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A

INTRODNCTION TO TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY HISTORY
Ne BY

JUDGE JOHN M. KUYKENDALL

Our children have been taught the histories of Europe, of the
United States and of Mississippi, but to this day they have not been taught
anything about the history of their own Tallahatchie County. Very few of our
children know the histories of their own familiesj they learned in school
who Leonidas was and where he fought, about the heroism of such men as Stonewall
Jackson and Robert E. Leej but they have learned little or nothing about "Grandpa®
who followed the historical herves, and little or nothing about the plain
heroes of humdrum every day life, the soldiers of pioneer days, who fought
and won the battles in changing a wilderness into what is now fallahatchie
County.

We spend money for monuments and memorials and neglect the memorials
we can bulld in hearts aad minds by teaching our children, through such a
county history as this, reverence for their forefathers. Why study the lives
of national heroes and negiect the lives of our local heroes who followed them?

We have here at home traditions of noble deeds and sacrificial service,
told to us by our fathers, who were told in turn by their fathers. Shall we let these
traditions into a history, and pass them on to our children that they, in
turn may have a record for transmitting the traditions to their children?

Surely, local history should be made a part of the work of every
high school} every child sho attends public school should be taught the
history of his own countye-of the parts played in its establishment, pro-
tection and development by the men and women who were his forebears. The
child should be taught to respect and cherish such history and such memories.
With such knowledge of it and its people, would not the child have a
much hizher regard for his county, a greater love for its past snd present
inhabitants, a higherlocal patriotism?

In the lower part of the new Capitol in Jackson the State has its
Hall of Fame. These exhibits are of great valuej they are highly appreciated
by thepeople of Mississippi. Why not have, in each county Court House, a County
Hall of Fame? We Tallahatchians, like inhabitants of other counties, take pride
inour local history. Our county men and women have made sacrifices-- their history,
yet unwritten, is full of prayerful service, of manhood and courage--kn the
founding, construction and reconstruction of our state and local governments,
Our men have fought in all our wars and our women have suffered in sacrificial
service with our mens Yet, where can the child find this record?

Instead of limiting this work of compiling county histories, its scope
should be broadened, to the end that to the minds and hearts of our people,
especiaily the children, should be brought the realization that this great nation
is made up of individual men and women who, in their humble stations here
at home, made it what it is. We should preserve their memory and make adequate
record of their deeds.

~~ Wnile such knowledge 1s one of the intagible things that make
life sweeter and grander, the tangible value of such county redords of local
fagilies should not be overlooked. The lawyer, in abstracting title, is met with
the problem of family history whenever he makes an abstract. He may find that
William Jones owned a certain tract of landy the next conveyence recorded may
be from Virginia Smith, Unless he hassome wey of knowing that William Jomes
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died intestate, leaving as sole heir his daughter, Virginia, who married John

Smith, and is the Virginia Smith making this second conveyance,

The lawyer is faced with a missing link in the claim of title.

Several years ago it was the custom of students in the University

of Mississippi, competing for prizes, to submit thesis on the history of

Reconstruction in the several counties of our state. Much valuable information

was in this way ecoummlatedj if this data could be assembled, printed and put

into use, esecially in the schools, it would prove of great value,

The walls of the Tallahatchie County Court House are so prepared

that upon them can be placed portraits and pictures of eminent county men.

As there are no local funds for carrying on this work it is necessary to

ask families of such men for these pictures. Attached to each picture

should be a statement anl record of man's part in local life and history.

There should be space for other pictures having historical valuey there should be

provision for taking care of reccrds of today's nsws which becowes tomorrow's

history. Already, in our court house offices, are hidden documents of such

historical value that they should be made mown to our peoples

Changing times bring sbout changing history. hose of us now in act.ve
life csn remember things told us by our fathers, who knew about first

settlers and early conditions. As we pass off life's stage, this contact with

the past will be lost forever, except as there recorded , im the history of

Tallahatchie County.
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SikesLeos,
HISTORY OF TAELAHATCHIE COUNTY

CHAPTER I: FORMATION

County Organized

The lands coxprising Tsllshstchie County were originally

included in the Chootsw nation snd were inhsbited by Choctaw

Indisns prior to 1830, when the Treaty of Dsncing Rebbit Creek

wes signed. Under the terxs of this treaty the Indisns grented

to the United Ststes 811 their lsnds east of the Mississippi

River. In exchange they were given s trsct of lsnd in the

Indisn Territory snd $20,000 per yesr for twenty years. In 1832

the Indisns were removed frox this region, snd in 1833, san

influx of white gebitlers began snd Tellshstchie County was

crested by sh Act of the Legislature, Decenber 23, 1833, (1)

The county was for the Tellshstchie River, an

Indisn nsxe nesning "Rock River] tusents of the Choctaw

lsnguage insist, however, thst the word mesns YGrooked River,".

while other suthorities disagree. (2)
 

(2) R.,L. Csnnon, Sumner, Miss,

x Publications of Wississippl Historicel
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Shspe, Sine,snd Boundsries

Tellshetchie County hes been described ss being "shaped

like 8 boot," ss the course of the Tsllshstchie River nskes 8

boot-toe, end the centrsl-southern boundsry line mskes the heel.

The rest of the county is rectsngulsr in shspe, its longest

pert running esst snd west, In the northesstern corner is s slight

rise of the line, separsting Quitmsn snd Yslobushs counties,

There sre 402,560 scres of land in Tsllshstchie, or

629 squsre niles,

The county, ss first crested, wss very large, including

portions of Leflore, Grensds, Juitmen, snd Coshors counties.

