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Today very little remains of the 0ld, romantic South. The thrilling
descriptions of the conditions and events of the era just prior to the Civil
War have become merely excellent material for novels and other fic tion,
while what little exists of that period has become the effigy of a flam-
boyant past,

When we read such vivid accounts of our old South « of the spacious
Colonial homes and extensive grounds, of the stage coaches and steam boats,
the beautiful belles and the Pioturesque style of dress, and the large plan-
tations with their slaves - we become keenly aware of what the war between
the states brought about. It is true that we are proud of every one of ow
symbole of pregress and every advance in modern civilization, yet we cane
not help but feel that our Southland hae been cruelly dismantled.

The ancient natural beauty of the landscape, the pretentious dwellings
surrounded by plantations and care free negro slaves, the gay social festi~
vities, and the pony express have all become ante-bellum atmosphere. All
that ie extant of the old South is: the sadly related accounts of the few
swviving makers of that epoch, the glowing dissertations of various au-
thors, and a few partially demolished home 8, stripped of their glamour,
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These homes, pathetic markers of a pompous past, with heads borne high,
silently speak of the glory of days gone by,

Although we have retained comparatively so little of the pre-war back=

ground, we have the sacred memory of an aristocratic, romantic, stately,

and heroic South of yesterday.

The Staten Home

The Staten home is situated on the drive along the Tallahatchie River
at Swan Lake , Mississippi; it faces the river and sets back about four hun-
dred feet from the river bank.

It was built early in the nineteenth century by Ely Staten, who came

to Tallahatchie County from North Carolina and was given thirty thousand

acres of land by the government.

The house faces the west and the Tallahatchie River. A beautiful grove

led from the lawn to the river and those oak trees were hundreds of years

0ld. On the south side of the house was a large rose garden beyond which

was an orchard. In the back yard were trees and box elders. The house

is of 0ld English style, painted white wi th green blinds. The house was very

often the scene of gay festivities and elaborate entertainments,

Mrs. Betty Staten, wife of Ely Staten, had one custom to which she ad-

hered with remarkable rigidity: this was the taking of a noon-day nap which
she re ferred to as a siesta, Her sister was often the viotim of bitter re-
proaches because of he rfrequent disregard of necessary quiet during Mrs,

Staten's rest hour,

Mr. Staten was very fond of hunting. It was hie custom to go on long
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hunting trips up the river acoompanied by a negro. Their boats were dug-cuts

made of ash or oypress. Upon their return, their boats would be laden with

wild game. On one occasion, his trophies included an old mother bear, two

half grown cubs, five deer, wild turkey, squirrels, and o'possums,

Mr. and Mrs, Staten employed private tutors for their children. Mr,

Staten was a highly respected man and an influential citizen.

All the lumber used in the construction of the hcuse wae from native

trees; saw mill boats came up the river and sawed the material.

The magnificent rosewood furniture with the original plush upholstery,

the lace curtains and draperies with the lambrequins and tie backs, all of

which were bought in the early sixties, were in perfect condition at the

time of Mre, Staten's death about six years ago.

The Chiceriee pianc wae hand-carved andl made of genuine rosewood in

1836; the entire rack wae hand-carved. This piano and one of the rosewood

chairs with original red plush upholstery and stool to matoh, now adorn the

living room of Mrs. B., F, Saunders, Webb, Mississippi.

Ely Staten, Jr., became a throat specialist and now resides at Colum-

bus, Miseiseippl; lilies Susie Staten, a daughter of Ely Staten, is State

Historian,

The home is in a very good state of preserwmtion, It has been necessary

recently to ereot a levee near the house on the lawn and orchard; this, of

course, nar the former beauty of the landscape,

The John Hancock Mortgage Company now owns the property. Renters oc-

oupy the house and take unusually good care of the house and property. ¥

¥ Reference; Mrs, B. F, Saunders, Swan Lake, Mississippi
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The Avent Home

The Avent home is one of the old homes of Tallahatahie County and is
of Cascilla and thirteen miles south of Grenada on

the public highway to Crenada. Before the war, this place,

located two miles north

which was two
large log rooms with several negro cabins and six hundred acres of land,
was owned and founded by Mr. Tom Bridges, one of the old pioneer settlers.

In 1870, the place was sold to Ben Avent, who came from Nerth Carelina
with his family, He married a Mrs. Merriwether - whose native home was in
Georgia. After several years, Mr. Avent died leaving the property to his
ohildren and at this time, he had only one son amd two daughters.

When Mr, Avent moved there, he used the two log rooms and added twe
more rooms with a wide hall running full length of the house with a front
porch and a kitchen on the back; later the house was remodled.Since Mr, A-
vent 's death, some of his family, children and grand-children, haw occupied
the house.

These four rooms have a large fireplace in each room and two large
mock orange trees are in the front yard and a row of large cedars surrounds
the lawn; a beautiful fish pond and bathing pool have been added to the
grounds. Only one piece of the original furniture has been preserved; this
is a chest of drawers made of cherry wood. *

The James Home

The James home was situated near the bank of the Tallahatchie
Sharkey and was built in 1857 snd owned by

River at
Greenwood Leflore Sharkey, who

*Refereme: Mrs. Lena Rayberne, Grenada, Mississippi
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801d it to T, J. James in 1873; This house was a colonial style building,
with two stories and was constructed of hardwood with oypress sills. The
lumber of which the house was built wae sawed by a steam~boat saw-mill that
traveled up and down Tallahatchie River. Wooden pins were used for nails.

The firet floor was composed of four roome divided by a hall of full
length. Two bed rooms on one eide with a dressing room and bath on one side;
on the other eide, a parler, library, dining room snd kitchen which formed

a cowrt, with a veranda across the front and large square columns, The se~-
cond story had two enormous rcoms snd attic. The house was vhite with green

blinds,

Wild peach hedge circled around tie drive and bordered the walks on
the spacious lawn.

