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CHAPTER III: FLORA

Tgllshetchie County, covering en ares of 629 Square riles,

nes s total of 402, 560U 8ores of 1lsnd; 155,260 &cres of pestwe ledd,

39,288 acres of woodlsnd pssture, 25,124 acres other pesture, 49,949

seres of woodlsnd end 92,913 ascres in timbered land., (1) The forest

slthough the forests nave been

growth of the county is variedp

e to & grestb extent, the

depleted for both commercial snd home us

supply of products is by no nesns exhsusted.

The woodlsnd of Th&s county consists of both pine snd hsrd-

wood:; the pine peing found only in the hill section; the hsrdwood

in stEetches slong stresxs snd brench pottors of the Ts 11sha tchke

The largest wooded ares is in tne

River snd 1its tributaries.

Tsllshstohie RivVer bottons.

s ngstive to Te.lshatcnie

There sre three species of conifer

Countys the SHORTLEAF PINE, fbund extensively in the hill section,

(1) United Stetes Census of agriculture, 1935

hes
es flexible, slender, sharp pointed leaves, varying from three to
four inches in length., The cones are three to four inches long with
thick. »

hick.s rough sceles. Thke lumber is much in demend for both home and

commercial use., (fee Chopser 16, Tndustry)
A Infustry)

o ————

The CYPRESS, which grows in the Delta section, has a fruit
consisting of a rounded cone or "ball"™ about #n inch in diameter
L dian -
composed of thick, irregulsr sceles, firmly closed till ripe. Tnder
each scale two 8#ed8: are hidden, and the cynress seed or ball is
distributed by water. The wood of cypress is lisght, soft, easily
worked, an< is especislly dureble in contact with soil or water, =
: ' * o -y =
characteristic which mekes it greatly in dem=nd for greenhouse
rlanking, boat and ship builiing; shingles, posts, poles and cross-
ties.
CEDAR, found around old home sites, is used for shade and
shrubbery. It has a blue, juicy, sweet berry foliowing the bloom
and the fgliage is bluish-green. The wood is notable for its dura=-

bility and is frequently used by farmers for fence posts, homemade

furniture, etc. A hot iron rubbed across a cedar branch, which

smooths the iron, is a favorite method and one much in use by negro
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wash-women,
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/ RED OAK, WATER OAK, PCST 0AK, TUPELO GUM, SWEET GUM, HICKORY,

ELM, ASH, BEECH, PERSIMMON, DOGWOOD, SYCAMORE, LOCUST, SASSAFRAS

POPLAR, HOLLY, PECAN, BLACK WALNUT, end RIVER BIRCH.)

A
3

WHifE.OgK, found extensiwvely in both“yill and delts

-
e

seztions,has a ragged appearance, large, wedge-shaped leaves of dark

gfeen'color, and oval shaped acorns which are very palatébke for

many animals of the forest. The wood of the white oak is heawy,

durable, ahd‘mucu in demand for the building of houses and boats,

'agriculturaI'iMplements, and many other things. (See éhapfer 16,

Industry)
| PbéT QAK,_native to hill and delta sections, ‘is found in
abundance; has dérk'brOWﬂ bark, deeply furrowed, dark green leaves,

four to five inches long and the wood is hard, heavy, and close-

grained, end is used for posts, cross-ties, barrel s¥sves snd

f 2 2~ e P
/ {1 71 /d 7 f/? f ¢ )

‘Hardwoods native to Tallahatchie County are: WHITE Q. X,

COMPILATION

bOS t""bﬂi ldil‘lg ®

-'.&,

QREb'gai,fé tree native to the county, hss s smsll,.rounded
gcorn, about hslf sn inch long wnich is set in s smsll, saucer-
shasped cup. The wood is hsrd, hesvy, strong}and coarse-greined.,
/ATLR Uuak, found slong brench snd river bottors, hses scoms
goout hsglf en inch long. The wood is neavy, hard snd strong, light
browmn in color, with lighter colored ssp wood. It is used ss
piling, cross-ties, snd fuel.
TUPELO GUM is Ifound in the Delta-section. “he wood is
light snd soft snd used for wooden-wsre, broom=-nsndles, fruit
and vegetsble crates,
The SWEET CUIl grows in profusion in the lowlsndis snd on

the hills. It is one of our nore stastely nastive trees, and is

used extensively in the nsnufscture of lumber, furniture snd
kindred tresdes. "he trees atteain to sn enornous size snd height.
It has s spicy, fragrsnt gum which oozes sbundsntly frox the bsrk.

The - PERSDIMION. - grews. in: all . .seations, I1ts fruit is round,
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pulpy, #nd sslmon colored, snd very pelstable when ripe., The
wood is herd snd tough, used for bobbins, golf club hesds, pulley
turn pins, snd nsny novelties.

SASSASRa8, @ srall, sromstic tree, hss soft, lighﬁ, brittle
wood, snd is used for posts, rsild snd ox yokes. The bsrk of the

root is very sromstic snd used ss s flsvor fop candies snd tes,

The LSYCAIIURE is 8 besutiful tree ﬁf hard texture and suitabd
for various purposes. 1t is used in the nsnufscture of interior
finish asnd furniture. Vhen quarter-sawed, it shows s grsin thst
is cutly like bird's eye nsple. It grows extensively throughout
the county snd is nuch in demsnd.
RIVER BIRCH is one of the most besutiful trees. ./hen well
dried, plsned, snd sanded it mskes exquisite furniture snd tskes

8 high-grade finish. It is 8 very veslusble wood but is scsrce

in the county.

The ELM cen be found everywhere, is very tough snd

iupossible to split and is not in demsnd for utility purposes.

COMPILATION

YELLOW POPLAR is one of the most stately of trees; it gErows

in both sections of the county, but stteins to grester Proportions

in the lowlsnds, snd its corrercisl vslue rivals thst of sny tree,

‘hen properly Sawed, it nskes besutiful Bnd enduring lunber,
BELCH, native to lowlasnds, sttsins s huge size snd hss s

smooth grasy bark, 4t s distence it reserbles the birch . It

produces s smsll, but delicious nut, which is trisngulsr snd

tspering to s point. The wood, when quarter-sswed, aged, kiln-
dried, dressed snd sanded, mskes besutiful sng lesting furniture.

BLACK LOCUST grows €verywnere under any snd sll conditions.
It hss lovely snd fragrent bloons, bdut %he wood is used for neo
other purpose than fence posts. Like sassafres, it hss g thin
covering of sspwood, the rest being hesrt of light orsnge.