Its present boundsries are: Fsnols snd Quitaxsn on the north;

Leflore snd Grensds on the south; Sunflower, with Coshors, on

the west; Yslobushs snd Grensds on the esst.

Officers

The first officers chosen to direct the affsirs of the new

county were sworn into office on ilsrch 10 snd Msrch 11, 1834,

This list of officers, who met st the three forks of Tillstobs
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Creek snd were qualified into office by Coxmxissioner I. Tyson,

were : B.B., Wilson, clerk of police court snd probste court;

Green B. Goodwin, sheriff; Willisr Sutton, collector snd

sggsessor; Willism Berry, coroner; H.C, Davis, ranger; W.H. Wilkins,

tressurer; Willisn Fenning, A.S. Huxphrey, Saxuel Foster, Wslter

A, Msngux snd Joseph, Csrson, members of Board of follce. (1)
)

County Sests

At he bite the county wes established there were no

towns within its borders; immigrants ned chosen sites for hoxes

st sny desired point, snd at this date the population was

end consisted almost entirely of farmers, who, with

s view to the rich sgricultursl prospects the land offered, hsd

settled there to fark.

For nore then s yesr after the formation, courts were held

st the homes of settlers. "Phe first circuit court held its session

st Sersh Dosk's house, Exexinstion of records will lesd one to

>
think that this wes in Best Three of the county, os the lends

of the Dosks were in thet section, but no ded is found convey-
:

(1) Minutes TyenTR County,
¢

 

i
‘1 KL Lora [Zeal
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ing lands to snd frorSsrsh,
= Ly, Tarp ckaR oF Hoar

4
v

/Gar Al Le Lerelhge Lots

' "The June, 1835, ree ting wes held st the 'house of John

Tyson, in the town of Decalb,' snd st this ree ting it wss vorderad

thet the Police snd Probste snd Circuit Court be holden at the

house of John Tyson.' The bosrd met in the town of Tillstobs om

the 14th dsy of 1835, when it was ordered 'that

circuit court be held in Watkin's storehouse, in the town of

Tillstoba, st the next December terx t.ereof,' snd this rxeeting

gd journed to meet on the 25th 'st th: hore of 7,M, Besl, on

Hubbsrd Creek, Section 12, Township Z4, Range 2 Zsst, for the

purpose Of exsnining the as to the prscticsebility of

locsting the county site, The board ret Jenusry tern, 1836, st

Tillstobe, when sn order was entered loosting the county site

gat "Dogwood lst" on lands of John H. Page snd Henderson,' but

on the nasrgin of this order sppesr these words: 'Csncelled by

the new Bosrd ss not scceptable,'’

"The Bosrd of Police, st its lLisrch, 1836, terx ordered

thet the county site be situsted in the town of Tillatobs, om
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north helf of esst hslf of northesst qusrter, Section 27, in

Township 25, Renge 2 esst; reciting thst sction wes tsken under

the Act of Legislature spproved Februsry i, 1836. This order, that

the courts be held 'in such house in ssid town of Tillatobs ss

ney be suitsble for the convenience until s courthouse be built,’

"At the May, 1836, term it wss ordered 'thst the Bosrd

of Police will let out the courthouse snd jsil on Mondsy, Jume

27, next, snd that s plsn would be exhibited on that dsy.' Then,

gt the June tern, 1836, it wss ordered ‘thst segled proposals

for the building of s courthouse snd Jsil be received and that

these plsns e¢sn be seen st Tillstobs and st Tuscohoma, snd

sivertisexents were ordered xsde.’ In Septenber, 1836, the house

of Jom H. Hill, in the town of Tillestoba, wss allotted for the

purpose of holding circuit court for the septenber, 1836, terx,

snd provision was nade for ssue,

"Tn Msrch, 1837, propossls for the locstion of s court-

hcuse snd county site were received snd voted on, Three mexbers

of the Bosrd voted in favor of the offer of John 5S. Topp. This

COXPILATION

Was lands where the courthouse now stsnds in the town of

Cherleston, This order locates the county site, snd st this terx

*it wa: ordered, that the Probste Court, the Police Court snd

Circuit Court, sfter the first day of June, next, shall be held

in the new town of Chsrleston,'

"IfMay, 1837, the order locating the county site st

Tillstobs wes set sside. In Msy, 1838, an election was ordered

to be held in the county to fix the county site. The minutes of

the June, 1838, neeting show thst this election wes held on the

1st snd 2nd dsys of June, 1838, with the following result:

Charleston, 148; Gersult, 104; Dogwood Flat, 8. 30 the most

eligible point nesrest the center of the county, Charleston,

becane the county site by the nsjority vote of the people. An

order was entered declaring it such. This order wss confirmed

end definite locstion of the county site made July terx, 1838." (1)

It is generslly believed that immigrsnts frox South

Csrolins were instrurentsl in nsxing the new county sest becsuse
:

HAP: 3.
 

(1) Article Judge J.M. Kuykendsll, Cherleston, Miss,lls Police Bosrd Record, jock 7,1: 8,18, ,, ,

2, 1, 4 , 0, ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ 8, + » 83. = prs z= 2 Zz -
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thet village wes given the same title ss the historic South

Cerolins town = CHARLESTON. L¥

i
rleston was

In 18384 the site of the present town of Chs

of
deeded to allen Jenkins by Greenwood Leflore for the sux

$3,500, Leflore received this land Dy the Treaty of Dsncing53,500.

