Important Ideas & Beliefs at Homeward
As CS Lewis notes, ‘We are now getting to the point where different beliefs about the universe lead to different behaviour” [and inevitable outcomes] (1972, p. 3). 
At Homeward, as we attempt to live out the vision of Charlotte Mason, we have found there are some ideas, beliefs and values that are central to all that we do. 
The first key idea/belief is of the centrality of the Christian faith, developing a Christian mindset, and practically living out the implications of a Christian worldview. 
Charlotte Mason trained her apprentice teachers with the view that everything they do in the school day, was an outworking of both the quality of their own relationship with God, and their view of the child as a person, made in the image of God and so very precious, and yet with fallen tendencies that need the discipline of constant habit-training. In an open letter to Maria Montessori, Charlotte Mason challenged her with the following thoughts 
“Anyone who wants to teach children needs to decide whether man [sic] is just physical, or something more. It can't be both ways, and even the most trivial detail of the school day will line up with one or the other of these two fundamental perspectives.” (Mason 1910) 
As Schaeffer (2003) explains: 
“Christianity as a world view has implications for the arts, the sciences, politics, economics, psychology, business [and how we respond to the environment, family, friends and associates; affecting our everyday choices in life, at home, at work, in our recreation, etc.]. We seek to develop a Christian mind and a biblical perspective in all areas of life, not just some narrow 'religious area'..."    
The Christian Story of Faith:
To explain some of the ideas that are very important to us in the Charlotte Mason tradition, I want to tell you a true story.
In the beginning of all things, and even before the beginning, there was and is only one God, who is all powerful, all knowing, present everywhere; whose nature or character is essentially relational and loving, while being absolutely just and merciful at the same time; and whose thoughts and actions are wholly good and true and beautiful. As difficult as it is to comprehend, this one true God is a three-person being – three-in-one, that we call ‘the Trinity’ or the ‘Triune God’.  In our limited comprehension of a triune God, these three Persons are known as God the Father, God the Son (Jesus Christ), and God the Holy Spirit.
The amazingly complex universe including the extraordinary precise patterning, and purposeful information-rich design found all through the natural world, is absolutely impossible to be merely the result of random processes acting on matter through chance and time. 
Darwin himself said…  “If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed, which could not possibly have been formed by numerous, successive, slight modifications, my theory would absolutely break down” … yet this ‘irreducible complexity’ is exactly what scientists are discovering at every level of biology from the simplest microorganism to complex organs such as the human eye (Behe, 2006). 
Thus, we believe that the universe, the natural world, and human beings were created with intelligent design by God.
We believe that people are made in the image of God ie., humans have attributes of personality, complex reasoning, being self-aware with a capacity for introspection, altruism and creative thinking, and having great potential for goodness, truth, and beauty.
However, mankind is also experiencing the ongoing generational effects of what is known as “The Fall”, ie., where the first humans and each person thereafter has ‘sinned’. Sin is simply a state of rebellion in which we all have consciously or unconsciously chosen to live as though God does not exist, and His revealed ways do not matter. 
Even though we may be doing this unconsciously just by our habitual nature, there is a penalty (or natural consequence) for living apart from God’s laws, will and design. The natural consequence of living our lives separate from a relationship with God, is ‘spiritual death’ (ie., eternal separation from relationship with God, the ultimate source of all life and of all goodness, truth and beauty). That is what is meant when the Bible says “the wages of sin is death”. In other words – the consequence of rejecting God and His design and purposes for life, is that we are separated from that life.
This sin-state that all people find themselves in, is ultimately unsatisfying as it is as though we all have a God-shaped hole inside our being (our heart, mind, spirit), which gives us a longing for meaning and purpose, and for spiritual connection with our Great Creator, to make us whole and fulfilled. This sometimes subtle longing for God (and for the love and peace that only He can give) is why humans have created all manner of religions to try to re-connect with the Spirit of God. 
Even so, because God is Holy and totally just, the spiritual separation from God (that resulted from sin) is so vast a chasm that it is impossible for humans to repair a relationship with God by their own efforts through any religious activity on their part. Thus, all religions based on good works and self-effort or will power, fail to reconnect with God.
