
2025 ANNUAL REPORT 

Empowering teen parents TODAY  
for a healthier TOMORROW 



MISSION 

We empower young 
parents to become resilient 
by building positive 
relationships, strengthening 
family stability, and raising 
healthy children. 

VISION 

All children and their 
families are resilient, 
thriving, and engaged in 
their communities.

2025 STAFF

Lauren Brandstatter 
BA, Director of Strategic  
Operations and Communications

Robin Lagerquist 
LLBSW, IMH-E, Case Manager

Mike Opper 
MBA, Fatherhood Advocate

Sarah Payette 
MEd, Program Director

Chad Phillips 
MA, Fatherhood Advocate  
(departed GA Feb. 2025)

Marjorie Rich 
MPH, Executive Director

Emmy Schumacher 
BA, Development Director

2025 BOARD  
OF DIRECTORS

Alison Metiva,  
Chair

Sara Wycoff McCauley 
Vice Chair

Lauren Flynn 
Secretary

Sarah Sullivan 
Treasurer

Sam Connell

Courtney Doyle

Kate Greene

Greg Luyt

Miaya Running 
Generations Ahead Alumni

Walker Schwander 
Generations Ahead Alumni

Marsha Smith

NON-BOARD  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Finance

Daniel Baker
Arlene Brennan
Mike Kebler

Fund Development

Homer Nye
Anne Schneider
Megan Shapiro
Amy Strom
Rebecca Teahen

INTERN

Angela Iott

OUR VALUES

DIGNITY 
We sincerely respect our 
clients’ individual capabilities, 
potential and needs. We 
support and honor their  
self-determination.

EMPATHY 
We are non-judgmental, 
treating others always with 
compassion and acceptance.

EQUITY
We are open, ethical, and 
inclusive in our relationships, 
believing in the unique 
strengths of all individuals  
and their ability to succeed.

INTEGRITY
We behave with honesty, 
transparency, and trust, 
committing ourselves to 
excellence in service.

JOY
We are positive, supportive, 
and encouraging every step 
of the way. We celebrate 
progress and growth.

RELATIONSHIPS
We proactively model and 
support healthy, enriching 
and trusting relationships
with individuals, families, 
and communities.

Generations Ahead is serving some of the most vulnerable 

in our community, and is making a truly meaningful and 

lasting difference in those lives. I am inspired by the stories 

of these remarkable parents and their beautiful children, and by their 

perseverance and determination in the face of significant and at times 

overwhelming challenges. We are so fortunate to have such a dedicated 

and committed staff to engage in this critically important work.
GREG LUYT

BOARD MEMBER



Dear Friends and Supporters

As we reflect on 2025, one word rises clearly to the top: Growth.

This past year marked an important moment for our organization—a year of 
moving forward with confidence, grounded in strong leadership, a committed 
team, and deep community trust. In a time when so much feels uncertain, we 
are proud to say there is stability within our organization and momentum in our 
mission. Because of that foundation, we are looking ahead with optimism and 
purpose as we prepare to support more teen parents and their babies across 
Northern Michigan.

Throughout 2025, we continued to serve teen parents and their children across 
our seven-county region with more reach, more support, and more heart than 
ever before. While the numbers in this report tell an important story of families 
served and needs met, they cannot fully capture the resilience of the parents 
we walk alongside—or the care and compassion that surrounds them.

This year, we strengthened our programming by welcoming a new Fatherhood 
Advocate, allowing us to more fully support whole families and empower 
all parents. We also experienced a remarkable increase in referrals from our 
community partners, a testament to the trust, collaboration, and shared 
commitment that makes this work possible.

Together with you, we provided critical financial assistance to families facing 
urgent and unexpected challenges. Through direct support and our baby 
pantry, parents received essential items, safe sleep supplies, and relief during 
some of their most stressful moments. Every diaper distributed, every bill 
covered, and every family supported represented dignity, stability, and hope.