£ :
a £

Rebbit Creek, Section Twenty-six, Township Twenty-five, Reng

and others ==
two, Bast, wes sold by Jenkins to Topp, Davidson,

ch
forning @ Township Coxpany — the same yesr for $12,000, of whi

’ N
W J

by J.G. Rayburn for
the court to the highest bidder,snd bought by

v 1 nL

$1,300, The next year it was divided into town lots, Willis
3X ) ®

G. Sheley being probste clerk st that time.

The first courts at Chsrleston were held in sn old log

house near the site of the present courthouse, 3 1ittle to on

side of the square, leaving roo for the building which wes

afterward erected in the exact center of the square.

When court was in session the grand jury sat in 8 shedroox

 

—ifsroh-23;-198%% cart
() ChanceryCourt Reeords,Cherleaton, Mi
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8% one end of the courthouse; when the Jury retired to find

8 verdict they were sent out of the house snd usually found

en old log in s secluded spot to get it up. (1)

In 1845, so brick courthouse wes erected, which was used

until 1900, when the present building wes built:all the ussble

naterisl in the old one being used in the construction of the

new, (2)

In June, 1835, the police court pessed sn order cslling for

sésled bids for the bgilding of s Joil; smd Joe 4 ,Young wes sppoint-

sh
ed 8s connittee of one to visit Coffeville, take messure of Jail,

end draft plens for its reproduction. But, notwithstanding this

ésrly scty/snd many other often repeated efforts, the drafting of

plans to duplicste the Csrrollton Jail, the selection of the

La

Ahlocation and the letting of contrscts, Tsllshatchie County never+
PA

r= 8 Jall until 1855, just twenty-five yesrs after the first

order for thst csuse. During the time, the county bésrded its

prisoners with Yslobushs County, frox whence they were escorted to

J.S. Bailey, Herald, Ohsrleston, liisa., Oot.
25 9 1900.

(2) The Mississippi Sun, Charleston, Miss., July 4, 1933.
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. Charleston for trisl or execution, 8s the csse might be, by the

sheriff snd his deputies; grininsls were often carried twenty-five

niles through the country.

In 1855 the county built s brick jsil, lined with hesvy
and 1.50rd

but it wes set on Rive by Degro prisoners in 1882, agd

In 1883 Jjeil wes built snd fitted with modern

conveniences (this is not the jail now in use in Tellshstchie

County). (1)

On the lot occupied by the telephone office at Charleston,

now owned by Dr. Hesrrison, stood en old hotel msde of hsend- hewn

poplar logs. At what date this building wss erected, or oy whok,

is not knowng but it was one of the old landmarks until it wss

torm down thirty-two yesrs sgo. (2)

The newspsper office of the "Tsllshstchisn®, “edited by F.W.
3

Merrin, occupied 2 lot on the north side of the public squsre/

(fee Press). (3)

One of Tsllshstchie' S old-time puysisisms,DT C8lhoun,

(3) The Miss 188 1ppi Sun, Charleston, Miss., July 4, 1933,
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“practiced redicine for forty yesrs in the county snd who made 8

celebrated record in the War between the Ste tes, was erong the

pioneers. He wes born in Abbeville District, South Csrolins,in 1832,

coming to Tsllshatohie snd settlisg neer Cherleston when s small

boyy (See Chopber #£,Heslth). (1)

Dr. Athersll Bell, who was probsbly the first physicsin

ed Mes

in Chesrleston, born in Virginis in 1811,came to Chsrleston in
/

18364 (gee Ghopber kX, Health). (2)

The lot on which the Dr, Bsrdwell home now stands Wass once the

locstionh of the home of Dr. C.J.F. Meriwe ther, snother old-tine

rhysicisn of mole of the present editor of the

Fung fee 3X, Health),

The Bsiley sncestral home, which is the oldest lsndmark in

the town of Chsrleston, stends on the northeast cormer of court

square. Until recently it wes occupied by the late Belle

Bailey, grendfdsughter of Colonel Jakes S, Bailey, and dsughter

of Jexes Spencer Bailey, noted jurist.

1 Vrs, T.H, Calhoun, Grensda, Miss.

(2) Caroline Rayburn Eliott
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One of the first lswyers to prsctice at Chsrleston wss

AW. povis, 8 Virginisn; this wes in the 1840's, J.P. Foree,

a Kenbusklan, 8lso practiced law here during this period. {1)

Chsrleston hss produced nsny brillisnt nexbers of the bsr

who hsve distinguished thenselves both st home snd sbrosd.

Colonel Fitzgerald, Ceptsin J.S. Eskridge, Willisx Msrshsll,

A

JoE, Eskridge, M.W, Byers, E.M. Caperton, all were sctively in this

profession before the Wer between the Stetes/ (See Ghaptes19,

IheBar).

During the yesrs of growth Cherleston hss progressed

sxazingly, although sdversities hsve been one of the ns jor

calsnities was the tion by fire of the Lsnb,Fish Luxber

Coxpsny. In this disgstrous fire not only was nxill snd 4 4

yard destroyed, but sll of "Mill Town ®, vhs it wes cslled loecslly,

which included stores, drug store, xsny rows of houses, snd the

modernsixty-five-roon Lefisco Hotel,

Modern Charleston, with 8 population of 4200boasts eleven

COMPILATION

grocery stores, one wholessle grocery, seven dry goods stores,y

two five-snd-ten's, ‘ne newspsper, six service stations, five

beauty shops, three barber shops, six safes, three drug stores,

one retail lumber
i >

coxpsny, two shoe repair Shops,billisrd rarlor,
at
, theatre, three pressing shops, two undertaking parlors, two