Mr. Tom James always ke pt a pack of hunting doge and won x many silver
trophies with them, He was a mn with big viel on, always looking into the

future; he was full of enthusiasm and no under taking wae too big for him.
Mr, James we always buying land. Colonel James would ask why he wanted to
Wy a certain piece of land and he would say, "Because it joins my land." At
one time, he owned about fourteen hundred acres.

A Yankee gun-boat came down the river during the Civil Wer ami fired a

whidh Hugh Knot, the bullet going through one of the large col-
umng on the porch; the hole remained there until the house was destroyed by

fire in 1926,

Near the house was a boat landing called Sharkey landing for the boats

which traveled up and down the Tallahatohie River loading cotton,

The house was furnished with beautiful antiques which were entirely de~-

ed by the fire, Among tle most valuable of the Antiques vere a four
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poster bed, a what «not, marble topped table, carved in sorn deeign, all
made of mahogany.

ny 1s nnow in the hands of Walter K, James, who lives mear the
01d home place. *

The Bailey Home

The 01d Bailey home was built in 1832 and owned by Colonel Jamee Bai~
ley; it is located north of the Court House in Charleston,

It was surrounded by osage orange trees and Oaks with a large aprle
orchard in the rear. The house was a one and a half story log building with
four rooms and a wide veranda on the front and a kitchen in the yard sepa-
rate from the house.

Colonel Bailey was the father of eight children - fowr boys and four
girls. After the death of Colonel Bailey, the property was divided among
the children and afterwards, one of the daughters, Miss Bell Bailey, bou-
ght the property from the remaining heirs and wae sole owner of same until
her recent death; however, the house has been remodled in late years, *
Colonel Bailey owned a gpool cradle that he rocked all his children in, I
has been in the immediate family all the time. Some years ago, it was broke
en and his daughter, Mise Belle Bailey, had it made into a swing which hung
on her porch until her death one year ago. It is now in the possession of
Mrs. William C, Bryant, her si ster, who now lives in Coffeeville, Miseigs-
ippi. Colonel Batley sleo had a spool day bed, a chest of drawers, and an
01d square piano, sll of which are now in Mre. Bryant's home

*Re ference: Mrs. Mary Collier, Charleston, Mississippi
Sh Reference: Mrs, Hattie Bailey, Charleston, Mississippi 
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A small sock whieh lirs, W, H. H, Darby knitted when she was four years
01d, eighty seven years ago. She knitted the sock using four straws for need-

les; they could not knit the sock off so they took it off the needle and sew

ed up the toe.

Dress worn by Mrs, M, A, Trotman eighty four pars ago. The material mst

at that time, 1852, seventy five cents per yard,

Walet of the wedding dress of Sally Martha Riddick, wife of Robert Ria

dick, who was married in November, 1837, They were among the early recidents

of Charles eton, Missiesippi.

- as we w= Ww

Soar f given to Sally Riddick in 1835, two years befom che marr ied Rob-

ert Riddick. He was in Japan and brought the scarf back to ler as a gift. Rd -

ert Riddick was tls great-grandfather of the Summers children and his name has

been handed down for four generations. His last namesake being Robert Riddick

Summers.

Chateline bag given to Miss Lottie Thompson (Cesecar) by Mr. John Cossar,

Christmas, 1895. It wae worn fastened on the side of a belt.
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Bracelet made of hair, quite the fag before the Civil War. It wae left
to Mre. G. 8, Allen, of Charle ston, lHiesiseippi, by her mother, Eliza
Hous ton,

Pin belonging to irs, Se As Laycock of Grenada, Miseiesippi; was left to
her by her grand-mother, Eliza Moore Houston, an old Tallahatchian. Pin is
seventy five wars old.

Pin belonging to urs. G, S, Allen, Charleston, Mississippi. Wae left to
her by her grand-motle r, Patsy Herri ng Moore. The pin is over one hundred
years old.

Locket brought from idunich, Germany, by Mr. Mike Hey, Sr., an old Tall g~
hatchian, father of Mrs, Ae B, Pressgrove, seventy three years ago. It was
given to Mrs, Pressgrove by him,

- Ow ew we ew

Newspa per belonging to Mrs, W. H, H, Darby - The Tallahatchien publish
ed July 7, 1869.

Riding whip made by Bailey MoDaniel before the Civil War. He was a Cone
federate soldier and wae killed in battle.

-—- "ec e-

Bonnet worn seventy eix years ago, in 1860, by a sister of Mr, J. B,
Trotman; she dled at ths age of three. 
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Ooral necklace belonging to Mrs, Ellen Stacy, a great great great aunt
of Mrs, Eldridge Darby and Miss Cora Ladd, It hae been handed down four or
five generations, Mre, Stacy wore it shortly after the Revolutionary War at
8 dance in Nearth Carolina and danced with General Lafayette.

- ee" ee a=.

Indian arrow head was the property of Henry Tolbert; it was handed down

Platter dating back four generations, It first belonged to the mother of
Mrs, Louvina Denman Fedric, who was the daughter of Mr, Dick Denman, an old
settler of Tallahatchie County. Mr. Dan Fedric's children make the fourth
generation,

Butter dish sbout 125 years old. It belonged to Mrs, Colline, then to
her daughter, Mrs. Little, then to Mrs, Little's dawghter, Mrs, Issac Burke
halter, and now belongs to lire. W. A. Milton, Enid, Miseiseippi, who ie the
daughter of Mrs, Isaac Burkhalter. Thies dates back to the first
in the county,

Needle sharpener or Emery bag which is seventy five years 0ld and was
firet owned by Mrs. Lydie Black and was handed down to lirs, Bettie J. Kuy-
kendall, and is now owmd by Mrs. Hemry Adams.
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Rolling pin made before the Civil War and has been in use every daysince. It belonged to James A+ Houston, grandfather of Mrs, G, Se. Allen,Charleston, Mississippi,

Earthenware Jar about one hundred yeare old,
Burkhalter when he first marrie d. lr,

It wae bought by Isase
Burkhalter was bora about one hundredtwenty-five years ago, and was one of the first settlers around Enid, Migs-