At the heart of everything we do is empowerment. We believe teen parents are 
capable, resilient, and deserving of support as they build healthy, stable futures 
for themselves and their children. It is an honor to be part of that journey.

None of this would be possible without you—our donors, volunteers, partners, 
and advocates. Your belief in our mission fuels our work and ensures that teen 
parents in Northern Michigan do not have to navigate parenthood alone.

We truly love what we do.

We deeply care about our clients.

And we hope you can feel that care reflected in every story and every impact 
shared in this report.

Thank you for standing with us in 2025. We look forward to continuing to 
grow—together.

With gratitude,

Alison Metiva			   Yarrow Brown 
Chair, Board of Directors	 Executive Director
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Alison Metiva

Yarrow Brown



Josh was 19 when he enrolled in Generations Ahead. 
He first connected with us while on a date with 
another client at a TC Pit Spitters event. At the time, 
his newborn daughter was with her mother, though he 
soon began sharing custody while living in a camper in 
Lake Ann. Josh was navigating this chapter largely on 
his own, without family support and with only a small, 
distant circle of connections.

Early on, Josh began meeting with our Fatherhood Advocate and 

quickly built rapport. “Mike matched my energy,” Josh shared. “We 

vibed. He was fun to talk to.” That sense of mutual respect helped Josh 

feel comfortable engaging and staying involved, and once he knew Mike 

would be present at social events, he began attending those as well.
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Building 
Forward, 
Together

JOSH’S STORY OF GROWTH  
AND CONNECTION

Josh with GA’s Fatherhood  
Advocate, Mike



“I enjoy the socializing and the food,” Josh explained. “The 
food is always good”. These gatherings provided space for 
connection, nourishment, and community; elements that 
mattered deeply during a time of uncertainty. Josh is a natural 
leader who engages easily with peers. Confident, friendly, 
and encouraging, his presence strengthens every event and 
contributes positively to the sense of community GA strives 
to create.

Through his time with GA, Josh has gained meaningful 
support that helped stabilize his life. He credits the 
Fatherhood Program with helping him avoid serious financial 
hardship and maintaining access to essentials, such as his 
phone and vehicle. Just as importantly, GA helped him 
build connections to other clients, community partners, and 
additional resources. “You guys help me connect with people 
and the community,” Josh said.

Currently, Josh’s living situation is the most stable since 
he was kicked out of his father’s home at age 17.  He rents 
in town, owns a reliable vehicle, has a steady income, and 
consistent access to food and shelter.  “I’ve actually gained 
needed weight these last few months!” he proudly exclaims, 
something that was hard to do with the stressors of life and 
scarcity of resources.

As Josh enters his final year of enrollment, he’s focused 
on forward momentum. His goals include earning his CDL 
(Commercial Drivers License) and becoming a future GA 
ambassador. This is a position that he imagined when speaking 
to us, and we couldn’t agree more! He’s also clear about the 
role he plays in his own success. “Some of the work is on me 
- to show up, go to events, reach out, and ask for help,” he 
reflected. “When it’s voiced, GA works as a team to support.”

Josh continues to build toward a future rooted in stability, 
growth, and connection. He values maintaining strong 
relationships and a sense of belonging, which he is happy to 
find at Generations Ahead. 
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Generations Ahead is 
deeply needed in our 
community because 
parenting at a young age 
can be isolating without the 
right support. As a young 
mom myself, I understand 
how powerful it is to have 
encouragement, stability, 
and someone walking 
alongside you. What 
draws me to this work 
is Generations Ahead’s 
commitment to meeting 
young parents where they 
are, without judgment, 
and helping them build 
strong futures for their 
families. This organization 
is successful because it 
leads with compassion, 
consistency, and genuine 
relationships that help 
young families truly thrive.

LAUREN FLYNN,  
BOARD MEMBER

“The best part has been connecting with 
someone and having conversations,” Josh 
shared. “They listen to you, hear you out, and 
help you figure out what’s best for you, which  
is ultimately trying to achieve my goals.”

