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“The colonized subject thus
discovers his life, his breathing and
his heartbeats are the same as the

colonist’s. He discovers that the
skin of a colonist is not worth more
that the ‘native’s.” in other words,
his world receives a fundamental
jolt. The colonized’s revolutionary
new assurance stems from this. If in
fact, my life is worth as much as the
colonist’s, his look can no longer
strike fear into me or nail me to the
spot and his voice can no longer
petrify me. | am no longer uneasy in
his presence. In reality, to hell with
him. Not only does his presence no
longer bother me, but | am already
preparing to waylay him in such a
way that soon he will have no other
solution but to flee.”
Excerpt from The Wretched of the
Earth by Frantz Fanon, page 10
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“At the individual level, violence is a
cleansing force. It rids the colonized
of their inferiority complex, of their
passive and despairing attitude. It
emboldens them, and restores their
self-confidence. Even if the armed
struggle has been symbolic, and even
if they have been demobilized by
rapid decolonization, the people
have time to realize that liberation
was the achievement of each and
every one and no special merit
should go to the leader. Violence
hoists the people up to the level of
the leader. Hence their aggressive
tendency to distrust the system of
protocol that young governments are
quick to establish. When they have
used violence to achieve national
liberation, the masses allow nobody

to come forward as ‘liberator.”
Excerpt from The Wretched of the
Earth by Frantz Fanon, page 51-52
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