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 As we roll along into a new school year, the Native American Studies 

faculty members at USC Lancaster welcome a new colleague and a visiting 

artist, and, meanwhile, we are hard at work on new projects. 

 

 We are delighted to welcome Dr. Brooke Bauer as our new Visiting 

Assistant Professor of History and Native American Studies.  Dr. Bauer, 

who is Catawba and is the daughter of JoAnn Bauer and grand-daughter of 

South Carolina Folk Heritage award-winning potter Evelyn George, earned 

her Ph.D. at UNC Chapel Hill and her M.A. at Winthrop.  Dr. Bauer will be 

teaching courses in History, Anthropology, and Womenôs Studies over the 

coming semester.  She has been a frequent visitor to the NAS Center and 

has shared her work with our campus as part of past Native American 

Studies Week events.  We are very excited to have her here. 

 
  

Continued on next page  
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Continued from previous page  

 We also welcome our artist-in-residence for this year, Keith ñLittle Bearò 

Brown.  Brown is a Catawba potter who comes from a long line of excellent potters.  

Little Bear has presented his work and told traditional stories in schools and 

museums all around the region.  He has been a supporter of our work at USCL from 

the beginning, and we are honored to have him demonstrating his pottery skills at the 

Center.  We are also grateful to the South Carolina Arts Commissionôs Folklife and 

Traditional Arts Program for supporting Brownôs residency (Brown is also a graduate 

of the Arts Commissionôs wonderful Institute for Community Scholars). 

 In addition to support from the Arts Commission, our faculty have been busy 

earning support from other agencies and institutions.  Professor Burgin was awarded 

a grant from the USC Office of Research to develop a Native American Digital 

Archive.  Brent will be working closely with Chris Judge, who was also successful in 

obtaining support from a number of entities to help support his upcoming South 

Carolina pre-history exhibit.  (More details about these and other projects can be 

found in this edition of the newsletter.)  

 Finally, now that we have a Native American Studies track for our Bachelor of 

Liberal Studies degree, we are rolling out online courses.  In the second half of Fall 

2016, I will be offering an online course on Native American oral traditions, and in 

Spring 2017, I hope to offer The Anthropology of Magic and Religion, which will 

include a significant amount of Native American material.  

 We continue to appreciate your support and interest in our work.   If you 

would like to support financially Native American Studies at USCL, contact Sherri 

Gregory in the USCL Office of Advancement at 803-313-7080 or scgregor@sc.edu. 

 Thank you for your interest in Native American Studies at USC Lancaster and 

we hope to see you all at the NAS Center soon! 

 

Stephen Criswell 

mailto:scgregor@sc.edu
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Brooke Bauer about the NASC and USCL 
 

I recall meeting many of the NASC faculty and staff in the early 2000s. Brent 

Burgin and Stephen Criswell came to interview a few of the Catawba seniors at 

the Catawba Nationôs Senior Center where I worked. Their visit began a 10+ year 

long friendship through which I was fortunate enough to meet several other 

wonderful members of USCLs faculty, including Claudia Heinemann -Priest and 

Chris Judge. Becoming an instructor at USCL has been a goal of mine since 

entering the doctoral program at UNC Chapel Hill. I find that many residents of 

Lancaster and York counties are unaware that they have a vibrant community of 

American Indians nearby. I want to change this and bring a deeper 

understanding of how the Catawbas and other Indian groups have shaped and 

continue to influence the history of South Carolina. In addition, I believe as a first 

generation Native Ph.D. that I have a social responsibility to give back as a 

mentor to all students but especially underrepresented indigenous students. I am 

thrilled to have the opportunity to work with the faculty and staff at the 

University and the Native American Studies Center, and I am excited to get to 

know many of USCLôs students. 

Visiting Assistant Professor 

Dr. Brooke Bauer  
is a citizen of the Catawba Indian Nation of South 

Carolina and she received her Ph.D. in U.S. History at 

the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  
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Before I met Brooke, I had heard about her.  Her 

mother, JoAnn, and her aunt, Faye Greiner, both 

sang the praises of this family member who was a 

grad student at Winthrop and was going to be 

getting her Ph.D.  When we were organizing our 

2008 Native American Studies Week, we invited 

Brooke to come over and talk about her work.  We 

were excited to finally have a Catawba scholar of 

Catawba history.  Her talk was great, but she was so nervous.  Three years later, 

we brought her back to talk about the work she was doing for her dissertation 

on Catawba women.  In that short time, she had become a poised, confident 

scholar.  Gone was the nervous grad student of 2008; now we were listening to 

a lecture by a serious emerging scholar.  And when she came back to give the 

keynote address at our 2014 NAS Week, Brooke was clearly PROFESSOR 

Bauer, preeminent scholar of Catawba history.  Iôm sure I speak for my 

colleagues when I say we are so honored to have Dr. Bauer join our team. 

