MY CHAT WIT

Santa Claus!

By Managing Editor, Chris Vallone Bushee

Have you ever wanted to wear a different colored suit?

Hromm... | did, but Mrs. Claus didn't like it, so | stayed with the RED..
Cotta keep the Mrs. Happy!

Do you carry a cell phone on the sleigh with you?

Yes, | do.. need fo stay in fouch with my Head Hif.. Wilie, and of course
Mrs. Claus likes to know that I'm sticking to my schedule.

Who eats more cookies? you or the reindeer?

| do of coursel

Do you wear Under Armour under your suib?

No, but | have always been a fan of fruit of the loom.

Whose cookies are best? Mrs. Claus or the elves’

Well.. they all make good cookies, but Mrs. Claus’ are the best..
why do you think I look like this - Hol Ho! Hol

Does Rudolph's nose glow all year?

No.. it only glows on Christmas Eve... it's a very magical event to watchl

Do you eab all the cookies or take them home with you?

[l be honest... | do bring some home with me!

What's the funniest thing that a kid has ever asked you
for?

It was a little boy, about 4 years old.. and believe it or not.. he asked for an ATM
Machinell [l never forget that one - Hol Hol Hol

What do YOU want for Christmas?

I've always wanted a little customized red and white golf cart, but after
seeing some classic cars recently, | have my eye on an old red pick-up truck
with wooden racks in the back.

What's your favoribe newspaper?

Hol Hol Ho! - | tell Chad, and everybody else who will listen to me..
I LOVE Saratoga TODAY.. the stories, the coverage, the photos..
| get more info from that paper than anything else out therel
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who’s on the

by Chris Vallone Bushee

Saratoga TODAY

SARATOGA — SANTAIS COMING!
That's right, e
the EIf on the Shelf “gklﬁninsv 1“;:'1'3

has been reporting
back to Santa on little
kids living in this area
and we have proof...
because our readers
have sent us their
photos!

See pages 16-17 |

Inside TODAY

Business 14-15
Education 18-19 |
Pulse 29-31
Sports 36-39 §

Here are a few for

you to see for yourself,
just in case you don't
believe us!

Weekend Forecast |

38 | SIMPLY SARATOGA | HOLIDAY 2014

saratogalODAYnewspaper.com



21 years oi makmg people happy. Jox i/
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Art + Fine Crafts

T CRAFTERS GALLERY T
N GIFTS = ART - FRAMING

havd ot work 427 Broadway, in lovely Downtown Saratoga !
LI 518)583-2435 [ W9 @ i

Check us out anytime at www.CraitersGallerySaratoga.com

r-----------_--1

Tis the season
glve some fun!

Looking for a special toy or
a great stocking stuffer, we can
help you put it under the tree!

* Apple Park m Baby DeeDee = Brio m Bruder
cloud b m Corolle = Djeco m Douglas = eco-kids
Folkmanis Puppets = Green Toys = Gund = Haba

HAPE = Janod = Jellycat m Kid-O = Magna-Tiles
Manhattan Toy = Maple Landmark = Papo = Plan
Playmobil m Ravensburger m Schleich
Skip-Hop and so much more!

Our Scout ENf, Frisbee, lkes o
sit out in le‘n sigt where he
sees EVERYTHING that the
kids are doing,

Tt drives them crozy, but T
send him a Thank. You note each

nsimas Uiyt 461 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY  518-587-2143 'S Willikers
MOY"@GW\ H. I ﬂ Also visit us at gwillikerstoys.com

L--—-----------‘
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‘B visits every  our girls awake Jrlms\/ enjoy finding his various hiding
year. He starts Places and Posi’rions. The gjrls are getting older, but
lnisJ'ou\mey on our youngest who isJuer furning 10 5Peaks of EIf
December Ist freoLuenﬂy and is Inoping he will come back again this
and shows up af year and visit. Tt is bittersweet on Christmas Day
our house in a as EIf has left us but he always writes a note of
mysterious way good cheer for his safe veturn the following year.
and era\/s until Christmas Eve. He once showed uwp This year we were fortunate enough to get a ‘celfie’
in a cand\]z cane s“friped box hanging from a free in - of Ef. It is hung on our daughters bulletin board
the vard because it seemed he Paraclnu’red inand got  for good luck.

stuck. "EMf switches spofs every evening and when — Jyje |/
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That's our eff, Billy, Zip-
lining across the living
yoom, but that is NOT
the craziest thing he's
done. Oh no.. he's snuck
info my doughter's room
and written his name
across her forehead
(go0d thing she is such
a deep sleeper!) and
he's GIFT WRAPPED
the toilet and HID in
the medicine cabinet..

I love waJrclning
my daugh’rer Yun
around the house

every morning
Ioolcing for J‘mgles,

our elf. T couldnt
imagine Christmas in
our house, without
Jingles! —Slnelle\/i D.

Our EH, Snowball, caused |
a lot of *discussion’ in
our house the morning
she was found in the
front window... was she
trying fo get away from
the cats? Was she
learning how fo ziP—line?
What do we do if she
fell down?l - Mack K.

When 5i|l\/ first showed
up, he never left the
fop of the tree, T think
he was teaching Slne!by
how this works.. "I
watch you, and you do
NOT touch mel

She loves her little elfl
Tmcy F.
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Every \ear our son anxjously
awaits the return of Jt osepln,
ow Eff on the Shelf. It

usually oceurs vight after
Thanksgjving.