HOLLY, on evergreen, grows in eve#y section of the oo unty,
The fruit, which ripens lste in the fsgll and.remains on the

brsnches over the winter, is s bright-red berry, which gives the

tree an ormsnentsl 8ppesrsnce snd mskes it much in dexsnd for
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.Christnres decorstions.

The RED BUD is found in 8ll psrts of the county snd is

anong the first forest trees to blossom; 8t s distance it

resenbles the crepe nyrtle. Its wood is valueléss.

DOGWOOD is tough snd grows mostly in the hills. It is smong
the first wild trees to blossom, covering its bsre brsnches with
blossons of & snowy whiteness. The wood is exceedingly tough and
is used extensively for shuttles in cotton rills, esnd for.various
other conmercisl purposes.

BLACK WAILNUT cen be found in the county, but not in groups.
9ore of these trees grow to large size and produce nuts of s very

rich quslity. These treecs sre found for the most psrt in culti-
veated or sbandoned fields, seldomr in the wbldwoodé.

PECAN grows in the Delts section, both wild snd cultivsted.
soxe of the wild trees grow to 8 large size and the nuts sre XOre

delicious then the cultivated species,
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Verious species of HICKORY grow throughout the county:
pignut, bitter pecsen, @calybsrk, snd others. Esch of these,
except the bitter pecsan snd pignut, besrs e nut wnich is pslats
sble to men, the scelybsrk being the favorite. The luxber is
one of the highest priced on the narket, snd is used for hendles

of 81l kinds, snd meny other cormercisl uses.

Aruit Bearing Trees

JIULBERRY, found in rich soil, hes thin, dark;grayiahrbrown
perk. Its early fruit, which reserbles & blackberry, 1is grestly
relished oy birds snd snimsls, Dut vae #ood hss no vslue excepd

gs fence posts. In this respect, it 1is 88 enduring ss the blsck

locust or ssssafrss.

The WILD FLUM thrives in isolsted places, snd the fruit is

very desirable for nsking jellies. 1T 1s one of the earliest

trees to blossom in the spring, coring with the dogwood.
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Econonic Vslue of Forests

The econonmic value of the forasts cannot be reckoned in

dollers snd cents; trees replenish the soil with es much plant

food ss they tske from it snd the -accumulstion of lesves for

meny yesrs form humus which incresses fertility.
50il erosion is checked by trees. The hillsides would
soon be gullied beyond control if it were not for the forest

gTOWth 3

Trees: form shelter for cattle, sheep'and work snimsls in
both sunner end winter.
Forests sugnent farm products which include: building
nsterisls, ﬂ@ﬂ&t&lbihuﬁaaﬁda fron dogwood snd persimmon; Wagon
end suto spokes made from osk, gsh snd hickory.

411 rursl people ss well as msny town residents, obtain

fuel fror the forests,. .isny of the: homes of this county are

built of lunber nsnufsctured locslly. (/Kii/ﬁhapter-la, Industy)
ﬁ i
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Historic Trees

4 gnarled snd twisted old BEECH tree stsnds on the grounds
of the llssonic Cemetery, and is seid to be nore then seventy
yesrs old. Long ago, when school wss conducted in the llssonic
Lodge building. nesr the cemetery, children chose the big tree
8s s ‘scene for pley during recess snd periods when free Irox
their classes., Uverlooking & smsll bpluif end with s background
of evercreen snd noneysuckle, the big tree stends soove the OthemrS
in the cemetery, which include cedars snd osks. The erstwhile
school~-nouse snd meeting place for the lissons, d;stroyei by fire
in 1930,was eighty ye€srs old st thst tike. (1)

T"he beech rmessures more then seven feet in circunference,

end o0ld settlers of this coxnmunity visit it and seek tTo de ternine

the fasint carvings on the tree, for in the early 1870's school

children tressured the fsct thet their nasmes were "notched™ on

this big tree. another interesting tree on these grounds is s

WATER OAL ten feet, eight inches in circumference. (&)

(1) 5.L. £0lk, Charleston, liiss.
(2) lirs. Hattie 3siley, Charleston, lliss.
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Wrspped in historic menmories sre two RED OAKS, messuring

ten feet, eleven feet sround snd sre situsted on the 0ld stage
cosch rosd to Tusc®honma,.on property now owned Dy lirs. V.4
Bridgers, Cascills, (1)

On the public resd, sbout one uundred ysrds from the

business section of Csscills, stsnds & tsll BLM tree, which is
& corner-stone or marker for the first public roasd through that

town; it was slso used 8s s ooundesry when the V1llege wss founded

over one undred yeasrs 8go. (2)
A huge RED 04K stends in the middle of & public gravel rosd
between Swsen Lske snd Tippo, vis Sharkeye. This tree was left in
the riddle of the rogd for sentirentsl reasons; when Colonel Ton
Janes pernitted the rosd to e built, ne s8id that the tree would
have to be preserved 8s his fsther, Ton Jsmes, hsd rested so

It g | g |
uch benesth it as s boy. The tree nessures twelve feet, eleven

inches in circunference. (3)

(1)iirs. V.s. Bridgers, vascills, .iiss.
(2) Weile Brunson, Cascills, iliss.
(3) Mrse. We.K, Joames, iWebb, iiiss.,
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During the overflow of 1882, & young msau, Jeseck rhilip,

rowed out to & tree in ,gssidy sSsyou snd drove 8 spike in & tree

even with the water. The Trese, gspout one fourth of s rile from

the iron bridge 8t iebb, on tTae Jebb=-unsrleston rosd, is sooub

&

-

0 rred et B
The spike is still 1in the—srec, (1)

ten feet 1n circunference.

About one hundred feet esst of the irom bridge st /ebDd

stands an 08K Tree sbout twelve feet 1in circurference, nhich was

set out uy Judge ebb wnen tne place was first cettled. Soon

gfter the .Jar between %The Stgtes there were s nNULDET of trees

. . 1 ~ 4. - [ 4 -: '— ] r
gt this point walca rarked 8 raceé track. -nese jere ordinsry O&K

trees, brought Irom TAE forest by Judge /ebb OVEr fifty years

ago. his tree is the only one thst 18 left stending. (2)

an 01d UsaGs ORAlIGE tree on tae 0ld oaileyt lot in

Cherleston, was 0One of neny others which were planted goout tGhae

tige the Bsiley qore was obuilt in 1832, This tree forks goout

‘three feet sbove the ground, snd one trunk messures forty-nine

inches, snd the other fifty-tree inches, (3)

117 7.7, sStephens, Webb, iss.
(8) Weds Stephens, iebb, lliss. by
(3) Lrs. /Isttie 3ailey, sherlestoh, lliss.
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Largest Trees

