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“If anything, [decolonial
cunning] recognizes that the

line between individual acts of
revolt and universal freedom is
a fine one indeed and that even

the most mundane acts of
cunning can help generate self-
consciousness and prepare the
grounds for liberation. To steal

a pig from the master, for
example, was about far more

than the value of the pig: what
mattered was ‘the actual act of

stealing [it],’ through which
slaves ‘outsmarted their

physically powerful owners with
their wits alone.’”

Motivational quotes from our 2024
book picks to inspire you in turbulent

times

“Your protest, your refusal
to be run over, your local

actions, added to those of
others world over, will

slowly tilt this world toward
more justice. People will

share the story of this
campaign and be inspired by
it to launch their own...After
you have time to rest, I hope
that you will get up and sing
and also dance. We will be

right here, right by your side,
singing and dancing too. The

savages will not win....My
love to you all.”

“... I am here simply because I want
to thank you Ferguson activists,
because you refused to drop the
torch of struggle. When you were
urged to go home and go back to

business as usual, you said no and in
the process you made Ferguson a

worldwide symbol of resistance. At a
time when we are urged to settle for

fast solutions, easy answers,
formulaic resolutions, Ferguson

protesters said no. You were
determined to continue to make the

issues of violence against Black
communities visible. You refused to

believe that there were any
simplistic answers and you

demonstrated that you would not
allow this issue to be buried in the

graveyard that has not only claimed
Black lives but also so many

struggles to defend those lives.”

“Now, comrades, now is the
time to decide to change

sides. We must shake off the
great mantle of night which
has enveloped us, and reach

for the light. The new day
which is dawning must find
us determined, enlightened

and resolute.
We must abandon our

dreams and say farewell to
our old beliefs and former
friendships. Let us not lose
time in useless laments or

sickening mimicry.”

“Let me offer now a favorite
saying of Hawaiians. It was

uttered by one of our great chiefs
before the worst battle of his life:

Imua e nā poki`i
Forward my younger siblings

A inu i ka wai `awa`awa
And drink the bitter water

A loa`a ka lei
Of opposition until we wear the

lei

O ka Lanakila
of Victory.”
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THESE QUOTES COME FROM
THE FOLLOWING BOOKS:

Excerpt from From a Native Daughter:
Colonialism and Sovereignty In Hawai`i

by Haunani-Kay Trask, page 109
Excerpt from We Do This `Til We
Free Us by Mariame Kaba, page 129

Excerpt from The Wretched of the
Earth by Frantz Fanon, page 235

Excerpt from Anticolonial
Eruptions by Geo Maher, page 17

“... Alice responded by saying that
there are times when things are
so horrible we literally lose the

ability to talk about them. That is
to say, in the face of suffering

such as this-unspeakable
suffering-we come undone. We
are left bereft of words to bear

witness. Constitutionally
incapable of coming to anyone’s

rescue, including our own.
In the book, she is calling us to

overcome that speechlessness.
To push past it, to take a step

beyond our trauma, and into the
sun.

So here goes. ...”
Excerpt from No Country for Eight-
Spot Butterflies: A Lyric Essay by

Julian Aguon, page 74

Excerpt from Freedom Is A Constant Struggle:
Ferguson, Palestine, and the Foundations of a
Movement by Angela Y. Davis, page 90 (PDF)


