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This last month the kids in Sunday School
had a fun activity in which they went
hunting around the education wing for
hidden messages reminding them of all
the things God tells us about ourselves in
Scripture, things like:

You are a disciple of Jesus
You are a child of God
You are beautiful
You are making a difference
You are powerful
You are not alone
You are forgiven
You are loved
And more...

The kids worked hard together in teams
to find these messages. They went up and
down the halls shinning their black lights
all over that wing. When they found one
of the hidden messages there were shouts
of joy and excitement as they wrote down
God’s words to them.
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Contact Information

Pastor
Rev. Eric Eide

Email:
eeide98@gmail.com

Cell:
541-954-2612

(Thursdays & Fridays
are Pastor Eric’s Days Off,
contact on call elder
on those days)

Church Office
402 N. First Street
Silverton, Oregon 97381
Phone: 503-873-6620
Monday- Thursday
(9am to 1pm)

Email:
fcesilverton@gmail.com

Website:
www.fccsilverton.com

Sunday Service- 9:10 am
Coffee Time- 10:15 am

2nd Hour Classes- 10:30 am
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Olote From Pastor Enic Continwed

We talked about how God reminds us every day

that we are loved. God writes “I love yous” all around us.
But often in our doubts and our fears and our frustrations,
in those times when things are hard or scary or don’t make
sense, we have trouble seeing those “I love yous”.

But still God’s love is there, often we just need to open
our eyes a new.

At the end of our lesson the kids wrote letters of
encouragement to each other, for we talked about

how God not only shows us God’s "I love yous” which
encourage and strengthen and help us but God also
calls each of us to work to be those “l love yous” to one
another along the way.

So as the church, as this family of faith, let us work
together to open our eyes to God’s “I love yous” all
around us. Those reminders of who and whose we are.
And let us also work to be those “ | love yous” to one
another. For it is by this that all will know that we are
Jesus’ disciples.

Love,
Lnstor Enic

“A new command | give you: Love one another.
As | have loved you, so you must love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.”

/a\ John 13:34-35
AN
N
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775% Chanck @m%day Coelebiation

On Sunday, April 12, 2026 we celebrated our church’s 175th birthday.
We are one of the oldest congregations in the Oregon SW Idaho Region.
We are older than the state of Oregon, and older than the town of Silverton.
We were a bunch of Pioneers who gathered on the banks of the Pudding River,
Easter Sunday of April 1851, committed to being a family of faith, disciples at work,
daring to begin a journey as a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.

It was a wonderful Sunday as we reflected on our past and
looked toward our present and future with joy and hope.
Huge thanks to all who helped with this special service and amazing reception!
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Finding God at the Movies: “David”

We had a wonderful Finding God at the Movies this last month as we watched
the animated story, “David”. We had 23 people attend.

Here are a few of the comments about where people saw God in the movie.

Roc saw God in David’s courage and faith standing up to Goliath. Belle shared she
saw God when all the people found the courage to stand up together against the
Amalekites. Art saw God when David protected his flock from the lion but then
showed compassion and helped free the lion after it got trapped by the rock.
Michael saw God when David kept helping others and showed mercy to Saul even
when Saul was trying to kill him. Pastor Eric shared how he saw God when David was
feeling all alone and abandoned and forsaken by God but David’s mom reminds him
that God has been and is with him through it all, has in fact, never left David’s side.

We gave away some cool nerf sling shots, and some great devotions
and books about Psalms and David. Kruz won the grand prize a
beautiful wall art version of the 23rd Psalm.

We hope you will join us next month on May 24, 2026 for our next
Finding God at the Movies. We will be watching, “I Can Only Imagine”,
the true story behind the world renown song by Bart Millard and Mercy Me.
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“‘\\ COLLECTING i
DONATIONS

= YARD SALE! ¥ You! |

v

he Youth are collecting donations for their next Yard Sale.
You can contact Jonathon and Brogan for a pickup or bring
them to the table in MP room on Sundays,
or drop things by during the week during office hours
and help haul them to the youth room.

The youth appreciate your support.

The youth group had a successful month of April. We kicked off the month
with a lesson about Easter and our Annual Easter Breakfast Fundraiser.
The youth enjoyed working together to make this a success and we hope
everyone enjoyed the feast they prepared. All leftovers were donated to
our local shelter following the breakfast. Thank you to everyone for their
donations and their continued support of the youth group.

Spring cleaning? The youth are planning their upcoming Annual Yard Sale

for this coming summer, date to be announced in the coming months.

