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[&Y)) ABSTRACT

A container and lid storage device is provided. The container
and Hd storage device includes a telescopic spine connected
o a planar base, wherein the telescopic spine provides a
plurality of support arms movable between a collapsed
condition and an extended condition. A support hand is
provided along a distal end of cach support arm, cach
support hand dimensioned and adapted for supporting a
plurality of containers, wherein cach support hand is adapted
to support a predetermined size different than that of an
adjacent support hand. As a result. in the collapsed condition
the support hand nests in downwardly adjacent containers.

6 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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CONTAINER AND LID ORGANIZER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of priority of U.S.
provisional application No. 62/748,007, filed 19 Oct. 2018,
the contents of which are herein incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to container storage and,
more particularly, to a container and lid organizing and
stacking device.

Containers with snap on lids for storing leftover food
products are very common, and in fact most users have a
plurality of such containers and lids of different sizes for
storing difterent amounts of leftovers. Also common is that
this collection of differently sized lids and containers is kept
in a disorganized manner, demanding that the user hunt
through and among their drawers, cabinets, basket, shelves,
closets, pantries or other stored locations to find a comple-
mentary lid and container in a desired size.

As can be seen, there is a need for a container and lid
organizing device embodying a system for stacking a plu-
rality of containers and complementary lids of different
sizes, shapes (e.g., round, oval, rectangular, square, hex, or
the like), and materials (e.g., plastic, glass stainless steel,
wood, or the like). The device of the present invention
allows for all of these differently-sized containers and lids to
be stored in one complete self-contained-kit in a stacked,
nested orientation, thereby saving space. The present inven-
tion is adapted to be operable in any location, including most
double high kitchen drawers, in standard adjustable shelved
cabinets, on counter tops, or vertically mounted.

The present invention includes a plurality of telescopic
arms, which are adapted to be selectively adjusted upward to
reveal each container size for casy access and selectively
adjusted downward in a collapsed storage condition, allow-
ing containers of different sizes to be separately retained yet
nested in each, adjacent larger size for concise storage in the
self-contained unit.

The present invention may include specialized designed
containers with associated lids adapted to attach not only to
the top for airtight sealing but also to the side of the
container. The systemic containers are dimensioned and
adapted to nest down into the next larger size. The containers
and lids may be colored coded by size and/or material for
convenient identification and matching purposes. Thereby,
the present invention improves the state of the art through
nesting differently sized containers and lids into one concise
unit by way of telescoping arms and operatively associated
nesting baskets.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect of the present invention, a device for
organizing lidded containers includes the following: a base;
a telescopic spine extending upwardly from said base; the
telescopic spine comprising a plurality of nestable spine
portions so that the telescopic spine is movable between a
collapsed condition and an extended condition; a support
arm extending from cach spine portion in a first direction
over said base; a support hand provided by cach distal end
ol each support arm, wherein each support hand is dimen-
sioned (o nest in an adjacent lower support hand in the
nested condition, wherein cach support arm extends gener-
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ally perpendicularly from the spine portion over the base and
then continues to extend downwardly as it extends further
away from the spine portion before extending in an orien-
tation generally co-planar with the base.

In another aspect of the present invention, a system of
organizing containers and associated lids includes the fol-
lowing: providing a device for organizing lidded containers
including the above-mentioned device; providing at least
one container of a plurality of predetermined sizes, wherein
cach predetermined size is dimensioned to be associated and
supported by one of the plurality of support hands; and
placing each container on the associated support hand so that
in the collapsed condition cach support hand upwardly
adjacent of one of the at least one container of the plurality
of predetermined sizes nests therein; providing a lid for cach
associated container, wherein each lid is attachable to said
associated container; and further providing a color code
distinguishing each predetermined size.

- These and other features, aspects and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood with refer-
ence to the following drawings, description and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, shown in use in a collapsed
condition;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, demonstrating a base and spine
assembly in the collapsed condition;

FIG. 3 is a section view of an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention, taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is an exploded view of an exemplary embodiment
of a plurality of differently sized and nested containers of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, demonstrating the base and spine
assembly in an extended condition;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, demonstrating FIG. 5 in use remov-
ably retaining a plurality of containers and lids;

FIG. 7 is an clevation view of an exemplary embodiment
ol a container an associated lid of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is an clevation view of an exemplary embodiment
ol a container an associated lid of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of a container an associated lid of the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a container an associated lid of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a container an associated lid of the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a container an associated 1id of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The following detailed description is of the best currently
contemplated modes of carrying out exemplary embodi-
ments of the invention. The description is not to be taken in
a limiting sense, but is made merely for the purpose of
illustrating the general principles of the invention, since the
scope of the invention is best defined by the appended
claims.
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Broadly, an embodiment of the present invention provides
a container and lid storage device providing a telescopic
spine connected to a planar base, wherein the telescopic
spine provides a plurality of support arms movable between
a collapsed condition and an extended condition. A support
hand is provided along a distal end of each support arm, each
support hand dimensioned and adapted for supporting a
plurality of containers, wherein each support hand is adapted
to support a predetermined size different than that of an
adjacent support hand. As aresult, in the collapsed condition
the support hand nests in downwardly adjacent containers.