» 80 old settler of Tallahat-

Laverne Shannon,

girl in college. She was the grandmother of Judge John Kuykendall and Mrs,Se He Gaines of Enid, Mississippi, It

Enid, Mississippi.

is now in Possession of Miss Mollie

The work basket of little Sarsh Jane Harris, great great great grand-mother of Mrs, Fannie Harrie, 1s now Owned by Mrs. J, W, Burt, daughter ofMrg. Fannie Harrie, of Cascilla, Miesissippi. It ie one hundred years old,

Powder horn made by Mr. William Archie Worsham from the horn of asteer which he haa raised. He used this horn during the Civil War, 
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Turkey di sh or platter brought to Tallahatchie County from Lincoln

County, Georgia, in a covered wagon by Mr, and Mrs. Andres Lee, who settled

here near Rocky Branch in 1830; it 1s now owned by Mr. John Cossar, great

grandson of the Lees.

Butter dish one huhdred and forty years old. Mrs. George Sassaman first

owned it and it wae then handed down to Sarah Sassaman, eighty nine jars

ago. lire. Rosa Milam of Paynes, lMiseiseippi, now uses it.

Pipe made in January, 1862, of ivy root cut from the bank of the Poto~

mac River, by Patrick Henry Houston, member of Company 7. 21st Mississippi

Regiment, while in camp where battle of Leesburgh was fought. The pipe is

now the property of Mrs. A. F. Laughlin, Charle sten, Miesiseippi, who is the

daughter of P, H, Houston.

Snuff box made ffom the legudbone of a Civil War prisoner, and carved by

& fellow prisoner during the seige of Vicksburg. It was given to Reverend

Jesse Porter, father of Mrs. W. H, Darby; Mrs. Darby is now living at the

age of ninety and ie the only true Civil War widow in Tallahstohie County.

- Ww WE We ae wm oe we Ww

Counterpane handmade by Mrs. H, R. Shores, grandmother of Mre. Edd Sime

and Mrs. M, L, Robertson, The spread was male from thread spun at home on a

spinning wheel; it dates back five generations, snd wae made in Tallahatohie

County.
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Latin Bible, publiched in 1831, now owned by Miss Mollie MoLain, aunt
of Judge John Kuykendall, of Charleston, Miesissippi

Gre ek Bible owned by A, OC. FPonda,one hundred and eleven years old; now
in bpogeession of hie son-in-law, Mr, Dick Crenshaw,

- ea wm ae a

Papers now belonging to Mr, H, A, Pre segrove and originally the proper~
ty of his father, Alvin Pressgrove, one of the first settlers of Tallahat-
chie County, The papere coneist of bill of s=le of negro slaves, dated 1844,
bill of sale of cotton sent from Tuscahoma, Mississippi {Tallahatchie Countyf
to New Orleans, Louieiana, 1ists of merchandise bought in New Orleans, old
tax receipts, cancelled check for cotton, etc.; all papers ated priorto
the Civil War. Also a paper published in 1867.

Shell used to e¢all the slaves in at the noon hour before the Civil War
by James Moore, who was tie grandfather of Mrs. G., S. Allen, of Charleston.

Handker chief made by hand by Mrs. Sue Cossar, Sara Lee and Mrs, Louisa
Jenkins, daughtere of lr. end Mre. Andrew Lee, who lived at the Cossar homes .
It wae made between 1820 and 1835 in Tallahatohie County.

- @- ae - a. = -

An Album quilt made by different girl friende of Myr, We W, Pattison of
Baltimore, Maryland; the quilt was made between 1830 and 1844. Mr. Pattison
wae the grand father of Mrs. John Cosear, an old citizen of Tallahat ohie County. i S

RSSSA 
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Indian dagger dug out of an Indian mound on his old place on Tilla-

toba Creek by lir, Pitt Laughlin.

- a a. ww Ww a= Ww

A jug which belonged to the Choctaw Indians was dug up on the Thornton

place near "Old Tillatoba" across Narth Creek. It is now in tle possession

of irs. P. H. Thornton.

A Yankee gun: lr. O. M, Lyon, father-in-law of lr. Pitt Laughlin, was

on Pickett duty during the Civil War and as a result of an interview with

the Yankee, the gun wae brought home by lr. Lyon.

A bullet which killed Mr, William McDaniel dur ing the Civil Var snd was

o M 3a Je BE.found lodged in his pocket; now in pcesession of hic gister, lrs

Trotman.

Glaseee one hundred and fifty jars old and were firet owned by Mrs.

Melissa Gray, were handed down to Mr. James T, Gray, and are now owned by»

Mrs, Honry Adams.
- a ee ae we We

Wallet made of home spun cleth in 1840 by Mre. Jamee Pressgrove; it

was worn around the waist under the clothes and wae used for protection far

money and valuable papers.
- ae ae we

Shell and gun belonging to Mrs. B., B, Laster. It we given to Mr. Las-
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ter by Mr, Dick Laster snd was used during the Spnish American War,
= = = ome = oa

"Henry Rifle" used by the late Rouse Peters during the Civil War and {ig
» Originally covered with kakhi cloth and webbing

ehoulder of George 4. Daw, & emmy from Phila~
delphis by Rouse Peters

new in good order. Canteen

strap taken from the

of the 42nd Mississippi Regiment of Volunteers dur
ing the heat of the battle of Gettysburg in July, 1863: he was seriowly
wounded while taking the canteen and carried to safety by a fellow comrade,

ae

Smell magnifying glass used by Mr. Williem loDaniel during the Civil
War to light hie pipe and to light fires. lr, McDaniel, a relat ive of Mrs,Jo Es Trotmed, was killed at the battle of Chickamaug,

Sword left at the home of Mrs, Blanche Payne of Caseilla by a Confeder-
ate soldier who was passing by and stoppe 4 there during the wr,

Spoons which have been handed down through fiw generationy and are now
in the possession of Mr, md Mre. Joe Brown, oi tizens of Char les ton,

- wm es we

Silver spoon, the property of irs. W, XK. Stone, Charleston, of the £if-
th generation of Ww, 2, Stone; silver from which the Spoon was made was dug
in '49 by great grand father, snd made in Washington by hand without alloy.

seen ow

Pure braskish ket with iron handle brought to Tallahatohie County by
Mrs. Kirkland from Kentucky in 1875. The buoke t had been in use for many
years previous to thie date. It ws giwn to Mrs. Smithers, who in turn gave
it to her daughter, Mrs, Lavern Shannon,
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Salt cellar, one hundred and twenty-fiveyears old, belonged to Jane
lorman, then handed down to Celia Cly, next to Zmmg Laster, then to lire,
Sam Melder.

