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NAWSA BOD Meeting 
 

February 28, 2022 

7:00 Eastern  

 

To join Zoom Meeting 
 

https://zoom.us/

j/97978201899?

pwd=VHRMTm9MWDU

yL3BOQ3NNcG5idWlpU

T09 

Meeting ID: 979 7820 

1899 

Passcode: 238716 

Find your local number:  

 

https://zoom.us/u/

apkGjFZo3 

 MEETING INFO 

NAWSA NEWS 

Winter 2021-22 North American Wensleydale Sheep 
Association 
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Page 12 Info on Scrapie Premise ID and Flock ID needed 

  for use of imported semen  

Here you will find information taken from the 

USDA /APHIS site. You can find out more about this 

disease, genetic testing that helps identify susceptibil-

ity, and various eradication programs on the USDA 

site. Flock participation in one of the Scrapie pro-

grams is now mandatory for use of imported semen. 

Note we have taken just some of the published infor-

mation to reprint here for your convenience. Find 

more on the USDA/APHIS website 

Special thanks to Carolynn Bernard for her wonderful Holiday pictures! 

NAWSA BOARD 
 
Pres   DôAndrea Tyree 
VP      V Scholomiti 
Sec     Sheryl Meacham 
Dir     Carolynn Bernard 
Dir     Lois Olund 
Dir     Nan Fickett 
Dir     Nan Leaman 
Tres   Wendy Hanson 
Newsletter V Scholomiti 
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info@wensleydalesheep.org 
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www.wensleydalesheep.org 
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A WORD ABOUT TWO KINDS OF ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION (AI) 

Historically, AI in the U.S. has been limited in sheep due to the complexity of 
the eweôs cervix and because of difficulties in storing and thawing frozen semen.  

Laparoscopic or surgical AI has been used successfully to bypass the cervix, but 
is a veterinary procedure that does have risks, and may be cost-prohibitive or 
not easily accessible to some small farmers.  

Vaginal AI is a low technology procedure that can be accomplished using fresh  
semen with reasonable pregnancy rates.  You must be careful to have the correct 
type of semen straw for each of these procedures and they must be carefully di-
luted and prepared depending on which type of insemination you are doing. Al-
so involved is synchronizing estrus and several extra steps and medications as 
well as very exact timing.  

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Winter 2021-22 North American Wensleydale Sheep Association 

Seasons Greetings and Happy Holidays!  What a very busy and 
challenging year it has been with some great accomplishments and 
wins for our beloved Wensleydale sheep!   
 
Hooray! The new UK semen has arrived!  Well at least two of them 
(white) with the other two expected to arrive in January. Included in 

this Newsletter are guidelines and rules that apply to the use of imported semen 
from APHIS and USDA.  Please  take the time to familiarize yourself with the re-
quirements for use of this semen in your breeding programs.  The BOD is currently 
collecting the information needed to get the new imports on file with GLM Regis-
try.  Please review the forms for using domestic and imported semen listed under 
Forms on our website.   
 
From our Survey it does appear that our members would like to see wethers 
achieve registration status.  The process will be discussed at the next BOD meet-
ing.  See scheduled dates.   
 
Stay Safe and enjoy this wonderful time of year!!! Lambing season will be here be-
fore we know it!   
 
As always member participation is welcome and appreciated!              DôAndrea  
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Member request for disclosure of how the election for BOD was run, requested by Cory Simpson on the 

FB page provided to active members of the NAWSA called  Discussion Group for North American Wens-

leydale Sheep. 

Sheryl Meacham the NAWSA Secretary was assisted by Lois Olund in requesting from our registry, 

GLM, a list of the current Active voting eligible members.  The list was created just prior to the time the 

ballots were to be mailed out to the membership for the election of the two seats on the BOD that were 

open. We requested the list at that time so that it would be as accurate as possible to reflect current ac-

tive voting members.  An Active voting member of the NAWSA requires meeting two criteria.  The mem-

ber must have paid their dues for that calendar year prior to the ballots going out and the member must 

have registered sheep with the NAWSA within the past two calendar years.  GLM supplied that list of 

members meeting that criteria and Lois then addressed the ballots from the information provided by the 

members regarding mailing addresses. The ballots were then mailed out via USPS.   

Instructions were provided on when the ballots needed to be returned and a self-addressed postage paid 

envelope was included with the ballots for ease of return to the NAWSA by the voting members. From 

the above process the two BOD members were elected. 