They are now accepting donations and will be through the spring and early summer
months. You can drop off donations on Sundays in the Muti-Purpose room on the
designated table or in the fireside room during the weekdays. If you have a large
donation or large items, please contact Jonathon or Brogan to schedule a pick-up.
If you are scheduling a pick-up, please make sure items are ready for pick-up by
scheduled time and date so this can be an easy process. Please make sure you
check the posted exceptions list to make sure your donations qualify. We were
blown away by all of your donations last year and this event was a huge success
for the youth group. We look forward to this upcoming event.

Upcoming:

May 3 - Youth Group, 5-7 pm (No Sunday School)

May 10 - Mother’s Day Activities, After Service (No Sunday School)

May 17 - Sunday School, After Service/Youth Group, 5-7 pm

May 24 - Sunday School, After Service, Finding God at the Movies, 5-7 pm
May 31 - Sunday School, After Service
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SUTTLE LAKE CAMP- SISTERS, OREGON

GAMES -SWIMMING - MUSIC - ARTS&CRAFTS - ADVENTURE

AUGUST 3-7

ELEMENTARY CAMP { MIDDLE SCHOOL CAMP { HIGH SCHOOL CAMP
GRADES 1°7 -5™ GRADES 6™ g™ GRADES 9™ 12™

PLEASE REGISTER USING THE GRADE JUST COMPLETED
THREE PROGRAMS- ONE SITE- ONE WEEK

https://oidisciples.org/summer-camp-2026/ |
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Women’s Discussion Group

The Women’s Discussion Group
continues to meet on Tuesdays
at 10am in the Fireside room.
Women of all ages are
welcome to come enjoy this
time of fellowship and study
together. For questions check
in with Lynn Koening.

Women'’s Discussion Group

Tuesdays at 10 am
In the Fireside Room

-3
= =0

- \ - Prayer Group
‘ Join us each Tuesday evening
: i at 7pm for a time to share the
joys and struggles of life, to
lift up the things and people

, S e N on our hearts, and then to pray
7 4 ' together. The zoom link is posted
/ on the church Facebook page
and sent out via the church
. - ' email each Tuesday afternoon.

Looking forward to seeing
you at Prayer Group.

Prayer Group




Sunday School

Children PreK through 5th grade are invited to join us for Sunday School
on Sundays at 10:30am. Sunday School offers Singing, Games, Crafts, Mission
Projects, Bible Stories, and more. This past month we learned about the story of
Jesus and the disciples on the Road to Emmaus and we made bread. We learned
about how Jesus met Thomas and other disciples where they were in the face of
their doubts and fears and we had a hidden message scavenger hunt. We are
currently having fun with the song- "If | Were A Butterfly”. Our children have been
working hard helping in worship on 4th Sundays- reading Scripture, leading the
Lord’s Prayer, helping to Greet, and serving at the Communion Table. For May we
will have Sunday School on May 17, 24, & 31. We will be having some special all
church activities on May 3 (Celebration of Ginni and Karen) and 10 (Mother’s Day).
We hope you can join us for Children’s Sunday School and all our 2nd Hour classes.
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One Special Sunday

May 3, 2026 at 9:10 am
i : Honoring Ginni Stensland’s
Celebrating Two Amazing Leaders Birthday and Installing Karen

Brock As Our Newest Elder

Honoring Installing
Ginni Stensland’s Karen Brock .
Birthday with a as onr Join us May 3, 2026 at 9:10am for a

Special Dedication Newest Elder

very special Sunday service as we
celebrate two amazing leaders. We
will be honoring Ginni Stensland’s
birthday and legacy with a special
dedication and we will be installing
Karen Brock as our newest elder.
You don’t want to miss
this special service!

Mother’s Day Activities

Silverton
irst Christian Church
invites you to our

We hope you will join us on
Sunday, May 10, 2026 as we
celebrate and honor all those
who show us motherly love.
The Message is entitled
“The Heart of a Mother”.
There will be a special gift
for all the moms who attend.
There will be a special coffee
time put together by the men of

the church. And there will be —— . 9:1

fun crafts for all ages on the WorsahT-
tables during coffee time that P
you can make to honor the e

moms in your life. We hope you

can join us for Mother's Day! Mother’s Day Coffee

Time & Activities
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You are invited to a Regional Assembly

A gathering of the Christian Church in Oregon and SW
Idaho (Disciples of Christ) Congregations and Friends

S C Y
15 & 16, 2026

UNITED IN
COVENANT

Red Rock Christian Church
1124 S Roosevelt St
Boise, ID 83705

Wurship =Wurkshups = Music = Community

Keynote Speaker:

Dr. Stephen V. Sprinkle 1s Emeritus
Professor of Practical Theology, Brite
Divinity School, and Theologian-in-
Residence of the Episcopal Church of St.
Thomas the Apostle, Dallas, Texas.