Stations, ice sng storsge plant, gins, and

ills,

By en Act of the Legislatue,of 1902, Tellshstchie wss

ween the

towns of Sunrez and ebb, SUMNER wss chosen ss the sest of the

second district,

Suxner is locsted in the western psrt of the county snd ig

8 typical Delts town, depending upon cottoy for its nsgine

tenance, The lsrge and prosperous plsntstions Surrounding it, the’

wesltBy owners of and the plantstion gins, constitute Suxner 
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The town wes nsmed in honor of J.B. Sumner, sn early citizen

who came from Alsbsxe snd settled there im 1872and gave the

site for the town, (1) Since thet dete, the Sumner femily hes

played s Yeeding role in the town's upbuilding snd growth,

Others who have figured prozinently/ snd helred nske

history for the town areJ T.C. Buford, philsnthropist, merchsnt,

planter, bankerend extensive lsndowner, the Jennings fonily, = ccc

phe
Allitechell snd Flsutt fsmilies,

BEsrly Settlements snd Settlers

Presbyterisn fhurch history records show that ss esrly ss

1820/ ROBERT BELL snd JOHN C. SMITH were sent ss nissionsries to

the Indisns of this territory, snd historicsl documents in the

archives st Jesckson mention the ssne facts. (2) SAMUEL FOSTER

wes the only white person found in whst is now Tsllshstchie County

when the settlers arrived/ (See Che
l,l Ai

§ of fe”

PHARSALIA wss the nsme of the first town in Tsllshstohie

oud derived its nsesme frox the chief city in the District

of Phersslis, in southern Thessaly. It wes locsted in the hill

(1) 1rs. Prank Suxner, Suxner, MlL188,

(2) Rev. Lee JecksonBf Tallshs tohie | heli, Mie,  
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saction, on the south bsnk of the Yocons River, in the north-

egstern psrt of the county ,snd wes settled in 1833,

lesr here wss the pioneer fsrr home of Colonel Jsnes

Bailey, who was born in Kentucky in 1790 and csme to Tsllshstchie

County on horsebsck., #7ith hin Csptasin Ssnuel Caruthers snd

Csptein Charles Bowen, former residents of Hickmsn County,

“esses. These three men, weslthy farmers, brought w»ith theg msny

16 gro slavesand opened plentetions.

Other settlers nesr this point were the lietcslfs, Ssxael

Foster, Curtis Mstthews, Sxiley Csrrothers,snd B,F, Gibson;

811 fsrrers who had filed on government lsnds in this fertile

velley. Soxe of our oldest fsxilies csxe from Phsrsslis -- the

grandpsrents of our present circuit judge, John M. Kuykendall,

being snxong then.

About one snd sg hslf niles north of where the derrick

of the proposed Charleston oil well recently stood, is the

location of whet is now known ss the Bsiley greve=yerdJ which,

go fer as sveilable records show, is the oldest burying-grcund 
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wn thet ixxediste coxmunity, On points of ridges extending

west to the vslley, snd sre what nsy be older family

burying-grounds, but this is not shown by records, One thing

is 3 of and thet is that, st the foot of the

ridge on which 8 group of toxbstones msrks the resting plsce’ of

| a,

pioneer settlers, there spring of splendid water, which

wes used by the Indisns snd pioneers in coxmon, snd just sbove this

spring is the site of the first pioneer log schoolhouse, The

pioneer hone of TTT Bailey wes situsted nesr here, snd

one of the tellest nonuments of the group mentioned 4s st the

hesd of Colonel Bsiley's grave,

Fhersslis wes quite an important point; one of the

celebrsted debstes between uitxsn snd Foote occurred here; snd

it wes slso g& point for the nustering of the militias, and here

were held crest gatherings, Gender pullings, st which grest

suspended from brenches of trees, with hesd

snd neck gressed, were the prizes to be obtsined by worthy youths

who, on horseback, riding full tilt psst, must pull off the hesd

COMPILATION i 16

of the gsnder to obtsin the rrize; but to their dismsy, their

horses received blows fron #hips of sttendsnts ststioned nesr the

gosls, so that ss they resched for the gander, their horses sped

up. Here also were held pole ¢linbings, horse rsces, snd grest

fests st log-rolling,

The keel=bosts running up Yocons River to Ssrdenis sna

down to McNutt brought freight, snd here stagecosches on the

"01d Psnols Roe2d" from liexphis to the south brought psssengers.

After weathering s severe skallpox epidemic, snd the

grest finsncisl psnic of 1837, Pharsslis died out in 1842. All

thet nsrks this old center, now extinet, is the tomb-

stones under old osks, (1)

" CHOCCHUMA, sn extinct town in the western rert of whst

is now Grensds County, wss once psrt of Tsllshatchie, snd nsmed

8S the plsce for the sale of public lands of the United States

7

JfGovernnent. 4 lend office being estsblished there snd s register

end receiver appointed, gave such sn impetus to the town that it

soon numbered three or four hundred souls. After s few years(1842)
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the land office was renoved to Grensds, then Chocchums went

down as suddenly ss it had grown up." (1)

TUSCAHOMA: "The villsge of Tuseshons wes situsted sbout

twelve niles northwest of Grensds. Some of its esrly mercantile

were: Gersult and licRes, Csmpbell snd Adsxs, snd Tulson snd

Compsny. Mr. snd Urs, kept s hotel there st an early date,

George #. lMasrtin, an intinste friend of Genersl Andrew Jackson,

lived nesr this plsce., Its populstion st the time of its greatest

prosperity wes sbout three hundred, In 1836, it wss incorporstead

by sn Act of the Legislsture. It bec:me extinct sbout 1850,

"A newspsper, the Tuseshonisn, wes published st that place

in 1835, In the ssne yesr a ferry was established there by A.L,

Campbell. The first license granted by the suthorities of Tslls-

County to sell spirituous snd intoxiceting liquors led to

‘the estsblishrent of a ssloon st Tusoshoms ( Jenwsry,, 1835).