Mrs. Fester Thompson of Charleston owne a emall gourd, dating back to
1858; this gowrad belonged to Mrs. Mollie Harper Thompson snd has been in use
in the family for seventy nine years,

Mrs, Bessie Hawkins of Chsrle ston, has some sterling silver spoons
Which date back to 1782. The family has been in possession cf these spoons
for one hundred fifty-five years.

Chest of drawers, made of mahogany, owned by ire, O, L, Fox, belonged
to her mother. Has been in the family e1xty years and she bought it from an
01d lady, Mrs. Colbert, that had had it about forty years and had been sent
to her from someone in France.

Water bag whioh wae brought back from the

and in the poesegeion of lire. Cox, his nieces.

to Mrs. Matilda Tullaola R.

Mexican war by Jemes Knett ,

An sutographed album belonging

Cox which wae presented to her mother, lirs, Jane
M. Rice, in 1830, by her husband, Mr, G. W, Rice.

- ae em ee a

Mre., Sam Hemil ton, of Tutwiler, has two silver cups that were awarded
Meme To ¥, Clay - one dated in 1866, the other 1857.

Mrs. Hamilton has a breast pin of her grandmother 'es, Mrs, 7. Clay,
which was made from her ear-bobs. The center of the Pin 12 a glass case which
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holds a lock of Br hair and {e Surrounded by

quarters left
She hae g hugh silver wat ch

eh had the date 1851 on 1t. of
with a By, but Mre. Hamilton hae misplaced it.

Me" sev

Hamilton hae a dress that belonged to hep
wae an infant,

they cen hardly be geen

when he
It was made by hand ami the ¢
« Around

inser ted in the skirt,

Thie piano did belong to Amn ie Lawler of
Hamilton home since 1904. Hrs,

Hame
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Pattison. It is bound with red velvet; one side has four reste made of solid

silver; on ths other side, the word "Souveni®" is written in silver. Each

side has a picture of an open book end the hook is a lyre. There are com=

partments for pietures.

ee We ae ee We es WS es wes we

Family Bible of i. B, and L. A. Denman, parents of Mre, Brocksey Den=-

man Hey (Mre. J. P, Hey) which was published in 1870.

Family Bible which bel cnged to Mrs. Rachel Mohead, grand-mother of irs.

Brocksey Hey; this Bible was published in 1830 by Towar, J. & D. M. Hogan;

and Hogan & Company, Pittsburgh, Pensylvania and contains seven books be-

tween the 01d and New Testaments which have been extracted from the modern

Bible. The bocke are aes follows: = Esdras, Tobit, Judith, Wisdom of Soloman,

Ecclesiacsticus, Baruch, and Maccabees.

One large platter eighteen inches long and one large soup bowl with a

hole in the top for the ladle; it ie of a blue flower or willow design and

has been in the family for eeventy £1 ve years, belcnging to lirs, J. P, Hey.

A walnut suit of furniture, comprised of bed, marble topped dresser

and wash-stand, and wardrobe about one hundred years old belonging to Mrs.

Nobel Houston of PhilippkMiesissippi.

Oa Ws Ww Ws = a Ww

 

 
 

Tallahatahie County

Page #18

 
 

One walnut desk about eighty years old, handed down from the W, 3. Mare
shally now in the poeseceion of his davghter, lise lary liarshall.

Dr. Shade Neely, son of one of cur Civil War veterans, Mr, Joha T.
Neely, has a watch over one hundred years old; it was handed down from his
grand-father, S. C, Barnes, snd was made in Germany,

Pe
Mrs. Isabel Summers, Super visor
Historical Research Project
Tallahatchie County
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I.

Janie Koonce

fhe Taliaferro home, built by one Genéral Ee Ls

one hundred years ago, when he owned one thousand aores of land

near tnid, Mlssis ippi in deat one, stands in a cedar grove.

4 fence is around the house and from the gate a conerete walk

leading up to the house whieh iI a white Puteh ¢Colonial

hone The large front poreh has big square columns, ¥ne side

PoToL is surrounded by a small terrace fence. The front door
is enclosed with glass panel: ond leads into a hall with a large

room on each sides 4ll of she doors and other woodwork, are of

otke The doors as well as the windows, are extrewely tall,

Bach of the front rooms have Luge open fireplaces made of

beautiful marble, <Lhere are five other rooms to the house,

Some of the walls are plestered, while others are

In 1862, 398acres of land were deeded to J, Li, Taliaferro

by J. G. Brady, “ince then the:e has been three generations

of Taliaferros, When BE, L, faliaferrc. , son of J. Bs Taliaferro

this property it mwas heavily involved. nis
edness was paid in & few years. He establisheda stock farm

here and had some of She finest blooded cattle and hog: that

could be found anywhere. One year he bed a polandecuina hog

that weighed 900 pounds, the largest axown in this county,

Nr, Taliaforve alsoraisedfinemules ond sheep. Sofore his
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who having been taxed so by drainage district and the
county, lost itall,

4% one time She lawn had 4 very rare and e3pesatye box
hedge growing on 1%, It is seid that hi. hedge has to grow
a hundred years before it becomes of any size, Bd Taliaferro,
who now lives in Memphis, Tennessee sold tui: for #1000400
to a nursery in New York,

Since t.1. property i: no longer in ‘he hands of the
Talisferros, it has beendamaged con:1derably, The stables
have been torn down and only = few of the outhouses are left,
These few outhouses left standing are made of lattice work,
They are now used for chicken houses, their original use is
unknown,

|
The Taliaferro furniture has been desoribed as exquisite.