JOSH, CLIENT
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Programs & Services

BABY PANTRY
The Baby Pantry provides essential supplies 
for a baby’s first year of life, with 90% of items 
generously donated by the community.

MENTOR PROGRAM
Young parents are paired with caring, trained 
volunteer mentors who offer individualized 
guidance, encouragement, and ongoing support.

FAMILY & PARENT ENRICHMENT
These programs give young parents 
opportunities to connect through child-friendly 
activities that promote social-emotional well-
being. We also offer educational playgroups for 
children and organize family-focused community 
activities that encourage personal growth and 
strengthen family bonds.

CASE MANAGEMENT
Our case management services address diverse 
needs, from access to community resources to 
parenting support, health concerns, relationships, 
and educational or career goals.

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
Participants in the internship program are 
matched with organizations or companies 
aligned with their professional interests. These 
paid internships help young parents build skills, 
gain experience, and explore career pathways.

PARENT EDUCATION
Parent education groups provide a supportive 
space to share experiences and learn effective 
parenting strategies. Through guided discussions 
and expert support, participants strengthen 
their parenting skills and navigate the unique 
challenges of parenting as a teen.

COMMUNITY NIGHT
A monthly, welcoming gathering that builds 
connection and community. Families can access 
one-on-one support from case managers for 
help with jobs, housing, and paperwork, connect 
directly with community partners such as DHHS 
and SOS Learning Lab, and enjoy low-pressure 
social activities including open gym, art projects, 
music, snacks, and peer connection.

We create a safe, fun, and engaging environment for teen parents 
and their children. All programs and services are provided at no 
cost to the families we serve and participation is always optional.



2025 Highlights

YOUNG PARENTS CHILDREN
 

CLIENTS SUPPORTED

81 70

49
Partners of Joy

75
adults

55
children

2025 Partners of Joy gifts and 
support brightened the holiday 
season for

businesses, groups 
and individuals donated 
gifts for young families 
during the holidays

VISITS TO THE BABY PANTRY287
 

mentors
 paired with

teen parents
3

3   INTERNS
PLACED

Hosted by:

Social Butterfly Event Planning

The Flower Station

Grand Traverse Industries

 6CLIENTS 
GRADUATED

FROM
HIGH SCHOOL 18

NEW BABIES 
BORN IN 2025

18 FATHERS
IN THE FATHERHOOD PROGRAM
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Internship Program
The Generations Ahead Internship Program 
offers select clients the opportunity to explore 
career paths that may lead to further education, 
training, or long-term employment. This program 
is designed for clients who are in stable situations 
and have the capacity to focus on career 
development. Participants complete an interest 
assessment, which helps narrow potential career 
options, and local businesses and agencies are 
then recruited to serve as host sites.

Because Generations Ahead provides a stipend, 
clients are able to participate without financial 
risk. GA also works to reduce common barriers 
to employment by assisting with childcare, 
transportation, and necessary clothing or 
equipment. Internships are available in either 25- 
or 50-hour placements, allowing flexibility based 
on each client’s availability and level of interest.

In addition to learning trade-specific skills, 
interns gained valuable experience in 

communication, professionalism, and other 

essential workplace skills. We are deeply grateful 

to these community partners for investing in 

our clients and providing meaningful, hands-

on learning experiences.  It’s a great chance to 

promote their field and provide on-site training!

To learn more about our Internship  

Program or how to be a host site,  

email info@generationsahead.org

Client, Intern, Grand Traverse Industries
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MENTORS 2025 
Our Mentor Program warmly supports young 
parents as they navigate the joys and challenges 
of parenthood while continuing to pursue their 
personal and academic goals. Through guidance, 
encouragement, and connection, mentors help parents 
feel empowered and supported every step of the way.

After completing a four-week training, mentors are 
prepared to be matched one-on-one with a parent 
when the opportunity is right, or to offer flexible, 
informal support—such as providing transportation, 
lending a helping hand during group activities, or 
simply being a trusted, caring presence.

