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CHANCELLOR KAMAR SAMUELS

Born in Jamaica, he moved to New York City as a teenager and began his career as an elementary 
school teacher in the Bronx through the NYC Teaching Fellows program. Over more than two 
decades in public education, Samuels has served as a teacher, principal, central office leader, 
deputy superintendent, and superintendent in both Brooklyn and Manhattan before his 
appointment as chancellor on January 1, 2026. His leadership is grounded in advancing academic 
excellence, equity, and inclusive school environments where all students can thrive.

Three Core Pillars

1. Strengthening Instruction and Academic Achievement
 Samuels emphasizes high-quality instruction and foundational skills like literacy, building on 
citywide initiatives to improve student outcomes and close achievement gaps.

2. Advancing Equity and School Integration
 He prioritizes equity through efforts to integrate schools socioeconomically and culturally, expand 
access to rigorous programs across communities, and ensure that resources and opportunities are 
distributed fairly.

3. Safe, Inclusive, and Culturally Responsive Schools
 Samuels is committed to fostering safe, inclusive learning environments that honor New York City’s 
diversity and support students’ academic and social-emotional well-being. 



Superintendent, Dr. Rushell White
Dr. Rushell White is a lifelong educator and leader with more than 27 years of experience who currently 
serves as Superintendent of Brooklyn North High Schools. Born in St. Thomas, Jamaica, and raised in 
Brooklyn, she earned her doctorate in Educational Leadership and has dedicated her career to advancing 
educational excellence, equity, and student success. Guided by the commitments of Centering Children, 
Leading with Love, and Innovating for Tomorrow, Dr. White is committed to amplifying student voice, 
strengthening family and community partnerships, and expanding pathways to college, careers, and lifelong 
success.

Three Commitments

1. Centering Children
 Dr. White emphasizes engaging data driven student centered instruction and foundational skills like literacy, building on 
citywide initiatives to improve student outcomes and close achievement gaps.

2.Leading with Love
 Dr. White leads with compassion, equity, and an unwavering belief in the potential of every student. She fosters 
inclusive learning communities by expanding equitable access to rigorous academic opportunities, strengthening 
culturally responsive practices, and ensuring that resources, supports, and opportunities are distributed to meet the 
diverse needs of all students and school communities.

3. Innovating for Tomorrow
 Dr. White is committed to preparing students for success in an ever-changing world by fostering innovative, safe, and 
inclusive learning environments that embrace New York City's diversity. She champions forward-thinking instructional 
practices, meaningful technology integration, and expanded college, career, and global learning opportunities that equip 
every student with the knowledge, skills, and experiences needed to thrive in the future.



Introducing 
Deputy Superintendent 

Dr. Neil Harris

Dr. Harris is a proud graduate of New York City Public 
Schools. He began his teaching career in 2004 as a special 

education teacher in Brooklyn North and, in 2007, was 
appointed as Assistant Principal. In 2010, Dr. Harris became 
the principal of Transit Tech High School. In 2013, he took a 
position as Director of the New York City Teaching Fellows 
program at Long Island University. In 2018, he returned to 

NYCPS as a principal to transform the historic Automotive 
High School into the innovative A-Tech High School.



We are Brooklyn North!

Click here to access an interactive map  of 
our serving districts 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 23, 32

BKNHS Data as of  
10/02/2026
2026 Graduation Rate: 93%

Student Enrollment: 25,693

YtD Attendance: 89%

#Schools: 44 high schools
                   5 secondary schools

Serving Community School Districts: 
13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 23, 32

BKNHS in CSD15
2026 Graduation Rate: 94%

Student Enrollment: 4,154

YtD Attendance: 90%

#Schools: 8 high schools

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1Bz8O1Rpl5NCg_Mvxhfuw1KiaiTU6A0w&ll=40.68881472511462%2C-73.93661494999999&z=13


Our Schools in your District



Last month we shared … 



Data Spotlight: Priority 4



Top 100 in NYC

  1  The Brooklyn Latin School (#1 in NYS)
12  Brooklyn Technical High School (30)
32  Bedford Academy (76)
33  Millennium Brooklyn High School (80)
65  Science Skills Center High School
78  Benjamin Banneker Academy 
89  Williamsburg HS for Architecture & Design