#1500
This privilege cost the princely sux of fifteen-delisrs-. The

second rosd in Tsllshstchie founty was 'viewed out' be tween
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Kays

locatednorthwest of Cherleston, snd a point

of early ss wes s small town,estsblished larch, 1834,

by the Foard of folice snd the first settlement to have san

officisl nsme. It wes here tnat the county Bosra 22 Folice net in

the first yesr of the new county's existence. Some of the surnsxes

of the first settlers were Wetkins, Ceruthers, Hill,

shermsn, Alford, snd rhillips.

Nothing now rexains of this old villsge except sn old

cemetery, where twenty-three graves are rerked with tombstones

on which inscriptions are barely legible. The oldest narker is to

Pennie D. Bell, wife of G.G. Hervey, born in Virginie, 4pril 31,

1816, died lisy 11, 1841. another stone is inscribed Judith B.

who died July 10, 1877. (1)

LOCOPOLIS, an early haxlet, situated on the bsnks of the

Tsllashstchie Riverin the centrsl psrt of the county, was a

thriving center in 1839. (2)

A ferry wes operated at this point snd boats from New
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Orisins csne up the Mississippi RAVE into the

end landed st this wherf, L1) The town st this time opersted

one Rotel, three or four stores, s number of dwellings, snd

2 tixber csxp snd grist xill were run by Lee Berry. "Every day

the streets re filled with wagons freighted with hesvy bsgles

of cotton; cotton prices were high snd noney plentiful, Little

stesnbosts were slmost continuslly suffing st the landing,

unloading stores snd supplies, snd re turning with cotton. 2 little

stesxboat, or flosting pslace, ss it Was called, hsd sent hsnd-

bills shesd edvertising s performsnce,.,"™ (2)

The town was in the hey~dey of its importance as a

business point; wsgons fron a vest territory csme here with produce

snd returned heavily laden with groceries snd merchesndise which

hed been obtsined frox Vigksburg snd New Orlesns.

Soxe of the citizens of the town were ff J.S. Watkins,

Willisx H. Allen, John Helxs, Isssc Guill, sad. Zenty Giles, (3)

As wgs the csse in so nanyof the pioneer towns of the
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historic site,nothing rexains of it but as few old lsndmarks;

however, the surrounding coxxunity still besrs the name --Locopolis,

whieh is of Lstin derivastion, xesning "Place for a city.” (1)
/

Pioneer Delts Plantstion Settlements

Msny of the oldest Delts plantationsffron whence came

large percentege of the county's population, were settled in

the esrly days; though only s few towns were founded at these

points until -later, some of the no:zt interesting of Tsllshstchie

County's history is centered sround these delts plentstions.

One of these wss SUNNYSIDE, the Staton plantation, situsted

on the west bsnk of the Tsllshstchie River snd just seross fron

Swen Lske. Eli Staton, who hsd come from North Csrolins, s

young nen of eighteen, settled here in the 1820's, buils & log

cabin, opened rlentstion, snd lester becsxe one of the largest

landowners én the Delta. He hsd two sons snd s dsughter., The Plder

son, Jsxes Hervey, lost his life on the Mississippi sfter saving

geversl other lives frox & burning pslsce stesner. He Wass drowned

Mi) Nrs. T.L. Herrison, Chsrleston, Miss.
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going back to this vost to rescue others.

When Eli Staton csme to County he brought

with hir fror North Csrolins s young xen, Jik Hunt, who rexsined

with him, serving ss genersl hendy-men during the entire life of

Eli Steton. Aféer Staton's desth, Hun? transferred his sllegiance

to Henry C. Staton, second son of £11, with whox he rexsined until

his desth. (1),

Another 01d settler was Ben jsmin Sturdivsnt, founder of

the Tsllshatchie brench of Sturdivents, who opened the TWILIGHT

plantation, which ad joined the Staton plantation. (2)

ALBIN Zlentetion, north of Swen Lake, was opened by

Alfred Bsssett Robinson, of Sidon, Mississippi, who bought nany

thougssnd scres of land in Tsllshstchie County. At his ms

Tsllshstchie County property was left to his son, Jerry, who

operated the plantation during his entire life. Some of the

Ah
descendants of tae Pioneer still reside on the property. (3)

John D. Hswkins, from North Cesrolins, first csme to

1) Susie Stston, Winona, SS.

vid;
(2) hh. Nsney Robinson PMtzgersld, Clesrksdale, iss.

SIRTIB SPT
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Mississippi 9nd settled st Gerenton, Carroll County; lster,/CiJ

purchasing lend in the Delts, at what is now Swan Lake, snd

opened the Hawkin's plsntation. (1)

The T.G.Jsnes plantation, called SHARKEY, wss settled by

areenwcol Leflore Sharkey, an early pioneer.(2)

GRABALLwas s voting precinct on s plentation owned by

N.J, Mellullen; this settlement wss nesr Twilight plantation.