Soxe of the largest trees to be found in the county sre

locsted on the 0ld Stston plentation nesr Swsn Lske; an 04K,

which was s lasrge tree when £1i Staton built his honre there

sbout 1825, nmessures eighteen feet, seven inches in circunference
one foot sbove the ground, with roots spresding to s circunfer-
ence of forty-four feet. (1)

On the sone phantstion is s IBCAN tree neassuring thirteen
feet, eight inches in circuxference. (2)

One of the lsargest trees in Charleston is & JWATER 04K,
nesr the residence of Cesptsin Eskridge, s pioneer citizen, who
gssisted in writing the history of Tsellshstchie County. This
tree messures twelve feet, five inches in circuxference snd is

sgid to be more thsn & hundred yesrs o0ld. Shsding & large ares,

it is locsated near s locsl rosd, and its lesfy brasnches may be

seen from 8 grest distasnce, The roots sre big, gnarled snd twist -

ed and sre above the ground in sone plsces more then fifteen

COMPILATION

feet from the tree, The brsnches of this tree extend in every

direction snd meny birds find s home there. (1)

Un tne front lawn of .iiss Clyde Lindsey's property, stands
en ELM tree thirteen feet, four inches in cirpumference; it is
8t lesst one hundred years o0ld; in the bsck ysrd is snother
gigantic tree measuring thirteen feet earound, end of the ssne
age. (2)

A large TTICKORY tree on the olad fressgrove plsce, nesr

vescilla, over s century 014, nessures eleven feet sround. (3)
Un the Dloodwortn plsce is s large 04K, negsuring ten
feet, five inches in circumference; it is sbout eignty yesrs
old. (4)
LING tree on J.i. Burt's place, planted by J.i, Hsrris

is ten feet, seven inches in circunference. (5)

(1) Susie Stston, +inons, lLiiss.
(2) Mrs. Carter, Swsen Lske, lliss.

Burke, Chsrleston, liiss.

Lillie Henry, Chesrleston, liiss.
Blenche rsyne, Cascills, liiss,
3lanche rayne, Caseilla, .liss.
Jennie 3urt, Casecilla, Liss.
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There are three CEDAR trees on property owned by liiss ninety yesrs.

T RO ERRNTIAS W R e feet, six inohes An o0ld WHITE QAK tree scross the rosd fron the Shermsn

in circunference; one seven feet; the third six feet; fthese trees home nmessures sbout sixteen feet in circumference, snd was here

sre eighty~five yesrs old snd were plsnted when J.M, Hsrris, when -ne county was first settled, which nskes it over ome

lliss Trusty's grend-father, first settled in Tsllshstchise

hundred five yesrs old. On O.J. Shermen's plentstion sre two
County. (1)

besuti ful OAK trees that were there before the county was settled
Two: trees noticesble rfor their size snd age sre on the

in 183%: .r. snd lirs. Buntin lived on this place, (1)

lawn of Isasc Pgttison,, -harleston; both were stsnding when the

An o0ld Q4K tree on J.iW, Burt's lswn at Csscills is one
home wes built in 1856. One of these, s MAGNOLIA tree, measures

hundred yesrs old snd measures eleven feet in circunference.
six feet, six inches in circumference. The other tree, which hss

The tree hss been struck by lightning but is still stending. (2)
8 trenxendous trunk, is sn Ossge or MURDOCK, and wss 8slso stend ig

On property owned by L.C. .pPattison, Cnsrleston, stands
on the lot when the Psttison Mmouse was erected; it is over ta

sy inrmense LECAN tree messuring twelve feet, two snd one hslf
feet in circumference. (2)

inches in circumference. This tree was plented bycl.C,
On the lswn of P,H. Sherran, who lives sbout eight miles

Psttison's father in 1873, The Pattison: oome, destroyed by
up the velley from Charleston, stsnds esn o0ld POPLAR tree

fire sbout twenty yesrs sgo, waes one of the early lendmsrks. (3)
nesasuring fifteen feet in circunference; sbout ten feet fror the

A huge PIN OAK, on the 0ld Jede #ebb plsntetion, one nile
| [3 0 ¥ lliss.
e : : (1) Osde Sherman, <shsrleston,
ground the tree forks into two distinet trunks. Its sge is sbout | (2) Lre. Jemnie .Surt, Cesoills, Miss.
(3) I.C. Patitison,; Charleston, liiss.

(1) Modie Trusty, Cescillse, Liiss.
(2) I.C. Pattison;, Charleston, liiss,
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o the right of the 0ld Webb

northwest of Webb, gtends Jjust ¢

hore., This tree 1s geventeen snd one third feet in chrocuxference;

its top spredds gbout ninety fee?b end is covered in ristletoe.

When Mr. Webb had the 1snd cleared he 1eft this tree for shede. (1)

On Mrs. C.H. Broox's lawn in Charleston, is &n old

MAPLE tree which ressures ten feet, gix inches in circunference,

snd its brsnches gspresd over the greater portion of the lawn.

This tree is femilisr to sll Chsrleston regidents, both old snd

young, end 1is regarded ss 8 1snd-xsrk. (2)

A besutiful MAGNOLIA tree in Mrs. Chsrlie Herrelson's

front yerd in Chsrleston xessu
in oircunference;_the exsct age of the tree is unknown, but i% is
believed it wes plsnped in the 1860'8. (3)

There is 8 besutiful old OAK tree on property owned by

B.F. Soundera at Swsn Lake" which is seven fee t, five inches

ground, snd is &t 1e88t seventy-five yesrs 0l1d; decayed

B i

(1) J.J, Webb, Sumner, Miss.
(2) Mrs. Cherlie Herrelsom, Cherleston, liiss.
(3) Ibia

reg six feet, two snd one half inches

perts have
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been removed snd cement put in to preserve the tree., On the
8
exe lswn is sn innense OAK tree thirteen feet, eight inches

in
circunferenwve, snd lirs. Flsutt, now residing on the property
L

believes it to be one hundred yesrs old. (1)

Fresk or Unususl Trees

On
the lswn of I.C._Eatt%gon,, Chsrleston, is s TEA plant

th
et was brought here frox South Csrolins sbout fifty yesrs sgo;
. »

~

the
plent resexbles s huge bush snd waes planted by Pstterson's

’

xother. (2)

An unususl tree on the property of J.H. Caldwell,
Charleston, is s WIDfiow which forks st the ground into three

sepsrste trunks, esch trunk bending snd growing in s different
a .
irection, It is 8 full grown tree, eech trunk hsving lsrge lixbs

snd brsnches. (3)
In the ysrd of Mrs. T.B. Abbey, Webb, there is a BANANA

tree which wes grown frox s root given to lMrs. Abbey by Robert

- s

(1) Mrs. John Flesutt, Swsn Leke, Mississippi

[ﬁ] ﬁ:':'%: m'%%'iésr‘fhﬂﬁii : g%&nh,ﬁha! 88,
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It is ssid to be between three snd four yesrs of sge. In