Referring to FIGS. 1 through 12, the present invention
may include a container and lid storage device 10. The
storage device 10 may include an elongated spine 30 per-
pendicularly attached to a planar base 40 defining a basc and
spine assembly 20. The spine 30 may include a plurality of
telescopic portions 32 adapted to nest as the spine 30
collapses toward the base 40 so that the base and spine
assembly 20 is movable between a collapsed condition (see
FI1G. 2) and an extended condition (see FIG. 5).

Each telescopic portion 32 may provide a support arm 35,
36, 37. It being understood that even though only three
support arms are shown in the illustrations, there be more or
less than three support arms as long as the present invention
functions as disclosed herein. It should also be understood
by those skilled in the art that the use of directional terms
such as upper, lower, upward, downwardly, top and the like
are used in relation to the illustrative embodiments as they
are depicted in the figures: an upward direction (or upper)
being toward the top of the corresponding figures and a
downward direction (or lower) being toward the bottom of
the corresponding figure.

Each support arm 35, 36, 37 may initially extend perpen-
dicularly from the spine 30 over the base 40, and continue
downwardly as it extends further away from the spinc 30
before extending in an orientation generally co-planar with
the base 40. A distal end of cach support arm 35, 36, 37
provides a support basket or hand 150, 160, 170, wherein
each support hand 150, 160, 170 may provide a planar palm
portion and a plurality of spaced apart upwardly extending
finger portions. The support arm and or support hand may
have a recessed groove for structural support.

Each support hand 150, 160, 170 is dimensioned and
adapted to support a plurality of nested containers 50, 60, 70,
80, 90 and associated lds 100, 110, 120, 130, 140, respec-
tively. In such a supported condition the containers 50, 60,
70, 80, 90 may rest on the palm portion of each support hand
150. 160, 170.

“ Each lid and container pairing can form a removable side
conncction by way of a container tab 56 and lid attachment
points 66 for removable connecting cach container Lo the
paired lid in a connected condition, as illustrated in FIGS. 7,
8, 9 and 10, and FIGS. 11 and 12. The lid attachment points
66 may be a spaced-apart array ol a pair of attachment
points, so that a user may selectively interlock or connect the
lid to the container tab 56 at different relative elevations or
points along the spaced apart pair of lid attachment points
66.

Each container and lid may be color coded by size and/or
material to facilitate immediate size/material recognition of
containers and their respective matching lids.

A method of using the present invention may include the
{ollowing. The container and lid storage device 10 disclosed
above may be provided. A user may move the container and
lid storage device 10 to the extended condition for remov-
ably placing the containers 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 on their
respective palm portions and removably attaching the asso-
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ciated lids 100, 110, 120, 130, 140, sce FIG. 6. Thereby, cach
container and associated lid may be stored adjacent each
other by size (and possibly color) for immediate size rec-
ognition.

Then the user may move the container and lid storage
device 10 to the collapsed condition, as illustrated in FIGS.
1 and 3. In the collapsed condition, the hand portions are
dimensioned and adapted to be received into the nested
containers associated with the lower-adjacent support arm-—
i.c., the next-larger sized container—making for compact
storage. By way of example, the hand portion 170 of support
arm 37 is dimensioned and adapted to be received in the
containers associated with and sized for adjacent support
arm 36/support hand 160. As a result, in the collapsed
condition, support arm 37 and associated containers nest
into the containers associated with support arm 36, as
illustrated in FIG. 3.

The container and lid storage device 10 can be mounted
to the wall or cabinet, or any other vertical flat surface.

It should be understood, of course, that the foregoing
relates to exemplary embodiments of the invention and that
modifications may be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention as set forth in the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A stand, comprising:

a base;

a telescopic spine extending upwardly from said base;

the telescopic spine comprising a plurality of nestable
spine portions so that the telescopic spine is movable
between a collapsed condition and an extended condi-
tion;

a support arm extending from each spine portion in a first
direction over said base;

a support hand provided by cach distal end of each
support arm, wherein each support hand comprises a
planar palm portion and a plurality of finger portions
extending upwardly from each palm portion, wherein
each hand is configured to support a container therein;
wherein a corresponding first support hand is config-
ured to nest in a corresponding adjacent lower support
hand in the collapsed condition.