The house was furnished with massive antiques, and had every
ava ilable convenience, 4. huge square pisno now stan ds on the
front poroh in a delapidated conditions The rest of the furnie-
ture was carried to by 44 Taliaferro and sold to an antique
dealer,

The Bellamy house, two miles north of Charleston
was built bya Mr. James Alford, great unoleof Mrs, ©, Nan}
one of the oldest living eitizens of Charleston, Mississippi.
1t was built prior to the Civil “er by Mr, Alford who married
a widow,Mrs, I mp On, at the Sime of their arr Mra,
Thompson had one child, a daughter, This daughter marrieda
‘Bellamy unknown), and they had two sna, Jimond so ing
Jim killed himselfJumptag ape ; f

£

 



Jal. touie vounty“Padlahatobie County+ Page # 3

The door , front and back, hed the pamed sides snd
(Note: Col, Fitzgerald played a very important part in Talla

Over doors ofhatohie's history of theTar Between the Sates.)

The ba 1 and living room weThe Bellamy home i: a big white house trinmed . ng ro ¥¢ paneled in oak
with a deep wainscoting of ok, “he poroh in frontwas
Portico supported by large square Pillars The back a long
‘latticed snd sero:ned &Nery.

in green und Las green shutter . It stands on a hill just
above a orecek nd large trees surround the places Thewalls
are sll plastered but are marred with numes of people written a

ihe furniture ia parlor was roewood with large Square
‘over theme There are four room: down divided by a a|

Piano of same wood, The bedrooms had walnut furniture and
wide hall im which 15 the stair case leading to second floor

fsthe hall oaks The grounds covered twenty two seres and he14
where there are three rooms, These rooms ave not been ured

| : | an office and odmmissary aad oid lattice covered
0latern,  for years, exeept for store room, leading from one of the

Tooms in the upper story there is =n attic, about eigitor
:

beyond the back yard was the barn, and south of that
ten years age, when the people who now ocoupy the Be llamy

the gine The book yard hed a number of mizose trees snd  house, moved there, they found stored in the attic numerous
box elders with fraces of rosess These mimosas and fhe pos

&
280 4 Su Aaa a rooses

©1d fashioned clothes and ullts. Possibly these had been :.
were-broucht from the southern part of the state,

placed there three-quarters of s century gos
111. The 0ld Staton home at Swan Lake is situcted on the east

bank of the Tellahatohie Hiver about ten miles south of

Jumner, Mississippie The house was built early in 1800«(exaoct

fhe front lawn hold great old oske and a black welmut
rece Un the south side with stops into it from the front  porch Was the rose garden. Around the front base of the
house were white spireas. On the south was the lerge orchard,
and beyond the orohard the gro quarteras

~The house fooed the west and the Te llabatohie iver, a >
besubirul grove led fron the lawn to the river, snd those:pak 7

date unknown), Eli Staton was fifteen years old when he came

from North Carolinas to what 15 now dumnery Miss, He bought,

and was givenby the government 90,000 acres of deltas land in

Te 11:hatonie County,

The home om Tellahatenie was wu. built about 1828, The

bullding 1s frame two-story 71th a hall 44 feet by23 feet

noing cast and west with the rooms opening into 4, Five |

on onthes floorop ata1itehe Ball. Two bathrooms on

trees Were hundreds of ola. In the past few Fears ,e
levee hos deen bulls through thes grove,

The house was and still L684 whitewith thePaitin]
groonblinds, and 15the porlor and Dell were gassoh; delogi
Tuese were Foplages wit fixtures for arn

 

 

  



He lived there, his

d the house erected.

his sister andE14 staton ha

The plontation
son James Hayvey

Henry Staton, and

g1ivs daughter,
Staton Martin, 0180s

on which the dwelling 1s located Wad a forest apd eune

whon Bll staton pought the lend from the

property 4c now ouned by the John Hanooo: Hort

The historio Jomes mansion at Sharkey wa
one

plantation
pesidences

FOF 87 yoarie

s1lle
ed of the antesbellu

m

of nardwood wit

This guo=atory
home was built

. apelent but finely preserved agructures

y dsstroyed
by fire,

which Wao

in 1924 the residence
83 8

»
treas

through=

lo08ing the {pnumerab
le

tral oil po4intings
,y

ond studded watoh, 8

othe?

brake

The
goverm

ende

®

game COs

of the no 3%

IV

not h cypress

.1f hundred years ances

out 8 ha

family jewels,
Mrs.

od four poster bed,

wonderful
old rose WO

Jomes 4lad

and pundreds
of ©

ninge whieh eunnot de replaceds

o the howe pold was an aged negres

a half oo s About all that wos

g who had
treasured

©

gaved+

peen with the family

wes sa vaged bY old

.pd that was the Tir

rmfuls of sheets apd ble
to the pedo

the familygatherWp geveral 8

5 after the

had been and

many of whose P

how monaged $0
fire

had
acol

ed,

were amonzed

jeges Were

nin 4

Er

silver gexvice hs

atedA
were

a been melted.
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The old ma

Sharkey and gy was built in 1857by Gree

a

feature of th ® T. G, James, “Ts
in 1873 mag

:

@ 30.
7003 4 s0114 01d struetur

ewere $ + 4 notable

n

Gad

—

:

longa and messuring 12 x 12 he oypress sills

me, situated
inehes,

diver

near the bank

s Was surrounds
of the Talla

in the yard, 4 by a plank fence with a i.Saris

& pore

Py

house, There re
BR 60 feet long ran across f of trees

four I

ront of the

24 feet was
aeross the

s used as a dan e froms, 4l:

by the James, I a dancing place before it
3 mal}

ye he 4

was o@cuniod

behind these fou ining room and kitchen ran 4 cupied

r

1D |

there were in L rooms snd two bed rooms i
ovn omeside

nls

down the of

fire
Rapes In each roo:

ho other side

place,

m there was a big
9

open

The pro
perty is n

:

who is working
off mn ow in the name of

Ke

Sic Wis 51 ? O31 The indebtedness , He liv Aearn dames,

ace 1

ea ng

we = what ue tb be ealled the ross the road

s+ PRiOF to

na mgert

Golonei James Bail the founding of Tellohaokt s home,*

with their family Ys with his family, an
d e County,

wo

Bailey built
hi settled on Tillatoba

© O%her pioneers

: bulils a home

Yecks V“olone |

logs, and part of 4 north of town, This building dona)

also James oo it st1ll stands, +4 son of 15g vas mde of

ile

of Co a

¥s 8 youth at the time ie 3 1, Batley,

anily
noved into

ths territory, ©» bought property in the town of “har :leston, In bi. noLan
1846 he sarried
Lik horum 4. Bis bride to her new home, whi a

property.
Row the oldest land mark i ¢ : ne had built

ouwi
n “har

oh Sho nome stands was ori ro
The

&lm y owned by

+ Mary 1 chazisston, NiseOpts
B oa

Sun, 1984 ida, depts2, 1926
J

{
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Tallafctonie County \

Greenwood Leflore and wes sold to J, 95, Bei ley by 4 Patticon,
President of the Board of Police. he Home 1s located north of

Court Square on Fanola treet, It is a two story, log building

but the log: were finished 0 as to give it the of a

frave buildings It has a POTGR a0ro s the front whiok leads into

a hallway se perating the two front room:y Ini: hallwey runnin:

east and west leads into another hall running north sand south

which divided the front and back of the house. Originally there
were two stairways. One in the front hall which has been torn

down, “nd one in the dack Ball, whieh has not been remodeled,

This leads to the second story where there are three rooms 4 nd

@ halle With the exe¢;ticn of the bathroom added nd this

stairway olosed, there have been no other Changes wmode in the

house which has deen .tanding ninety years. It i: a nice logke

ing old home, pointed dark brown ond trimied in orean. ihe yard
is well kept, and is by 01d trees that have deen standing

as long as cau be remembered b: people living in Charleston, A

wa.k, the oniy modern feature sees from the cutaside of

the hou'e leads from the side walk to the terse Until recently

an mn tique swing wes hung on this porehs This swing was uade

from a eradle, used two generations ago by the Balley family,

Until the death of Miss Belle Bailey, daughter of the second

Col, James Bailey, a few months this home hed always deen

used by Suat family, It was furnished with = atiques, honded down

from generation to gemrat on. 4% her death the property was
| divided among relatives, and the furnishing: moved away from the

01d home site. The house, itself, has been rented, .ltuough it is
still owned by webers of tie Bailey family,”

, 1%, Coffeevills, Miss,

 

 

Ta llabotohie County
Jage’ ie

VI. -  4ibout 81x miles up the valley, northwest of Charleston,
s%ends a tuo=story colonial ome faoin: the east.The home, Which 1s now the of Mr. Phil Shemmen, was
built by his father, Mr, Granville Sherman in 1856, Prior
to the building of this hous Mr, Granville Sherman and his
family lived in a small log eabin while the house was being
built, The material of which the house i: built was seoured
from the property on whieh it now stands, The house is
exactly as 1t was eighty years ago, It Bas the some floors
and chimneys an old negro, Tom Pinn, who was hired db the
year, built the windows, doors and sashes. The house was
planned b Jim Temper, It Ras green blinds on every window,
These blinds do not have any nails but are put together with
Wooden pin:, When the Mouse was bullt there was a sma ll porch
at the entrance, 4 few years ago the steps and poreh were made
Of solid conerete. The pore: has bamnisters and tall eolumns,
supporting a small poroh on the segond story. Om entering the
Rouse you come into a Rally Af the right of the Mall is the
Stairway, The bannisters are ¢arved out of one solid piece

of wood Raving no joints, On each ~ide of the hall is a large
bedroom, 4 batiarcom kas been built on the baci porch amd part
of the poroh has deen serecned, There 1s a back hall between 5
She dining room and bedroom, dhe kitohen 1s not coi with
She house but stands a little distance out in the baok yard, iThe kitohen thet wasbuilt wits the Mouse burned and ise
Shen three more have burned.

~The upstairs 1s arranged as domnsta irs having a hall ona. 0three large rooms, Two are bedrooms nd the other aoo) ero . ur

The walls of this home vere when ir5% builtand

     



Pa Countyfo

- been plastered only onee since Shan, The second time, by an

Bnglishuan,

Ihe foundation of this home is god snd made of bricks

Which were molded on the place by =n Irisman, There

1s a huge peoan tree that is seventy-five feet aos, The

grounds are very retty. In the backyard is an 01d well that

Rss been there sinee the house was built. Water has been piped

into the house, in reeent years from this sume well,

There are 1100 aeres in the whole place, There is no

furniture that has been there as long as the house, other than a

few chairs, But all of the furniture in the house is over eixty

years old, bought by the present Mr, Phil Sherman, who hos lived

there all of his life.*
It 12 interesting to note that the section of land on which

this hone is built was a United tates Grant (Patent) made to
Gs Shermen, Nay 10, 1848

*Refere Phil Sherman, Miss, R, F, D,Jepterber 21, 1936

SupPVs
Horses Reuse
Tallehatohie County
Charleston, Mississippi
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CHAPTER VIII: WARS

Mt
dan BETOLN ad bot

ntroductory
 

At the beginning of var oe tween the 3tstes in 1861,

Tallshstchie County wss st of 8 period of prosperity;

<5
—

~the era, now so publicized snd known ss snte-bellun days, was

~

nonmes of nundreds of the county's

1whose lives rsn in s confortable, easy msnner, secure in “he

thougl at th holiings, which included thoussnds of

to nold. Tne ns jority of

citizens wss composed cf pioneers -- people wno hed nade 3

wonderful prlsce to live out of a wilderness, snd who

nant thst their rights hed been infringed upon.

en tae first wsr guns boomed, Tsllshstchie's young nen

fron every profession, lswyers, doctors, farmers, ninisters,

and every other wslk of life, shouldered their guns. snd offered

 

 

a
o
e

 



their lives to the Confederscy.

