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faceHab HISTORY OF TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY

CHAPTER III: FLORA

Tgllshaetchie County, covering sn ares of 629 Square miles,

nes s totel of 402, 560 acres of lend; 155,260 &cres of pastwe ledd,

39,288 acres of woodlsnd pasture, 25,124 acres other pesture, 49,949

sores of woodlsnd snd 92,915 acres in timbered land. (1) The forest

growth of the county is varied; slthough tne forests have been

depleted for both conmerciel snd home use to 8 grest extent, the

supply of products is by no mesns exhsusted.

The woodlsnd of th&s county consists of both pine and hard-

section; tne hardwood

wood; the pine being found only in tne hill

in steetches along stresms snd branch bot toms of the Ta techie

est wooded 8res is in tne

River snd 1ts tributeries. The larg

PTsllshstchie RiVETY bottons.

ive to Te.lehastcnie
There sre three species of conifers nat

County; the SHORTLEAR PINE, found extensively in the hill section,

agriculture, 1935
(1) United States Census of
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hes flexible, slender, sharp pointed lesves, from three to

four inches in length, The cones are three to four inches long with

thick. rough sceles. The lumber is much in demand for both home and

commercial use, (bee 16, Industry)

The CYPRESS, which grows in the Delta section, has a fruit

consisting of a rounded cone or "ball" about #n inch in diameterdian ’

composed of thick, irregulsr scales, firmly closed till ripe, Under

each scale two seeds. are hidden, and the cyrress seed or ball is

distributed by water. The wood of cypress is lizht, soft, easily

worked, an is especially durable in contact with soil or water, =| r water,

characteristic which mekes it greatly in demsnd for greenhouse

planking, boat and ship building, shingles, posts, poles and cross-

ties.

CEDAR, found around old home sites, is used for shade and

shrubbery. It has a blue, juicy, sweet berry followine the bloom

and the foliage is bluish-green. The wood is notable for its dura=-

bility and is frequently used by farmers for fence posts, homemade

furniture, etc. A hot iron rubbed across a cedar branch, which

smooths the iron, is a favorite method and one much in use by negro
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: WHITE QK,

AY. TID[ RED OAK, WATER OAK, POST OAK, TUPELO GUM, SWEET GUM, HICKORY,
i

=

ELM, ASH, BEECH, PERSIMMON, DOGWOOD, SYCAMORE, LOCUST, SASSAFRAS |,

POPLAR, HOLLY, PECAN, BLACK WALNUT, end RIVER BIRCH.)
A

WHITE 04K, found extensively in both hill and | delts
ap

seztions,hasaragged. appearance, large, wedge-shaped leaves of dark

green color, and oval shaped acorns which are very palatable for

many animals of the forest. The wood of the white oak is heawy,

“durable, end much in demand for the building of houses and boats,

agricultural implements, and many other things. (gee Chapter 16,

Industry)

POST OAK, native to hill and delta sections, is found in

abundance ; has dark brownbark, deeply furrowed, dark green leaves,

four to five inches long and the wood is hard, heavy, and close-

grained, end is used for posts, cross=-ties, barrel snd

Aq 1207 LP Caf

‘Hardwoods native to Tallahatchie County are
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bogt-building.

RED CaL, a tree native to the county, hes & rounded

gcorn, sobout hslf sn inch long which is set in s ssucer-

shsped cup. The wood is hard, hesvy, strong end coarse-gresined.
}

ale found slong brench snd river bottonrs, hss scoms

*

goout heglf en inch long. The wood is neavy, hard snd strong, light

browmn in color, with lighter colored ssp wood. It is used ss

piling, cross~-ties, snd fuel.

TUPELO GUM is found in the Delts section. The wood is

light snd soft snd used for wooden-wsre, broom=-insndles, fruit

and vegetable crates,

The SWEET GUI grows in profusion in the lowlsnis snd on

the hills. It is one of our more stately native trees, and is

used extensively in the rmsnufascture of lumber, furniture snd

kindred tredes. "he trees sttein to sn enormous size and height.

It hes 8 spicy, fraegrsnt gum which oozes sbundantly fron the bark.

The grows. in: all..seations, Its fruit is round,  
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pulpy, end sslmon colored, snd very paslstable when ripe, The

wood is hard snd tough, used for bobbins, golf club heads, pulley

turn pins, snd nsny novelties.

a small, sromstic tree, hss soft, light, brittle

wood, snd is used for posts, rsild snd ox yokes. The bsrk of the

root is very sromstic snd used ss 8s flavor for csndies snd ER

The LSYCALIURE is a besutiful tree of hard texture and suitabd

for various purposes. Lt is used in the nsnufscture of interior

finish snd furniture. hen quarter-sswed, it shows s grain that

is curly like bird's eye msple. It grows extensively throughout

the county snd is ruch in denmsnd.

RIVER BIRCH is one of the most besutiful trees. hen well

dried, plsned, snd sanded it meskes exquisite furniture snd tskes

8 high-grade finish. It is 8 very valuable wood but is scsrce

in the county.

The ELM cen be found everywhere, is very tough snd

ixpossible to split and is not in dexsnd for utility purposes.
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YELLOW POPLAR is one of the most stately of trees; it grows

in both sections of the county, but attains to grester Proportions

in the lowlsnds, snd its cormercisl vslue rivals that of any tree,

‘hen Properly sswed, it nskes beautiful mnd enduring luxber,

BELCH, native to lowlsnds, sttsins sg huge size snd hss sg

Smooth gray bark, At s distance it reserbles the birch . 1%

produces 8 but delicious nut, which is trisngulsr snd

conical, each side being sbout s quarter of sn inch wide, snd

tapering to s point. The wood, when quarter-sswed, aged, kiln-

dried, dressed snd Sanded, mskes besutiful snd lasting furniture.

BLACK LOCUST grows everywhere under any snd sll conditions.

It has lovely snd fragrsnt blooms, but wood is used for no

other purpose than fence posts. Like sassafres, it hss sg thin

covering of sspwood, the rest being hesgrt of light orsnge.

HOLLY, sn evergreen, grows in eve#y section of the county,

.

The fruit, which ripens lste in the fsll snd rensins on the

brenches over the winter, is s bright-red berry, which gives the

tree an ormsmentsl sppéarsnce and nskes it much in densng for

  



COMPILATION

.Christnsess decorstions.