2. The stand of claim 1, wherein cach support arm extends
generally perpendicularly from the spine portion over the
base and then continues to extend downwardly as it extends
further away from the spine portion before extending in an
oricntation generally co-planar with the base.

3. A method of organizing containers and associated lids,
comprising the steps of:

providing the stand of claim 2;

providing a plurality of containers having a plurality of
predetermined sizes, wherein each container is dimen-
sioned to be associated and supported by one of the
support hands; and

placing cach container on cach corresponding support
hand so that in the collapsed condition the containers
nest within cach other.

4. The method of organizing containers and associated

lids of claim 3, further comprising the steps of:

providing a lid for each container, wherein cach lid is
attachable to cach container respectively.

5. The method of organizing containers and associated

lids of claim 4, comprising the steps of:

providing a conncctor tab on cach container; cach lid
provides two or more attachment points dimensioned to
removably attach to each container by way of ecach
connector tab respectively.
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6. The method of organizing containers and associated
lids of claim 4, further comprising the steps of:
providing a color code Lo distinguish each predetermined
size.
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plurality of support arms movable between a collapsed
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provided along a distal end of cach support arm, each
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1
CONTAINER AND LID ORGANIZER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of priority of U.S.
provisional application No. 62/748,007, filed 19 Oct. 2018,
and application claims the benefit of priority, as a continu-
ation, of U.S. non-provisional application Ser. No. 16/525,
753, filed 30 Jul. 2019, now U.S. Pat. No. 10,653,276, the
contents of which arc herein incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to container storage and,
more particularly, to a container and lid organizing and
stacking device.

Containers with snap on lids for storing leftover food
products are very common, and in fact most users have a

plurality of such containers and lids of different sizes for 2

storing different amounts of leftovers. Also common is that
this collection of differently sized lids and containers is kept
in a disorganized manner, demanding that the user hunt
through and among their drawers, cabinets, basket, shelves,
closets, pantries or other stored locations to find a comple-
mentary lid and container in a desired size.

As can be scen, there is a need for a container and lid
organizing device embodying a system for stacking a plu-
rality of containers and complementary lids of different
sizes, shapes (e.g., round, oval, rectangular, square, hex, or
the like), and materials (e.g., plastic, glass stainless steel,
wood, or the like). The device of the present invention
allows for all of these ditferently-sized containers and lids to
be stored in one complete self-contained-kit in a stacked,
nested orientation, thereby saving space. The present inven-
tion is adapted to be operable in any location, including most
double high kitchen drawers, in standard adjustable shelved
cabinets, on counter tops, or vertically mounted.

The present invention includes a plurality of telescopic
arms, which arc adapted to be selectively adjusted upward to
reveal each container size for casy access and selectively
adjusted downward in a collapsed storage condition, altow-
ing containers of different sizes to be separately retained yet
nested in cach, adjacent larger size for concise storage in the
scelf-contained unit.

The present invention may include specialized designed
containers with associated lids adapted to attach not only to
the top for airtight sealing but also to the side of the
container. The systemic containers are dimensioned and
adapted Lo nest down into the next larger size. The containers
and lids may be colored coded by size and/or material for
convenient identification and matching purposes. Thereby,
the present invention improves the state of the art through
nesting differently sized containers and lids into one concise
unit by way ol telescoping arms and operatively associated
nesting baskets.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect of the present invention, a device for
organizing lidded containers includes the following: a base:
a telescopic spine extending upwardly from said basc; the
lelescopic spine comprising a plurality of nestable spine
portions so that the telescopic spine is movable between a
collapsed condition and an extended condition; a support
arm cxtending from cach spine portion in a first dircction
over said base; a support hand provided by cach distal end
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of each support arm, wherein ecach support hand is dimen-
sioned to nest in an adjacent lower support hand in the
nested condition, wherein each support arm extends gener-
ally perpendicularly from the spine portion over the base and
then continues to extend downwardly as it extends further
away from the spine portion before extending in an orien-
tation generally co-planar with the basc.

