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Lewis Mountain
Lewis Mountain is a circa 1909 home situated on the most visible and spectacular knoll in Central Virginia.
Listed on both the Virginia and National Historic Landmark Registers, the stone manor was designed by
noted Charlottesville architect Eugene Bradbury and is surrounded by dry laid stone retaining walls on
its 42.79-acre site. From its multiple porticoes and balconies, Lewis Mountain offers a 360-degree view
overlooking the University of Virginia, the city of Charlottesville, and the Blue Ridge Mountains as far as
the eye can see. The facade is even visible from the University of Virginia lawn, making it a source of campus
legend that tourists sometimes confuse for Monticello. The interior of the house features grand rooms
with 14-foot ceilings, fireplaces in nearly every room, and fabulous details like paneled wainscoting, marble
mantelpieces, and ornate cornices. The property also includes a guest house, pool, and a detached garage or
stable building. This iconic residence is a must-see for anyone who wishes to own a piece of Charlottesville
and UVA history.

The Manor House
Constructed in 1909 of hand-chiseled gray granite, the main house at Lewis Mountain consists of 10,960
square feet of stately, elegant rooms designed to the highest standards. The entrance hall is flanked by a
music room, library, and drawing room on the northern side and a reception room, dining room, and kitchen
on the southern end of the house. Each room features fabulous details like paneled wainscoting, chandeliers,
intricately carved cornices, and beautiful oak floors. Most of these design elements are original, with the
exception of the marble mantelpieces, which were added in the early 1970s. Upstairs is a large central
hall as well as four bedrooms and two bathrooms, which still have many of their original fixtures. Two of
the bedrooms have fireplaces with wooden Federal-style mantels. There are additional rooms on the attic
level, which can serve as additional bedrooms or storage rooms, as well as a staircase leading to the rooftop
deck. Those impressed by the exterior of the house will not be disappointed by the interior, as the scale and
elegance of Lewis Mountain befits its surroundings.

Lewis Mountain History
The stately mansion crowning the conical promontory known as Lewis Mountain immediately west of the
University of Virginia has been an intriguing area landmark for a century. Its conspicuous site has made it an
object of curiosity and lore since its construction. Designed by Charlottesville architect Eugene Bradbury,
the house is a conscious reference to the classicism introduced to the region by Thomas Jefferson, who
espoused the use of the Roman architectural vocabulary for the dwellings of the Piedmont landscape. Lewis
Mountain is also a product of the American Renaissance, the architectural movement identified by its
monumental classical works. The project was the dream of John Watts Kearny, a former Union Army
officer, who took note of the site while passing through the region during the Civil War. He vowed to
return some day and establish his home on the mountain’s summit. Designed in 1909, the massive granite
dwelling, along with its guest house and stable, was completed within the next two years. Its grounds were
laid out by Boston landscape architect Warren H. Manning.

Lewis Mountain was one of Bradbury’s earliest Charlottesville commissions and was his most ambitious.
Though he designed an impressive number of houses for the region, none would be as large or so grandly appointed.
Most of his later commissions were for less assertive residences for local professionals, including doctors, lawyers,
and merchants. Like many of the second generation American Renaissance architects, Bradbury worked in a variety
of styles such as American colonial and Mediterranean. Among Bradbury’s designs that exhibit the influence of
Jeffersonian classicism is the 1925 St. Paul’s Memorial Episcopal Church facing the university grounds.
With his Lewis Mountain scheme, Bradbury, among other things, provided an architectural backdrop for the
university campus. The motive for this may have come about through consultation with landscape architect Warren
Manning, who was designing a campus master plan for the university at the time. Thus it is not coincidental that
Manning was engaged by John Watts Kearny to draft the landscape layout for Lewis Mountain. The site allowed
Bradbury and Manning to play on Jefferson’s romantic concept of placing a temple-like edifice atop a mountain. The
fact that Kearny’s mansion is so visually prominent from the university has caused generations of university students
and visitors to mistake it for Monticello. Although Jefferson’s home overlooks the university and Charlottesville from
its elevated site to the east, Monticello is much farther away and difficult to see. Kearny apparently referred to his own
mountaintop estate as Onteora, after a mountain in the Catskills where the Kearny family had an estate.
John Watts Kearny died in 1933. On September 22, 1938, the Society of the Precious Blood, a Roman Catholic
monastic order, took title to Lewis Mountain by deed from the executor of Kearny’s will. The Kearny family members
were Catholics and wanted the estate used for charitable purposes. Kearney’s eclectic furnishings and objets d’art, well
documented in a series of 1912 photographs by the Charlottesville studio of Rufus Holsinger, were sold separately.
The monks used the house as a retreat and training center for priests. They adapted the dining room for their chapel
but made no significant architectural changes. They also established a vineyard on the mountainside of which no trace
remains.
Society of The Precious Blood used the estate until 1951 when it contracted with Deering Danielson for the sale
of the property. Danielson facilitated a separate sale of 44.79 acres of the estate to Thomas Campbell, a New York
businessman and attorney. The tract sold to Campbell included most of the mountain as well as the mansion and
its ancillary structures. An accomplished athlete, Campbell gained fame as a track star at Yale University and briefly
held the world’s record in the half-mile. He later competed in the Olympic Games. Campbell was an avid collector,
and Lewis Mountain proved to be an ideal residence. He filled the vast house with an assemblage of art and antiques
more grand than Kearny’s. The Campbells made few architectural changes other than installing a modern kitchen in
the former butler’s pantry area. Before his death in 1971, however, Campbell replaced four of the original first-floor
mantels with elegant antique marble mantels stylistically compatible with the house. Lewis Mountain remained the
home of Campbell’s widow until her death in 2008. The estate’s buildings are currently undergoing repair directed
by Mrs. Campbell’s eldest son, Dr. Everett L. Campbell of Las Cruces, New Mexico.
Text Source: Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Historic Registers, Lewis Mountain nomination form, pg 6.
Photo Source [left]: Special Collections, University of Virginia Library, Holsinger Studio Collection, 1912.
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Lewis Mountain Dependencies
In addition to the grand main house, the property on Lewis Mountain also features a guest
house and a detached garage. Both are contributing buildings to the National Historic
Landmark Register listing. The 2-story stone guest house was built in 1925 and sits just across
the driveway from the manor house. The guest house features 2 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms,
and 2,220 finished square feet of living space.
Further down the mountain is a 2-story outbuilding that was also constructed in 1925 and
from the same stone as the main house and guest house. This versatile building contains over
5,400 square feet and currently serves as a garage and storage room. In the past, it also served
as a horse stable, though the stalls have since been removed. The second floor contains an
apartment on one side and a hay loft on the other.
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