Townes of Minter City. In the sunmer this tree grows to s winter the tree is covered with lsrge clusters of berries

height of twelve to fifteen feet snd shows its best during the which rerein sll sesson, giving wey in spring to the purple

of exquisite besuty. The tree is of ordinsry size
zonths of September snd October. The stalk dies down at the begin- VREREaNS 1 y »

odor exhsled by the plant is ver
ning of winter, snd the roots are then covered with 8 costing snd the peculisr, strong 8 y P y

of leaves snd fertilizer., The tree comes up €sch sunmer from its rere. (1)

There is s PBCAN tree of unususl forxstion on the
roots, Although this tree hss never borne sny fruit, s tree in

Staston plentation nesr Swsn Lake. This tree, xessuring eleven
the ysrd of Mrs. B.F, Ssunders, which grew from s root tsken frox

two feet sbove the ground nesr the fork
the tree in Mrs. Abbey's ysrd. snd which is three yesrs old, feet, one inch about g .

four inches in circunference; the other
produced sbout two hundred bensnas lest yesr, (1) hes one trunk six feet, = Wy

A flowering tree, ssid to be s member of the cstawbs gix feet, ten inches, This tree is Very old. (2)

fexily, snd imported from Englsnd, nesr the residence of B.W. FLOWERS

Wild Flowers

Exdbry, Charleston, is unususl becsuse of its pretty purple

_ 1 ' ' t sny sesson
blossoxs, possessing s strong odor, snd the lasrge lesaves, sone ¥ild snd cultiveted flowers msy be seen gt slrost sany

b for their
nessuring fifteen inches in length, Its origin st its present of the yesr ss the texperste elinste is fsvorsble r

location is unknown, for no one is credited with plsnting it. growth, but esrly spring is the time during which more lovely

(1) Mrs. T.B., Abbey, Webb, Miss. v

(1) Kent Butler, Chasrleston, liss.
(2) Mrs., Carter, Swen Laske, Miss.
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blossoxs sre on displsy then st any other, Every rosd, snd the
countryside sre sdorned with nuxerous verieties of nstive flowers.

More fexiliasr snd xore easily recognized by the xassses than
any other wild flower is the GOLDENROD, which blooxs in suskunxn.
The golden cluster of flowers, set on the end of s long, slender
green stex, two to six feet long, decorstes rosdside snd field
through Septexber snd October.

The PRIMROSE, with its del}oate pele pink blossoxs growing
close to the ground on sepsrste stexs, blooxs during lpril and Msy.

Through Msrch snd April the tiny, white, orchid snd purple
DAISIES dot fields snd nesdows; the flowers hsve four petsls, growing
8ingly on the end of fine, hsir-like stexs; with oblong leaves set
close to the ground.

Frox Msy through Novexber the black snd yellow eirculsr
blossoxs of the BLACK-EYED SUSAN, brighten fields, woods snd .
roadsides. The plent hss oblong, rough, green lesves growing the

length of the glendér~ stslk.
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The WILD ROSE, with its clusters of pink flowers that fsde
slxost white, is nstive to the county, end xsy be seen in bloox
throughout the suxmxer months.

The bright colored blue to lsvender blossoms of the wild
SWEET PEA osn be seen brightening low, dsxp plsces during August
snd Septexber; the sxsll green vines clixbing upon shrnhsland
bushes.,

The wild VIOLET, both purple snd white; xsy be found
growing profusely in pstches in rich soil in hill snd delts.
The WATBR LILY, with its xany lsrge, snowy-white petsls,
flowers frox June to Septexber in ponds or slow-noving water.
MILKWBED, one of the well known summer flowers, grows aloﬁg
rosdsides, in the fields snd open woods., The 1lilsc colored blooxs
sre followed by seed pods which, when dry, open snd send forth s
8ilky, glossy substsnce which nsy be seen flosting in the sir

during the dry fsll nxonths,

Of wide distribution in the county is the BITTERWEED,

e8sily recognized by its sxell yellow flowers of dissgreeable
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odor, which bloox frox esrly summer until frost. The bitter tsste Shrubs

of xilk csused by cows esting this weed xske it little apprecisted SUMAC, sn sattrsctive. shrub, grows frox eight to ten feet

by xeny ferxers, tell, snd the yellow snd white blooxs which coxe in lMsy sre not

The MAY APP{B, found in rich, shsded soil, hss theee large 80 besutiful ss the purple-red snd scarlet folisge which is so

legves with ohe huge white flower, supported by s sxooth, green not{cesble in the fall,

stex snd fruit resenbling en spple. The white DOGWOOD is widely distributed in the hill section,

The yellow blossox of the MULLEIN, in its se tting of lsrge, “‘---_plo‘,eﬁng in lste Msreh snd esrly April, this lsrge shrub or tree, with

1
|

|
;
!
|
|
|

pele green velvety lesves growing close upon the ground, resexbles its profusion of white blossoxs, is regsrded ss the officisl hsrbinger

8 huge rosette. The nullein plsnt is oredited with hsving high of spring.

4

xedicinsl vslue -- concentrated extrset of mullein, xixed with The BLDER, coxxon to0 hill snd delts slike, hss s long smooth

honey, being s rexedy for coughs snd colds. stslk with luxurisnt, sxooth green folisge snd lsrge clusters of

JIMSON WEED grows in light soil, fields, wsstelsnds nesr white blossoxs, which give wasy to hundreds of smsll red berries.

dwellings snd rubbish hesps, resching s height of one to five feet. These berries snd blossons mske delioious wine.

The flowers sre lsrge, showy, green-white, sbout four inches longe. RED BUD or Judss tree, is conspicuous in the woods for its

The fruit is s densely, priekly, qlongated burr. The seed snd stexn profuse covering of red-purple flowers preceding the lesves in esrly

of this plent contsin s powerful nsrcotie poison. (1) springe. Widely distributed in the delts section.

Other native wild flowers sre: HYDRANGEA , VERBENA, NIGGERHEAD,

eltje Blenohsn, Nstu
(8) Susie Steton, Winons, Miss,
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Vines
The wild MORNING GLORY is s femilisr sight slong rosdsides,
woods snd thickets, snd often tixes in cultiveped fields. The
blooxs which open esch morning with the sun, rsnge in color frox
lsvender to blue-pink and white.

The wild HONEYSUCKLE, of wide distribution, perxesates the
rarsl section with its sweet odor during the blossoning sesson in
spring.

