Penny 

2 Ryan P  1906 Indian Head Penny 

3 Jackee A 1923 P wheat 

Most Valuable US Coin   

Place Name  Item 

1 Jackee A 1910 S Penny 

2 Ryan P 1958 Dime 

2 Willy A 1941 S Dime 

Display  

Place Name   

1 Harold V  

2 Jackee A  

3 Ryan P  

Best of the Best 

Name  Item 

Willy A Gold Ring 
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2024 Detectorist of the Year 

Standings 

Place Name  Points 

1 Jackee A 114 

2 Ryan P  82 

3 Harold V 79 

4 Willy A 61 

5 Kirk E  60 

6 Tim S  32 

7 Bill B  22 

8 Scott H 21 

9 Laura S 16 

10 Sean T  14 

11 Susan P 3 

12 Rick P  1 

12 Lorilee C 1 

12 Jeffery C 1 
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O.T.T.S. Monthly Club Hunt 

April 28, 2024  Location:  Orenco Nature Park and Orenco Elementary, Hillsboro, OR 

General Information: None 

Historical Information:  The Malcolm McDonald House still stands on the site, built in 1910 for the presi-

dent of the Oregon Nursery Company (Orenco). The jewel of Orenco, the company town that supported the 

nursery, the house has long been used as a community gathering place. 



Club Hunt Details 

Hunt Results: 

16 members and 2 guests turned out for a cloudy and cool April club hunt. Ryan hid 10 regular club tokens 

in the park and five special tokens.  

The club found some nice items in the park. Ashley and Lee found a gold ring. Harold found a silver ring. 

Ashley also found a 1919 wheat penny at the school which also won the oldest coin. The club also found 

some foreign coins, tokens and costume jewelry. 

At count out eight club tokens were turned in, and four of the special ones. Tim won a 1956 Washington 

Quarter. Richard won a .999 silver 1g bar. Nobody found the golden nickel and the 1911 Barber dime was 

randomly given away to Harold. Richard and Jeff found grab bag tokens and got to try their luck, they both 

pulled out 1g silver bars! Richard also got an Indian Head penny for coming in with the lowest point total. 

The other two club tokens are still in the park, they are good for a silver dime at any club meeting. Pull tabs 

were collected and will be donated to the American Legion. 

For the membership drawings, Scott and Dan won half dollars, Lee won a Standing Liberty quarter. 
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Total clad found: $15.70 

Trash collected: 24 lbs 

Next Club Hunt:  The next monthly club hunt is scheduled for 

Saturday, June 1. The meeting location will be announced soon, 

check the club calendar for updates. 

 We will start at 8am and count out at 12pm. Be at the meeting 

spot by 7:30am! 

Non-members are always welcome, and if you are not a mem-

ber we have a special prize for coming to check out the event. 

Year to Date Trash collected: 73 lbs 

All Hunts Trash collected: 1,340 lbs.  

Total School Trash: 343 lbs.  

Total Park Trash: 997 lbs.  

Top 6 winners: 

1) Harold 79 points 

2) Bill  54 points 

3) Tim  48 points 

4) Ashley 47 points 

5) Scott  37 points 

6) Jackee 36 points 
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Challenge Token Hunt 

RULES: 

Please follow the Metal Detecting Code of Ethics. (See last page of the Newsletter) We want to be able to 

continue this event in the future, so be respectful. 

Remember, this is for fun. 

Each month, a new clue will be published in the newsletter. 

When found, turn in the Challenge Token at the next OTTS club meeting for the prize. 

Have fun figuring out the clues and Happy Hunting! 

First Clue: Merry will be the one who finds the Challenge Token south of the Nchi wana river. All you have 

to do is find this in the dirt: 

Second Clue: Young, strong and athletic are the youth that play on the fields nearby my lair, west of the 

Whilamut river. Between Death and Life the treasure awaits. 

Congratulations to Scott H for finding the Challenge Token. It was right where I found it. 



