
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water Quality: What YOU can do to help Silver Lake. 
Tips from the Silver Lake Association’s Water Quality Committee 

Tip Three: CREATE BUFFER ZONES   
(as taken from http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/77710.html 

Trees for Tribs 
Modeled after the successful Hudson Estuary "Trees for Tribs" (tribs as in tributaries) pro-
gram, New York State's Trees for Tribs program engages volunteers in restoring thou-
sands of feet of streamside buffer through tree planting using native bare-root stock from 
the Saratoga State Tree Nursery. The program provides land owners and local govern-
ments with low-cost or no-cost native planting materials and free technical assistance. 
Coordinating with local, state and federal agencies, Trees for Tribs focuses on compre-
hensive watershed restoration designed to protect the "green infrastructure," the first line 
of defense against storm and flooding events, as well as property, water quality, fish and 
wildlife. Trees for Tribs promotes best management practices for communities and encourage new programs, policies 
and investments in tributary protection. 
 
DEC's "Trees for Tribs" Initiative offers free native trees and shrubs for qualifying riparian buffer planting/ restoration 
projects. Trees for Tribs Coordinators can assist with plant selection, designing a planting plan, and other technical 
information to improve the odds of success for your project. 
Application deadlines are: March 1 for Spring and August 1 for Fall. Reserving plants early is advisable 
(applications are accepted after deadlines, but are at a disadvantage). 
Applications will be filled according to the following priorities: 

 Local non-profit watershed groups, land trusts, and other environmental organizations will be given preference. 

 Project sites located in high profile, public or highly visible areas, such as town parks or adjacent to roads will be 

given preference. 
Sorry, plants are not available for:  

 large projects where proposals should have included buffer restoration costs from the outset, particularly projects 

involving channel realignment or other major excavation work 

 new sites enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 

 
Species available: 
Native tree and shrub species are supplied at no or low cost from DEC's State Tree Nursery in Saratoga. Species 
planting will be determined on a project by project basis depending on existing conditions. Additional species/plants 
are available for purchase at the State Nursery's web page. Bareroot tree seed-
lings are used in the spring. Containerized plugs are typically used for fall plant-
ings. 
 
Where is Trees for Tribs offered? 
Funding for the Trees for Tribs program is currently available in the watersheds 
highlighted in the map to the right. Program offerings may vary slightly based 
on location and staff availability.  
 
Local Resources for Native Trees and Plants:  
White Oak Nursery, Jim Engel, jengel53@rochester.rr.com , 315-789-3509 
Amanada’s Garden, Ellen Folts, Ellen@amandasnativeplants.com, 585-750-6288 
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