The RED BUD is found in 8ll psrts of the county snd is

gnong the first forest trees to blossom; at a distance it

resenbles the crepe nyrtle. Its wood is vslueléss.

DOGWOOD is tough snd grows mostly in the hills. It is

the first wild trees to blossom, covering its bsre brenches with

blossors of 2 snowy whiteness. The wood is exceedingly tough and

is used extensively for shuttles in cotton xills, snd for.various

other connrercisl purposes.

BLACK WALNUT can be found in the county, but not in groups.

Sore of these trees grow to large size and produce nuts of 8s very

rich quality. These trees sre found for the most psrt in culti-

vetted or sbsndoned fields, seldomx in the whldwoods.

PECAN grows in the Delts section, both wild snd cultivated.

Sore of the wild trees grow to 8 large size snd the nuts sre KRTe

delicious then the cultivated species,

 

E
P
U
H
U
S
E
T
O
R
T

Pm
T
P

 

COMPILATION

Verious species of HICKORY grow throughout the county:

pignut, bitter pecan, snd others. Esch of these,

except the bitter pecan snd pignut, oears 8 nut which is pelats

sble to men, the scelybsrk bdeing tae favorite. The luxber is

one of the highest priced on the narket, snd is used for hsndles

of sll kinds, snd many other coprercisl uses.

Besring Trees

JIULBERRY, found in rich soil, hes thin, dsrk grayish-brown

bsrk. Its esrly fruit, which resenbles & blackberry, is greatly

relished oy birds snd enimsls, but tne wood hss no value except

gs fence posts. In this respect, it is 88 enduring ss the black

locust or sassafras.

The WILD PLUM thrives in isolsted places, snd the fruit is

very desirable for nsking jellies. 1% 1s One of the earliest

trees to blossor in the spring, coring with the dogwood. 
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Econonic Vslue of Forests

The econoric velue of the forests csnnot be reckoned in

dollers snd cents; trees replenish the soil with 8s much plant

food ss they take it end the accumulation of lesves for

reny years form humus which incresses fertility.

50il erosion is checked by trees. The hillsides would

soon be gullied beyond control if it were not for the forest

growth,

Trees: form shelter for cattle, sheepand work snimsls in

both summer and winter.

Forests sugnent farm products which include: building

nsterisals, abubtleblosks nade fron dogwood snd persimmon; Wagon

snd suto spokes nede from oak, gash snd hickory.

411 rursl people ss well as many town residents, obtain

fuel fron the forests,. .iany of the: homes of this county are

built of lumber nsnufsctured locally. |foo 15, Industy)
6 i
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Historic Trees
 

4 gnarled snd twisted old BEECH tree stands on the grounds

of the llssonic Cenetery, snd is ssid to be more then seventy

yesrs old. Long ago, when school was conducted in the llssonic

Lodge building. near the cemetery, children chose the big tree

gs s ‘scene for pley during recess and periods when free Iron

their classes. Overlooking a bluff end with s background

of evergreen snd noneysuckle, the big tree stsnds soove the Others

in the cemetery, which include cedsrs snd osks. The erstwhile

school-nouse snd ree ting place for the ligsous, destroyed by fire

in 1930,was eighty yesrs old et thst time. (1)

The beech measures more then seven feet in circumference,

and 0ld settlers of this visit it sand seek to deterxine

the faint carvings on the tree, for in the esrly 1870's school

children treasured the fact thet their names were "notched" on

this big tree. another interesting tree on these grounds is 8

WATER OAL ten feet, eight inches in circumference. (2)

 

(1) 5.L. £olk, Charleston, liiss.

(2) lirs. Hattie 3siley, Charleston, lliss. 
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Wrspped in historic memories sre two RED OAKS, messuring

ten feet, eleven feet sround snd sre situsted on the old stage =

coach rosd to Tusc@®hora,.on property now owned Dy lirse. V.4.,

Bridgers, (1)

On the public rosd, sbout one aundred ysrds from the

business section of Csscills, stsnds a tsll BLU tree, which is

s corner-stone or marker for the first public rosd through that

town; it wes slso used as s oboundesry when the Village was founded

over one .undred yeers 8sgo. (2)

A huge RED 04K stends in the middle of a public gravel rosd

between ov Take =nd Tj a a

n Swen Lske snd Tippo, vis Sharkey. This tree wes left in

€ id e

Janes pernitted the rosd to se built, he s2id that the tree would

nave to be preserved gs his father, Tor Jsmes, hsd rested so

ruch benesth it as 8s boy. The tree reassures twelve feet, eleven

jnches in circumference. (3)

 (1)iirs. V.4s. Bridgers, Cascills, .iiss.
(2) Welle 3runson, cascills, iliss.
(3) irs. W.K, Jones, Webb, Liss.
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During the overflow of 1882, a young mau, Jeseck rhilip,

rowed out to 8 tree in ,gssidy ssyou end drove a spike in a tree

even with the water. The Tres, goout one fourth of 8 rile from.

sne iron bridge st ebb, on Tae jebb-unsrleston rosd, is soout

&
5

0 eR
ry

a * pr > > A ’
/

ten feet in circumierence. The spike is still In (1)

About one hundred feet egst of the irom bridge st ebb

08K tree sbout twelve feet in circumference, vnich was

Judge ebb when Tae place was Iirst settled. S001

gfter the iar between tie States there Were 3 nurber ©f Trees

i
de , £7} 7 i A 171¢ 3

gt this point waica rarked 8 race track. “hese WETS ordinsry o#&k

trees, brought Iron the forest by Judge ebb over fifty jears

ago. This tree 1s the only one thst 18 left stending. (2)

an old UsaGs ORANGE tree on tae old lot in

Cherleston, was OLE of neny others which were planted gobout +The

tige the Dsiley pore wags built in 1832. This tree forks goout

‘threes feet above the ground, end one trunk measures forty-nine

inches, snd the other fifty-three inches. (3)

TIT 7.7. stephens, Webb, iss.