This program is built on trust and compassion, 
helping young parents build confidence, strengthen 
parenting skills, and feel less alone. Mentors share 
encouragement, listen, and provide helpful resources, 
supporting teen parents as they grow in resilience, 
decision-making, and overall well-being. Together, we 
work to create lasting, positive change—promoting 
independence and opening the door to brighter futures 
for both parents and their children.

We thank our mentors for their  
incredible support.

NEW 2025 MENTORS 

Colleen Masterson-Bzdok
MacKenzie Desmonde
Anthony DeMerle
Jane Kendra
Alexandria Diller

ACTIVE 2025 MENTORS

Teresa (Terri) McCardell
Renne Ball
Sandi Pittman
Larisa Galnares
Shari Van der Grijn
Susan Wooton
Ingrid Pylvainan

Scan here to 
check out our 
mantor page  
and learn more

What has surprised me 
most is how rewarding 
it has been to see my 
mentee achieve so 
many of the goals she 
had for her life and her 
child’s life. 

MENTOR

She’s helped me see so  
much in myself and my  
worth, and so much more. 

CLIENT/MENTEE

IN 2025, 
MENTORS  

CONTRIBUTED

HOURS OF  
MENTORSHIP

271



With Gratitude
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FOR OUR  
2025 VOLUNTEERS

We are profoundly grateful for our dedicated volunteers, whose 
commitment and generosity make our work possible every day. 
From organizing our baby pantry and supporting administrative 
efforts, to providing transportation and childcare during events so 
young parents can build meaningful connections, our volunteers 
are at the heart of our community. We thank them for their time, 
energy, and compassion, and we honor the lasting difference they 
make in the lives of families we serve.

Andy Wolf 

Angela Ponetta

Angie Petty

Ann McDonough

Annie Page

Becky Mang

Belle Payette

Casey Elliot

Colby Moore

Colette Pressell 

Colleen Masterson 
Bzdok

Dana Boomer

Elise Ballinger

Ingrid Pylvainen

Jane Becker

Jane Wilde

Joan Shirilla

Jon Randles 

Joyce McClellan

Judy Zrimec

Kathy Davis

Larissa Galnarez 

Lisa Brodeur

Lisa Thorington

Margaret Williams

Margy Patchin 

Marisol Lopez

Mark VanderKlipp

Mary McGonegle

Megan Klabunde

Nancy Chatterley

Rebekah Weeks

Renne Ball   

Robin Nance 

Roger Gerstle

Ruthie Passolt

Sandi Pittman

Sarah Sullivan

Shari Van Der Grijn

Shelley Duke

Sherry Horner

Sherry Martin

Sue Livasy

Sue Schmidt   

Susan Wooton

Suzanne Vanderklipp

Teaghan Gorsline 

Teri Gorsline

Terri  McCardell

Tony DeMerle

Zinnia Burks

I love helping with the 
baby pantry’s seasonal 
clothing changeover, 
playing with busy toddlers 
while their parents 
meet, and serving up 
snacks while parents 
and children enjoy family 
time together at many 
of the organization’s 
events. These volunteer 
opportunities have 
allowed me to observe  
firsthand the perseverance 
and dedication to  
parenting these young  
people exhibit while  
working toward their  
high school graduation 
and employment. 

SHELLEY DUKE 
VOLUNTEER

Scan here to learn about  
volunteer opportunities

THANK YOU TO AAA RANDLES INSURANCE AGENCY  
for your generous 3-year commitment to volunteer 
service as an organization. We truly appreciate your 
willingness to dedicate time and energy alongside  
your staff to support our community.

IN 2025, 
VOLUNTEERS  

CONTRIBUTED

HOURS OF  
SERVICE

1,029
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Financial  
Overview

Mental health support is a critical part of the 
journey for many teen parents, and in 2025, 
counseling services made a profound difference 
for the young families we serve. Thanks to 
the generosity of our donors who invested 
specifically in Mental Health funds, 14 clients 
enrolled in counseling and completed a total of 
131 sessions throughout the year. These services 
were provided by six dedicated therapists who 
believe deeply in our mission and offered their 
care at a deeply discounted rate—saving our 
organization nearly $11,000 in 2025 alone. These 
services are completely free for our clients. 

