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Greetings from the Center
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The Story of Catawba Pottey. Lindsay Pettus Gallery
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Learning How to Make a Basket with Faye Greiner
By Beckee Garris, NASC Visitor Coordinator

We have alll sai d at one ti me or
mak e o0, and, I N most cases, |t n
However, while watching Faye Greiner make a basket, | have never usec
particular phrase. In fact, in no way, did it look remotely easy to make to n

Faye is a Catawba potter and jewelry
maker as well, and she is the
current Artisin-Residence at the
Native American Studies Center.
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| am discovering that while it was not easy to make one, | have indeed n
my very first basket. With a lot of instructions and, yes, at timesamands
help from her, | have to say my first attempt at making a basket turned
pretty well. | am now looking forward to trying my hand at making one w
just some verbal instructions from her, and hopefully less-tiartusp

from her. Because she is such a great teacher and a pleasure to be able
alongside of, | am sure she will be able to complete many more baskets
maybe, jJjust maybe, | 01 | be abl e 1

Faye showed me the proper way to discover the rough and smooth side
the thin strips of reed to know what will be the inside and outside of tl
basket being made. Once this is done, you have to put a pencil mark
the inside of the reed to make sure it will be even on the bottom and
sides once you start weaving your basket.
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After you have soaked the reed |
hot water to make it pliable, you

start weaving the bottom togethe = 5= %
Did | forget to mention the very o ot =
first step is measuring and cuttin i et
the strips into the predetermlned— Tt e
lengths before you do any of the——— m-maC

other aforementioned steps? Of
course the size of the basket yo
are making determines the lengt
of the strips you cut as well.
Forming the corner sides of
basket is the trickiest step to learn®

You have to bend each reed to form the walls without bending them too n
It takes a gentle touch to coax each reed to bend at just the right angle
each one is even with the one next to it. Bending too much will put an un
ed crimp in the reed. Bending too little will make the next reed stick out
much, making the reeds uneven once again. When that is done, the wa
not be smooth and straight. But
the over and under and pulling the material to just the amount right tensi
make it stay where it needs to be to keep its shape and form.
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Faye will be demonstrating her basket making skills three days a week a
Native American Studies Center, 119 South Main Street, Lancaster,
from now until the middle of December 2015. She will usually be he
most Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. So come on by to watch her
and perhaps even purchase a piece of her work. Please call ahead of i
make sure she is here at &13-7172.
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Visits to the Center

Native American Water Association
18 Aug 2015

Faye Greiner and some students from Prof. Chris
Judgeds Ant hropol ogy
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