(8) Wed. Stephens, iecbb, lliss. :

(3) lirs. Bailey, 1lissS.
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Largest Trees

sore of the largest trees to be found in the county sre

locsted on the old Staton plsntetion nesr Swsn Lskej an OAK,

which was gs large tree when £1i Staton built his hore there

sbout 1825, nmessures eighteen feet, seven inches in circunference

one foot sbove the ground, with roots spresding to sa circuxfer-

ence of forty-four feet. (1)

On the some piantation is sg IECAN tree nessuring thirteen

feet, eight inches in circunxference. (2)

Une of the largest trees in Charleston is 8 WATER OAK,

nesr the residence of Csptsin Eskridge, 8 pioneer citizen, who

assisted in writing the history of Tsellahatchie County. This

tree nmessures twelve feet, five inches in circuxference snd is

sgid to be more thsn 8 hundred years old. a large sres,

it is located near s locsl rosd, and its lesfy brsnches msy be

seen from a grest distence, The roots sre big, gnarled snd twist -

ed snd sre sbove the ground in some places nore than fifteen
(1) Susie Staton, Winons, liiss.
(2) lirs. Carter, Swen Lske, lliss.
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feet from the tree, The branches of this tree extend in every

direction snd meny birds find s hore there. (1)

Un tine front lawn of .iiss Clyde Lindsey's property, stands

en ELM tree thirteen feet, four inches in circunference; it is

8% lesst one hundred years old; in the bsck ysrd is snother

gigantic tree measuring thirteen feet around, and of the ssne

age. (2)

4 large TIICKORY tree on the old fressgrove plsce, nesr

vescille, over a century 018, nessures eleven feet around. (3)

Un the Bloodworth plsce is s large 04K, reassuring ten

feet, five inches in circumference; it is sbout eignty yesrs

old. (4)

LINE tree on J.J. Burt's place, planted by Herris

is ten feet, seven inches in circunference. (5)

 Burke, Charleston, liiss.
Lillie Henry, Chesrleston, liiiss.
Blenche rsyne, Cascills, liiss,
3lanche rayne, Cascilla,
Jennie Jurt, Casclilla, liiss. 
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There are three CEDAR trees on property owned by liiss

Modie Trusty, of Cascills., One tees messures six feet, six inches

in circunxference; one seven feet; the third six feet; these trees

are eighty~five years old snd were plsnted when J.l. Harris,

lliss Trusty's grend-father, first settled in Tsllshstchie

County. (1)

Two trees noticeable for their size snd age sre on the

lawn of Isassc ~harleston; both were stending when the

hore wes built in 1856. One of these, s MAGNOLIA tree, measures

Six feet, six inches in circumference. The other tree, which hss

8 tremendous trunk, is sn Ossge or MURDOCK, and wss 8slso stand ig

on the lot when the Psttison Mouse was erected; it is over ta

feet in circumference, (2)

On the lswn of P,H. Shernan, who lives about eight miles

up the velley from Charleston, stsnds sn old POPLAR tree

neasuring fifteen feet in circumference; sbout ten feet from the

ground the tree forks into two distinct trunks. Its sge is sbout

(1) odie Trusty, caescille, iiss.
(2) I.C. Pattison, Charleston, Liss.
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ninety yesrs.

An old WHITE OAK tree across the road from the Sherman

hore messures sbout sixteen feet in circumference, snd wes nere

when ne county was first settled, which makes it over one

hundred five yesrs old. On O.J. Shermen's plentetion sre two

besuti ful OAK trees that were there before the county was settled

in 1833: .ir. snd lirs. Buntin lived on this place. (1)

An 01d O&K tree on J.W. Burt's lawn at s8scills is one

hundred yesrs old snd measures eleven feet in circumference.

The tree hss been struck by lightning but is still stending. (2)

On property owned by L.C. Gnsrleston, stends

sn immense LECAN tree nessuring twelve feet, two snd onehslf

inches in circumference. This tree was planted bycl.C.

Pattison's fether in 1873. The Psttison: none, destroyed dy

fire sbout twenty yesrs sgo, was one of the early landmarks. (3)

A huge PIN OAK, on the 01d Jed. #ebb plsntetion, one mile

(1) O.J, ohermsn, chsrleston, liiss.

(2) Mrs. Jennie Burt, Cescilla, liss.

(3) I.C. Patbison,; Charleston, liiss, 
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been removed snd cement put in to preserve the tree. On the

abd
j

northwest of Webb, stends just to the right of the old W sspe lswn is sn innense OAK tree thirteen feet, eight inches

: in chrocuxference; in circunferenve, sand lirs. Flautt, now residing on the property,

teen snd one third feel
noxe., This tree is seven

ee
;

its top spredds gbout ninety feed end is covered in nistleto
believes it to be one hundred yesrs old. (1)

:
6. 1

:

When Mr. Webb hed the land cleared he left this tree for shades (1)
oF Ulisisl Trees

On Mrs. C.H. Broox's lawn in Charleston, is en old On the lewn of I,C, Pattison,, Charleston, is s TEA plant

ircunference, thet wes brought here frox South Carolinas sbout fifty yesrs ago;

ten feet, six inches in ¢

MAPLE tree which neasures

Wh. the plsnt resemble huge bush snd w ted b tt tg 2

snd its brenches spresd over the greater portion of She lsWn
pis r les 8 hug ush snd wes plsnte y Patterson's

end
xother. (2)

This tree is femilier to 011 Chsrleston residents, both old

)
An unususl tree on the property of J.H. Csldwell,

young, end is regarded ss 8 (2

Charleston, is s WInfiow which forks st the ground into three

A besutiful MAGNOLIA tree in Mrs. Charlie Herrelson's

.

12 sanes sepsrete trunks, esch trunk bending snd growing in s different

front yard in Chsrleston xessures gix feet, two snd one hs

: ;

| snd brsnches. (3)

pelieved it wes plenged in the 1850's. (3)
|

In the ysrd of Mrs. T.B. Abbey, Webb, there is a BANANA

There is 8 besutiful old OAK tree on property owned by

:

er  
| tree which wes grown frox s root given to Mrs. Abbey by Robert

B.F., Seunders at Swen Leke" which is geven feet, five inches
(1) Mrs. John Flsutt, Swen Lske, Mississippi pm

.C. Pattdson,, Charleston, Miss.
4: decayed parts have (8) CHmLLT Miss.

ground, end is at lesst seventy-five yesrs old; J
9

pas
t

seventy-
five

ySo
v

©

ee

1) 3.9. Jebb,Sumner, Miss.