In another aspect of the present invention, a system of
organizing containers and associated lids includes the fol-
lowing: providing a device for organizing lidded containers
including the above-mentioned device; providing at least
one container of a plurality of predetermined sizes, wherein
cach predetermined size is dimensioned to be associated and
supported by one of the plurality of support hands; and
placing each container on the associated support hand so that
in the collapsed condition cach support hand upwardly
adjacent of one of the at least one container of the plurality
of predetermined sizes nests therein; providing a lid for cach
associated container, wherein cach lid is attachable to said
associated container; and further providing a color code
distinguishing cach predetermined size.

These and other features, aspects and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood with refer-
ence to the following drawings, description and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, shown in use in a collapsed
condition;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, demonstrating a basc and spine
assembly in the collapsed condition;

FIG. 3 is a section view of an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention, taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is an cxploded view of an exemplary embodiment
of a plurality of differently sized and nested containers of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, demonstrating the base and spine
assembly in an extended condition;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, demonstrating FIG. 5 in use remov-
ably retaining a plurality of containers and lids;

FIG. 7 is an clevation view ol an exemplary embodiment
of a container an associated lid of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is an clevation view ol an exemplary embodiment
of a container an associated lid of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view ol an exemplary embodiment
of a container an associated lid of the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a perspeetive view of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a container an associated lid of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a container an associated lid of the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 12 is a perspective view ol an exemplary embodi-
ment of a container an associated 1id of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The following detailed description is of the best currently
contemplated modes of carrying out exemplary embodi-
ments of the invention. The description is not to be taken in
a limiting scnse, but is made merely for the purpose of
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illustrating the general principles of the invention, since the
scope of the invention is best defined by the appended
claims.

Broadly, an embodiment of the present invention provides
a container and lid storage device providing a telescopic
spine connected to a planar base, wherein the telescopic
spine provides a plurality of support arms movable between
a collapsed condition and an extended condition. A support
hand is provided along a distal end of cach support arm, cach
support hand dimensioned and adapted for supporting a
plurality of containers, wherein cach support hand is adapted
to support a predetermined size different than that of an
adjacent support hand. As a result, in the collapsed condition
the support hand nests in downwardly adjacent containers.

Referring to FIGS. 1 through 12, the present invention
may include a container and lid storage device 10. The
storage device 10 may include an clongated spine 30 per-
pendicularly attached to a planar base 40 defining a base and
spine assembly 20. The spine 30 may include a plurality of
telescopic portions 32 adapted to nest as the spine 30
collapses toward the base 40 so that the base and spine
assembly 20 is movable between a collapsed condition (see
FIG. 2) and an extended condition (see FIG. 5).

Each telescopic portion 32 may provide a support arm 35,
36, 37. It being understood that even though only three
support arms are shown in the illustrations, there be more or
less than three support arms as long as the present invention
functions as disclosed herein. It should also be understood
by those skilled in the art that the use of directional terms
such as upper, lower, upward, downwardly, top and the like
are used in relation to the illustrative embodiments as they
are depicted in the figures: an upward direction (or upper)
being toward the top of the corresponding figures and a
downward direction (or lower) being toward the bottom of
the corresponding figure.

Each support arm 35, 36, 37 may initially extend perpen-
dicularly from the spine 30 over the base 40, and continue
downwardly as it extends further away from the spine 30
before extending in an orientation generally co-planar with
the base 40. A distal end of cach support arm 35, 36, 37
provides a support basket or hand 150, 160, 170, wherein
cach support hand 150, 160, 170 may provide a planar palm
portion and a plurality of spaced apart upwardly extending
finger portions. The support arm and or support hand may
have a recessed groove for structural support.

Each support hand 150, 160, 170 is dimensioned and
adapted to support a plurality of nested containers 50, 60, 70,
80, 90 and associated lids 100, 110, 120, 130, 140, respec-
tively. In such a supported condition the containers 50, 60,
70. 80. 90 may rest on the palm portion of cach support hand
150, 160, 170.

Each lid and container pairing can form a removable side
connection by way of a container tab 56 and lid attachment
points 66 for removable connectling cach container to the
paired lid in a conaccted condition, as illustrated in FIGS., 7,
8.9 and 10, and FIGS. 11 and 12. The lid attachment points
66 may be a spaced-apart array of a pair ol attachment
points, so that a user may sclectively interlock or connect the
lid to the container tab 56 at dillerent relative clevations or
points along the spaced apart pair of lid attachment points
66.

Each contatner and lid may be color coded by size and/or
material to facilitate immediate size/material recognition of
containers and their respective matching lids.

A method of using the present invention may include the
following. The container and lid storage device 10 disclosed
above may be provided. A user may move the container and
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lid storage device 10 to the extended condition for remov-
ably placing the containers 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 on their
respective palm portions and removably attaching the asso-
ciated lids 100, 110, 120, 130, 140, sce FIG. 6. Thereby, cach
container and associated lid may be stored adjacent cach
other by size (and possibly color) for immediate size rec-
ognition.

