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A Stronger Confederation: Why Alberta’s Push 
for Autonomy Strengthens Canada 
By Brad Robson, Dotted i Strategies 

It’s not about seceding from Canada; it’s about strengthening Canada. 

Across Canada and internationally, discussions about Alberta’s autonomy often get mislabeled 
as separatist or adversarial. In reality, Alberta’s approach aligns with the constitutional vision of 
a united yet diverse federation. One that allows provinces and territories to build prosperity 
through the strengths unique to each region. Far from weakening Canada, this rebalancing of 
powers has the potential to strengthen the nation’s economic and political foundations.

 

Grounded in Constitutional Precedent 

The Supreme Court of Canada settled this balance more than 25 years ago in the Reference re 
Secession of Quebec (1998), when it affirmed that:  

 

This foundation remains unchanged today. Alberta’s recent initiatives, including the Alberta 
Sovereignty Within a United Canada Act, are fully consistent with that legal framework. They 
are not acts of defiance, but assertions of rights already established under Section 92 of 
the Constitution Act, 1867. 

  

“Federalism was the poli=cal mechanism by which diversity could be reconciled with 
unity. It recognizes the autonomy of provincial governments to develop their socie=es 
within their respec=ve spheres of jurisdic=on.” 

-	Supreme Court of Canada, Reference re: Secession of Quebec [1998] 2 S.C.R. 217 
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Economic Context: The Cost of Centralization 

Over the past decade, federal policies have become increasingly centralized — particularly in 
energy, infrastructure, and environmental regulation. While often well-intentioned, these 
approaches have constrained capacity to act on its economic potential. 

Independent analysis by the Canada West Foundation demonstrates that overlapping federal 
and provincial regulation adds billions in project delays and lost competitiveness every year. 
Similarly, data from the Fraser Institute show that “when Alberta’s economy is strong and 
prosperous, it benefits the entire nation.” Alberta’s net fiscal contribution between 2007 and 
2022 totaled $244.6 billion which underscores that when Alberta grows, Canada gains. 

The consequences of over-centralization are predictable. Investment either leaves or stalls 
under mounting regulatory uncertainty. A recalibration of powers is not an ideological act; it is 
an economic necessity. 

 

Learning from Quebec’s Model 

Quebec provides a successful precedent for asymmetrical federalism. Through decades of 
negotiated autonomy, Quebec has achieved control over income-tax collection, language, 
culture, immigration and it uses the Notwithstanding Clause to assert jurisdiction without 
undermining national unity. 

If one province can thrive under such a framework, so can others. Alberta’s call for equal 
treatment under the same Constitution is not exceptionalism. It is federalism functioning 
exactly as intended. 

 

The Alberta Advantage: Economic Diplomacy and Global 
Integration 

Under the current provincial leadership, Alberta has demonstrated that responsible autonomy 
delivers tangible results. Foreign direct investment is rising across sectors: 

• Dow Chemical’s $10 billion Path2Zero facility, the largest private investment in 
Canadian history. 
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• Amazon Web Services’ Calgary region data centre is a signal that global technology 
firms view Alberta as a stable, pro-investment jurisdiction. 

• Hydrogen, carbon-capture, and critical-mineral partnerships with U.S. and European 
firms are proof that Alberta’s diplomacy-driven trade strategy is working. 

As Gary Mar, President & CEO of the Canada West Foundation, recently wrote: 

 

Alberta’s assertiveness is economically beneficial not just provincially but nationally. The more 
Alberta succeeds, the greater its contribution to federal revenues and interprovincial transfers 
that support the rest of Canada. 

 

National Benefit: Federalism that Works with Regional 
Strengths 

As Martha Hall Findlay, former CEO of the Canada West Foundation, has observed, Canada’s 
prosperity depends on “federalism that works with, not against, regional strengths.” Alberta’s 
model demonstrates this principle in practice as an approach that enables innovation rather 
than constrains it. 

Evidence supports the national upside of this approach: 

• The Fraser Institute has found that “federal intrusions into areas of provincial 
jurisdiction often create political tensions that at times have threatened to break the 
country apart.” Empowering provinces reduces those tensions and improves fiscal 
performance. 

• The Pembina Institute, from an environmental-policy perspective, notes that “the world 
is moving into an era where more aspects of everyday life are powered by low-cost, 
locally produced electricity… that abundance of low-emitting power would also show the 
world that Canada is ready for business.” 

Together, these views underscore that decentralization, when rooted in competence and 
accountability, strengthens both national unity and global competitiveness. 

  

“The Canada West Foundation has long advocated for the idea that Western prosperity 
is national prosperity. If the Prime Minister wants to unite the country and unlock 
Canada’s full potential, he must start with the West, not just by saying, but by doing.” 

 
-	Supreme Court of Canada, [1998] 2 S.C.R. 217 
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Recommendations for a Modernized Confederation 

1. Adopt performance-based equalization: Reward growth, not dependency, by linking 
transfers to measurable economic output. 

2. Recognize asymmetrical federalism as a strength: Allow provinces and territories to 
exercise full jurisdiction where capability is proven, reducing duplication and delay. 

3. Create a federal-provincial modernization council: Harmonize overlapping regulations 
and accelerate approvals through mutual-recognition frameworks. 

4. Support regional diplomacy: Encourage provinces and territories like Alberta to build 
international partnerships that enhance national trade, energy, and innovation capacity. 

 

Conclusion 

Alberta’s pursuit of autonomy is not about leaving Canada. It is about restoring constitutional 
balance which enables every province and territory to operate at its full potential. 

Modern Canada cannot thrive on outdated governance models. A renewed Confederation built 
on performance, partnership, and respect for jurisdictional strength is the path to a more 
globally competitive and unified country. To maintain an advantage in a shifting global 
economy, the country must empower its provinces and territories, reward performance, and 
embrace economic diversity as its greatest strength. 

As Gary Mar put it,  

 

 

About Dotted i Strategies 

Dotted i Strategies provides executive consulting to public and private organizations navigating 
change, innovation, and governance transformation. 

Download the full brief at [https://dottedistrategies.com/insights] 

 
 

“Canada’s economic engine runs through the West. Let’s make sure we’re all onboard.” 