The name Grsbsll originsted rrom the custox of sa rerchsnt

who, every Ssturdsy, would charge "five cents s grab" for

end upon one occasion, when s msn succeeded in seizing sn extrs

lsrge hsnd-full, snother nsn cried, "Don't grsb rex sll"

When these familie- arrived, the nesrest postoffice wes st

Cherleston, snd nsil csme once s week, brought by hsck to Grasball.(3)

Other Scttlenents

A4 settlenent west of Boothe, MITCHELL'S CROSSROADS, wss

founded sbout 18080, by Willism Weshington Mitchell, st the foote

hills of Best ome, by the forks of two rosgds-- one running frox
 usie Staton, Winons, Miss. _— —_—(2) Ibid. |(3) W.J. Stevens, Webb, Miss.

hapti

A
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Sherleston to Bstesville, being intersected by snother shot led

frox iississippi to Helens, ve rosd to Helens forming

the boundsry line between Tsllshatchie snd Psnolas counties,

Mitchell, of Scoteh sncestry, for whox the settlement a

nsxed, was born in North Csrolins snd cane to this territory ass

8&8 young nxsn; soon sfter, he nsrried «&¥p Jsne Csrson, whose fenily

were slso frox Jorth Csrolins snd hed journeyed to lississippi

in 8 caravan of fifty wagons,

estsblished so mercentile business st the crossroad,

e380 had extensive foarning interests, snd wes known to his friends

end n#ighbors as s xen of highest integrity, whose word wes ss

good 8s his bond. He was the founder of that femily which hss,

s ince his gdvent into the county, taken s lesding role in the

affsirs of other towns of the county. The Mitchell fexily todsy

‘is represented by successful professionsl snd business men snd

wonen. (1)

The snall town of ENID is located in the extreme northesst

eormer of the county, on the nein line of the Illinois Centrsl

COMPILATION Pp. 24

Reilrosd, one nile west of U.S. Highway 51, in Msrsh Best, or

seas ofa, Then the first rsilrosd wes built through this best

in 1851, 5s station wgs erected on the plantation of Genersl

E.L. Toalisferro, snd cslled Tsligferro Crossing, which was located

south of “nid, on the Yocons River,

Generel Tslisferro wss an esrly settler who bought

hundreds of scres of 1lsnd slong the Yoecons River, sxessed great

weslth, snd wes one of the substsntisl citizens the county

has hsd. This 0ld nome, xuch deteriorsted, still marks the site

of this property.

about 1900, the of the station wes chsnged to

Enid hss produced its shsre of prominent citizens; Judge

John M. Kuykendsll. vss born here j(See Chspter 19, The jsp

Jacob Kuykendsll, relative of Judge Kuykendsll snd nerchsnt of

Enid, is its oldest living citizen,

Dr. A.A. Wheat, an old-time doctor who prscticed nedicine

here for more than as quarter of s century, settled here shortly

efter the Wer between the States. It is ssid thst Dr. Whest wes 
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8 nenber of Liorgan's len during the Wer be tween the States.

is of Dr, Whest still reside here. W.C. Mi tehell, son

of Willisx of Liitchell's Crossroads, 8 store

here in 1865, shortly sfter his return from the where he

Served under Genersl Forrest. N.B., Mitchell, retired business

men, snd one-time European representative for Gayoso Luxber

Coxpeny, lenxphis, is as grsndson of Willisk WVgshington iii sohell

and now resides st Enid. Psul B. ¥itohell, successful business

xan of Cherleston, is snother grsndson of the pioneer, who was

resred st nid. Laxsr snd Jsnes grest-grandwons. are

successful professionsl nen of ienphis snd Atlsnts.

Enid is as friendly snd progressive town. In sddition to

its gins and stock rsising, which contribute) 3 great desl to the

town's ioes 8 Clay business, which, though not ss thriving

8s Ly, is still recognized 8s one of the natursl resources.

ReC. Pickle is mayor of the town, 4,04 Clogston, xershal,

Leon Wheat, H.I. Brown, snd S.H. Gaines, menbers of board

of sldermen, (1)
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CASCILLA, a smell town in the hill section, in Best

hot .
Three, fifteen niles fron Charleston, wes given its nsme, J which

is 8 Spsnish word negning "Little House," by Pete rressgrove.,

The eenter of s farning section, with churches, schools, rsil

routes, good Secondery rosds, friendly snd hospitsole citizens,

Cescills hes sll that c uld be desired in 8 sxksll town. It me

been ssid of Cssecills that "We sre located ten miles from nowhere,

but get your feet wet in isculrore Creek, and you'll be beck."

Ceseills is the bitthplace of isttorney Genersl Greek

L. Rice j(See Chspter 19, Ths Jer),

outstsnding citizenshave lived here; nsmes of

proxinent families thet have contributed to Tellshastchie's growth

include; Rice, Jhittel, Avent, Bysrs, Bibby, Reiney,

snd Cslhoun, (1)

Dr. Lowe Hayden 3ibby precticed medicine here for

years,

 (1) Benton ShakeW uissTssTppiSun, Charleston, Miss., 1936.  
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PAYNE: "In a cove of the bluff hills, with all the

overshsdowing trees of cedsr, pine and ogk, is this beautiful

historic coxzxunity -~ five xiles south of Charleston, in Beat

Three. Since the dsys of the covered wagon this little village

hss showed progress.

"The exsct dste of the founding of the is

sone thing the oldest inhsbitsnts can't rexenxber, About one

hundred yesrs sgo Dr. George Wsshington Psyney of Chaerlottsville,

Virginia, settled here snd built the Payne: home, s two-story

building of Golonisd design. It hss since been demolished by fire.

