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[bookmark: _Toc112867627]1. Privacy Notice
School Privacy Notice 2026 (UK GDPR & Data Use & Access Act 2025 Compliant)
2. Introduction
This Privacy Notice explains how Atypical Education collects, uses, stores, and shares personal data about pupils, parents/carers, staff, governors, volunteers, and visitors. We follow the UK GDPR, the Data Protection Act 2018, the Data Use & Access Act 2025, and all relevant DfE and KCSIE 2026 safeguarding requirements.
We are committed to protecting your privacy, being transparent about how we use data, and ensuring all processing is lawful, fair, and proportionate.

3. The Data We Collect
We collect and process personal data including:
· Identity data — name, date of birth, unique pupil number, contact details
· Educational data — assessment results, attendance, behaviour, SEN information
· Safeguarding data — records required under KCSIE 2026, referrals, professional reports
· Health & wellbeing data — medical information, allergies, care plans
· Digital systems data — device logs, learning platform activity, filtering/monitoring alerts
· Financial data — payments, free school meal eligibility
· Images & video — CCTV, school photography, event recordings
· Communication data — emails, messages, complaints, enquiries
Some of this data is special category data, processed only where strictly necessary and lawful.

4. How We Use Personal Data
We use personal data to:
· Deliver education and support pupil progress
· Meet safeguarding duties under KCSIE 2026
· Provide pastoral care and medical support
· Manage school operations (timetables, catering, trips, clubs)
· Monitor attendance and behaviour
· Support SEND provision
· Communicate with parents/carers
· Meet legal obligations to the DfE, LA, NHS, and other agencies
We do not use personal data for marketing or profiling.



5. AI‑Based Filtering & Monitoring (2026 Update)
Our digital safety systems may use AI‑powered monitoring to identify potential safeguarding risks such as self‑harm, bullying, violence, or inappropriate content.

What this means in practice
· AI tools analyse school‑managed devices, accounts, and networks.
· Alerts are reviewed by trained staff, not automated decision‑making alone.
· A DPIA has been completed for all AI‑enabled systems.
· Monitoring is proportionate, age‑appropriate, and safeguarding‑led.
· Only relevant staff receive alerts.
· Data is retained only as long as necessary for safeguarding and compliance.
We carry out this processing under our legal obligation to safeguard pupils and our public task as a school.

6. Lawful Bases for Processing
We rely on the following lawful bases:
· Public task — delivering education and safeguarding
· Legal obligation — DfE returns, safeguarding duties, health & safety
· Vital interests — protecting life or preventing serious harm
· Consent — only for optional activities (e.g., certain photography uses)
· Contract — staff employment and service agreements
We process special category data under substantial public interest, health, or safeguarding grounds.

7. Sharing Personal Data
We may share data with:
· Department for Education (DfE)
· Local Authority
· NHS and school nursing teams
· Social care and safeguarding partners
· Exam boards
· Educational service providers
· IT and digital safety providers
· Law enforcement (where required)
We only share what is necessary, and we ensure all partners meet UK GDPR requirements.

7. How Long We Keep Data
We follow statutory retention schedules set by the DfE, UK GDPR, and the Data Use & Access Act 2025. Retention periods vary by record type (e.g., safeguarding, medical, academic, financial).
8. Your Rights
Under UK GDPR, you have the right to:
· Access your data
· Request correction
· Request deletion (where lawful)
· Restrict processing
· Object to processing
· Request data portability (where applicable)
To exercise these rights, contact our Data Protection Officer (DPO).

9. Cookies & Online Services
Our website and digital platforms may use cookies or analytics tools. You can manage cookie preferences through your browser settings.

10. Contact Details
Data Controller: Atypical Education - The Rectory, Church Road, Honington, Suffolk IP311RG
Data Protection Officer (DPO): Emma Oxnam emma.atypicaleducation@gmail.com 07471344408

11. Updates to This Notice
This Privacy Notice is reviewed annually and updated to reflect changes in legislation, guidance, or school practice. Last updated: 2026

Under data protection law, individuals have a right to be informed about how Atypical Education uses any personal data we hold about them. We comply with this right by providing ‘privacy notices’ (sometimes called ‘fair processing notices’) to individuals when we process their data. This privacy notice explains how we collect, store and use personal data about individuals working with Atypical Education. Emma Oxnam, Atypical Education, The Rectory, Church Road, Honington, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP311RG, is the ‘data controller and officer’ for data protection law. The Data Protection Officer can be contacted at emma.atypicaleducation@gmail.com
Contact us. If you have any questions or concerns or would like more information about anything mentioned in this privacy notice, please get in touch with our data protection officer at emma.atypicaleducation@gmail.com
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