(2) Mrs. Cherlie Herrelson, Cherleston, iss.

(3) Ibid
SRAOR MRI 1:3EEEDIBE

EET 
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Townes of Minter City. In the sunxer this tree grows to s

height of twelve to fifteen feet snd shows its best during the

nonths of September snd October. The stalk dies down st the begin-

ning of winter, snd the roots are then covered with 8 costing

of lesves snd fertilizer, The tree comes up each sunmer from its

roots, Although this tree hes never borne sny fruit, s tree in

the yard of Mrs. B.F. Ssunders, which grew from a2 root tsken frox

the tree in Mrs. Abbey's ysrd. snd which is three yesrs old,

produced sbout two hundred bsnsnss lsst yesr. (1)

A flowering tree, ssid to be s member of the cstawbs

faxily, snd inported from Englsnd, nesr the residence of B.W.

Exdbry, Cherleston, is unususl becsuse of its pretty purple

blossoxs, possessing s strong odor, snd the lsrge lesves, some

nessuring fifteen inches in length, Its origin st its present

location is unknown, for no one is credited with plsnting it.

  
 

(1) Hrs. T.B. Abbey, Webb, Miss. A
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It is seid to be between three snd four years of sge. In

winter the tree is covered with lsrge clusters of berries

whieh remsin sll sesson, giving wsy in spring to the purple

blossons of exquisite besuty. The tree is of ordinsry size,

snd the peculisr, strong odor exhaled by the plant is very

rare. (1)

There is s PECAN tree of unususl fornstion on the

Staton plentstion nesr Swan Leke. This tree, xessuring eleven

feet, one inch about two feet gbove the ground nesr the fork,

hes one trunk six feet, four inches in circunference; the

gix feet, ten inches, This tree is very old. (2)

FLOWERS

Wild Flowers

Wild snd cultivated flowers nsy be seen st slrost sny sesson

of the year ss the temperste olinste is fsvorsble for their

growth, but esrly spring is the time during which more lovely

 

(1) Kent Butler, Charleston, liss.

(2) Mrs. Carter, Swen Lake, Miss. 



de

COMPILATION

blossons sre on displsy then st any other, Every road, snd the

countryside sre sdorned with nuxerous varieties of native flowers.

More snd nore easily recognized by the xassses than

any other wild flower is the GOLDENROD, which blooxs in ausunn.

The golden cluster of flowers, set on the end of s long, slender

green stex, two to six feet long, decorates rosdside snd field

through Septexber snd October.

The PRIMROSE, with its delicste pele pink blossoxs growing

close to the ground on sepsrste stexs, blooxs during April snd Msy.

Through Msrch snd April the tiny, white, orchid snd purple

DAISIES dot fields snd resdows; the flowers have four petsls, growing

8ingly on the end of fine, hsir-like stexs; with oblong leaves set

close to the ground.

Frox Msy through Novexber the blseck snd yellow e¢irculsr

blossonxs of the BLACK-EYED SUSAN, brighten fields, woods snd.

roadsides. The plsnt hss oblong, rough, green lesves growing the

length of the glendér- stalk.
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The WILD ROSE, with its clusters of pink flowers that fsde

slxost white, is native to the county, end may be seen in bloox

throughout the suxmxer months,

The bright colored blue to lsvender blossoxs of the wild

SWEET PEA osn be seen brightening low, dexp plsces during August

snd Septexber; the sxsll green vines clirbing upon shrubs and

bushes.

The wild VIOLET, both purple snd white, nay be found

growing profusely in pstches in rich soil in hill snd delts.

The WATER LILY, with its zany lsrge, snowy-white petsls,

flowers frox June to Septexber in ponds or slow-nxoving water.

MILKWEED, one of the well known summer flowers, grows slong

roadsides, in the fields snd open woods. The 1lilsc colored blooxs

are followed by seed pods which, when dry, open snd send forth s

silky, glossy substsnce which nsy be seen floating in the sir

during the dry fsll xonths,

Of wide distribution in the county is the BISTERVEED,

e8sily recognized by its sxsell yellow flowers of disagreeable 
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odor, which bloox frox esrly until frost. The bitter teste

of xilk ceused by cows esting this weed mske it little apprecisted

by zeny fsrxers,

The MAY found in rich, shaded soil, hss three lsrge

legves with ohe huge white flower, supported by s sxooth, green

stex snd fruit resexbling sn apple.

The yellow blossox of the MULIEIN, in its setting of lsrge,

pele green velvety lesves growing close upon the ground, resenbles

8 huge rosette. The plsnt is credited with hsving high

xedicinsl vslue -- soncentrated extrset of xixed with

honey, being s rexedy for coughs snd colds.

JIMSON WEED grows in light soil, fields, westelsnds nesr

dwellings snd rubbish hesps, resching a height of one to five feet,

The flowers sre lsrge, showy, green-wmhite, sbout four inches long.

The fruit is s densely, prickly, elongated burr. The seed snd stex

of this plent contain s powerful nsrcotic poison. (1)

Other native wild flowers sre: HYDRANGEA, VERBENA, NIGGERHEAD,

SWEET WILLIAM, PASSION FLOWER
L) Neltje Blsnchsn, Nstures G

(8) Susie Steton, Winons, Miss.
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Shrubs

SUMAC, sn sttrsctive. shrub, grows frox eight to ten feet

tall, snd the yellow snd white blooxs which coxe in May sre not

80 besutiful ss the purple-red snd scsrlet folisge which is so

noticeable ‘in the fall,

The white DOGWOOD is widely distributed in the hill section,

Flowering in lste Msrch snd esrly April, this lerge shrub or tree, with

its profusion of white blossoxs, is regsrded ss the officisl hsrbinger

of spring.

The ELDER, coxnxon to TN snd delts alike, hss s long sxooth

stslk with luxurisnt, smooth green folisge snd lsrge clusters of

white blossoxs, which give way to hundreds of smell red berries.

These berries snd blossoxs xske delicious wine.

RED BUD or Judss tree, is conspicuous in the woods for its

profuse covering of red-purple flowers preceding the leaves in esrly

spring. Widely distributed in the delts section.