The TRUMPET VINE, with its brillisnt toxsto colored, truxpe t-
sheped blossox, is seen st xany points elinbing upon trees and fence
posts., It is often confused with the POISON OAK, but is s different

plsnt snd non-poiéonons.

Cultivated Flowers

Flowers frox seeds
sweet pes pPopPYYy - pensy
verbens . xsrigold hollyhock

ginnia : nssturtiux larkspur

petmia: - disnthus xignonette
sslvis heliotrope violet

sunflower vinos portulscs
stocks kochia snsp drasgon

scsbioss slyssux bschelorbutton

COMPILATION

digitslis
gallerdis
golden glow

gweet willisx

dshliss
exaryllys
nsrcissus
desy 1lily

erocus

srbor vitse
box

deutsis

8l thee
butterfly bush
bridsl wresth
quince

ocesn willow
yellow Jesxine

xixosse

flowering pesech

lilsec

Perennisl Flsnts

hibisous
hsrdy phlox
iris
delphiniux

Bulbs snd Roots

butterfly 1lily
celediux ’
csnnal
hyscinth

snowdrop
Shrubs

juniper
spruce
besuty bush
xock orsnge
cspe Jesmine
nsndins
ayrings
forsythis
pluxbago
roses

cedars

shests dsisy
chryssnthexux
tritons

sguilegis

gledioll
water 1lily
jonquil
dsffodil
tulip

euonyxus

spires

kerris jasponics
flowering slxond
crepe xyrtle
cslacsnthus
basrberry

privet

weeping willow
holly
hydrsngess

emoor river privet pittosporus (evergreen)




COMPILATION

Gerden Club

The Civic Gsrden Club of Chsrleston, with Mrs, Allen Neely

as/}rnaident, sponsors city besutificstion by encoursging its

nexbers to sdded efforts to improve appesrsnces of hoxes snd
grounds, cooperates in holding flower shows snd gsrden pilgrinages,

Flower Shows

Hore demonstrstion clubs of Tsllashstchie County sponsor
flower snd vegetable shows, In May, 1936, 8 lovely exhibit of forty-
seven vesses of flowers, snd 125 vafieties of vegetables were dis-
pleyed, (1)

Besutification Projeat

A WPA Besutification Project hss been in operstion in the

county for soxe time, Grounds sround churches snd school buildings,

courthouses, snd perks st Chsrleston, Suxner, Tutwiler, lWebb,

Philipp, end Glendors hsve been ixproved by this project,

T ——— S

(1) Miss Prsnces King, Chsrleston, Miss.
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HISTORICAL RESEARCE PHOJECT AL IR Tese e
Tallahatchie County

6 Petrified rock:

CanvasserseLilly Young f
| Janie L. Fonda | | None .*
f e !! "../

II, MINERALS

: . : ' :
. 1
' SOLLS AND MINERALS: ASSIGNMENT ] : :
| 2&1) fl/L, | l. Metalic minerals:
‘ | | 3 M |
SOILS ) H ' (a) Ironm:
: , Q

l« The principal soil-farming materiel in county:

The prineipal soil-foming meteriel in Tallehatchie Gounty
is olay, which is the sub-soil.*

List soil types, es based on similar origin, similar color,
structural characteristics, surface features ﬁnd drainage:

The different types in Tallahatohie County are sand, oclay,
and silts.*

Series of soils found in county:

The eastern or hilly section of Tallahatchie County cone
sists of Brown Loam and Loess soil. The western section or
the delta is oompoaed_ar'the Yazoo Basih soil or.Sarpy, fine
sandy loam, and Sharky clay.* | |
Velue of each type as %o ordp reising, grazing, timber crop
or any other velue: ' ‘

Thn entire ooﬁniy. especially that up the Yazoo Bﬁsin |

. inna and the Brown Loum area, is good grazing and tiubor land.

Oomnoroial stones; bullding stone; iron aandstonol, hydraulie

; ltnnstono, oto.z

| _NOMQ

*nurozinéi: Mr. I. W. Carson, Oounty‘asnnx, charloaton, Miss.

May 6, 1930.

e ol
. g » ! )
R e -

3
}

(1) Bessemer ores:
| None ,* I
(2) Nonebessemer ores:
None, *
(b) Aluminum:
(1) Kind of ore: |
None .* }
2+ Nonelistalic mineraels:
(a) Cement resources:
White sand is plentiful in differentbsactionn of
Tallahatchie County.,*
Lignite:
None ,*
Clays, kinds:
Dapoaits of whito clay ere found in tho aa-totl
or hilly aootion of Tallahatchie County,.*
(d) Speocial clays: : ‘ |
U in Tallahatchio Gounty there are dnpoaltu of‘lptolll
vhilo clay (probably Fullers earsh), whieh has been

| annli:na by tho Samaric Engineer at ‘the Uhiv'rlitr er

hr L Y 193‘-

*Reference: Mir, I. W. Carson, Gounty igent, Mhl‘tu. "

-
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| | (1) 04l and gas:
Illinois. Many companies from the North have sent

. Numerous companies have drilled for oil and gas in
nel hers to examine this olay, and they say it is

| - Tallahatchie “ounty, but have not been successful. Howe
the best deposit of this type'cley to be found anye

ever, geologists stute that there are good indications
where. Letters from Germanv snd other foreign places '

_ of oil and gus lhere.* ' | i
have been received inquiring ebout the clay. Although |

a clay company has'been formed, no work has been begun

¥
S7/0S (A LM0Y F1 O PO TTEL

to make use of the clay. However, experiments have

been made which show thet it can be used for nany pure

poses: pottery, dishes, base for powder, snd numerous . *Reference: §:§ g- §65§0W011. Charleston, Miss,
. | . %
others. Lxhibits of the vse of the clay can be seen in

the Mississippi Clay Gomﬁany office, located in Charlese

ton."‘

Bentonite:

None ¢**

Other minerals (1) Silica (2) Uchres: , Mrs. Isabel Summers, Supervisor,
N e ‘ ' | ' Historical Reseerch Project,
one.. | ' Tallahatchie County.

ounds, for gless nanuraqture and pottery:

There is purefwhita sand found- in Tellahatchie County,
which could bclusod for manufacture of glass and pottery,
but as jot this sand has not been utiliz@df*‘

Mineral waters:

None.**

*Reference: Dr. J. K. Powell, Charleston, Miss,
. Rev. 8. P. Hawes, Charleston, Miss,
: hy. 5,_ 195‘. |

**Reference: Mr. I. W. Carson, Charleston, Miss,
| May 6, 1936. o
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,_ HISTORICAL RESEARCH FROJROT
N Tallahatohie Sounty

Project No. 2984

Canvassers - Mre. Fairrest Carter
Mrs. Mary Wilson
Birdie Harrison

TREE SURVEY « ASS IGNMENT #28

At The Foot of a Tree

When I oome to die I wish to 1lie

At the foot of a low-limbed tree,
With ny

And a bdend in my knee,

And the falling leaves to cover me:

I would love for the 1ife
From nmy dying hends
To de drawn to the heart of a tree;
That I ocould feel sun, and wind, and rain,
And the tree ocould bdreathe for mel

Prom dust we come, to dust we go,

atchie County

There was & pecan tree twelve feet twenty inches sround; and twin pe-
can trees grown together measuring eleven feet one inch about two feet a-~
bove the ground near the fork: one trunk was six feet fow inches arownd,

. the . ether six feet ten inches.