Then the user may move the container and lid storage
device 10 to the collapsed condition, as illustrated in FIGS.
1 and 3. In the collapsed condition, the hand portions are
dimensioned and adapted to be received into the nested
containers associated with the lower-adjacent support arm-—
i.c., the next-larger sized container—making for compact
storage. By way ol example, the hand portion 170 of support
arm 37 is dimensioned and adapted to be received in the
containers associated with and sized for adjacent support
arm 36/support hand 160. As a result, in the collapsed
condition, support arm 37 and associated containers nest
into the containers associated with support arm 36, as
illustrated in FIG. 3.

The container and lid storage device 10 can be mounted
to the wall or cabinet, or any other vertical flat surface.

It should be understood, of course, that the foregoing
relates to exemplary embodiments of the invention and that
modifications may be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention as set forth in the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A container and lid system, comprising:

a container having an opening defined by a periphery;

a tab protruding outwardly from the periphery;

a lid having an inner surface dimensioned to be at least
coextensive with the opening when the lid is in a
horizontal orientation; and

a plurality of attachment points provided along the inner
surface, wherein each attachment point removably
engages the tab when the lid is in a vertical orientation,
wherein the plurality of attachment points is spaced
apart in an array, and wherein the array is at least three
attachment points are aligned in one vertical column.

2. The container and lid system of claim 1, wherein the
array is at least nine attachment points are aligned in three
vertical columns.

3. The container and lid system of claim 1, wherein cach
attachment point is a pair of flanges that are spaced apart to
frictionally engage opposing sides of the tab.

4. A lid system for a plurality of containers in a nested
condition, comprising:

cach container has an opening defined by a periphery;

a tab protruding outwardly from the periphery;

cach periphery protrudes a stacked distance from the
periphery of an adjacent container of the plurality of
containers in the nested condition;

a plurality of lids, cach lid having an inner surfacc
dimensioned o be at least coextensive with the opening
when the lid is in a horizontal orientation; and

a plurality of attachment points vertically spaced apart by
the stacked distance along said inner surface in a
vertical alignment, wherein cach attachment point
removably engages said tab when the lid is in a vertical
orientation,

whereby up to three containers of the plurality of con-
tainers in the nested condition engage a first, a second,
and a third lid, respectively, of the plurality of lids
wherein cach lid terminates at a shared clevation.
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5. The lid system for a plurality of containers in a nested
condition of claim 4, wherein the plurality of attachment
points defines an array of at feast three rows and at least three
columns.

6. The lid system for a plurality of containers in a nested 5
condition of claim 4, wherein cach attachment point is a pair
of flanges that are spaced apart to frictionally engage oppos-
ing sides of the tab.
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CONTAINER AND LID ORGANIZER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No.
16/842,911 filed 8 Apr. 2020, now U.S. Pat. No. 10,820,756,
which is a continuation of application Ser. No. 16/525,753
filed 30 Jul. 2019, now U.S. Pat. No. 10,653,276, which
claims the benefit of priority of U.S. provisional application
No. 62/748,007 filed 19 Oct. 2018, all of which are herein
incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to container storage and,
more particularly, to a container and lid organizing and
stacking device.

Containers with snap on lids for storing leftover food
products are very common, and in fact most users have a
plurality of such containers and lids of different sizes for
storing different amounts of leftovers. Also common is that
this collection of difterently sized tids and containers is kept
in a disorganized manner, demanding that the user hunt
through and among their drawers, cabinets, basket, shelves,
closcts, pantries or other stored locations to find a comple-
mentary Hd and container in a desired size.

As can be seen, there is a need for a container and lid
organizing device embodying a system for stacking a plu-

rality of containers and complementary lids of different :

sizes, shapes (e.g., round, oval, rectangular, square, hex, or
the like), and materials (e.g., plastic, glass stainless steel,
wood, or the like). The device of the present invention
allows for all of these difterently-sized containers and lids to
be stored in one complete self-contained-kit in a stacked,
nested orientation, thereby saving space. The present inven-
tion is adapted to be operable in any location, including most
double high kitchen drawers, in standard adjustable shelved
cabinets, on counter tops, or vertically mounted.

The present invention includes a plurality of telescopic
arms, which are adapted to be selectively adjusted upward to
reveal each container size for casy access and selectively
adjusted downward in a collapsed storage condition, allow-
ing containers of different sizes to be separately retained yet
nested in each, adjacent larger size for concise storage in the
sclf-contained unit.