3i
i:
1
§
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Vines
Perennisl Flsnts

digitslis hibiscus shassts dsisy

The wild MORNING GLORY is » faxilisr sight slong rosdsides,

gellerdis hsrdy phlox chryssnthexux

woods snd thickets, snd often times in cultivaped fields. The golden glow iris tritons

sweet willisx delphiniux sguilegis

blooxs which open esch xorning with the sun, rsnge in color frox

lavender to blue-pink snd white.

The wild HONEYSUCKLE, of wide distribution, permeates the

rarsl section with its sweet odor during the blossoxing sesson in

spring.

The TRUMPET VINE, with its brillisnt tomsto colored, truxpet-

shaped blossox, is seen st xany points elinbing upon trees and fence

posts. It is often confused with the POISON OAK, but is s different

plant snd non-poisonous.

Cultivated Flowers

Mowers frox seeds

sweet pes POPPY pansy

verbens xsrigold hollyhock

ginnia nssturtiux larkspur

petunia: disnthus xignonette

sslvis heliotrope violet

vinossunflower portulscs

stocks kochis snap drsgon

glyssux bschelorbutton
gscsbioss

O
R

p
e

dshliss

sxaryllys

nsrcissus

dey 1lily

erocus

srbor vitse

box

deutsis

gl thee

butterfly bush

bridsl wreath

quince

ocesn willow

yellow Jaskine

xinosse

flowering peech

lilac

Bulbs snd Roots

butterfly lily

cslediun ’

hyscinth

snowadrop

Shrubs

juniper

spruce

besuty bush

xock orsnge

cspe

nsndins

ayrings

forsythias

pluxbago

roses

cedars

axoor river privet

gledioli

water lily

Jonquil

daffodil

tulip

euonyxus

spires

kerris Jjsponica

flowering slxond

crepe xyrtle

cslscsnthus

bsrberry

privet

weeping willow

holly

hydrsngess

pittosporus (evergreen) 
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Gerden Club

The Civic Garden Club of Chsrleston, with Mrs, Allen Neely

8 sponsors city besutificetion by encouraging its

nenbers to sdded efforts to improve sppesrsnces of homes and

grounds, cooprerstes in holding flower shows snd gerden pilgrimages,

Flower Shows

Hore dexonstrstion clubs of Tellshstchie County sponsor

flower snd vegetable shows, In May, 1936, @ lovely exhibit of forty-

seven vases of flowers, snd 125 verieties of vegetables were dis-

played. (1)

Besutification Project

A WPA Besutificstion Project hss been in operstion in the

county for sore time, Grounds sround BATES snd school buildings,

courthouses, snd perks at Chsrleston, Suxner, Tutwiler, Webb,

Philipp, snd Glendors have been ixproved by this project,

 

(1) Miss Frsnces King, Chsrleston, illss.
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6s Petrified rock:Date: May 8, 1936. | CanvasserssLilly Young
i; | | Janie L. Fonda

SO1LS AND MINERALS: sms) 0

The principal soil-farming material in county:

LS

The principal soil-foming material in Tallehatchie County
is olay, which is the sub=goil.*

List soil types, es based on similar origin, similar color,

structural characteristics, surface features and dre inage:

The different types in Tallahatohie County are sand, olay,

and silts.*

Series of soils found in county:

The eastern or hilly section of Tallahatchie County cone

sists of Brown Loanand Loess soil. The western section or

the delta is composed of the Yazoo Basin soil or Sarpy, fine

sandy loam, and Sharky clay.” | )

Velue of each type as to orop reising, grazing, timber crop

Or any other value: |

The entire county, especially that up the Yazoo Basin

inna and the Brown Losm area, is good grazing and timber land.’

Commeroal stones; building stone; iron sandstones, hydraulic

Havens, 038,

Tone «.

Mr. W. Carson, Agent, Charleston, Miss.
- May 6g 3928, ars gs
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None o¥

II, MINERALS

1. Metalic minerals:
(a) Irom:

(1) Bessemer ores:

None ,* :

(2) NoneBessemer ores:

None, *

(b) Aluminum:

(1) Kind of ore:

None ,*

2+ Nonelistalic minerals:

(a) Coment resources:

White sand is plentiful in differentsections of
Tallahatohie County.* :
Lignite:

None ,*

Clays, kinds: .

Deposits of shite clay ere found in the eastern

or hilly section of Tallahatohie County.*
,

Special clays:

In Tallahatchie County there are ofspecial

white clay (probably Fullers earth), which has been
analized by the Samaric Engineer atthe Untvezaisyof

*Reference: wl I. W. Carson Gount agentMay 6,1936.J : y ’
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(1) 011 and gas:Illinois. Many companies from the No
ly iny rp 198 rom. 9 North have sen Numerous compsnies have drilled for oil and gas innen hers to exa this olay, and theynine 8 olay, and hoy 1% 1s Tallahatchie County, but have not been successful. Howethe best deposit of th -

a
P 1s type ‘olay to be found any ever, geologists stute that there are good indications“here. Letters from Germenr and other foreign places iss »

of oil and gus lLere. (A
L
N
T

71
FO
R

have been received inquiring ebout the clay. Although

a clay company has been formed, no work has been begun

to make use of the clay. However, experiments have

Lv

S
7
/
0
S

been made which show that it can be used for many pure

poses: pottery, dishes, base for powder, and numerous "Reference: Dr. J. KE. Powell, Charleston, Miss,
others. Exhibitsof the vse of the clay con be seen in

the Mississippi Clay Company office, located in Charlese

ton.

Bentonite:

None ¢**
:

Other minerals (1) Silica (2) Gohres:
Mrs. Isabel Summers, Supervisor,

None ** | Historical Reseerch Project,
| Tallahatchie County.

sounds, for glass manufacture and pottery:

There is pure white sand foundin Tallahatchie County,

which could be used for menufacture of glass and pottery,

but as you this sandhas not been utilized,**

Mineral waters:

None.**

*Reference: Dr. J. E. Powell, Charleston, Miss,
Rev. 8. P. Hawes, Charleston, Miss,

, May6, 1936.  
-

**Reference Mr. I. W. Carson, Charleston, Miss,
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Genvassers « Myre. Falrrest Carter
Mrs. Mary Wilson
Birdie Harrison

TREE SURVEY « ASSIGNMENT #28

At The Foot of a Tree

When I come to die I wish to lie
At the foot of a low-limbed tree,

With ny head on my arm
And a bend in my knee,
And the falling leaves to cover me!