All these trees, in spite of their antiquity, are fine specimens of
thu and oreate a perfect setting for the old Staten re sidence. *

There is a beautiful old ocak tree on property owmd by My, B. ¥,
Saunders at Swan Lake (on the lawn of Myr.end Mrs. John Flautt) which is
seven feet five inches around and is at least sewenty-five years old; it
sontaine cement as a preservative.

On the same lawn there is an immense oak tree twelve feet and twenty

finches in oircumference. Mrs, Flautt believes thimstree to be one hundred
years old, **

It ie dust I wish to de.
OCh, let me lie where the birds flit by,
In the quiet spot where I chose to die,
At the foot of a living treel

One of the largest trees in this section and one with a great deal of
historie interest is the large water cak near the residence of Cgptain Es~
kridge, one of the piomorvuuunl who helped write ths history of Talla~
Wf L.' hatchie County. This heu/ﬁsloutu in the sastern section of the oity
Another visit was made to the old Staten home to measure the trees there, of Oharleston, hut was burned several years ago
These trees weres staniing on the site when My, Eli Staten built his home a- The giant water oak is in a wooded section and is the largest in that
dout 1628; the house iteelf is ao 1t was originally construsted. ares. Measuring twelve feet and five inshes in circumference, the tree is
There was sn oak tree measuring sixteen feet thrity-ome inches in elr- UL VY g W

. m
| ‘ : o of fortsy-four foet - this | ** Reference: Mre, John Flautt, Swan Lakw, Jnlutpn
eunference; its roots spread to a oiroumference e i *** Reference: ;

\ . messurement being taken about a foot from the ground.

HEpi
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¥ T
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sald to Mfmere than one hundred years old. Shading a large area, the tree
i® loocated nesr s _-lon:li road and ite large and leafy bunoﬁu may be seen
from a great dlstance. The roots are big, gnarled, snd twieted and are a-
bove the ground in some Places more than fifteen feet from the tree. The

big dranches of the tree expand in every direction and many birde find g
home within the trec's large spresd. *

There is a besutiful magnolia tree in kirs, Charley Harrelson's front
yard in Charleston; 1t measures six feet two snd one half inoches in ciroum-
ference. The exact age of the tree is unknown but it is believed that 1t
was planted in the '50s, **

A bird flits merrily anong the leafy boughs of the big beechnut tree
on the grounds of the Masonie Cemetery and ite chirp brings back memories
Of the yesteryear. For thie large tree ie a landmark in the old burial
ground and is sald to be more than seventy yeare old. Situated near the cen-
ter of the grounde, the big tree is gnarled and twisted and shows eigns of
the years.

Long ago when echool was ocnduoted in the Masenic Lodge Bullding near
the cemetery, the ohildren chose the big tree as a scene for play during
¥ecess and periode when free from their classes, Overlooking a emall bluff
and with a hclq‘wnl of evergreen u)l hmcnuﬂo. the big tree stands a~
bove the others in the cemstery whioh includes cedars and cake. The eretwhile

::ltnmt We B, Burke, Charleston, Missiesippi
Reference: Mrs. Charley Harrelson, Cherleston, Miessiseippti
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school~house and meeting place for the Masons, was destroyed by ﬂu‘h

E
el & ’

1930 and was eighty years old at that time, oty
The large beechuut tree has few limbs but ite branches sre big and of

a white color, The beech measures more than seven feet in oﬁo-tuim.

014 settlers of this community vieit the tree and segk to determins the

faint ocarvinge on the tree for in the early '70's thc\""‘.uhul children treas-
ured the faoct that their names were "notched” on the big beechanut., The tree's
historic setting ie more interesting for the Masonioc cemetery ies ome of the

oldest burial grounds in this seotion, *

The 0l4 lMasonie Temple site in Charleston 1s a place of many historie
landmarks. ‘he Temple wae destroyed by fire in 1950, and all that mmaing

there is a few aged trees and a emall burial ground.
Two of the largest trees are: a beechnut tree messuring eight feet one

inoh in ciroumference and a water oak ten e feet and eight inchee sround, *™*

In the fron lawn of Misse Clyde Lindesy's property stands an immense
¢lm tree thirteen feet fouwr inches in ciroumference; it is at least ome hun-
dred years old, In the back yard there is asnother gigantic tree measuring

thriteen feet around and of the same age. "'°

On property owned by Mrs. V. A Bridgers, Casecills, are two old trees
wrapped in historic atmesphere, They are red oake, measuring ten feet and e~
leven feet arocund and are situated on the 0ld stage coach road to Tuscahoma.

x

" oheterense: 8. L, Pelk, Charlesten, ** Mre. Hsftis Dalley, Oharlesten

"% yve. Lillie Henry, Chawleston, iiiessissippl Mre.V.A.Bridgers

L y—— —— — i e e A S LT ——— -
- — M —— —— - -
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There is an 0ld Osage orange tree on the old Balley lot in char;nton.
This tree was one of many others which were planted abeut the time the Bal-
1oy home was dbuilt in 1832,

Thies tree forks about three feet above the ground snd ome trunk measures
forty-nine inches around and the other fifty-three inches. v

There 18 a large Hickory tree on the o0ld Prassgrove place near Cascille

%
which is over one hundred years 0ld and measures eleven feet around.

- - W

There ie a large oak tree on the Blecdwarth place; it is ten feet fiwe

» WK
{nehes in eircumference; it is arcund eighty yearse old.

A pine tree located on J, W, Burt's place; it wae planted dy J. M.
, w0
Harris in 1862 and is ten feet sewn ig@ho in eircumference.