This impact would not be possible without 
the courage and commitment of our clients, 
who chose to invest in themselves and their 

well-being; the generosity of our donors, who 
recognized how essential mental health is to 
healthy parenting and long-term stability; and 
the incredible therapists who partner with us to 
ensure high-quality, accessible care. Together, this 
community of support is helping teen parents 
build resilience, confidence, and a stronger 
foundation for their futures.

Providers in 2025

Diana Ro,  
Resilient Mental Health

Hayden Scott,  
Fellow Traveler Therapy

Lauren Holst,  
Head and Heart 
Therapeutic Solutions

Shannon Pineau,  
Mind Body Nature, LLC

Michelle Loeffler-Rohraff,  
Mental Wellness Counseling

Devin Moore,  
Head and Heart 
Therapeutic Solutions

By investing time and money to support teen parents, we help break 
cycles of poverty and create brighter, more hopeful futures for their 
children. Your generosity empowers teen parents to fulfill their potential—
transforming their lives and creating a ripple effect of positive change 
in their communities. All services are provided for free to our families.

The Impact of Counseling Support

Interest
1.4%

Government
Grants

13.1%

Non-Government
Grants
25.6%

Donated Goods
& Services

10.2%

Gifts
49.6%

REVENUE AMOUNT

Gifts (Individuals, Clubs & Businesses) $418,031

Donated Goods & Services $86,403

Non-Government Grants $215,852

Government Grants $110,867

Interest $12,043

TOTAL $843,196

Program 
Services*

59.4%

Administrative
27.2%

Fundraising
13.4%

*Program Services include:  
Case Management, Mentor Support, Family Enrichment 
Activities, Play Groups, Counseling, Career Internship, 
Financial Assistance,Transportation, Household Needs and 
the Holiday Program

EXPENDITURES AMOUNT

Fundraising $81,559

Administrative $141,995

Program Services* $298,810

TOTAL $522,364
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Thank You 
for Giving

EMPOWERMENT PARTNERS

Anonymous x 2

Alabaster Fund

Jeanne Ascione

Baird: The Rivard Teahen Wheatley Group

Begonia Charitable Foundation

Bell Family Foundation

Pamela and Thomas Caldwell

Daniel and Cameron Farley

Global Remediation Technologies

Grand Traverse Pie Company

Jim and Diana Huckle Family Foundation

William G. Janis and Susanne M. Janis 

Family Foundation

Michael and Donna Kaplowitz

Donald and Pamela Kegley

Marco and Joni Marcantoni

John and Mary Melvin

The Sally Guzowski Foundation

Duane and Chris Shugart

Tester Family Endowment Fund 

Jan and Jim Tuohy 

Our work at Generations Ahead is made possible because 
of a community that chooses to invest in young families. 
Our Empowerment Partners serve as the foundation 
of our mission, providing transformational support that 

strengthens everything we do. And every other gift, no matter 
the level, is a brick in what we are building together. 
Each donation is meaningful, each one represents 
compassion, and each helps ensure that no young 
parent has to face their journey alone.

EMMY SCHUMACHER 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
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HOPE ADVOCATES  
$1,000 and above 

Anonymous x 2

Matthew Anderson

Mack and Lorraine Beers

Jay and Maureen Berger

Robert Brammer

Brodeur Family Foundation

Edward and Ingrid Brophy

Lew and Virginia Coulter

Donald and Yvonne Cunkle

Chris Dennos

David and Lija Ditmar

Debbie Edson

Rhonda and Michael Estes

Julie Falconer

Green Brick Foundation Inc.