The present invention may include specialized designed
containers with associated lids adapted to attach not only to
the top for airtight scaling but also to the side of the

container. The systemic containers are dimensioned and -

adapted to nest down into the next larger size. The containers
and lids may be colored coded by size and/or material for
convenient identification and matching purposes. Thereby,
the present invention improves the state of the art through
nesting differently sized containers and lids into one concise
unit by way of telescoping arms and operatively associated
nesting baskets.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In onc aspect of the present invention, a device for
organizing lidded containers includes the following: a base;
a telescopic spine extending upwardly from said base: the
telescopic spine comprising a plurality of nestable spine
portions so that the telescopic spine is movable between a
collapsed condition and an extended condition; a support
arm extending from cach spine portion in a first direction

20

35

40

N
o

SS

60

2

over said base; a support hand provided by each distal end
of each support arm, wherein each support hand is dimen-
sioned to nest in an adjacent lower support hand in the
nested condition, wherein each support arm extends gener-
ally perpendicularly from the spine portion over the base and
then continues to extend downwardly as it extends further
away from the spine portion before extending in an orien-
tation generally co-planar with the base.

In another aspect of the present invention, a system of
organizing containers and associated lids includes the fol-
lowing: providing a device for organizing lidded containers
including the above-mentioned device; providing at least
one container of a plurality of predetermined sizes, wherein
cach predetermined size is dimensioned to be associated and
supported by one of the plurality of support hands; and
placing cach container on the associated support hand so that
in the collapsed condition each support hand upwardly
adjacent of one of the at least one container of the plurality
of predetermined sizes nests therein; providing a lid for cach
associated container, wherein cach lid is attachable to said
associated container; and further providing a color code
distinguishing cach predetermined size.

These and other features, aspects and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood with refer-
ence to the following drawings, description and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, shown in use in a collapsed
condition;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, demonstrating a base and spine
assembly in the collapsed condition;

FIG. 3 is a section view of an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention, taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is an exploded view of an exemplary embodiment
of a plurality of differently sized and nested containers of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, demonstrating the base and spine
assembly in an extended condition;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view ol an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, demonstrating FIG. 5 in use remov-

5 ably retaining a plurality of containers and lids;

FIG. 7 is an elevation view of an exemplary embodiment
of a container an associated lid of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is an clevation view of an exemplary embodiment
of a container an associated lid of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of a container an associated lid of the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a container an associated lid of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 11 is a perspeetive view of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a container an associated lid of the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 12 is a perspective view ol an exemplary embodi-
ment of a container an associated lid of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The following detailed description is of the best currently
contemplated modes ol carrying out exemplary embodi-
ments of the invention. The description is not to be taken in
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a limiting sense, but is made merely for the purpose of
illustrating the general prineiples of the invention, sinee the
scope of the invention is best defined by the appended
claims.

Broadly, an embodiment of the present invention provides
a container and lid storage device providing a telescopic
spine connected to a planar base, wherein the telescopic
spine provides a plurality of support arms movable between
a collapsed condition and an extended condition. A support
hand is provided along a distal end of each support arm, each
support hand dimensioned and adapted for supporting a
plurality of containers, wherein each support hand is adapted
to support a predetermined size different than that of an
adjacent support hand. As a result, in the collapsed condition
the support hand nests in downwardly adjacent containers.

Referring to FIGS. 1 through 12, the present invention
may include a container and lid storage device 10. The
storage device 10 may include an elongated spine 30 per-
pendicularly attached to a planar base 40 defining a base and
spine assembly 20. The spine 30 may include a plurality of
telescopic portions 32 adapted to nest as the spine 30
collapses toward the base 40 so that the base and spine
assembly 20 is movable between a collapsed condition (see
FIG. 2) and an extended condition (see FIG. 5).

Each telescopic portion 32 may provide a support arm 35,
36, 37. It being understood that even though only three
support arms are shown in the iHustrations, there be more or
less than three support arms as long as the present invention
functions as disclosed herein. It should also be understood
by those skilled in the art that the use of directional terms
such as upper, lower, upward, downwardly, top and the like
arc used in relation to the illustrative embodiments as they
are depicted in the figures: an upward direction (or upper)
being toward the top of the corresponding figures and a
downward direction (or fower) being toward the bottom of
the corresponding figure.

Each support arm 35, 36, 37 may initially extend perpen-
dicularly from the spine 30 over the base 40, and continue
downwardly as it extends further away [rom the spine 30
before extending in an orientation generally co-planar with
the base 40. A distal end of each support arm 35, 36, 37
provides a support basket or hand 150, 160, 170, wherein
cach support hand 150, 160, 170 may provide a planar palm
portion and a plurality of spaced apart upwardly extending
finger portions. The support arm and or support hand may
have a recessed groove for structural support.