Only & snsll psrt of tne neroisk, coursge, snd loysltiy

with which these nen fought can be written, 411 of them hsve

passed om, but the sscred csuse for which they fcught will ever

renain fresh in the renmory of their descendants,

 

8s Tellshstchie County

furmnisned three conpsnies of infantry, two cocnmpsnies of

grtillery, sug two csvslry conpsnies, The infantry conpsnies

vere: COMPANY B RaY3URN RIFLES, connsnded by Caeptsin E.R, Nell-

son; B 2W0B50N REBELS, connsnded dy Cspltsin “obert Robson,

and BF TaLLadaTCHIEZ RIFLES, corxmsnded dy

PitzGCersld. The two cavalry conpanies were ooth connsnded oy

t of these, the TILLATORA

GREYS, numbered over one hundred nen, On the orgé8nizstion of

the srry in april, 186<, Captsin Eskridge resigned the coxnsnd

of the Tillstobs Creys, cone home snd orgsnized the second coxpsny

with the intention of entering the partizsn ranger service, but

on its orgsnizetion was ordered into Compsny I-Bsllentine's  
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Rérinent sand rensined in it to the close ol the war.n
{      

 

Mien + » > oy ~y \ 2 | ~ x hE "Yr n THT “NY .

Phe two Cavselry companies were: B MCLENDON'S   

 

  

 

  

    

  
      

+

\TTERY, conmnsended by Csptein J... McLendon, snd snother3
a3

    

 

conranded by Merrin. (1)

of Piguting Uni ts

All of tne [lighting units Irom Tsllanatchie Cowity

were connected with the Vestern amy wider Genersls Bregg,

Joseph 2. Johnston, J.B. Bood, snd others at different tines,

snd were engaged in sll the grest snd smell besttles that were

fought in the western

THE TalLLaFaTCOHIIZ RIFLES, mustered in 2s Corpany FP, conposed

g part of the clst liississippl Regiment, 3 regiment distinguished

for its splended discipline snd its superb courage during the

whole wer, This regiment, under Colonel Humphreys, took part in

ten of the bloodiest vsttles of the War between the States,

llslvern Hill, Fredericksburg, Sharpsburg, (or Antietsm), Chick-

srsugs, Gettysburg, Spottsylvenia, Cold Harbor, The Wilderness,

Savage Station snd Petersburg.
 

  

  

 

    
    

     

    
  
   

  

 

    

    
   

 

 

 

 

(1) W, Scott Eskridge, Chsrleston, Miss,
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[t was in the second dsys battle sot Gettysburg that  

 

Septesin John T. Neely, of the Tsllshstchie R2Mfles, lost s leg,   
    Thet psrt of the wide-spresd 0gttlg in which he wss dissbled,

  1s thus described by Cenersl H.J. Hunt, Chief of the artillery       
    of the Union army: "The bresking of the Pesch Orchsrd sngle        
      

     
   

  

   
   

   

exposed the flsnks of our bstteries on the crest, 3igelow's  
3

f
T
)

h

i v c
t

G

2~intn lisssschuse tts in the corner of the field,

He was ordered to hold thst point until s line of srtillery

| could be formed. after sccomplishing its purpose, sll thst wss

c
i
n

left of Sigelow's bsttery wss nis drum, being closely pressed
{
!

oy Colonel Humphreys' Twveanty-Lirst Mississippi, the only gon-

i

federste Regiment which hsd succeeded in crossing the run. His

    nen entered the bsttery snd fought hsnd to hsnd with the      

cennoneers, Thebasttery went into section with 104 offivers snd

 

    
      men, Of the “our bsttery officers, one was killed, one was

      
  

morteslly wounded, snd one severely wounded. Of the seven

    sergeésnts two were killed snd four wounded, The battery suffered

       
8 further loss of twenty-eight men snd sixty-five out of eighty-

 



eight: horses killed or wounded."

4 copy of "The Confederste Veteran," which contsins

the war record of the Twenty-first

1written by J.3. 300the, spesks in hichest terms of "Csp" Houston,

88 he wes Known to nis comrsdes, Reciting @ dramatic incident

which took plsce st the bDsttle of Chicksnsugs, J.3. 300the tells

.

igade conmmnder, Generel dumphreys, celling for vol-

to #0 into gs dense undergrowth in front of the lines,

eneny wes there, snd says, : "Cap" Houston,

Vicksburg, and ------ Jonrsd, from Wilkin-

-

511d soon after disappeared from view

4 1bushes, according to vithin sn hour or two,

nen taney hsd gone a few hundred ;srds, they came suddenly upon

whet wes evidently the remnsnts of s brigsde, with cuns losded,

bayonets fixed, snd four stands of color, 3eeing thst something

hed to be done st once or they would be killed or captured,

Sarnctt ssid,low enough not to be hesrd of the enemy, who hsd

not yet discovered them: "Csp, let's bluff 'em." Csp replied,  

 



  

 

COMPILATION

"All right", snd they sp g up on. the bushes which hsd con-

cesled them end peremptorily comnsnded them to hslt, throw down

thelr snd surrender st Or they would order their nen in

ar by 50 fire on they, After some little hesitstion, snd

gnotner warning thst they would be fired I tney longer

hesitsted, the men threw down their srms. The prisoners were st

once ordered to fsce to the left sni move forwsrd snd follow

recede them through tne bushes,

srnett, with their guns losded snd osyonets fixed,

rear, 3efore tne csptors snd prisoners resched

our lines some of the officers ssid to their csptors: "If we hsd

known thst your men were so {sr sway, we would not hove surrende r-

¢d, but would hsve csptured you. We thoug of course, that

sour line wss only @ few ysrds away in the bushes, or you would

not hsve been so bold snd dsring, snd so thinking, your bluff

worke€d 911 right." The prisoners were nenbers of s dichigsn

brigsde, snd there were four color besrers, esch besring sa

regimentel flag. There were = good many officers snong then,

   