Club Picnic Details 
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Upcoming Event Details 
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Key Date Coins 
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Submitted by Jackee A 

Some fun finds in April! The creepy clown pendant definitely gave me a good laugh! My wife Amy found her 

first gold ring on our trip to Idaho…A lovely 14K cigar band from the 1890s!  
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Club Member’s Experiences continued 
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Submitted by Ryan P 

A few cool finds from April, my first pair of cuff links, my first "hem" weight which was found at the club hunt. A 1906 Indi-

an Head Penny, my first in 9 months with my Manticore, and a very cool early 1900s Rose Festival souvenir. The item says 

"Roses fragrant, roses fair, roses, roses, everywhere" and there is pin pointing to Oregon on small globe in the center, identify-

ing where Portland is. 
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Submitted by Scott H 

Pics submitted by Scott finding the Challenge Token. 
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Submitted by Ed V 

A small example of how electrolysis can work on a silver ring. This is a picture of a “junk” ring I found at a swimming hole in 

Texas. I tossed it in my bag and took it home with me expecting to toss  it out once I took a better look at it. I could see in one 

spot a little silver showing through. I tried to get that crusted covering off of it but had no luck. Then I had a thought…  what 

would Mel Fisher of the Atocha fame do to clean it? I knew he used electrolysis on silver coins he recovered to clean them so I 

looked it up on the internet. There was a wealth of info on how the processed worked and how to set up a “home grown” ver-

sion of an electrolysis machine. I had everything in my garage junk and quickly set up a jar and equipment to clean the ring. 

Once the process started I sat in amazement as I watched the crust start to dissolve before my very eyes. It happen so quickly 

that I was unable to see the ring about a minute later because the clear water became so murky I couldn’t see the ring. After 

about 5 minutes I decided to shut the process down and check the ring. The ring was cleaned of any crust but still had some 

residual dirt. I finished cleaning the ring with a tooth brush and detergent. It is marked .925 and is still one of my remarkable 

finds. 

And Ed’s route at the club hunt using the Deus Go Terrain program. 
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Submitted by Harold V 

Found a ring 

made from a 

silver Quarter. 

Found my lucky 

Unicorn pin in 

the penny clean 

up 

Coin cleaning day. 

2 more silver rings. One was broken 

I clearly dig 

too much 

trash 

Nice old 

Chinese coin 
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Oregon Treasure Trail Society History 

The Oregon Treasure Trail Society (O.T.T.S.) was formed in 1982. It was started by five avid hobbyists who 

each put $5 into the kitty and declared themselves an official club. They set out to provide an organization 

that would unite people together with the same interest in metal detecting, whether it be coin and token 

huning, relics hunting, or simply a passion for finding interesting treasures of the past. 

O.T.T.S. Club Meeting Location 

Come and see us in person by attending one of our meetings. Club meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of 

each month. 

American Legion Lodge located at: 

1830 S.E. 122nd Ave. Portland, OR 97233 

Web Link to O.T.T.S. Location: 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1830+SE+122nd+Ave,+Portland,+OR+97233/@45.5103612,-

122.539511,787m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x5495a194bdcdf261:0xff6c9ba5d829687d!8m2!

3d45.5103575!4d-122.5373223?hl=en 
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Club Code of Ethics 

• I will respect Private property and will not trespass without the land owner’s permission. 

• I will not destroy property, buildings or what is left of ghost towns and deserted structures. 

• I will not litter, always pack out what I take in and remove all trash dug in my search. 

• I will leave all gates and other accesses to land as found. 

• I will appreciate and protect our heritage of national resources, wildlife, and private property. 

• I will use thoughtfulness, consideration and courtesy at all times. 

• I will abide by all laws ordinances or regulations that may govern my search, or the area I will be in. 

• I will fill all holes, regardless how remote the location, and never dig in a way that will damage, be damag-

ing to, or kill any vegetation. 

• I will report the discovery of items of significant historical value to a local historian or museum in accord-

ance with the latest legislation. 

• I will be an ambassador for the metal detecting hobby. I will be polite and informative to those who inquire 

about my hobby. I will be an ambassador of my pastime. 

• I will not misrepresent as to how and when an article was acquired. 

Club Officers 

President: Richard L Page e-mail: rickpage2@comcast.net 

Vice President: Ed Verboort 

Secretary: Ron Boehm 

Treasurer: Don Spillman 

At Large Board Members: Scott Hadley 

In Kind board member: Ryan Paradis 

Club e-mail address: oregontreasuretrailsociety@gmail.com 

Extracurricular Positions 

Website Editors: Jerry H, Harold V  Newsletter Editor: Harold V 

Find of the Month Team: Jerry H, Laura A. 

Club Hunts: Matthew N, Ryan P  Forms Support: Sue F 

Raffles: Kathy B    Challenge Token: Harold V 