I would love for the 1ife
From my dying hends
To de ters to the heart of a tree;

That I could feel Sun,aud wind, and rain,00
And the tree could athe for mel

Prom dust we come, to dust we go,
It ie dust I wish to de.

Ch, let me lie where the birds flit by,
In’the quiet spot where I chose to die,

At the foot of a living tree!

Another visit wos made to the old Staten home to measwre the trees there,

These trees were standing on the site when My, Eli Staten built his hom a-

bout 1828; the house itself ie ase 1 wae originally construoted.

There was an oak tree measuring eixteen feet thrity-one inches in cir

ounference; ite roots spread to a oiroumference of forty-four feet - this

\ _ messurement being taken about a foot from the ground.

i’ Wl 4 i cng ecAA TNO RS An SAR oh

SraARIE RARER .
ROAED

 

atchie County

There was a pecan tree twelve feet twenty inches around; and twin pe-

can trees grown together measuring eleven feet one inch about two feet a~

bove the ground near the fork: ome trunk wae six feet fowr inches arownd,

- theether six feet ten inches.

All these trees, in spite of their antiquity, are fine specimens of

trees and oreate a perfect setting for the old Staten residence. *

There is a beautiful old oak tree on property owmd by Mr, B. F,

Saunders at Swan Lake (on the lawn of Myr.end Mrs. John Flautt) which is

seven feet five inches around and is at least seventy-five years old; it

sontaineg cement as a preservative.

On the same lawn there is an immense oak tree twelve feet and twenty

{nches in circumference. Mrs, Flautt believes thimstree to be one hundred

years old. ** :

One of the largest trees in this section and one with a great deal of

historic interest is the large water cask near the residence of Cgptain Es~

kridge, one of the pioneercitizens who helped write ths history of Talla~

hatchie County. This located in the sastern section of the city

of Charleston, hut was burned several years ago

The giant water oak is in a woodedsection and is the largest in that

ares. Measuring twelve feet and five inghes in circumference, the tree is

Reference: Mra, Carter, Swan Lake, Missioest
Reference: Mrs, JohnMautt, Swan Lake, Missiesippi

*** Reference:
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sald to Memes than one hundred years old. Shading a large area, the tree
ie looated near s local road and its large and leafy branches may be seen
from a great distance. The roots are big, gnarled, snd twieted and are a-
bove the ground in some Places more than fifteen feet from the tree. The
big branches of the tree expand in every direction and many birde find a
home within the trec's large spread. *

There is a beautiful magnolia tree in irs, Charley Harrelson'sfront
yard in Charleston; it measures feet two and one half inches in ciroum-
ference. The exact age of the tree is unknown but it ie believed that it
was planted in the '50s., **

- Oe a

A bird flite merrily among the leafy boughs of the big beechnut tree
on the grounds of the Masonic Cemetery and ite chirp brings back memories
Of the yesteryear. For this large tree ie a landmark in the old burial
ground and is sald to be more than seventy yeare old. Situated near the cen-
ter of the grounds, the big tree is gnarled and twisted and shows eigns of
the years.

Long ago when school was ocondusted in the Masonic Lodge Building near
the cemetery, the ohildren chose the big tree as a scene for play during
¥eces® and periods when free from their classes. Overlooking a emall bluff
and with a background of evergreen and honeysuckle , the big tree stands a~
dove the others in the cemetery whioh includes cedars and cake. The eretwhile

“Reference: We Bs Burke, Charleston, Mississippi
Reference: Mrs. Charley Harrelson, Charleston,

  

Tallshatohis County
Page #4

1930 and was eighty yeare old at that time, gh

The large beechuut tree has few limbs but its branches are bigand of

a white color, The beech measures more than seven feet in oirowmference .

014 settlers of this community vieit the tree and seek to determine the
faint carvinge on the tree for in the early '70's theschool children treas~

ured the fact that their names were "notched" on the big beechnut. The tree's

historic setting ie more interesting for the Masonic cemetery is one of the

oldest burial grounds in this section, *

- ES eas we we

The 014 lMasonie Temple site in Charleston 1s a place of many historie

landmarks. ‘he Temple wae destroyed by fire in 1980, and all that

there is a few aged trees and a emall burial ground,

Two of the largest trees are: a beechnut tree measuring eight feet one

inch in circumference and a water oak ten e feet and eight inchee sround, **

In the fron lawn of Miss Clyde Lindsey's property stands an immense

¢lm trees thirteen feet four inches in circumference; it is at least ome hune

dred years old, In the back yard there is another gigantic tree measuring

thriteen feet around and of the same age. ***

- EE a Ws Ww

On property owned by Mrs. Ve A. Bridgers, Ossoills, are two old trees

wrapped in historic atmosphere. They arered cake, measuring ten and e-

leven feet around and are situated on the old stage coach road to Tuscahoma,
-

Reference: 8. L, Polk, Charleston, ** Mrs. Hattie Bailey, Ohar :"4% Mys, Lillie Henry, Sharleston, hate

ln
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There is an old Osage orange tree on the old Balley lot in Charleston.

This tree was one of many others which were planted about the time the Bal

Jey home was built in 1832.

This tree forks about three feet above the ground and om trunk measures

forty-nine inches around and the other fifty-three inches.

ae we WW OW as wm

There ie a large Hickory tree on the old Prassgrove place near Caeccille

mH

which is over one hundred years old and measures eleven feet around.

There ie a large Oak tree on the Bloodworth place; it is ten feet five

Hk

{nehes in circumference; it ie around eighty rears old.

-_— as Ww Ww

A pine tree located on J. W, Burt's place; it wae planted by Je Me

2 RE
Harris in 1862 and is ten feet sewn 10hes in eirocumference.

The lawn surrounding the home of lr, Isaac Patterson, Charleston, prove

ed to be a scene of historic interest. Among various kinds of flowers and num~

erous types of trees, there were two trees which were especially prominent

* Reference; Mrs. Hattie Bailey, Charleston,
** Reference: Mrs, Blanche Payne, Caseills, Miesiseipp ‘

Reference: Mrs, Blanche Payne, Casoilla, Nissimeipp
nyference: Mrs. Jennie Burt, Caseilla, Missiesippl
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for their unusual size and age. One of these was a magnolia tree which has

stood simoe 1086 and was on the lot whenthe Patterson home was bulls there; :
it measures five feet and eighteen inches in oiroumference.