The lawn surrounding the home of lir, Isaac Patterson, Charleston, prove
d num~
ed to be a scene of historic interest. Among various kinds of flowers and nu
erous types of trees, there were two trees which were especially prominent

* Refevence: Mrs. Hattie Bailey, Charleeton, Mississippi

i
e Blenche Payne, Caseills, Missiseipp
"‘.g::::; :.;:;. Slanche Payne, Oasoilla, Missiweippl

*%% poference: Mre. Jennie Burt, Caseilla, Missiesippl

Tallahatonie County
Page #6

for their unuwsual sise and age. One of these was & magnolia tree which has
stood einoe 1086 and was on the lot whea the Patterson home was bduilt there;
it measures five feet and sighteen inches in oiroumference.

The other tree, whioh has a tremendons trunk, ie an Osage or Murdeok

and was aleo standing on the lot when the Patterson house was ereoted; it 1o
over ten feet around, *

lecated in Cascilla on the publie road about one hundred yards from the

businees section of the town, stande a tall elm tree which ie s cormer stome

or a marker for the firet publie road through Casoilla; 1t was also used as

a boundary when the village of Cascilla was founded owr One hundred years
BED . i

There are three cedar trees looated on proparty owned by liles Modie
Trusty of Caseilla. One tree measuree gix feet eix inches in eiroumference,
one seven feet, and the other eix feet: these treees are eighty-five yeare oM a

and were planted when J, M, Harris, Mies Trusty's grand-father, firet settled
in Tallahatohie County, ***

- - - =

* Reference: Mr, I. O, Pattereon, Charleston, Miseissippi
** Reference: Mr, W, M, Brunsen, Caseills, Mississippi

*** Reference: Mise Modie Trusty, Caseilla, Miseiesippi
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A hugs red cak tree etands in the middle of a pudblie gravel road be- On the lawn of Mr, P, H, Sherman, whe lives sbout eight miles wp the

tween Swan Lake and Tippo, going throwugh Sharkey. This tree was left in the -ld valley from Charleston, stands an 0ld poplar tree measuring f£ifteen feet
| in cirommference; about ten feet from the ground, the tree forks inte two

dle of the road for sentimental reasons. When Colonel Tom James permitted |
the road to be built, he eaid that the tree would have to be pre ;erved ae distinet trunke. Its age ie about ninety years.

his father, Tom James, had rested so much beneath it as a boy. The tree mea- |
sures twelve feet eleven inches arownd., ¥ | ton Tayler, of Como, were married on the Sherman lawn,

On May 10th, 1916, Mr, Sherman's daughter, lary, and Mr, Thomas Shel-

At Sherkey where the famous 0ld ante-bellum home (recently destroyed
by fire) of T, G, James stood, there are a magnolia tree, a pecan tree, and

a cedar tree the ages of which are wkunown, * An old white oak tree across the road from the Sherman home measures

about eixteen feet in cirounference. This tree was here when the county

- e W e W

was firet settled which makes it over one hundred and five years old,

During the overflow of 1882, a young men by thename of Jack Phelip
rowed out to a tree in Cassidy Bayou and drove a spike in a tree ewn with
the mater. The tree is located about om fourth of a mile from the iron
bridge at Webb on the Webb~Charleston road and is about ten feet in ciroume
ference. The spike is still in the tres. ** - on this place. "

On O, J, Sherman's plantation are two beautiful osk trees that were
there before the county wae settled in 1833; ir, and Mrs. Buntin lived

Lergest Trees:
There is an eld oak tree on J, ¥, Burt's lawmn at Caseilla ulnoh ie
one hundred years cld; it measures eleven feet in cirocumference. The tree

About one hundred feet east of the Webb iron bridge stands an cak tree
about twelve feet in oiroumference which was set out by Judge Teadd when
Webd was first settled. After the Civil far, there were a number of trees
which ren along where the tree stands that marked a race track. These were has been struck by lighteaing but is still standing, **

erdinary cak tress brought from the foreet by Juige Webb over f .
tree - y . S T e 1 *Reference: 0, J. Sherman, Charleston, ilseissippl
W e 10 the only ons thet is left standing. | ** Reference: Mre, Jennie Burt, Caseilla, Misslseippi

:.lotn-n Mre. W, K, James, Webb, Miseissippi
We Jo Stephens, Webd, Miss. *** w, J. Stephens, Webd, Hiseismippi
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On preperty owned by Mr, I. C, Patterson in the town of Charleston,
stands an immenee pecan tree ugaswring twelve feet two and one half inches
in eiroumference. T™his trae was planted by lir, Patterson's father in 1873,
The Patterson home, which was destroyed by fire about twenty yoars ago, was
One of the early landmarks in Tallahatohie County, *

-‘qh-“

A huge pen oak tree is located on the old J. J. Wedd plantation one
mile noerthweet of Webd, Mississippt, which etande Just to the right of the
0ld Webd home. This tree 1o fifty-three yeare 0ld and 1s seventeen and one
third feet in oircumference. The top epreads about ninety feet and 1e

oovered with mistletoe. "hen ¥r. Vebb had the lana ¢leared, he left this
tree for shade. e

On Mre. C, H. Broom's lawn in Charleston etande an old meple tree. It
Beasures ten feet and six inches in circumference snd ite branches spre ad
over the greater portion of the lawn. This gigantic tree is familiar to all

Charleston's residents both old ana young and is regarded as a conspicious
lendemark, ***

Xa
- . e W o

* Reference: Mr. Ii O, Pattereon, Charleeton, Miselseippt
** Reference: Mr, J, J. Webd, Sumncr, Mise!ssippt
*** Reference: Mrs. Charlie Harreleon, Charleeton, kissiseippi
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The glant red oak tree on the plave of W, H, Wiggins, Caseilla, route
£, has gone the way of many trees - deetroyed because it wee in the way.
The big oak was shading land that ie being ocultivated thie year and My,
Wiggine found it neceesary to kill the tree by cutting into the hesrt of
the tree and rendering it unfit for further service insofar ss budding, The
large tree 18 beautiful in the epring of the year but in a chort time will
shed ite bude, Mr, Wiggine ie on land owed by W, B, Carpenter in Beat 3,
Tallahatohie County,

The old adage is each ring on the stump Oof a tree will indicate a year
and in thie way its age may de determined. lhe glant red cak is old, adout
one hundred years old, accomding to iir, Wiggine anl meseures four feet
in diameter and more than twelve feet in oircumference. The tree precents
many wnique characteristices and upen cutting into the red or heart of the
tree, lr, Wiggine found t wo prongs or etems which shewed two oak trees
had grown together when yowng and forked when about five feet above the
ground. He says that a tell-tale eign for the two steme ingide the heart
were easily dletinguished.