2026 Regional Assembly for the Christian Church in Oregon & SW Idaho

All are invited to the Regional Assembly of our denomination in Boise Idaho
from May 15 to 16, 2026. Our theme is “United in Covenant”. The Assembly will
be held at Red Rock Christian Church. The Rev. Dr. Stephen Sprinkle, the Emeritus
Professor of Practical Theology at Brite Divinity School will be our keynote
preacher. Gather with those from all over Oregon and SW Idaho for worship services,
workshops, mission projects, and more. Connect with old friends and make new
ones within this region. Click on the links below to register, you can attend either
virtually or in person. There is also a link to getting housing at the local hotel.
Pastor Eric hopes many of you will consider joining him for Regional Assembly!
Marcus Clark will be preaching at Silverton FCC on Sunday, May 17, 2026 as
Pastor Eric will be coming back from Assembly. If you have any questions about
assembly please check in with Pastor Eric.
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Men’s Fellowship Group

May 16, 2026 at 8am
Water Mountain Restaurant

Men’s Group

Men of all ages are invited to join us for breakfast, devotions,
and a time of fellowship together the 3rd Saturday of each month at

Water Mountain Restaurant at 8am. Our next gathering will be May 16, 2026 at 8am.

Come enjoy a delicious breakfast, great fellowship, and a wonderful devotion

from Ric or Clint. This last month Clint shared with us
John Denver’s “Perhaps Love” as we reflected on what love is and looks like to us.
Water Mountain is also currently collecting donations of new and
used clothing they are sending to Mexico to those in need, so we encourage
men to bring their donations to the next meeting.

We also want to remind all the men of our church that they are responsible for
doing the coffee time for Mother's Day (May 10, 2026) and each is encouraged to
bring cookies, or other tasty treats for that special day.

O O

Presentation by Steve Hensley

On May 17, 2026 during 2"% hour, Steve
Hensley will be giving a short
presentation on
“Your Church: How Does It Work?”

In this presentation, Steve will go over
the role of the church board, vs role of
the elders, vs role of the Pastor.

He will go over who you need to go to
when you have questions, requests and
suggestions.

This will be held in the MP Room and
we encourage everyone to stay for this
important presentation.




Women’s Game Night

l ' On Saturday, May 16, 2026
; DATE: H . H
GA ' iy 162006 1 starting at 5:00 pm, we will be
--------------------------- ! having our 2nd women’s

. H ¢ : game night at the church.
4 AT CHURC - @ TlME5:00p.m. - All women of the church are

invited to come enjoy playing
0 LOCATION: games with some great friends.
______ MProom Please bring your favorite snack
: to share. We will provide drinks.
@ DETAILS: | If you would like to attend, but
fiOgyeurEveic snack (D st don’t want to drive, please let the
church office know and we will
arange a ride for you.
If you have questions,
please contact Sarah Elder
or Karen Brock.
We hope to see you all at the
church for an evening of fun!

Contact Sarah Elder or _

. Karen Brock for questions,g, 9%
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Prayer Shawls

If you are a knitter or crocheter we
would love your help in Prayer
Shawls. Come help us make beautiful
shawls to lift up and encourage and
comfort members of our community
in the face of the challenges they
face. We give out shawls to people
after deaths of loved ones, as they
face difficult or challenging times or
surgeries or procedures, we give
them out to our kids and school staff
as they go back to school. These
labors of love created by some of you

give more comfort and courage and — " e S '
strength than you know. If you are
looking for a way to care, consider Prayel‘ Shan GI'Ollp
joining the prayer shawls group. Their
next meeting will be Monday, May 18, May 18, 2026 at 3pm
2026 at 3pm in the Fireside room. Fireside Room



T0 DO JUSTICE, LOVE
KINDNESS, AND WALK
HUMBLY WITH YOUR

GOD. -MICAH 6:8 ?%7&

BECAUSE FAITH
WITHOUT
JUSTICE IS
EMPTYr
AND JUSTICE, AT
ITS HEART, IS

LOVE IN ACTION.