However, God in His great love, desiring relationship with people, reached out and accomplished what humans could not. He paid the penalty Himself, on our behalf. Thus, God the Father, sent His only Son Jesus to pay the price – death on a cross – which is like paying the ransom for our sin, or like paying bail to get us out of jail. 
Jesus, being wholly God, gave up some of the unlimitedness of God, limiting Himself to human form (still being fully God in His nature and character, mind and heart, but also being fully human). 
So, Jesus was born of the virgin Mary. He lived a life amongst people of this world to show them how a human can live their life in perfect relationship with God, a life lived in absolute goodness, truth and beauty.
The other purpose in Jesus coming to earth was to pay the debt, the death penalty needed to restore relationship with God. As God is totally just, he cannot abide with sin. Jesus came and lived a perfect sinless life, and so Jesus was the only one who could pay the required death penalty as a substitute for all people in all time periods. 
Now, because Jesus was sinless and did not deserve the death penalty (physical and spiritual), then Death could not hold Him, and so He rose from the dead three days later, in a resurrected body, and appeared at various times to over 500 people before going back to heaven.
The great news for the whole of human-kind throughout all ages, is that God offers us this restored relationship (that Jesus paid for with His life) – He offers this to us as a free gift. There is nothing we can do to earn it, whether by good works or religious observance. ‘Eternal Life’, an ongoing relationship with God is freely given, and all we have to do to receive this great gift is the following…
1. Believe  that God exists, and is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him;
2. Believe that Jesus is the Son of God; and that He died for our sins, and rose again, and now is in Heaven with God the Father and the Holy Spirit as One Triune God;
3. Repent – that means to turn away from your old sinful nature by confessing that you have not lived your life in proper relationship with God.
4. Pray to Jesus, asking Him to come into your life and be Lord and Master. Put Jesus on the throne of your life, the central position in your heart and mind;
5. Trust that Jesus has once and forever forgiven you for all past and future sin in your life; 
6. Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with His power to live a transformed life, daily changing you into the likeness and character of Christ.
7. Your previously squashed and dead spirit (called the ‘old nature’) has now been ‘born again’ so to speak. When people are ‘born again’ like this, some people might experience an overpowering sensation of God filling and renewing them. Others feel no physical sensation at the time, but simply experience a renewed sense of deep peace. Others may experience nothing, but the fact is that you are now a new being. The thing to realise is that this is just the beginning of a new life-long adventure with God. 
From now on, you will begin to notice changes in your life as your passions begin to gradually line up with all that is good, true and beautiful (your ‘new nature’). You may not change all at once, but you should grow to be more and more full of the character of Christ, being transformed by the daily renewing of your mind and heart. The way to ensure this transformation takes place, is to stay connected to God, drawing your life from Him. Although this new life is a free gift, there are some things you can do to help you stay connected with God.
- praying or talking with God about everything. Then He will bring to mind His thoughts;
- reading His Word the Bible daily;
- fellowshipping regularly with His people, the Church; 
Also, make sure you then confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord. In other words, begin to tell others what Jesus has done for you.
Of course, this new relationship with Jesus is very personal and will mean different things to different people, so you will have a unique story to tell of how Jesus has healed and changed you and given you meaning and purpose in life.
But if you have to summarise quickly how to be born again, then here are five main concepts  to remember…
1) God the Creator of all things loves you and has a plan for your life
2) We all have sinned and fallen short of God’s perfect plan
3) The consequence for living in sin is eternal death, being cut off from the life of God
4) However, God loves you so much He sent His Son Jesus to die on the cross and pay the death penalty Himself
5) If you confess your sin, He is faithful and just to forgive all your sin and grant you eternal life.
Understanding the Christian faith is the first key idea at Homeward. 



2. The second key idea is the concept that ‘children are persons’ and due the respect thereof.


3. Parents are the primary educators of their children, and parents have the first and foremost right to make choices about the education of their children.  
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