The big ocak was located at the poeiat of a v-shaped gully and land on
either side was being oul tivated and it- big branches hindered proper cule-
tivation of the land. The tree wae a landmerk in that section of the coun-
try and in the springtime presented s scene of ploturesgue beauty but sub-
mitted to the will of a progreseive spring faming program, *

- - -

*Reference: W, H, Higgine, Cascills, Higeissippi
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Freak or Unusual n.‘ gy l Ower

There 1s a teas plant on the lawn of ¥z, I. 0. Plttir-an, Charlesten, The flowering tree, ssid to be a member of the catawba family snd im-

which was brought here from South Caroling about £ifty years ago; the ported from Bogland, near the residence of B, W, Embry in Charleston ies a e

Plant looke 1ike o huge bush and wee planted by i, Pattersen’s mother. * Quricsity because of its pretty purple flowers possessing strong oder and

the lerge leawes, come agasuring eighteen inches in length., Its origin st
its pro“nt location s uaknown for no oni is aeredited with planting the
tree but ite beauty le more noticeable because of ite locstion in ce of the
prettioet flower gardens 1n the ¢itye. The tree ie vaid to be between three
and four years of age.

In the winter large clusters of verrice covered the tree and remaine.

, ed all season and in the the epring was tranzfermed into purple blooms of
and ie oovered with leaves angd

fertiliser. The tree otmés wp sach summer from it rocots, rare beauty. The tree 1s not of extraordinary eize and the peculiar, etrong

cdor exhaled by the plant is very rare. *
Thies tree has never borne asy fruit but Mrs, 3, p, Saunders was glv- ’ » - .

0 8 root about three years 880 and it produced about two hundred bananas rrErT T EN

*
last year. A8 we drive through the hill section of fallahatohie Comnty in the

TErYE @ epring the woods are full of red-bud sud dog-weod trees in full bloom
. and the ground dotted with sweet willians, This natural besuty ef the

‘There ie a very uwnusual tree en wr, J, H, Caldwell's Property in Chape
land~-ecape oreates a scens of puloritude and color that would inspire

deston, It 1g & willow tree whioh forks at the ground inte three separate
$runke, esch trunk bending ang growing in o aifferent atrection. It is o | b B

full grown tree and esch trunk hae largi 1imbe and branches, ***

}anma ¥r, I, C. Charleston, Miselssippi ; ire. Isabel Sunmers, Swerviser

“,lgmnut Mrs. T, B, Abbey, Webb, Mieeis el 1 i Hlsteries) Research Project
ference: Mre. John Ooesar, Charleston, ssiseippl | Tallahatehie County

Distridt Fowr

‘fhhnnu: ¥re Kent Butler, Charleston, Miselssippi




4

"~~~ COMPILATION

HISTORY OF TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY

CHAPTER IV: INDIANS

Introduction

Very little is left in Tellshatchie County to rexind
one of its first citizeng)hé the Indisns. 4 few mounds, Indisn

srrows, 0ld lsnd gresnts, nskes of stresxs,or towns are perxsnen?d

nonuxents which stsnd, but too nuch is lost,

Their expressive langusge, wholesoxe outdoor l1life, their
good morsls, brsvery, endursnce, disregsrd of physicel disoomforts’
snd contagpt for those of their rsce who lscked the spirit of good
sportsxenship sre qualities that msy well be tressured &8s 8

legscy by those who now possess the lsnd.

First Inhsbitsnts

The first inhsbitsnts of what is now Tellshstchie County
were I[ndisns of the Choctaw tribe, In 1830 the Choctaw Nstion
sssenbled st Dsncing Rebbit Creek and sgreed to s tresty, by

which they ceded to the United Stastes the remsining lsnds which

COMPILATION

they held esst of the Mississippi. Tsklahstchie County wss

included in this cessian. (1)

Custons snd Chsrscteristics

wphe Chootasw were s brsnch of the Muskhogesn stock who
seexed to have entered the South frox beyond the Mississippi
ot o considersble period before the other divisions....The
Chocts” in historic times lived in iississippi, locsting their
towns rostly on the Psscsgoule and Chickssawhsy rivers, They had
some twenty thousend people snd Wwere the rost numerous of the
Southern tribe.

"Phe Chootsw differed in many respects from the other
Southern IndisnSe.e.se«41l the Southern Indisns were sgricultursl,
The Sioux snd Choctsw xos?t of gll. The principsl crop everywhere
wes corn, of which they had seversl vepieties including popcorn,.
They reised besns, punpkins, squesh, tomatoes, sweet potatoes,
snd nelons, snd whet supplus they hed 8t the end of the suxmer

they stored swsy in cribs, of which esch faxily hsd one., Around

[IT¥% Riley, Mstory of Wisslesippl e
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esch villsge were the clesred fields where lsy the gsarden strips
of the individusl fﬁfilies. It wes the custox to mske the
plenting & coxnunsl enterprise but sfter thst esch fsmily worked
snd hsrvested its own strip. A certasin smount of the crop went
into the comnon storehouse, which was 8 centrsl festure of the
town, snd under the csre of the chief, Tobscco wss slso rsised,
but it wss of inferior quslity. The Southern Indisns were pipe
smokers, but their use of tobscco wss chiefly for cerenonisl
purposes., When the clesred fields of the Indisns becsme exhsusted,
their only recourse wss to move their village to some other site, ...

"3$glt wses sn inpottent itex of commerce, It was made st
the sslt water springs, numerous throughout the South, by boiling
off the water in huge clay kettles....The Choctsw procured nost
of thedr supply from the springs in Noxubee County." (1)

nfhe Choctsw-Chickssew lsnguage was s fsirly typicel
Indisn lengusge, simple in structure snd guttersl in sound,

though xsny of the words are plesssnt to the esr, Their expressions

(1) Robert Spencer Cotterill, The 0ld SoufH,j??ﬁ 45, 50, D2 D03,

s g | e = et "
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were simple snd often besutiful, There is quite & bit of literd.

{ﬂtura in the Choctesw tongue. It is s credit to these Indiens

thet their lsngusge contsined no profanity, end to csll sn eneny
s "long-eared mule would be sbout the strdngest snsthema one
ecould hurl sgeinst hix,

"Phe Choctsws were, generslly spesking, s luw-abiding rsce,
They were fanous for keeping their word, snd there was no need
for Jjsils.

"In esrlier dsys, the Choctasws snd Chickasaws had s
peculisr, snd in some respectis, s revolting nsnner of csring for
the ir desd., At desth the bodies were wrspped in their robes so
gs to protect them from vultures and wild bessts, snd plsced on
eleveted plstforxs, where they were left for some ronths. After
steted time, sn officisl known a8 s “Benme-Picker,” csrefully
renoved remsining flesh frox the bones, gset fire to the plstfork,
plsced the skeleton in & wooden box, and removed it to & building

known ss the*Bone-House.' Frox time to time, the sccumulsted
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