The descendsnts of Dr. Payne live in the besutiful home up-n the

Bill behind the business seation of town,

"Anong the celebrities who lived at Payne are:

Dr. Dotson MaGinnis Nelson, President of Mississippi College;

Dr. Denxsn, father of Dr. Willie Denmxsn snd Honorsble Richsrd

Dennen of Greenwood; Miss Annie Denman, blind poe tess of Misg-

-Sissippi; the Shook fsemily, the Wynns, snd the Meriwether faxily,

COMPILATION

, Wy n xiss Nora Wynn is the efficient postristress, snd its

Just sn o014 forily with the Wynns, for they have hed charge

of the postoffice for thirty-five yesrs.,

" Some of the older fexilies of the comxunity sre: Tsylors

Paynes, Denleys, Shooks, dynns, Ranxsey's, Ststens,

Tubbevilles, Pressgroves, Reineys, Weeks gud (1)

SWAN LAKE, one hslf mile from the Tellshatchie River
7

Li.
in Best #éur of the Second district, Was nsnxed for the lske west

of the connunity besring the ssme nsne,

This Delts community is famous ss s cotton town; nowhere in

the Mississippi Delts csn be found s better exanple of COxfortsble

snd luxurious living, higherfolass citizenship, more

trestnent of lsborers, then st Swen Leake, 4s Natchez, at the period

before the War be tween the States, was 8n exsxple of the best the

state hsd to offer in culture, so wes swan Lake in the 1900-1930

pe riod.

Mrs. Jsnie Turner Ssunders, snd brillisnt

wonen, prominent in club work, begen this work while residing st

SWen Lake; she held nan offices, sxong them beinCES, 1gtae) g Recorder of1) Benton Shenkleia Mississippi Sun, Chsrleston, Miss. 11936.
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Grosses of the United Dsughters ofGontederaay, géoretary fof

Stonewsll Jsckson Chspter No. 975 U.D.Cs, in 1908; Searetsry of

the chapter at Webb in 1902. Im 1911,she wes chsperon st Besuvoir

Hone and, while holding this otfiie; was influentisl in collecting

xoney and securing pssses on the rsilrosd for 8ll veterans of

the "Home*, nsking possible a trip to the Reunion ot Little Rook,

Arksnsss, She wgs President of Mississippi Pederstioh of Women's

Clubbs, President of Mississippi Lesgue of Women

Voters,

The most outstending thing sccomplished during her regine

was getting the legislature to pess the Abstenent ACt--gbolishing

the Red Light Distriet. 4 bill wes slso proposed to establi:h s

be
hore for these girls who would,turned aut upon society; the

onnittee presented it, but did not succeed in passing

it. However, they were successful in getting s bill passed

forcing them to report sll veneresl disesses.

Another law which deserves fsvorsble mention wss the County

School Lsw, which wes slso Pessed during this edz inistrstion, snd

gar, ose ,snd Throst gpecislistof Coluxbus

COMPILAT ION

for which this group of women deservescredit, (1)

Dr. JeWs Lipsconb, Columbus, President of Mississippi

Stete Bosrd of Heslth, begsn his medicsl career st Swen Lake,

where he prscticed for s nuxber of years before returning to

Coluxbus., While residing here Dr. Lipscomb nsrried Annabelle

Sturdiventof Twilight plantation. (2)

Dr. Lowe Hsyden Bibby snd Dr. C.J.F. Meriwether slso

practiced nedicine st Swen Lake; the latter wss Living here st the

tire of his desth. Dr. Jsxes Herris and Dr. Robin Harris both

precticed medicine here for s few years. Dr. D.E. Staton, Eye,

, Wes born snd resred

ot Swen Lske. Dr. Csss Collier, Memphis surgeon, wes born near

Swen Loke Af) (See tnopser Heslth) » (3)

WEBB, in the Delts section of the county, located nine teen

-—

©

miles west of Chsrleston, in Beat of the second district, is

s sxsell town with a populstion of 550, The town's first nsme was

Hood ; later, the citizens chsnged it to its present name in honor

{iy Susie Steton, winons, Miss.
62) Ibia.
(3) Ibid.

 
 

  AU 57 ods sal

ARArvcon 



COMPILATION . P. 31

of Judge J.L. ebb, large end outstsnding sister,

There sre nsny fanily nenes famxilisr to 8ll Tsllshstchie

Countisns, whose bearers hsve sided in Plecing the town of Webb

on the Lep; Some of these are: Shaw, Webb, Turner, Catoe, King,

Abbey, Welker, Hsrris, Hightower, Aberns thy, Berry, Sxith, snd

Dyess.

TOTWILER is 8s typicsl Mississippi Delts town. The reailrosd

built the town, snd fron the engineer who surveyed the right-of-

way for the rsilrosd coxpsny it received its nsne,

The Clay, Rylee, and Cennack fexilies were pioneers of the

town snd still have descendsnts living there.

Dr. T.F. Clsy prsctices medicine in Tatwiler, and is sctive

in the church snd civie life of the town,

Pr. 7.H, Harrison, forxer renber of Stage Bosrd of Heslth snd

President ofBank of Tutwiler, Wes & pioneer physicisn of Tutwiler

J

whose ability, proves by forty-one years of service, won for hin

prominence. (1)

The Gibson fexily eame to Tutwiler sbout 1904, snd no one
1) 2dd1e B, Austin, Tatwiler,Mas. 
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women hes contributed more to the culturel{life of the town

then Mrs. Gibson, who msde g very definite contribution to the

town in her of its children in the Sunday gehool and

in her private school. lirs. Gibson is side 8 Capable business

and club wonsn,

few men snong the ssrly settlers o  mTutwiler exercised s

grester influence for good in the then Dsvid Ww. Fite,

8 nstive of Cstswbs, North Carolinas, who ceme here in 1897. He

Wes descon in the Baptist ¢huroh, nerchent, postxsster, bsnk

director, sgent of the Stsndsrd 0il Coxpsny, school trustee, snd

three times nsyor of the town. In 1907 he wes msrrisd to courtensy

Freser, of Grenades, s tescher snd s grsduste of the University of

Mississippi, who, with her two children, Dsvid W.,Jr., snd Hugh

Sigrund Fite, hss made her home in Jackson; for s number of years.

