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Motivational quotes about love from
our 2024 book picks to inspire you in

turbulent times

“You, don’t be afraid. I said that it
was intended that you would

perish in the ghetto, perish by
never being allowed to go behind

the white man’s definitions, by
never being allowed to spell your

proper name. You have, and
many of us have, defeated this

intention; and, by a terrible law, a
terrible paradox, those innocents

who believed that your
imprisonment made them safe

are losing their grasp of reality. ...
And if the word integration

means anything, this is what it
means: that we, with love, shall

force our brothers to see
themselves as they are, to cease
fleeing from reality and begin to

change it.”

“To live our lives based on the
principles of a love ethic
(showing care, respect,

knowledge, integrity, and the
will to cooperate), we have to
be courageous. Learning how
to face our fears is one way to

embrace love. Our fear may
not go away, but it will not

stand in the way. Those of us
who have already chosen to

embrace a love ethic, allowing
it to govern and inform how
we think and act, know that
when we let our light shine,

we draw to us and are drawn
to other bearers of light. We

are not alone.”

“Any disease of the soul must
be conquered by a turning of

one’s soul. This turning is done
through one’s own affirmation
of one’s worth--an affirmation

fueled by the concern of
others. A love ethic must be at

the center of a politics of
conversion. A love ethic has

nothing to do with sentimental
feelings or tribal connections.

Rather it is a last attempt at
generating a sense of agency

among a downtrodden people.
... Self-love and love of others

are both modes toward
increasing self-valuation and

encouraging political
resistance in one’s

community.”

“When we do what we love,
we nourish the soul of the

world. When we do something
else, something we don’t love,

we run the risk not only of
being very unhappy people,

but of hurting other people as
well, even people we

supposedly love. In fact, we
run the risk of never knowing
love at all; that is, the kind of

love that is separate from
possession. If we don’t learn

how to be quiet and attend to
that whisper in each of us, if
we fail to cultivate our own

inner gift, we grow cold.”

“When we see love as the
will to nurture one’s own or
another’s spiritual growth,

revealed through acts of
care, respect, knowing, and
assuming responsibility, the
foundation of all love in our
life is the same. There is no

special love exclusively
reserved for romantic

partners. Genuine love is the
foundation of our

engagement with ourselves,
with family, with friends,

with partners, with everyone
we choose to love.”

RADICAL MOTIVATIONALQUOTES FOR
REVOLUTIONARIESVOL. III - LOVE

“Love is at the same time the
foundation of dialogue and

dialogue itself. It is thus
necessarily the task of

responsible Subjects and
cannot exist in a relation of

domination. Domination
reveals the pathology of love:
sadism in the dominator and
masochism in the dominated.

Because love is an act of
courage, not of fear, love is
commitment to others. No

matter where the oppressed
are found, the act of love is

commitment to their cause -
the cause of liberation.” 

THESE QUOTES COME FROM
THE FOLLOWING BOOKS:

Excerpt from The Fire Next Time
by James Baldwin, pages 7-8

Excerpt from Race Matters by Dr.
Cornel West, pages 28-29

Excerpt from All About Love: New
Visions by bell hooks, page 101

Excerpt from All About Love: New
Visions by bell hooks, page 136

Excerpt from No Country for Eight-Spot
Butterflies: A Lyric Essay by Julian Aguon,

pages 51-52
Excerpt from Pedagogy of the

Oppressed by Paulo Freire, pages 89-90