Top 200 in NYC

115  All-City Leadership Secondary  School
128 Cypress Hills Collegiate Preparatory School
137 Williamsburg Preparatory School
140 Brooklyn Preparatory High School
149 Digital Arts and Cinema Technology HS
175 Williamsburg HS of Art & Technology
179 Performing Arts & Technology High School
183 Brooklyn High School of the Arts
197 W. H. Maxwell CTE High Schoolhttps://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/rankings-overview



A-Tech High School

Academy for Young Writers

All City Leadership Secondary School

Bedford Academy High School

Benjamin Banneker Academy

Boys And Girls High School

Brooklyn Lab School

Creators Academy

National Honor 
Society

Inducted
September 30, 2026

Source: PR Newswire

Digital Arts and Cinema Technology HS

East New York Family Academy

EBC High School for Public Service

Nelson Mandela HS for Social Justice 

School for Classics

Science Skills Center High School

Spring Creek Community School

Williamsburg HS for Arts and Technology

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/nearly-1-400-scholars-from-low-income-high-schools-earn-national-academic-distinction-for-performance-in-college-courses-302893577.html




By June, 2027, the district average Algebra I Regents score for all students will increase by 
3-7 points, from 61.26 to 64.26 -68.26, as measured by NYS Algebra 1 Regents Exam results. 

By June 2027, the percentage of 9th grade students needing math intervention as identified by scoring in 
the low and low-average performance quintiles on the EOY/spring MAP Growth Algebra 1 assessment will 
decrease by 2-4 percentage points, from 52% to 48-50%, as measured by students’ overall RIT score. 

By June 2027, to strengthen the alignment of IEP-recommended services across SESIS and STARS for 
students with disabilities, compliant programming for both groups will increase by 2-4 percentage points 
from 95.11% to 97.11 - 99.11%

By June 2027, the percentage of MLs/ELLs fully served by all five layers of STARS will increase by 
2 percentage points, from 96.2% to 98.2%, as measured by Power BI reports.



BKNHS DCEP: CENTERING FAMILIES

● Monthly newsletters for 
teachers to share 
curriculum updates and 
resources with families. 

● District engagement 
events - BKNHS Reads, 
curriculum & 
assessments overview, 
resources

● District partnerships - 
Brooklyn Public Library, 
NYC Reads, Scholastic,  
local bookstores

● Celebrate exemplary 
practices across the  
district in our monthly 
newsletter. 

● Elevate opportunities 
for students and 
families to engage 
together through 
community events and 
acts of service. 

● Monthly newsletters for 
teachers to share 
curriculum updates and 
resources with families. 

● District engagement 
events - BKNHS 
curriculum & 
assessments overview, 
resources

● District partnerships - 
NYC Solves, Illustrative 
Math, Edia

● Communicate with 
families about advanced 
coursework / early 
college opportunities. 

● Sponsor / organize 
college trips, SUNY/CUNY 
College Fair, scholarships

● District celebrations: Seal 
of Biliteracy, Seal of Civic 
Readiness, Science Expo 
& Hackathon

● Communicate district 
attendance priorities & 
celebrations through 
district newsletter. 

● Honor and recognize 
“chronic presence.” 

Anchoring all our goals: 
Communication, Participation, Co-Creation



District 
Events

BKNHS Fair Flier

BKNHS Admissions & 
Open House Survey

RSVP via the link below :
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/pUkrNDhz9U

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JSTBi5kaMfLYaMGivvcxm7S11u7JCSN8XYWGsZ1cExI/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/CQZrAHgmRq61NzTM8
https://forms.gle/CQZrAHgmRq61NzTM8
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/pUkrNDhz9U


THE BOOK LIST

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hB3CZtNAc_gMIor2iwDAjxyq2lQF_wmQ-v5Ms3aHGxE/edit?usp=sharing


My Brother’s/Sister’s Keeper

Hold for MBK



Stay
Connected

Sandra Kidd - FLC
SKidd3@schools.nyc.gov

Sherilla Collis - FSC
SCollis3@schools.nyc.gov  

Follow & Tag us
Instagram: 

@brooklynnorthhs  

Bookmark our website 
& link to yours:

https://brooklynnorthhighschools.o
rg/

View our 
monthly

BKNHS District  
Newsletter

mailto:SKidd3@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:SCollis3@schools.nyc.gov
https://www.instagram.com/brooklynnorthhs/
https://brooklynnorthhighschools.org/
https://brooklynnorthhighschools.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rl369dpGezgVbwK98_VnehWahmxK-7u3HrsgTgSdgcE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rl369dpGezgVbwK98_VnehWahmxK-7u3HrsgTgSdgcE/edit?usp=sharing