The other tree, which hae a tremendous trunk, ie an Osage or Murdock

and was aleo standing on the lot when the Patterson house we erected; it ie

over ten feet around. *

lecated in Cascilla on the publie road about one hundred ysrde from tle

business section of the town, stande a tall elm tree which is 3 comer stone

Or a marker for the firet public road through Casoilla; it was also used as

a boundary when the village of Cascilla was founded owr one hundred years

BE

There are three cedar trees located on proparty owned by lites Modie

Trusty of Casoilla. One tree measuree gix feet eix inches in eiroumforence,

one seven feet, and the other eix feet; these trees are eighty-five years ol a

and were planted when J, M, Harrie, Mies Trusty's grand-father , first settled

in Tallahatohie County, ***

- eo w=

* Reference: Mr, I. O, Patterson, Charleston, Mississippi
** Reference: Mr, W. M, Brunson, Caseills, liesiseippi

*** Reference: Mise Modie Trusty, Caseilla, Mississippi
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A huge red oak tres stands in the middle of a public gravel road be-
tween Swan Lake and Tippo, going through Sharkey. This tree was left in the mid
dle of the road for sentimental reasons. When Colonel Tem James permitted
the road to be built, he said that the tree would have to be preesrved ae
his father, Tom James, had rested so much beneath it as a boy. The tree mea-
sures twelve feet eleven inches around. *

At Sharkey where the famous old ante-bellum home (recently destroyed
by fire) of 7, G, James stood, there are a magnolia tree, a pecan tree, and
a cedar tree the ages of which are unknown. *

- ah WW a Ww

During the overflow of 1882, a young man by thename of Jack Phelip

rowed out to a tree in Cassidy Bayou and drove = eplke in a tree ewn with

the water. The tree is located about ome fourth of a mile from the iron

bridge at Webb on the Webb-Charleston road and is about ten feet in circum

ference. The spike is still in the tres. **

- as Wm ew

Abous one hundred feet east of the Webb iron bridge stands an cak tree

about twelve feet in circumference which was set out by Judge Tedd when

Webb wae first settled. After the Civil far, there were a number of trees

which ran along where the tree stands that marked a race track. These were

ordinary ocak trees brought from the forest by Judge Webb over fifty years

ago. This tree 1s the only one that is left standing, ***

- - w

* Reference: Mrs. W, XK. James, Webb, Mississippi
** ¥. J. stephens, Wedd, Miss. *** yw, J. Stephens, vebd, Misetesipp
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On the lawn of Mr, P, H, Sherman, whe lives sbout eight miles wp the

valley from Charleston, stands an old poplar tree measuring fifteen feet

in cirommference; about ten feet from the ground, the tree forks inte two

distinet trunks. Its age ies about ninety years.

On May 10th, 1916, Mr, Sherman's daughter, lary, and Mr, Thomas Shel

ton Tayler, of Como, were married on the Sherman lawn,

An old white oak tree across the road from the Sherman home measures

about sixteen feet in circumference. This tree was here when the county

was firet settled which makes it over one hundred and five years old,

On Oy J, Sherman’e plantation are two beautiful oak trees that were

there before the county was settled in 1833; ir, and lirs. Buntin lived

on this place.

LargestTreeq:

There is an old oak tree on J, WW, Burt's lawn at Caseills which is

one hundred years old; it measures eleven feet in circumference. The tree

hae been struck by lightening but is still standing, **

- Se

*Reference: Oy J. Sherman, Charleston, Miselssippl
** Reference: Mre, Jennie Burt, Caseilla, Mississippi
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On preperty owned dy Mr. I. C. Patterson in the town of Charleston,
stands an immense pecan tree measwring twelve feet two and one half inches
in eiroumference. This trae was planted by lr, Patterson's father in 1873.
The Patterson home, which was destroyed by fire about twenty years ago, was
One of the early landmarks in Tallahatohie County, *

ee em ow ew

A huge pen ocak tree ies located on the old J. J. Webb plantation one
mile northweet of Webb, Mississippt, which etands Just to the right of the
01d Webd home. This tree is fifty-three yeare old and 1s seventeen and one
third feet in circumference. The top spreads about ninety feet and ig
oovered with mistletoe. "han Kr. "ebb had the land cleared, he left this
tree for shade, **

On Mra. C, H. Broom's lawn in Charleston etande an ola meple tree. It
Measures ten feet and six inches in circumference snd ite branches spre ad
over the greater portion of the lawn. This gigantic tree is familiar to all
Charleston's residents both 01d and young and is regarded as a conspicious
1end~mark, ***

We

om - an - a. we

* Reference: Mr, Ii OC, Pattereon, Charleston, Hieelseippl** Reference: Mr, J, J. Wedd, Summer, Mises ssippi*#* Reference: Mrs. Charlie Harreleon, Charleeton, uissiseippi
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The glant red oak tree on the ple of W, H, Wiggine, Casoilla, route
£2, has gone the way of many trees - destroyed beosuse it wee in the way.
The big oak was shading land that ie being cultivated thie ar and Me,
Wiggine found {it necessary to kill the tree by cutting into the hesrt of

the tree and rendering it unfit for further service insofar as budding. The
large tree ie beautiful in the epring of the year but in a short time will
shed ite bude. lr, Wiggine ie on land owed by W, BE. Carpenter in Beat 3,
Tallahatohie County.

The old adage 1s each ring on the stump of a tree will indicate a year
and in thie way ite age may be determined. ihe glant red ocak is old, about
one hundred years old, soccmding to dir. Wiggins anil messures four feet
in diameter and more than twelve feet in circumference. The tree presents
many unique characteristice and upen cutting into the red or heart of the
tree, Mr, Wiggine found t wo prongs or etems which showed two oak trees

had grown together when yowng and forked when about five feet above the

ground. He says that a tell-tale sign for the two stems ingide the heart

were easily distinguished,

The big oak was located at the point of a v-shaped gully and land on
either side was being oul tivated and ite big branches hindered proper cule
tivation of the land. The tree wae a landmerk in that section of the coun~
try and in the springtive presented = scene of ploturesqus beauty but sube-
mitted to the will of a progressive spring famming program, *

- oe ow

"Reference: VW, H, Higgins, Casoilla, Miseissippi 
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There 1s a tea plant on the lawn of Mr. X. C. Patterson, Charleston,which was brought here from South Caroling about fifty years ago; thePlant looke like a huge bush and wae planted by ir, Patterson's mother, *

enema...