Jane and Ray Kendra

David Maxson

Terri McCardell

Dave McClary and Len Mayhew

Joseph and Lynn Naoum

Jennie Nestor

Old Mission Peninsula United 
Methodist Church

Susan P. Oliver Giving Fund

Polly Rea

Resurrection Life Church

Joyce Rogers

Nicholas Routson and 
Edward Slosky

Chimera Smith

Marsha Smith and Tom Gilbert

Stein Family Charitable Fund

Hannah Sweeney

Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Grand Traverse

Gregory VandenBosch

Patricia and Ken Warner 

VILLAGE BUILDERS 
up to $999

Anonymous x 6 

Susan Abrahams

Lisa and Scott Almquist

Gary and Mimi Appel

Edward and Mary Arbut

Laura Asiala

Renne and Charles Ball

Barbara and Tom Auer

Patricia Jean Bauer

Deborah Baughman

Taylor Beal

Carol Becker

Jane and Ron Becker

Catherine Beeman

Haley Bennett

Bruce Berryhill and Martha Curtis

Janice Beyer

MaryAnn Bishop

Darcy Bluhm

Gretchen Boyd 

Pam and Dave Bradshaw

Jane and Pat Brandstatter

Judy Brankel

Arlene and Paul Brennan

Sheryl Briggs

James and Candace Brody

Barbara Burkhardt

Mary Byl

Betsy and Scrub Calcutt

Nate Call

Richard and Sue Campbell

Jen and Tyler Cerny

Katie Clous

Robin Collings

Sam and Sarah Connell

Tara Conrad

Susan Cook

Sam Copeland

The Dahlstroms

Carol Dameworth

Dan and Peggy Casey

Daniel and Alline Beutler

Kathy and Bruce Davis

Kathy and Steve Davis

Dawn and Dave Farley

Tom and Alison Dayton

Dean and Nora Francis

Lois DeBacker

Erica DesJardins

MacKenzie Desmond

Michael and Teckla Dettmer

Annie and Mike DeVries

Mark and Cheryl Dost

Diane Dudzik

Shelley Duke

Ed Hargis and Peggy Anderson

Christine Esper

Anna Faller

David and Diane Feenstra

Sherri and Robert Fenton

David and Toni Ferris

Mark and Maxine Ferris

Mary Jo Fifarek

JAN 1 - DEC 31, 2025

With sincere gratitude to our supporters in 2025
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First Congregational Church  
of Benzonia UCC

Steve and Ann Fisher

Lauren Flynn

Pamela Forton

Jenn and Tim Frankhouse

Janis Frazee and Tim Johnson

Pat and Patti Friedli

Friends of the Light

Gary and Kathy Roush

Gash Family

Mary Beth and Mark Gentry

John and May Gerstle

Tim Gill

Glen Lake Women’s Club

Robert M. Hall, M.D. and  
Cynthia L. Glines, M.D.