2026 PENTECOST OFFERING
SUNDAYS MAY 17 AND MAY 24

NEW
CHURCH

MINISTRY
—i

Pentecost Special Offering

On Sunday, May 24, 2026 we will
be collecting the Pentecost
Special Offering. This special
offering for our denomination
goes to helping all the new
churches and their pastors in
our denomination. Currently in
the Oregon SW Idaho Region we
have six new churches in
formation.

SAYES
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Finding God at the Movies:
“l Can Only Imagine”

Join us May 24, 2026 from 5 to 7pm Fln—dlllgGOd at the MOVIES

in the MP room for our next Finding
God at the Movies. Come enjoy dinner,
the movie, and a discussion about the
themes of faith we saw in the movie.
Our movie for May is “I Can Only
Imagine” this is the true story of
Bart Millar and the song that he and
his band MercyMe created. icHAI
The church will provide pizza, INLE

May 24, 2026
5 to 7pm

Movie:
“l Can Only
Imagine™

nnmum 3 o ldune Come enjoy dinner, movie,

and discussion about
the themes of faith

popcorn, and drinks and invites you | CAN ONLY in the movie

to bring something to share for the

Churech will provide pizza,

meal. We also will have a drawing for IMAGINE i ;:Zc:rl:.at:ioltng

some great prizes including- MercyMe

hmmmmmr STORY YOI DONT, 1 something to add

to the meal

Cds, Bart Millar’s autobiography, a “BOTH BEAUTIFUL

Children’s book by Bart Millar,

a Copy of the Movie, a beautiful Wall
Art with the Words of the Song, and
more. Bring your friends
and family and join us for
Finding God at the Movies.




Memorial Day Activities

The Church Office will be closed and staff will be off
on Monday, May 25, 2026 for Memorial Day.

We will be having a 5th Sunday Blended Service on Sunday May 31, 2026 at 9:10am.
It will feature music from both our contemporary and traditional teams,
and it will be a special Sunday as we honor all the veterans from our
church family who have died.

If you or your family has a veteran you would like honored please
contact Pastor Eric or the church office by Wednesday, May 27, 2026
to ensure that we have their name and picture.

Let us continue to honor all the men and women who have served and all of those
currently serving in our hearts and prayers.

k | ‘

Memor ol

Hunnrmg Thuée
=Who" Served

Mey 25, 2026
 omsmwcoweros  wcewm




5th Saturday Community Wide
Spaghetti Dinner

Help us spread the word we are
having another 5th Saturday
Spaghetti Dinner on
Saturday, May 30, 2026 from
5to7 pm. This is open to all in the
community. If you can help donate
items, prepare, serve, or cleanup V4 =
please check in with Gail. Looking — L ®

forward to another wonderful e . 2 oo ummn & -
Spaghetti Dinner

Spaghetti Dinner!
May 30, 2026
5to 7 pm

Do You Have a High School, College,
Graduate School, or Other Program
Graduate in Your Family this year?

Let Pastor Eric or the Church Office Do You Have a Graduate?

Know by May 17, 2026
_ _ On Sunday, June 7, 2026 we

"'_* !f“ will be honoring our graduates

' in worship. If you have a
graduate from high school,
college, grad school, trade

school, or some other program
please let Pastor Eric or the

church office know by Sunday,

May 17, 2026. We look forward
to honoring our graduates

together!
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Sign Up
in MP Room

il

Helping With Coffee Time

Every Sunday after worship
we enjoy coffee time. This is
only made possible by the
generosity and kindness of the
members of this community.

Please look at the upcoming
dates and sign up either in
the MP room or contacting the
church office to let Jana know
you can do one of the dates.
Thanks to everyone who
continues to step up and
do such wonderful coffee times.
And a special thanks to
Chuck and Lynn Koenig who
fix the coffee each week.
Looking forward to coffee time
with all of you!

Stone Soup Meal

Each Wednesday from 4 to 6pm
people are invited to meet us in the
kitchen and help prepare our weekly

meal for the Sheltering Silverton

shelter. Come help make some soup or
make a salad or make a casserole for
those in need. Then stick around as
we enjoy a simple meal and time of
fellowship with those who helped.
Hope you can come help us make
Stone Soup!

