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RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A TWO-YEAR MORATORIUM ON THE USE OF
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TECHNOLOGY IN SCHOOLS

Approved unanimously by vote of council at the May 12, 2026 Business Meeting.

WHEREAS, in March 2026, New York City Public Schools (NYCPS) issued preliminary
guidance for the use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) platforms in schools, which fails to address
myriad concerns about the use of Al in schools, does not provide rigorous safety or privacy
guardrails, and was developed without sufficient public engagement;'

WHEREAS, cognitive studies of the neurological effects of Al use find that there are long-term
memory and cognitive impairments for adults and children alike from the use of the technology,
including the erosion of critical thinking and reasoning skills;?

WHEREAS, significant mental health effects in youth have been attributed to the misuse of
generative Al, including Al psychosis, addiction, depression, and suicide, as well as increases in
cyberbullying and sexual harassment, and mental health effects are more pronounced among
children who use Al for school-sanctioned activities;’
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WHEREAS, there are significant concerns about student data, privacy, and consent with Al
technologies, including the collection of student biometric data and creative content, and the
collection and monetization of student data;*

WHEREAS, an audit from the State Comptroller’s office, released on April 23, 2026, found at
least 141 breaches of New York City personal student data in a span of two years and an absence
of policies relating to fundamental data privacy and security areas, confirming that although the
preliminary Al guidelines assert that student data will be protected, in reality the privacy policies
and practices of NYCPS are insufficient safeguards for keeping students’ personal information
safe from breach and misuse;’

WHEREAS, many Al programs have been found to have embedded algorithmic racial and
gender biases;*

WHEREAS, the New York State Assembly and Governor Kathy Hochul have expressed caution
concerning the engagement between minors and technology, by enacting the bipartisan RAISES
(Responsible Al Safety and Education Act), the SAFE for Kids Act, and the bell-to-bell cell
phone ban, as well as the New York Child Data Protection Act, which seeks to restrict addictive
algorithmic feeds and prohibit the exploitation of minors’ personal data;’

WHEREAS, New York State Assemblymember Robert Carroll recently introduced a state law
banning students in grades K-8 from using Al because of concerns over literacy and critical
thinking loss;"
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WHEREAS, the Panel for Education Policy (PEP) has repeatedly rejected contracts with Al
companies due to concerns over student privacy and educational experiences and outcomes;

WHEREAS, a study by the Brookings Institute finds that “after interviews, focus groups, and
consultations with over 500 students, teachers, parents, education leaders, and technologists
across 50 countries, a close review of over 400 studies, and a Delphi panel,” the risks of
generative Al in classrooms outweigh the benefits;’

WHEREAS, in April 2026, a coalition of over 250 experts and organizations across the country
called for a five-year moratorium on all student-facing generative Al in prek-12th grade due to
concerns about cognitive development, mental health, academic integrity, and privacy, among
others;'"

WHEREAS, despite these myriad concerns, the proposed Al guidance, by its own admission,
does not address issues related to bias, equity impact, or instructional effectiveness;"!

WHEREAS, the proposed guidance explicitly identifies key concerns such as safety of biometric
data, algorithmic bias, cognitive offloading, and environmental impact, among others, as
“Questions We Are Still Working to Answer”;"

WHEREAS, there has been no clear articulation of the circumstances under which Al would be
used thoughtfully and intentionally for instructional planning, diagnostic, or student-facing
instruction;

WHEREAS, neither the Al Working Group nor the Data Privacy Working Group, both of which
were instituted by Chancellor Aviles-Ramos in 2025, nor any Community Education Councils
(CECs) were consulted before the guidance was released, including five CECs (from districts 4,
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20, 22, 24, and 25'%) who have called for a moratorium on Al use in schools and asked to be in
consultation about the guidance;

WHEREAS, despite these myriad concerns, the survey asking for parent feedback on Al
guidance is written in a limiting way that does not, in fact, invite robust community comment
about Al in general, or offer the ability to articulate reservations or concerns about the guidance,
and the 45-day comment period that began before any meetings to inform the public took place,
is wholly inadequate to garner true feedback from a community that serves 800,000 students;

WHEREAS, teachers, parents, and students from across the city have called for a moratorium on
the rollout of AI technology;"

WHEREAS, numerous Al programs are being rushed into use in schools, before the guidance is
finalized, including Google Gemini installed on student Chromebooks, without parent
knowledge or consent;'

THEREFORE:

BE IT RESOLVED that CEC15 calls on NYCPS to institute a moratorium on student-facing Al
in Pre-K through 8th grade for a period of two years, except in instances when a student’s IEP
recommends a specific program that has been independently shown to uniquely improve
outcomes, and that is administered only with prior parental informed consent; and
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tional%20Guardrails%20and%20Inegration%20Plan%20(3).pdf. CEC for District 25 (2026). Resolution Urging
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BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that CEC15 calls on NYCPS to use this moratorium period to
conduct a comprehensive audit of existing Al-based features in tools that are in use in NYCPS
classrooms, as well as an evaluation of the educational efficacy, safety, and privacy risks of
student-facing Al-based tools, including review of independent peer-reviewed scientific research
regarding the topic, and that NYCPS appropriately weigh the potential for issues that have not
yet been studied given the novelty of the technology and the profit incentives involved in its
development and usage; and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that CEC15 calls on NYCPS to use this moratorium period to share
proposed Al use cases and take comments from the public on specific tools, platforms, and
software for specific purposes, and use the inputs from those engagements to develop a holistic
plan to utilize this technology in schools without compromising our students’ safety or education
quality; and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that CEC15 calls on NYCPS to, in consideration of the results of the
period of study and district listening sessions and emerging research, develop a set of
comprehensive and age-appropriate recommendations and guidelines as to whether and how Al
technology will be used in the classroom (if at all) and at which grade levels; these
recommendations and guidelines must take into account the concerns about cognitive
impairment, instructional efficacy, algorithmic bias, equity, mental health, safety and privacy, as
well as environmental impact, which are inherent in Al technology; and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that NYCPS issue a report and strategic plan based on these findings
at the midpoint of the two-year moratorium to clearly articulate the findings and plan to the
public;

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that CEC15 calls on NYCPS to develop and implement clear,
thorough, and mandatory training and guidance for school professionals, including
administration and teachers, on the use of Al in schools, including on specific Al platforms
approved for use, to ensure that Al is used in a safe, educationally effective, and developmentally
appropriate manner, and that this training must be provided by neutral parties with no conflict of
interest; and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that CECI15 calls on NYCPS to require that all schools maintain a
non-Al option for supplemental support, including tutoring; and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that CEC15 calls on NYCPS to align its policies with the SAFE for
Kids Act and the New York Child Data Protection Act by ensuring that no student



data—including biometric data or voice recordings—is collected, stored, or used to train Al
models by third-party vendors; and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that CEC15 calls on NYCPS to ensure that parents are informed of
any use of student-facing Al tools, including for grading, assessment, or diagnostic purposes, and
that parents be given the right to informed consent and to opt their children out of the use of Al
that collects their student’s personal information or intellectual property; and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that, unless and until NYCPS develops comprehensive and rigorous
guardrails to prevent the risks to students and the environment, as set forth above, PEP should
refrain from awarding Al technology contracts.

This resolution was duly adopted by Community Education Council 15 on May 12, 2026, by
unanimous vote of the members present: Ana Maria Aguilar, Angelica Cesario, Jonathan Davis,
Kenneth Ebie, Angelica Jadunandan, Katina Rogers, Kim Wanliss, Qingxia Zhu, and Cara
Zwerling-Moeller.