Each support hand 150, 160, 170 is dimensioned and
adapted to support a plurality of nested containers 50, 60, 70,
80, 90 and associated lids 100, 110, 120, 130, 140, respec-

tively. In such a supported condition the containers 50, 60, 5

70. 80, 90 may rest on the palm portion of each support hand
150, 160, 170.

Each lid and container pairing can form a removable side
connection by way of a container tab 56 and lid attachment
points 66 for removable connecting cach container Lo the
paired lid in a connected condition, as illustrated in FIGS. 7,
8, 9 and 10, and FIGS. 11 and 12. The lid attachment points
66 may be a spaced-apart array of a pair of attachment
points, so that a user may sclectively interlock or connect the
lid 1o the container tab 56 at different relative clevations or
points along the spaced apart pair of lid attachment points
66.
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Each container and 1id may be color coded by size and/or
material Lo facilitate immediate size/material recognition of
containers and their respective matching lids.

A method of using the present invention may include the
following. The container and lid storage device 10 disclosed
above may be provided. A user may move the container and
lid storage device 10 to the extended condition for remov-
ably placing the containers 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 on their
respective palm portions and removably attaching the asso-
ciated lids 100, 110, 120, 130, 140, scc FIG. 6. Thereby, each
container and associaled lid may be stored adjacent cach
other by size (and possibly color) for immediate size rec-
ognition.

Then the user may move the container and lid storage
device 10 to the eollapsed condition, as illustrated in FIGS.
1 and 3. In the collapsed condition, the hand portions are
dimensioned and adapted to be received into the nested
containers associated with the lower-adjacent support arm-—
i.c., the next-larger sized container—making for compact
storage. By way of example, the hand portion 170 of support
arm 37 is dimensioned and adapted to be received in the
containers associated with and sized for adjacent support
arm 36/support hand 160. As a result, in the collapsed
condition, support arm 37 and associaled containers nest
into the containers associated with support arm 36, as
illustrated in FIG. 3.

The container and lid storage device 10 can be mounted
to the wall or eabinet, or any other vertical flat surface.

It should be understood, of course, that the foregoing
relates to exemplary embodiments of the invention and that
modifications may be made without departing from the spirit
and scope ol the invention as set forth in the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A container and lid system, comprising:

a container having an opening;

a lid having an inner surface dimensioned to be at least
coextensive with the opening when the Hd is in a first
oricntation; and

one or more attachment points fixedly attached along the
inner surface, wherein cach attachment point remov-
ably and fixedly engages an exterior of the container
when the lid is in a second orientation transverse to the
first orientation, wherein in the sccond orientation, one
end of the lid is upward of said opening and another end
of the lid is downward ol said opening.

2. The container and lid system of claim 1, wherein the

one or more attachment points comprise an array.

3. The container and lid system of claim 1. further
comprising a protrusion attached along said exterior of the
container, wherein  cach  attachment  point  removably
engages the protrusion.

4. The container and lid system of claim 1, wherein cach
attachment point removably engages the container down-
ward of a peripheral upper edge defining said opening.

S. The container and lid system of claim 1, wherein cach
attachment point comprises one or more lugs.

6. The container and lid system of claim 3, wherein cach
altachment point comprises one or more lugs for frictionally
cngaging the protrusion.
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TRADEMARK VERBIAGE

nited States of Ampy

United States Patent and Trademark Office I[‘?

E-Z STACK MAKING LIFE
SIMPLE

Reg. No. 6,502,739 Caboose INC. (MINNESOTA CORPORATION)
: 436 Dead Shot Cr.

Registered Sep. 28, 2021 Detroit Lakes, MINNESOTA 56501

Int. Cl.: 21

CLASS 21: Household storage device specially adapted for stacking and storing
containers of different shapes and sizes consisting of but not limited to plastic, glass,
stainless steel, wood, round, rectangular, square, hex, or oval including side attached

Principal Register lids
FIRST USE 6-20-2021; IN COMMERCE 6-20-2021

Trademark

THE MARK CONSISTS OF STANDARD CHARACTERS WITHOUT CLAIM TO
ANY PARTICULAR FONT STYLE, SIZE OR COLOR

No claim is made to the exclusive right to use the following apart from the mark as
shown: "STACK"

SER. NO. 88-312,160, FILED 02-22-2019

Performing the Functions and Duties of the
Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office




E-Z STACK
LOGO TRADEMARK

'@.a“"m“ States of Jmy,
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CONTAINER & LID ORGANIZER

Reg. No. 6,531,247 Caboose INC. (MINNESOTA CORPORATION)
. 436 Dead Shot CR.

