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Deborah Rowell, USC Lancaster Instructor of Criminal Justice, Ph.D. Candidate 

Women account for one in six serial killers in the United States, yet their presence in history is 
often minimized or misunderstood. While Aileen Wuornos is frequently cited as the first 
female serial killer, she stands near the end of a lineage that stretches all the way back to 

Agrippina the Younger of ancient Rome — a lineage scholars argue women may be uniquely 
equipped to conceal. Because society struggles to imagine men to be capable of such evil, let 

alone women, female serial killers have operated in ways that defy expectations and evade 
detection for centuries. 

This program will be held virtually and in person at 119 South Main St. in downtown 
Lancaster. To attend via Zoom,  scan the QR code or register via the link in upcoming 

events on on nativeamericanstudies.org. Please direct any questions or comments to the 
Center at 803-313-7172 or usclnasp@mailbox.sc.edu. 
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