One sfory I vividly remember
lnaPPened during a Pla\/ date.
Our son's friend touched the
EH-YIKES

Obviousy he didnt know that a
human fouching an EX can vuin
the Eff's Christmas magic. Our
SON'S €xes immediafely welled
up and we could tell he was
very uPse+.

Could this vuin Christmas?

Would the EXf make it up 10
the North Pole to repor+ 10
Santar

Luckjlx/, my husband sent a
message direcﬂy 1o Santa and
exP|ajned the situation.

Crisis averted.
Kim K.
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| King DAIRY

BROTHERS

A
—

We Deliver!

Place your order at
kingbrothersdairy.com
Or call...
695-MILK (6455)

' We are proud to provide

you the best tasting milk
you have ever had.
'This milk is all-natural
with no antibiotics or
growth hormones.
We guarantee 100%

satisfaction!

Visit the Farm Storxe
311 King Road
(Schuylerville, NY 12871)
M-F 10-5:30, Sat 10-2

Fresh Gut chrlstmas

Trees At
AIIerdlce. .

Balsam and
Fraser Firs

2570 Rte. 9, Malta - 899-6222

“Limited selection may also be available in Milton
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name is Nadine and this is My version
of The EIf on the Shelf..
and I'm sticking to it
The EF came to me when T was\jus‘r
5 year's old. To be honest, T was ver
uPse+ when she showed uﬁy in fact, T
eried. T had heard from friends that she

PEESeeSl VB 4 watches everything you do and re&oﬁrs

back 1o Santa every higit. Come on, I'm in kindergarten..L'm info
evevyfhing..l find evevyﬂning interesting and L lie 1o investigate.
Mom is alwa\/s \}elling, ‘Get out of that' or “Don't touch that' and the
last thing L need is some Spy elf feling Santa all my business.

Mom assured me ever\/ﬂ/\ing would be ok, because as the EXf gets
1o know \ou, & relationship grows and she understands that youre
youny and‘)usf curious. I feft a little better about that and Mom
said my next task was 1o name her..and I named her Suzie. Then
the unthinkable haPPened.,.Mom said, “YOU MAY NEVER TOUCH
SUZIEer

I moughf WHAT..? T aJ\ready hod a new outfit T Plckf,d out in my
head for her nncludmg a beret from Parigl

Oh well.Mom set her on the mantel of the ﬁreplaoe and T found
m\;sekf eyeballing her each time I waked b\/-, wondering how this
was really oping 1o Play out.

Starting the morning of
December ¥ through Christmas
Day our elves (\/es we have

wo) aways find creative and
mischievous ways to Surprise my
three chidren each morning. I'm
reaﬂy not sure who loves it more,
the kids or me?l They are not to
be moved or touched (if anyone
has a 3 year old, you know how
hard this can be) or they wil lose
their magjcal powers. The elves
"rePoH‘ back to Santa every
hight with their dajlx/ repor+ of the
kiddos, so they always try extra
hard fo be good and if theyre
inPPing, IJ'LL@L remind them of
who's watching their every move.
We are all looking forward fo
this Upcoming Holida\/ season and
for the return of Chuckles and
Ginger.  -Christina

The next morning when T goT Suzie was not on the mantel.
Mom said each nigln’r when Suzie veturns from the North Pole

she lands in a different spot in the house. How cool is that..now
I'm in search of Suzie. \J;Iling ‘SUZTIE.SUZTE WHERE ARE
YOUr* You would never believe where T found Iner...hanging from
the Christmas Tree Starl I laughed and laughed and thougpt her
landing was kinda ke Moms driving, Maybe she needs a little more
Pmcﬁce. The next Aay I found her in the dog food bin; L think
she was shooting fo land on the kitchen table AND MISSED. LOL!
T've found her on the waslning machine, a pichure frame, the Ainin@
room table, hanging off the light switch, in the wreath looking in the
front door and in my stocking,

Tt is so much fun fo see where she will land each morning, I now
can't wait for Thanksgiving because T know, Suzie wil show up the
next morning, L have a blast searching for her every day until
Christmas Eve when Suzie leaves for the North Pole with her last
repor+ 1o Santa. Al T can say s, I have an awesome Christmas
every year <o..

I ouess T'm not so bad after all

T e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e i g

..as told To Grandma

T e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
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o0 00000000 O0COCOGOGEOSEOSEOSPS
: Owr ENf, Jax, caused quite the stir :
o the morning that the kids could not e
: find him ANYWHERE!

: After running through the whole
e house - twice - my dougnter fel

: 1o the floor and started eing

o thinking that Jax was gone

: forever. LuckiN her big brother

e 1old her fo open her eyes and look.
o UP... and there was Jax, hangjing

o out watching evevyﬂning from the
ceiing fan -Lisa M.

Our eff went sightseeing in
Saratoga when he veaized m
doughnter was SPending the night
at a friend'sl

—Cm“hy G.

saratogalODAYnewspaper.com

All day leam
to ski or

snowhoard
Badd L Weekendﬁig(._quiqﬂf‘Qn—d
e Up to three 1 1/2 hour.lessons' |

* Rentals
¢ Learning Area Lift Ticket

F DPIOEEERINGIDEMOS

1

17 Intervale Road, Greenwich, New York 12834

e, (518) 692-7337
OUNTAIN iss@uillardmountain.com

willardmountain.com
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