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Recognizing Online Risks 

Skip Myers 

Practically every day, the internet provides 

tremendous resources for children and adults, 

ranging from educational and entertainment 

opportunities. However, parents, guardians, and 

teachers must be aware and educated about the 

risks that come with it to effectively protect 

children. 

This article explores the hazards they may 

encounter online and emphasizes the need to 

understand these risks to prevent harm. 

Dealing with Cyberbullying 

Definition: Cyberbullying involves using communication tools like social media, instant 

messaging, or email to harass, threaten or intimidate others. Children can be victims or even 

perpetrators of cyberbullying. 

Recognizing Signs: Pay attention to changes in a child's behavior, reluctance to use devices, 

withdrawal from social activities, or expressions of fear or distress as potential signs of 

cyberbullying. Maintaining lines of communication with children is essential for identifying 

these signs promptly. 

Prevention and Intervention: Encourage children to report cyberbullying and guide them on 

how best to respond. It's also crucial to implement privacy settings on their social media 

accounts to minimize unwanted contact and teach them how to block or report abusive 

individuals. 

Online Predators 

Definition: Online predators refer to individuals who exploit children through the internet using 

manipulation, grooming, and identity theft for sexual exploitation. 

Recognizing Signs: It is crucial to educate children about the dangers of befriending strangers 

online and emphasize the importance of not sharing personal information. Online predators 

often employ strategies like flattery, offering gifts, or assuming identities to gain a child's trust. 

Prevention and Intervention: To protect children from online predators, teach them about 

online privacy and the significance of not sharing personal details like their full name, address, 

school, photographs, or phone number with strangers. Encourage children to report any 

uncomfortable interactions they experience online. 
 

www.InternetSafetyBrigade.org 
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Inappropriate Content 

Definition: Inappropriate content refers to explicit or age-inappropriate material that children 

may come across online accidentally or intentionally. This includes violent content, 

pornography, hate speech, and more. 

Recognizing Signs: Monitoring a child's internet browsing history and activities is essential to 

keeping them safe online. Sudden changes in behavior, such as curiosity about uncomfortable 

topics or secretive behavior might indicate exposure to inappropriate content. 

Prevention and Intervention: Consider installing and configuring parental control software with 

content monitoring to prevent access to inappropriate websites. Additionally, have discussions 

with your child about online behavior and encourage them to report any content that makes 

them feel uncomfortable. 

Privacy Concerns 

Definition: Privacy concerns refer to the risks associated with the unauthorized exposure, 

sharing, or exploitation of personal information without consent. This comprises identity theft, 

data breaches, or unintentional oversharing of personal and private information on social 

media platforms. 

Recognizing Signs: It is essential to be aware that children might not fully understand the 

consequences of sharing information online. Keep an eye out for indications of potentially 

dangerous communication, such as posting information about their daily routines, school 

activities, personal information, or family matters. 

Prevention and Intervention: Educating children about the significance of protecting their 

personal information is crucial. Teach them how to use privacy settings on social media 

platforms, and recommend against sharing sensitive details about themselves or others. Please 

encourage them to create unique strong passwords and educate them on the importance of 

regularly updating them. 

Understanding these risks in the online world is essential for parents, guardians, and educators 

to establish a secure digital environment for children. Recognizing warning signs and taking 

proactive measures can enable children to navigate the online world responsibly and 

confidently while effectively minimizing possible dangers. 

Resources for Parents and Children 

• National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 

• Adam Program 

• CyberTipLine 

• Internet Safety Brigade 

• FBI Safe Online Surfing 

• Internet Safety 101: Rules ‘N Tools Checklist 

 

www.InternetSafetyBrigade.org 

https://www.missingkids.org/home
https://risk.lexisnexis.com/adam
https://www.missingkids.org/gethelpnow/cybertipline
https://internetsafetybrigade.org/
https://sos.fbi.gov/index.html
https://internetsafety101.org/objects/Rules%20%27N%20Tools%20Checklist.pdf