7 > )hil 4 ”

k

af 2X

WW did AdsLAV WN

SWOords we re 311 shesthed wnen our line wss regened.

gsppeared to de VeETy ruch chagrined over UAE ir in-

glorious surrender, snd officers snd men Were

I 30 not redsll whetner

a rE
J Ad rear, but I

5 a 4

three hundred.
brigade

rsrening west parallel

en going nesrly due nortan
-

~~

51 compsnies msde up in Tsllsnstchie County

nifles wags the only one forwsrded to Virginis.

not resch Ricamond in time for the

3yl1l Run on July 21, 18561, bub gfter thet deste psrticipsted in  
gvery cenersl battle fron the first Mennseses tO the close Of the   
wer st (2)

1) irs, Lillie Henry, Charleston, iiss.
ata

(2) Scott Eskridge, Chsrleston, iiss.
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ILA TION

Nares Of Enlisted .ien
 

Roster of Tsllshstchie Rifles:

WeHs PitzGerald, Coptain

Tele 30isclseir, lst Lieutensnt

JeH. Rayourn, &nd Lieutensnt

B.E., 3rd Lieutensnt

John able

Me able

3enton

30isclsir

3urgess

D.d. 3urgess

3l00dworth

im. 3€8n

nreigrus

Kerr

Larkin

Laughlin

a.d. liens

Lee May

?.D. Mstkins

Dsniel McCsrty

2.8.

Sede

 

McCessell

Lee¢

Neill

Polk

TY

led 30g8n

Re. 3ownrsn

2.3. Bodry

3Truce

Goede

¢8S. Cougnlin

Clsrk, R.H.

eve CURD

Dsn Curren

Welle Crutches

ir. Clear ons

Thos, Clemmons

Crenshaw

Den Carter

R.E., Davidson

SeTe Dunlsp
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Fre il

Ford

Yoster

cohn Grshsn

D.R. H8lDrooks

re © Y

Thos. Johnston

Collier

Hutson

-—=-=- Jilliznus

-—=== 3gker

--=-= R01°%

Blesckburn

rege

Page

Ge¥e Prewitt

Wr. Pryor

Thos. Price

Rupell

Robt. Riddick

E.G. Roff

Tallshes tonie Rifles ccn'td

Jerry Robinson

Thos. H. Shores

AEE . H » Snore o

H.R. Snlth

Sewell

Jelle Thompson

H.He Sinnons

P.Hs Thornton

gs%. Trailor

DJL. ToOle

das. TCO1le

Robt. Toole

A811

Aedes Tilson

sO0nn Jstkins

Cherles "7illisnks

dese AOT1EY

G.Bs Worley

Thos. Vills

Jas, Be. Sutton

Rdle Worley

J88. L, Sinnons

Chas. To Worley

Mm. Robinson

  
a
"

C
R
E
e
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Tellshatchie

Chas, Venet

Alex Piper

George W. Lsnce

Js. ablis

Dixon Priddy

458 Jalker

r+He HOus ton

John lleely

Ne#Ws Hard (1)

Roster of Rsyburn Rifles:

Nellsen

Hall

3071e

3rown

Noel

Pgrris

falker

Lunn

Crostwait

Murphy

Dogsn

Re. Neill

Ae3. AShnore

Green Arrendsle

Den Arrendsle

Rifles

Jares 3ell

3enton

4. 3€nton

3enton

Jee 3rown

Be. 38iley

Thos. Bsiley

Byrd

Bloodworth

¢+H. Bull

Mm. Crizell

J. Connor

He DOgsn

B3.F., Dowden

Je«H. Duke

C.i. Dees

 (1) Copied from luster Rola of Tellahstchie Rifles prepared by
Jon T, Neely, owned by Mrs. Lillie Henry Charleston, iss, 



COMPILATIUN

frenci

Arner

Holeshouser

Holeshouser

Holland

dustchi ns’

Hudson

dudson

Rayburn Rifles Con'td

Stephen Rspjohn

Griffin Ross

Jes ROSS

Jeide Rice

dele

stanford cnith

Gee OM ithe rs

devs whElton

?,0,

I. Sherrill

ohn Stone

Le Sheely

mn. stone

Zelse Bneley

Shaw

S«Fs Sherrill

F.04 Steele

s€sse sullivent, Sr.

Jesse Sullivent, Jr.

Geo. Gooch

Gels Groce

Hokie HONKS

Jeile Honke

JHethew Harris

Jesse Housen

 

COL. ILATION

Reyburn Rifles Con'td

John Hobbs

J.He Tote

dele Tribble

Able ‘/srner

H.Cs Werner

L. Willisns

John Willsins

0.3. Weslake

B. Arbuckle

Alex Brown

Owen Sn ith

%. P. Harris

Joel Rice

Jasper Henson

Thos. lM¢ Kinney

BEd. Csnpell

John 2R01lsnd

Silss Sullivent

John Bayliss

Jas, Johnston

Thos. Ward

3. W. Law

Newton Farris

M, C. Bell

T. W. McDaw

Wglter

T

Ey EVRFNSLsGRE gpREdEae,

Thos, O!Dsniel

Gideon Gooch

A. B., Ashnore

2d, Pennington

A. OC. Williford

Tillatobs Greys

We 3S, ESkridge

C. lsrshsll

UU, Steele

R.

Jas, Beiley

J. C. Brady

Jes. 3rown

R. BE. 3ell

J. i, Bell

aA. COle

Thos. vole

Wr, Cole

Jas. Cole

J. #4, Cox

Jas. Craig

i. Jd. QOOpeYT

4d. &, Crenshaw

#. N. DeHsrt

W.5. Ellett

Wn. falkner

  