Sheryl Meacham the current Secretary for the NAWSA provided the totals for this election at the Annual 

Membership Meeting held on October 11, 2021.  A total of 34 ballots were mailed out, a total of 24 bal-

lots were returned to the NAWSA.  The votes were tallied by the Secretary and reported.  Virginia Schol-

omiti received 17 votes, Carolynn Bernard received 20 votes and Mary McKenna received 11 votes for a 

total of 48, which is two per each ballot received.     

It is the responsibility of the member to know and verify that all contact information the NAWSA has for 

them is correct at any given time.  It is the responsibility of the member to know and verify that the in-

formation our Registry (GLM) has for them is current at any given time. The members can check the 

NAWSA website at any time to know how long any BOD member has remaining in their term.  BOD are 

elected for a two year period and then Executive Officers are elected by the BOD annually.   

This is the method that has been used by this association since itôs inception.  If a member feels that 

changes need to be made to this process then they are certainly invited to submit their suggested chang-

es to BOD.   

Clarification needs to be given to the difference between Active showing on the GLM site and ACTIVE 

VOTING member.  Virginia provided a ZOOM Meeting on Sunday, October 18 to assist members with 

understanding the difference between the two.  The meeting was advertised on our Discussion Group FB 

page.  An Active member on the GLM site is a member who has paid their dues for the calendar year.  An 

Active voting member must have paid their dues and registered sheep within the past two calendar 

years.  To our knowledge every member that was eligible to vote received a ballot. The few that had ques-

tions about their status were not 'Active' members and that has been explained to them.  This is the offi-

cial response from the BOD of the NAWSA to Cory Simpson regarding how an election for BOD was con-

ducted.   

Your NAWSA BOD  

DôAndrea Tyree, Lois Olund, Sheryl Meacham, Nan Fickett, Nan Leamann, Virginia Scholomiti and Car-

olynn Bernard 

Requested Election Methodology 

Winter 2021-22 North American Wensleydale Sheep Association 
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Happy Holidays!  

Itôs that time of year again.  

Your NAWSA membership 

expires December 31, 2021.  

Itôs easy to renew online go to 

our NAWSA registrar site  

GLM  and sign in to access. 

Dues are $25 if submitted 

prior to March 1, $40 per 

year if submitted March 2ð

Dec 31, 2021. 

Take advantage of the three 

year membership discount. 

$65 for three consecutive 

calendar years if submitted 

prior to March 1 2022 

Renew early so that you can 

retain your listing on our 

breeder page on the NAWSA 

website, and remain in the 

discussion group on Face-

book!! 

TIME TO RENEW 
MEMBERSHIPS 

NAWSA Breed Up Program 

A óbreed upô sheep breed is very different than working with other 

already established breeds. The goals of the NAWSA  from the 

beginning of itôs establishment in 1998 was to encourage and sup-

port breeders to re-create the existing UK Wensleydale sheep. To 

that end our Registry and rules were designed to encourage the 

use of purebred UK semen for five or more generations to ap-

proach re-creating the breed here in the US. Statistically that is 

the most accurate way of tracing the blood percent. 

The percentage number by itself does not always accurately rep-

resent how well that goal has been met. Five or more consecutive 

AI breeding's was considered the gold standard for blood per-

centage calculations and for achieving reliable duplication of the 

breed generation after generation, but has never been enforced 

on breeders who are free to make their own choices. The idea is 

that a 50% infusion with semen from outstanding UK animals for 

five straight generations would give a base to build from that 

should precipitate the genetic re-creation of the existing breed. 

Live cover from domestic rams has always been acceptable, and 

without an infusion of new semen, many breeders have had no 

choice but to use live cover, and have produced some magnificent 

animals. 

An accurate and reliable Registry provides members with pedi-

gree information. Are there errors? Of course, but we rely on the 

integrity of breeders submitting accurate pedigrees so we can 

track the blood percent progress. óWhoopsô breeding's, or allow-

ing animals that may have some Wensleydale genetics does not 

fit easily into this protocol, as it takes us further away from accu-

racy in adhering to the blood percent modality to achieve our 

goals. 

Once we step away from that protocol, we are left with having to 

make visual inspection of animals and/or subjective  judgement 

calls, which is not the existing purpose of the NAWSA.  

This may need to change if and when we are allowed to import 

live animals with UK Wensleydale registrations. Careful planning 

and thought as to how best to develop the breed with exciting 

new import horizons in sight! 

https://www.glmregistry.com/nawsa/online/html/nawsa_login.html
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RESULTS FROM SURVEY 

Winter 2021-22 North American 
Wensleydale Sheep 
Association 

The NAWSA sent a survey to all our members to ask their opinion about giving Wensleydale wethers 

some sort of legitimacy if they would otherwise be eligible for registration having met all the require-

ments EXCEPT having been neutered. 

