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Beckee Garris to retire end of may

| cannot recall when or where | had met Beckee Garris. | am guessing it
was on the reservation, but | had certainly heard her name before, and |
knew who she was when | came to USCL 11 years ago. Soon | was-re
introduced to Beckee who was then at the Catawba Cultural Preservation
Project Center on the reservation of the Catawba Indian Nation (CIN).
Then as now, she has served as one of our strongest allies within the CIN.
Later she became an undergraduate student here at USCL and she
suffered through several classes under me. When | learned that John
Catalano and Stephen Criswell intended to hire her to work with us at the
Native American Studies Center five years ago when we opened, | was
delighted beyond words. | have come to have an enormous amount of
admiration, respect, and love for her as time has marched on. Beckee is
the hardest working person that | know. She takes care of family, fellow
tribal members, non -tribal members, and all of us here at the NASC. She
often bears the weight of many worlds on her shoulders, all at the same
time. She is a selfless individual who always puts others first. When |
heard she would retire at the end of May, | remember feeling like | had
been stabbed in the gut. Beckee is our rock and the glue that holds us
together here at the NASC. Of all the people that work, including myself,
she is the most important one. People have said we need to find a
replacement . | said dondt even bother
that kept me from being mad at her for leaving was learning about the
admirable project she embarks upon as she moves forward. That
projectdéds gain is our |l oss but | trust
Hawuh!

Chris Judge
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Native American
studies week 2017

Bringing an American Mastodon to life

g First projection and tracing

CONTINUED ...
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z—Fhen adding texture and color

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Hello Blue Eyes

This is how we hunt a mastodon?

Mastodon done!
Now the background

CONTINUED ...
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Native American
studies week 2017

Brittany painting herself into a corner

Almost there

Just one more little touch

CONTINUED ...



