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Soldier and childhood
pageant aspirant

finally gets her shot at a title
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Eva Saltedo has vivid childhoad
memories of sirting in front of
the telavizion with har grand-
mather in Pusrto Rica, watching
women from ber home ialand
eampats in world-rasownad

beauty pageants.

“In Puerto Rico, pageants ane like
= wpart,” meplsined Saloeda “IFe
wupar, wuper i af hamas.”

Growing up. Salcedo had dreams
of competing For a pageant otle.
but there was ane obstacle: she was
17 eall. While the Firit-ave Min
Arrvrica minedr in 19201 seaod al
5T, modern pageants Caims (o em
phasize 3 specific ideal of beauty,
typically fwvcring tall and dender
coriestanty

Putting that dream aida, Salceda
crbbraced another ambition. bnspired
by farmily members who seraed

im warigus branches of the Armed
Forces, she solivied i the LIS Sy
im 2003, This deciion axpandid her
harizors far beyond the island of
Puerto Rico and resded in postings
sround tha wardd, Selicedn eenmmsly
weitled in Hmwais, when s now
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In 2020, during an overscas deploy-
ment, her Beauty pegeant dream
resurfaced

When you go through that ex-
penence [of deployment), there's
samething in the hack of your head
mminding you of what yeu sl
warited 1o da mhian pou cocme back
said Salocda. "l though, wou knos
what?! Mo tmne like the present. Let's
dait”

Fortunatuly, the stardards of beaty
pageans we ivedving o reflec the
realicy that beauty is diverse and
weclusive. Fagearis are now em-
tracing wamen of sll hegiy, body
typas, mges, and skages of |ife. This
yuar, Sakeade, 44, campated in the
M. Petine USA pageant, held From
July 71 to Awg. S in Chicage, |l
She proudly represents Utsh, a
state whers the yerved in the Army
feor serveral merths.

The wife and mother of two
plermed 1o show the judges that ber
smaller swture b o slreﬁgﬂ'. not
himdranca.

TBeing a soldir in the Aemy, even
thaaugh I'm only 557 | am requesd
te do ewerything else that every-
hody does,” the maid. “and that'va
B shat | want i BTy shen
| gz o e paagaint= You can ba &
model. You can be a soldier. You
an be whatewer you mars to be”
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In addition 1o baing a saldis and
pageant contestant, Salcedo also
sdervithes as & sursvor. When ashed
by the Petse 1FAA crganiation
which cane she mould cheemgpian
i a pageant conlastast, she chow
domestic visknoe swareness and
prevention. drwing from her own
seperence with intimate partmer
viclence sy & teensge:

Thi Waordd Haahh Oiganizarian
(WHT) defines Intimate pariner
wiglence as behavior by a0 intemate
pertnier or ee-partnes that causes
physcal, issusl, or prychelogeal
harm. Accordieg 1o the Centars

for Dlisease Control and Prevantion
(T 47% of womner incthe Unit-
o Seaber bove separerced cantact
senunl vinlence, physcal vinlence,
aredfar stalkig by an infirate part-
il s point in e v

In 2 recent blog post. Sakcedo
dutailed the emotions and phyyical

ke dhe aindured from ber first
boyfriend in Pucro Rico. She hopes
her story will reach vachmas to help
tham feed less slore and encourage
them to Find ressurces o scape
thair situstion. PMasy abusers wee
wodation 35 @ woapon o connol
their partners. according to WHOL

Even sher leaving e sbusve mia.
tierhip, Sakeds sy her sx-bapdrand
contimad o sl and barss For
Eventually, she realized she necdied 2
tragh stact. which led her to the Semy

T just digin’t Feel vabe arymare st
hame,” Saleeds recallad, Snd |

saw the miktary as & way 1o open
now opEormunities aned lege home
knowing that | wlreagy had a job snd
tradd makn & dFemnme =

Wit hitgsyradisntwithewacmm
tiz bearn mae shaout Mre. Uieh
Pegiie 7024 journcy,
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