Ψ
Φ
Φ
ή

 

Director Stephen Criswell about 

Brooke Bauer  
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It was 2007 and our director, Dr. Stephen Criswell, was conducting oral history 

interviews at the Senior Center on the Catawba Indian Nation. I had learned little 

about oral histories in library school other than how to curate them. Stephen was 

therefore acting as a mentor and asked if I had questions for the ladies.  I was 

mortified when my first question caused one of the elders to cry. After the interview 

there was much teasing from Dr. Criswell and Brooke Bauer, the Senior Center 

Manager. They discussed barring me from future interviews, lest I make any other 

older ladies cry. That was the day I first met Brooke Bauer.  

When Brooke left for Chapel Hill to begin her PhD, we  exchanged emails concerning 

all sorts of Catawba information in the Native American Studies Archive for her 

dissertation and other scholarly articles. Brooke is the all -time favorite patron at the 

Archive having made 23 research visits. Weôve exchanged nearly 800 emails over the 

years. Hereôs a sample of some of the topics:   

ß Have you ever discovered who the Lancaster man was that accompanied Professor Blackburn 

when he visited the Catawbas in 1816 (Mills Statistics)?  I would love to find out who he was and 

if there are family papers.  

ß I am looking for information on Virginia traders doing "business" with Catawbas in 

1652.  Douglas Brown stated that traders from VA were in the Piedmont as early as 1652 (p. 

109).  Do you know if Blumer's Collection has anything referring to this?  I checked the online 

container list and found two articles that may mention VA traders:  James Needham (p. 55 of 

the list) and AJ Morrison (p. 73).   

ß MR Harrington collected a basket of splint Arundinana cane (an art form of Indians of the 

South) on the reservation in 1908, and Frank G. Speck found two in 1919. 

ß Catawbaôs visit Governor Manning ï RHR Jan 25, 1915  Chief Harris (Toad), Ben Harris, 

Nelson Blue, they present him with a piece pipe with the words ñGov. Richard I Manning, 

January 17, 1915ò carved on the bowl.  Manning died in 1931éfrom Sumter. 

Brookeôs dissertation dealt with the world of Catawba women and Sally New 

River, a legendary figure in Catawba Indian history. I watched amazed as Brooke  

brought Sally New River and her time to life in a vibrant fashion.  She has emerged as 

a truly talented historian and I look forward to all her future endeavors.  

Archivist Brent Burgin about 

Brooke Bauer  
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I canôt remember when I met Brooke exactly; Iôve known her mother and 

aunt for over 20 years, before I began working for the Catawba Indian 

Nation in 1996.  

Five years ago I was asked by the University of North Carolina Chapel 

Hill to conduct Catawba language lessons with Brooke so that she could 

attain reading proficiency in Catawba, her ancestral language. We met 

once a week in the summer of 2011. Because Brooke was such a 

dedicated student, she enabled a tremendous advance in the 

development of teaching materials in the Catawba language. 

Claudia Priest about Brooke Bauer  

In 2015, I was able to work with Ms. Bauer as she worked closely with our 

pottery and archival collectionsðresearching, photographing, scanning, 

writing descriptions, etc. -- to create her exhibit Conveyors of Culture: A 

Lineage of Catawba Women Potters, 1829-2015. Her attention for detail 

with objects, people, and their history prove her to be a thoughtful and 

passionate researcher. I thoroughly enjoyed my time with her in 2015 and 

found her drive and enthusiasm for material culture refreshing. She has 

the ability reach different age and educational groups with her work and I 

look forward to seeing what she does next. 

BRITTANY TAYLOR-DRIGGERS about 

Brooke Bauer  

The Lancaster News article:  
ñBrooke Bauer, PhD, comes home to preserve her Catawba culture.ò 

http://www.thelancasternews.com/content/brooke-bauer-phd-comes-home-preserve-her-catawba-culture
http://www.thelancasternews.com/content/brooke-bauer-phd-comes-home-preserve-her-catawba-culture
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Visits to the Center  

Joan T.A. Gabel, USC Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and 
Provost, visits the Native American Studies Center on 30 August 2016 
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Visits to the Center  

17-year-old Sarah Tucker, a 

descendant of Earl and Viola 

Robbins, Catawba potters, 

visited the NASC on Thursday, 

July 21, 2016 

Dr. Lisa Hammond Lunch & Learn  19 August 2016 


