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NYC Independent Budget Office (IBO) 
Mission
• IBO’s primary responsibility is to provide nonpartisan 
information about the city budget and tax revenues. This 
ranges from reviewing agency spending to more in-depth 
considerations of program costs, historical trends, tax 
burdens, debt, or capital finances. 

• IBO has 4 main types of publications



Key Resources IBO Provides
• On our main website: www.ibo.nyc.ny.us
 

http://www.ibo.nyc.ny.us/


Process for Handling Requests
• Routine requests: simpler, require relatively little analysis
• Lengthier requests:

• From elected officials, we ask for requests in writing
• IBO shares results with the requester first. Requester has the right 

to associate or disassociate him/herself with the analysis.
• IBO will publish the work regardless

• If the requester wishes to be acknowledged, it will generally be 
published as a letter/memo

• If the requester chooses to remain anonymous, IBO will keep that 
information confidential



Organization of IBO
• 37 employees

• 4 teams that cover specific city agencies or tax policy
• Economics
• Social and Community Services
• Housing, Environment, and Infrastructure
• Education



IBO’s Expanded Responsibilities in 
Education: June 2009
• Prior to June 2009: Education work focused on expense and 
capital budget (Department of Education and School 
Construction Authority)

• When Mayoral Control was extended in June 2009, IBO was 
tasked with increased responsibilities for analyzing and 
understanding policies and student outcomes

• Broader mandate for access to Department of Education data, 
beyond budget

• Education team:
• 1 Database manager
• 2 members focused on budget issues
• 5 members focused on longer-term research questions



Examples of Most Recent Education 
Publications: Funding and Spending

• How Much Funding Is Allocated to the Community 
Schools Program and for Which Services?

• Testimony on the School Construction Authority’s 
Proposed Five-Year Capital Plan for 2020-2024

• Testimony to the New York City Council Education 
Committee at the Oversight Hearing on Fair Student 
Funding
• How Much More Would It Have Cost to Fully Fund Fair Student 

Funding for the City’s Schools Last Year?
• Tracking Title I funding over ten years—More Schools 
Eligible, Less Aid Available: Federal Support Shrinks for 
City Schools With Many Low-Income Students



Examples of Most Recent Education Publications: Student 
Outcomes & Teacher and Student Demographics

• Admissions Overhaul: Simulating the Outcome Under the 
Mayor’s Plan For Admissions to the City’s Specialized 
High Schools

• When Students of Different Ethnicities Are Suspended For 
the Same Infraction Is the Average Length of Their 
Suspension the Same?

• Are Some Students With Disabilities More Likely to 
Receive a Recommendation for a Paraprofessional?

• Middle School Concentration: Some Schools Had a Large 
Share of Students From Lower-Income & Education, 
High-Crime Neighborhoods



Education Indicators – Student 
Demographics



Education Indicators – Student 
Achievement



Education Indicators – Resources



Education Indicators – Academic 
Profiles of Middle and High Schools



How Can You Reach Us?
• IBO website: www.ibo.nyc.ny.us

• Sarita Subramanian
  saritas@ibo.nyc.ny.us
  (212)341-6087

http://www.ibo.nyc.ny.us/
mailto:saritas@ibo.nyc.ny.us