The majority of those responding indicated that they would like us to move forward with this idea, 

working out the details of exactly how this would work, and what paperwork would be involved.  

This should not impact the Registry, and will not affect any registered rams that were issued papers 

and then were neutered at a later date. The more data and information we can collect and have avail-

able to members the better.  

Expect this topic to be on the agenda of the next board meeting, and bring your thoughts on how to 

word the necessary policy and any changes necessary to the bylaws (if any). 
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Q2 If yes, would you like them to be part of the Registry or somehow in a separate category? 
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The New York Sheep and Wool Festival in Rhinebeck New York is 
always an amazing celebration of fiber and the animals that pro-
duce it, but this year was extra-special.   

Vender booths were spread out and while visitors were fewer in 
number, they had so much enthusiasm and pent-up demand for 
all things fiber that most vendors reported record sales for the 
weekend.    

Our booth displayed Wensleydale wool from our farm ranging 
from raw fleece to handmade scarves.   

It was hectic Saturday morning leading up to the doors opening ï 
so much so that we forgot to check the fleece show results until the 
last minute and were able to snap just one quick photo of our 
Grand Champion Natural Colored fleece before it left for its new 
home.   

We were delighted that the judges appreciated the beautiful Wens-
leydale fleece from one of our NAWSA registered ewes!   

Karen Stern- Windsong Farm-Burdett NY 

Julia Shreiner-New Beginnings Farm-
Manheim PA brought their lovely Wensleydales 
to Rhinebeck again this year, and represented 
the NAWSA in the white long wool sheep show.  
 
Her animals won top prizes last year, and were 
wonderful examples of the breed again this 
year, receiving many complements and oooohs 
and ahhhhs.  Not all judges are familiar with 
our beautiful breed, this year the judge did not 

know they were 
Wensleydales!  That 
is why we need more 
show ambassadors 
to get them óout 
thereô and in the 
public and the judg-
es eyes!  

Winter 2021-22 

North American Wensleydale Sheep Association 

Wensleydales make a splash in the show ring, in the 

vendor booths, breed display and in the fleece shows in 

2021 again at Rhinebeck 2021 
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It was exciting to have a regular sheep show this year after almost 2 years of Covid 
reduced (or eliminated) events! Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival had the full 
program this year and we were able to show our Wensleydales in a sheep show for 
the first time. My oldest daughter, Elise, has really fallen in love with them so it 
was great for her to get a chance to show them before she heads off to college next 
year.  

As far as our experience at the show, I would say that overall we had fun. The 
sheep really looked good... Clean fleece and relatively well behaved. I always try to 
remember when showing sheep that you have to go for other reasons than the 
competition, because the competition is so largely contingent upon the sheep show 
judge. I think the primary identifying characteristic of this breed of sheep is the 
fleece. The long, free flowing staple length that you can get with these sheep is 
amazing, not to mention the luster! Unfortunately, the "Wool Breed Judge" this 
year fell far short of expectations.  

I've been showing my Leicester Longwools in sheep shows since 2015 and there 
have been definite highs and lows. Sheep show judges are not created equally, but 
the common aspect has always been the wool breed judge would at least look at the 
wool and say something about it. This year broke that trend. Not only did the judge 
not say anything about the fleece, he didn't even look at it - and the only time he 
touched it was when he was checking the back formation. Considering so much 
emphasis of my culling is related to the fleece it was highly disappointing. Consid-
ering the spectacle of a sheep with 10"staple length fleece in pristine condition not 
even being mentioned, I have to admit it kind of made me angry. That's how sheep 
shows can go though, so it was a good reminder. I do the sheep show thing for a 
few reasons, and winning is really not one (because it is so rare). Why do I show 
and was the Wisconsin show successful this year? I show my sheep to create mem-
ories with my kids, to expose people to some of these rare breeds you just don't see 
everyday, and to have a chance to hang out with other sheep "weirdos" like my-
self.  I was frustrated with the judging, but I have to say that the experience was 
still positive. The other, more important aspects of showing were successful! Now 
if I can get a few more Wensleydales breeders to show in Wisconsin it would be 
even more fun!  

David Berryhill, The Berryhill Farm Pine Island, MN 

 

. . .  and at the Wisconsin Sheep and Wool 


