
Journal Prompts: Exploring Gender Roles in Relationships

Reflecting on Societal Expectations

1. How have societal gender roles influenced your expectations in relationships (both 
romantic and platonic)?

2. What are some traditional gender roles you’ve experienced or observed in your family, 
culture, or community? How have these shaped your ideas about relationships?

3. How do you feel about the pressure to fulfill certain gender roles in your relationship? 
Are they empowering or restrictive?

4. How have gender roles in the past (in your upbringing or in society) influenced how you 
view men, women, and nonbinary individuals in relationships?

5. Are there certain traits or behaviors you’ve felt compelled to adopt because of societal 
gender expectations? How do these roles affect your relationship dynamics?

Gender Roles and Relationship Expectations

6. How do you believe your gender has shaped the way your partner expects you to act or 
behave in the relationship?

7. What role does power or authority play in your relationship based on traditional gender 
expectations? How do these roles affect communication or decision-making?

8. Do you think that either you or your partner feel burdened by fulfilling traditional gender 
roles? How can you shift this dynamic?

9. How do you feel when your partner expresses their needs or desires outside of their 
assigned gender roles?

10. How do your gender roles impact the division of responsibilities in your relationship 
(e.g., household chores, financial contributions, emotional labor)?

Breaking Free from Gender Stereotypes

11. How does it feel when you step outside the traditional gender roles and express traits that 
are typically considered "opposite" to your gender identity?

12. Are there aspects of your relationship where you feel like breaking free from gender 
norms could bring more harmony or authenticity? What would those look like?

13. How can you and your partner encourage each other to express your emotions and needs 
without being constrained by gendered expectations?

14. What are the benefits of allowing both partners in the relationship to take on roles that 
feel more authentic and aligned with personal strengths, rather than traditional gender 
expectations?

15. How can you create a space in your relationship that allows both of you to show 
vulnerability, strength, and care regardless of gender norms?

Gender and Communication Styles

16. How do you believe your gender affects your communication style in the relationship? 
Do you notice any tendencies to communicate differently based on gender expectations?

17. Have you ever felt misunderstood by your partner because of gendered communication? 
How did you handle it, and how can you communicate more effectively moving forward?



18. How can you both ensure that communication is open, direct, and free from judgment, 
particularly if gender roles make certain emotions or needs harder to express?

19. Are there specific topics that feel difficult to discuss with your partner because of gender 
norms or expectations? How could you work together to make those conversations 
easier?

20. How can you create a relationship dynamic where both partners feel they can express 
vulnerability, care, and strength, without feeling limited by gender?

Gender Roles and Intimacy

21. How do you feel gender expectations shape your intimacy and sexual relationship with 
your partner? Are there ways these expectations create pressure or discomfort?

22. Are there any aspects of intimacy that you wish you could approach differently based on 
your authentic self, rather than following gendered expectations?

23. How can you both create a more balanced and equal approach to intimacy, where both 
partners feel empowered to express their desires without shame or fear of judgment?

24. In what ways do you believe traditional gender roles have affected the way affection or 
love is expressed in your relationship?

25. How can you both foster a relationship where intimacy—emotional, physical, or 
otherwise—is not constrained by outdated or limiting gender roles?

Gender Roles and Parenting

26. How do you envision gender roles in parenting? How have your views on parenting been 
shaped by gender norms or expectations?

27. How do you balance the roles of caregiving and providing in the relationship? Are these 
roles clearly defined, or do they shift based on personal preferences and strengths?

28. How can you both ensure that gender expectations do not limit how you parent together 
or the responsibilities each partner takes on in the family dynamic?

29. How can you teach your children about equality and non-traditional gender roles when it 
comes to relationships, roles, and responsibilities in the family?

30. How do you want to model healthy gender dynamics and break stereotypes for your 
children or those around you?