In Mre, 7, B ® yard in Webd there 1s a banana tree. Mr. RobertTownes of dinter City, liiesi gave lire, Abbey the root from whioh 1twas grown, In the Summer, this tree grows to 8 height of twelve or £1 fteen

There is a very unusual tree en Wr, J, mH, Caldwell's Property in Chardeston, It 1g a willow tree which forks at the ground inte three separatetrunks, each trunk bending ang growing in a different direction, It is afull grown tree and each trunk hae large 1imbe gmt branches, ***

ference: ur, I, 0, stonarene Mrs. 7, B, Abbey, Webb, Misesei 1 nyference: Mrs. John Ocesar, Charleston,  
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ower t

The flowering tree, maid to be a member of the catawba family and im~
ported from England, near the residence of B, Ww, Embry in Charleston is a eo
Quriceity because of its pretty purple flowers possessing etrong odor and
the large leawes, come eighteen inches in length. Its origin at
its presdnt location is unknown for nec one ie oredited with planting the
tree but ite beauty ie move noticeable because of ite location in cre of the
prettlioet flower gardens in the ity. The tree ie caild to be between three
and four years of ago .

In the winter large clusters of berriee covered the tree and remaine
ed all season and in the the epring was trancformed into purple blooms of
rare beauty. The tree is not of extraordinary seize and the peculiar, etrong
odor exhaled by the plant is very rave, *

- ee woe em

AS we drive through the hill seetion of iallahatchie County in the
epring the weode are full of rede-bud aud dog-weod trees in full bloom
and the ground dotted with sweet williams, This natural beauty of the
land-ecape oreates a scene of puloritude and color that would inspire
an artist.

ow es =e ow

Mre, Isabel Summers, Superviser
Histories) Research ProjectTallshatohie County

Fowr

"Reference: ¥re Kent Butler, Charleston, Mississippi 
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HISTORY OF TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY

CHAPTER IV: INDIANS

Introduction

Very little is left in Tellshatchie County to rexind

one of its first citizens, == the Indisns. A few mounds, Indisn

srrows, old lend grents, nsxes of stresus,or towns sre permsnent

which stsnd, but too xuch is lost,

Their expressive langusge, Wholesome outdoor life, their

good morsels, bravery, endursnce, disregsrd of physical discomforts,

snd yr for those of their rece who lacked the spirit of good

sportsmanship sre qualities that xsy well be tressured 8s 8

legecyby those who now possess the land.

First Inhsbitsnts

The first inhebitsnts of what is now Tellshatchie County

were Indisns of the Choctaw tribe, In 1830 the Choctaw Nation

sssenbled st Dsncing Rebbit Creek snd agreed to 8 treaty, by

which they ceded tO the United States the remxsining lsnds which
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they held esst of the Mississippi. Tsklahstchie County was

included in shia cession. (1)

_Custons snd Characteristics

®phe Choctew were s branch of the Muskhogesn stock who

seexed to have entered the South frox beyond the Mississippi

at os considerable period before the other divisions....The

Chocts” in historic times lived in lississippi, locsting their

towns mostly on the Psscsgoule and Chickssswhsy rivers, They hsd

sone twenty thoussnd people snd were the rost numerous of the

Southern tribe.

"Phe Choctsw differed in many respects fron the other

Southern IndisnsSe..e..e.41l the Southern Indisns were sgricultursl,
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The Sioux snd Choctew most of sll. The principsl crop everywhere

was corn, of which they had gseversl vaepieties including popcorn.

They raised besns, pumpkins, squesh, tomatoes, sweet potatoes,

snd melons, snd what supplus they héd st the end of the sunxmer

they stored sway in cribs, of which esch family hed one. Around
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esch villsge were the clesred fields where lsy the gsrden strips

of the individusl fenilies. It wes the custox to mske the

planting s enterprise but after thet each family worked

snd hsrvested its own strip. A certein smount of the crop went

into the common storehouse, which wss a centrsl festure of the

town, snd under the care of the chief. Tobscco was also reised,

but it wes of inferior quslity. The Southern Indisns were pipe

smokers, but their use of tobacco was chiefly for ceremonisl

purposes. {When the cleared fields of the Indians became exhausted,

their only recourse wes to move their village to some other site, ...

"Sslt wes sn impotent itex of commerce, It was made at

the sslt weter springs, numerous throughout the South, by boiling

off the water in huge clay kettles....The Choctsew procured most

of thefir supply from the springs in Noxubee County." (1)

"The Choctaw-Chickasaw lenguage was a fairly typicsl

Indisn lsnguege, simple in structure snd guttarsl in sound,

though many of the words sre pleasant to the ear, Their expressions

(1) Robert Spencer Cotterill, The d South, . ’ ’ de
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were simple snd often besutiful, There is quite & bit of 1iterd-

pure in the Choctew tongue. It is s credit to these Indisns

thet their lsngusge contsined no profanity, snd to csll sn enemy

s "long-esred mule would be sbout the strdngest snathexsa one

could hurl segeinst hix,

"The Choctsws were, generslly spesking, s luw-sbiding race.

They were famous for keeping their word, end there was no need

for Jjsils.

"In esrlier dsys, the Choctews and Chickssesws had 8

peculisr, snd in some respects, a revolting nsnner of csring for

the ir desd. At desth the bodies were wrspped in their robes sO

gs to protect them from vultures end wild bessts, snd placed on

elevated plstforxs, where they were left for soxe months. After

steted time, sn officisl known &8 8 "Rene~-Picker,” csrefully

rexoved remsining flesh frox the bones, set fire to the plstfork,

plsced the skeleton in # wooden DboX, snd rexoved it to 8 building

known ss the *Bone-House.' frox time to time, the sccunuls ted
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