Registered Oct. 19, 2021 Detroit Lake, MINNESOTA 56501

Int. Cl.: 21

CLASS 21: Household storage device specially adapted for stacking and storing
containers of different shapes and sizes consisting of but not limited to plastic, glass,
stainless steel, wood, round, rectangular, square, hex, or oval including side attached

Principal Register lids
FIRST USE 8-20-2021; IN COMMERCE 8-20-2021

Trademark

The mark consists of the wording "E-Z STACK" above the wording "MAKING LIFE
SIMPLE". Four stacked brackets appear below with the wording "CONTAINER & LID
ORGANIZER" appearing within the lowest bracket.

No claim is made to the exclusive right to use the following apart from the mark as
shown: "STACK" AND "CONTAINER & LID ORGANIZER"

SER. NO. 88-320,607, FILED 02-28-2019

Performing the Functions and Duties of the
Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office
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qited States of Amp,

Wnited States Patent and Trademark Office I[‘?
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sTORAGE MADE E-z

“ONTAINER & LID ORGANIZER

Reg. No. 6,504,054
Registered Sep. 28, 2021
Int. Cl.: 21

Trademark

Principal Register

Performing the Functions and Duties of the
Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office

Krueger, Jeffrey (UNITED STATES INDIVIDUAL)
436 Dead Shot Cr.
Detroit Lakes, MINNESOTA 56501

CLASS 21: Household storage device specially adapted for stacking and storing
containers of different shapes and sizes consisting of but not limited to plastic, glass,
stainless steel, wood, round, rectangular, square, hex, or oval including side attached
lids

FIRST USE 8-20-2021; IN COMMERCE 8-20-2021

The mark consists of at the top of the logo in all caps and arched with a outline the letter
"E" with a hyphen then the letter "Z" then the word "Stack" "E-Z STACK", underneath
is the slogan arched 2 words all caps "STORAGE MADE" and capital "E" with a
hyphen capital "Z" "STORAGE MADE E-Z" set unto the first container of four, then
the remaining three containers nested in sequence increasing in size pointing upwards.
Inside the bottom container is the slogan in all caps "CONTAINER & LID
ORGANIZER".

No claim is made to the exclusive right to use the following apart from the mark as
shown: "STACK" AND "STORAGE" AND "CONTAINER & LID ORGANIZER"

SER. NO. 90-248,213, FILED 10-12-2020
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E-Z Stack can be marketed with a diverse variety and assortment of
product combinations to meet the needs of food storage customers.

Featuring the E-Z 15 Individual, includes 15 containers and lids in a 11x11x 10.5
cube. Fits in a pull-out drawer in a 12-inch shelf space or double drawer.

Stacking Tower option called the E-Z Stacker Tower, includes 15 containers and
lids which separate all five sizes and can attach to a pantry door or any vertical

surface 11.7x11.7x11.

There’s also the option of an E-Z 10, includes 10 containers and lids in five
different sizes. With or without the stacker.

For the person who doesn’t need a large 14 cup container there is the
E-Z 12 Individual, includes 12 containers and lids with a smaller footprint of
9”x9”x9” cube.

E-Z 5, includes 5 containers and lids in 5 sizes

E-Z 4, includes 4 containers and lids in 4 sizes

For individuals that need separate size containers and lids
E-Z Stack can be configured in three-pack nests.

E-Z3 .06c E-Z3 2.5¢c E-Z3 6¢ E-Z3 10c E-Z3 14c
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CONTAINER & LID ORGANIZER

EXECUTIVE LICENSING PROPOSAL

A Patented Innovation in Food Storage Organization
Prepared for Product Development & Licensing Evaluation

THREE ISSUED U.S. UTILITY PATENTS
Strong intellectual property protection

US Patent # 10,653,276 B2 US Patent+#10,820,756 B2 and US Patent #11,278,158 B2

@ FUNCTIONAL PROTOTYPE SETS COMPLETED
Proven design through real-world testing

ENGINEERING DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE UNDER NDA
Complete CAD and manufacturing documentation

available for evaluation

LICENSING OPPORTUNITY FOR A
MANUFACTURING & DISTRIBUTION PARTNER
Seeking the right partner for global distribution

Inventor:

JEFFREY KRUEGER

Detroit Lakes, Minnesota

CONFIDENTIAL LICENSING PROPOSAL