One of the nost interesting couples who have lived in

Tutwiler wes J.4. Pegg and his wife. They were beyond sixty when they

esne here, where they lived slrost twenty yesrs snd gave to the

perhsps its best of whet intelligence, industry,
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and thrift csn scoonxplish, Pegg wes sn Englishmen, with the

proverbisl Englishnsn's love of privacy in his hoxe, but his wife

was 8 cultured southern womsn,who was s nember of the Bsrry and

Neilson fexiliesof Coluxbus, and loved to hsve people sround.

Pegg was s carpenter by trade snd s@venced in years, but they were

thrifty snd lived confortsbly in their own hone, surrounded by sll

the conxforts the smsll town provided.

PHILIPP, 8 town on the bsnks of the Tsllshstchie

4 i
River, in Best Hewur, on the Yszoo snd !fississippi Vslley Rsilroed,

wes nsned for Colonel E.J. Philipp, of the Delts Cooperage Coxaepny,

which wes orgsnizedin 1894.) (1)
pnt

~~
y

“ifther Delts cotton towd, Philipp has its gins, lsrge

surrounding rlentations, snd the ususl schools snd churches.

4 lsrge portion of the land sround the farming community of

MACEL, in Best Peur, hss been the property of the Willinghsx

fexily since 1885. The community wes nsesxed for lsysel Willinghsx

(Mrs. F.M. Burkhslter), the difference in spelling is sttributed to

 

(1) Mrs. Lillie Henry, Charleston, Liss.
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én error on the part of the psinter who psinted the nsme on the

depot of the town,

v
The two thoussnd-sare plantation is joined by

the Arnold Hey snd J.T. Rosne plantstions.

Three stores serve the town; s trsin stops there, the rsil-

rosd having been Bese in 1906. (1)

PADUCAH WELLS, s connunity six miles northwest of Chsrleston,

3.
in Best tee1s & fsmous hunting 10eality end its origin dstes back

to 1912. In thet yesr the Psducsh Coopersge of reduesgh,

Kentucky, logged-off the timber nesr thst vicinity snd hsd sn office

locsted near the depot in Charleston. The conmunity's nsme, Psducsh

fells, is credited to the coopersge coxpany. One of the best flow-

ing wells in this section is locsted here; business nen of

heve a club house here/ andon Thursdsy sfternoons of the summer

months, en joy pienics snd fishing.

GLENDORA is s smell town on the bsnks of the Tsllshatchie

Lf

River, in Best Rew? of the second district, with s populstion of

(I) Mrs, Nobel Houston, PRLILDD, LSS. .
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Two The Grshsm fsnily, of Scoteh descent, former residents

of the community, the town its nsme. It is insorporsied, and

its nsyor, W.R. Gay, has scrved in that cspscity for thirty-two

years. Two physicisns, Dr, C.F. Freeland snd Dr. E.M. Meek,serve

the peopleof that territory.

Glendora is a busy town; sud supports two service ststionms,

es shoe shop, s garsge, two cafes, one grocery store, six genersl

nerchsndise stores, one drug store snd two gins. (1)
/

Other cormunities in the county sre; FRIENDSHIP, s&s sksll

rursl coxxunity in weat Tellahatchie, with 8 church snd grannsr

) € whenschool; ROSEBLOOM, so-called for the profusion of roses ther

it wes first settled; VANCE, which received its nsme frox Csptsin

jo ity; STOVERC.B. Vence, who once owned lsnd in ,sround the commun ty; R,

first oslled Lsy, for John Lay, who opersted a logging caxp there
/

snd weslater cslled Bessie/, for John Lay's dsughtere

COWART received its nsme frox Dsve Cowsrt, a conductor on

the reilrosd line between Charleston snd Philipp; EFFIE, os

trein-stop on the Che*leston-Fhilipp line, is 8 plentstion,nsned

¥ tr
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for Dr. T.B. Horrison's oldest dsughter; MURPHREE SBORO wes nsmed

for the R.D. Murphy family, who settled community; TEASDALE

was first cslled Boothe, but lster the townsnen re-nsmed it for

8 Dr. Tessdsle, who lived there; PORTER HILL, locsted three miles

east of rayne, is s farning comxunity, snd wes named in honor of

"=George Porter, one of the €srly settlers of Rest Three; 04K GROYE,
bic

in Beat THe , four nil:s esst of Shsrlestonis 8 Tarning corxxunity;
am

CENTER POINT, in the hills of Best Jaretone mile from the Grensds

County line, hss one officer, Esrl 3loodworth, Justice of the
gy

SPRING HILL, in Best 40, three miles west of Osklsnd, is sn

sttrective community with nsny pretty homes; JACKSON GROVE, two

niles from the Fsnols County lineis in Best ofte ; PINE HILL

wss christened in 1858, and is in Best Pwo, six niles

northesst of Chsrleston,

In Tallshstchie County is 8 plsce which shodld be known

88 "Nowhere," as it is not included in the legsl description of

Tallshatchie,

Eo
fy 9 ¢ 2 /,; / J 5Four, Five, and ime, Township Eleven; Range séven, Neat, 
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end is surrounded by the three above nentioneq counties,

However, tsxes on this property hsve slwsys been paid in Telle-

hstchie County, snd no question hss ever been brought up sbout

this lsnd of "Nowhere," wven though (legally) there is no such

place in existence, (1)

 adge Jol. Kuykendsll, Chsrleston, Miss,—
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