Come Help
Make a Meal
For Our
Local Homeless
Shelter




Church Officers/Personnel

Elders:
Karen Brock, Marcus Clark,
Ric Dettwyler, Lynn Koenig,
Donna Laney, Beth Negrey,
Cara Zitzelberger

Office Administrator:
Jana O’Connor

Keeper of the House:
Libby Bordewich

Youth Leaders:
Brogan Allen-Olsen
Jonathon Thompson

Worship Music Team:

Gail Frassenei, Wayne Cawlfield,
Chris Dyer, Ami Barstad,
Aaron Barstad, George Barstad,
Megan Lee-Herzig, John Meye,
Gil Wittman, Marilyn Woodward

2025-2026
Board of Directors

Slate of Officers

Board Chair - Donna Laney
Vice Chair - Steve Hensley
Treasurer - Erin Stone
Board Secretary - Betty Beard

Financial Secretaries -
Verlene Beard & Erin Stone

Trustee Chair - Allan Graves
Deacon Chair - Karen Brock

CWF Chairs-
Lynn Koenig/Karen Brock

CHRISTIAN CONNECTIONS
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Paul Buckley 4
Joseph Sutter 4
Shelly White 5
Susie Barstad 6
Sheryl Derting 6
Jamie Lamoreaux 6
Linda McCallister 9
Jennifer Stor 10
Roger Moles 12
Emery Clark 12
Allan Graves 14
Jonathon Thompson 14
Jeff Marcoe 17
Dennis Hadley 19
Art Desmarteau 20
Vida Desmarteau 20
Tristin Neilson 24
Annis Myren 24
Cole Lamoreaux 27
Ron Thomas 27

Jon Lamoreaux 31
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April 2026
Tithing Offering Totals

April 5 $7,867.00
April 12 $3,849.00
April 19 $2,325.00
April 26 $1,201.00

Offering Total: $15,242.00
Budget Needed:$21,733.00

Every gift helps!
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We are a Family of Faith.

We are a community of God's beloved children.
Growing our faith through supportive,
caring, and inclusive outreach.

Where we strive to welcome all,
as Christ welcomes us.

We are Disciples at work!

Silverton First Chrisitan Church
Christian Connections Newsletter
402 N. First Street
Silverton, Oregon 97381



	CHRISTIAN CONNECTIONS
	Note From Pastor Eric
	This last month the kids in Sunday School had a fun activity in which they went hunting around the education wing for hidden messages reminding them of all the things God tells us about ourselves in Scripture, things like:
	You are a disciple of Jesus You are a child of God You are beautiful You are making a difference You are powerful You are not alone You are forgiven You are loved And more...
	The kids worked hard together in teams  to find these messages. They went up and down the halls shinning their black lights all over that wing. When they found one of the hidden messages there were shouts of joy and excitement as they wrote down God’s words to them.
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	Note From Pastor Eric Continued
	Pastor Eric
	“A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
	John 13:34-35
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	Prayer Group
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	May Happenings
	Honoring Ginni Stensland’s Birthday and Installing Karen Brock As Our Newest Elder
	Mother’s Day Activities
	CHRISTIAN CONNECTIONS
	PAGE 11
	2026 Regional Assembly for the Christian Church in Oregon & SW Idaho
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	https://oidisciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/RA-Registration-Form-2026-FILLABLE.pdf
	https://oidisciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/RA-2026-Online-Registration.pdf
	https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/idaho/hyatt-place-boise-downtown/boizb?corp_id=G-REDR

	https://oidisciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/RA-2026-Breakout-List.pdf
	Men’s Group
	Presentation by Steve Hensley
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	Women’s Game Night
	Prayer Shawls
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	Pentecost Special Offering
	Finding God at the Movies:  “I Can Only Imagine”
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	5th Saturday Community Wide Spaghetti Dinner
	Do You Have a Graduate?
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	Helping With Coffee Time
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	Paul Buckley  4 Joseph Sutter  4 Shelly White  5 Susie Barstad  6 Sheryl Derting  6 Jamie Lamoreaux 6 Linda McCallister  9 Jennifer Stor  10 Roger Moles  12 Emery Clark  12 Allan Graves  14 Jonathon Thompson 14 Jeff Marcoe  17 Dennis Hadley  19 Art Desmarteau  20 Vida Desmarteau  20 Tristin Neilson  24 Annis Myren  24 Cole Lamoreaux  27 Ron Thomas  27 Jon Lamoreaux  31
	April 2026  Tithing Offering Totals
	April 5       $7,867.00 April 12     $3,849.00 April 19     $2,325.00 April 26     $1,201.00


	Offering Total:  $15,242.00 Budget Needed:$21,733.00
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