Krista and Jeffrey Goldman

Katherine Greene and  
Matthew Schmidt

The Brookby Foundation

Michael Greer

GTRCF Rotary Endowment

GTRCF Staff Match

Barry and Cathy Hahn

Nancy and Tim Hannan

Agnes Hayden

Leslie and David Heimburger

Clarissa Hellowell

Margret Henning

Jaynie Hoerauf

Camille Hoisington

Margaret Hollyday

Bethany and Ken Holmes-Bozung

Susan and Michael Hornby

Dave Reid and Kathi Houston

Dr. William and Jean Howard

Andy and Susan Howard

Huffman Family

Joan Hughes

Sharon Hughes

Erin Hutt

Larry and Linda Janes

Rebecca Janes

Annelle Kaspor

Keira Duvernoy and  
Robert Bravehart

Kerndt Family Charitable Fund

John and Connie Kerns

James Kirby

Peter and Liz Kirkwood

Leslie Klepadlo

Ellen Kohler and Matt Cauchy

David Kolany

Susan and Charles Konieczny

Wendy and Gary Kosch

Heather Krantz

Randy and Vickie Kraus

Robin Lagerquist

Pat and Bob Lewallen

Debbie Lewis

Mitchell Lindstrom

Juliana Lisuk and Nicco Pandolfi

Kirk Lucas

Sean and Celeste Lucas

Doug and Lynn Luciani

Jennifer Lund

Stephanie and Greg Luyt

Lillian Mahaney

Maple Grove Friendship Circle

Jamie and Barbara Marsh

Martha and Andrew Bowman

Rita Mason

Colleen Masterson-Bzdok

Margaret Maxbauer  
and Jacob Pluta

Conor and Shannon McCahill

Sara Wycoff McCauley

Dave and Mary McGinnis

Steve and Joan Mclain

Kelli and David Mengebier

Alison and John Metiva

Maria Meyer

Jennifer Miller

Mission Hill Church TC 

Laurie Mittelstadt

Jayne Mohr and Cal Karr

Nicole Morrison

Brittany Morton-Smith

Kenneth Musson

Matt Myers

Steve and Robin Nance

Tim Nelson and Nancy Johnson

Aideen Ni Riadda

Homer Nye and Becky Mang

Gene Ogden

Keegan Opper

Mike Opper

Ken and Becky Osborne  
Charitable Fund

Miriam Owsley

Barbara Bjork Papazian

Mark and Ruthie Passolt

Brad Pavwoski

Kristina Pepelko

Joanne Peregrine

Chad Phillips

Tina Piotrowski

Thank you for all you do – for the support and 
for keeping me going when I wanted to give 

up. You guys deserve the world and are superheroes to 
me. I really do appreciate your guys hard work. I know  
I wouldn’t be the person I am today without you all.

CLIENT
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Sandra Pittman

Ann and Chris Porter

Carolyn and Scott Potter

Nancy and George Powell

Glynnis Price

Brittney Primeau

Donna and Lawrence Probes

Christine Quandt

Rachel Blanchard

Lisa Radtke

Hugh and Linda Rea

Curtis and Nancy Render

Marjie Rich and Roger Gerstle

Paula Rich

Alli Rider

Laura Rigan

Kathryn Roush

Rick and MaryEllen Sanok

Charity Sawyer

Susan J. Schmidt

Emmy Schumacher

Evan and Olivia Schumacher

Janette Schumacher

Sarah Schumacher

Alice Schuman

Samantha and Fred Schwam

Amanda Scott

Ryan Scott

Kelvin Shaw

Jackie and Seamus Shinners

Anita C Silverman

Robert and Susan Simpson

Jodi Simpson

Karen Smith and Marcus Helman

Sherwood Smith and  
Suzannah Tobin

Bill and Mary Smith

Dr. Peter and Kristin Sneed

Debra and John Socks

Sondra Shaw Hardy

Suzanne Sorkin

D Speier

Douglas and Anne Stanton

Brooke Stebner

Roger and Catheryn Steed

Tammy J. Stoerkel

Amy and Mike Strom

Karen Strom

Rebecca Suhr

Sarah Sullivan

Ben Szilagy

The Talaga Family

Jen and Jason Tank

The Children’s House

Caroline Thomas

Kristine and Cecil Thomas

George and Sally Thompson

Larry and Sandy Tiefenbach

Marcy Traub

Lisa Trombley

Twice Trendy Tots

Tina and John Ulrich

Mark and Suzanne Vanderklipp

Shelly VanderMeulen

Douglas Verellen

Eva Vigo

Barbara Vincent

Dr. Charles and Ann Weitz

Kristin and Randy Wendland

Sara and Zack Wessels

Jane Wilde

Mark and Tess Williams

Bonnie Willings

Kevin and Brenda Wilson

Tom Yax and Katie Powning

Kari Young

Sue Zell

Sharron Zimmerman

Judy and Joseph Zrimec

Generations Ahead embodies our community’s care 
for parents and children. Through its work, families 
are shown that they are valued, important, and not 
alone. Whether it’s helping a young father earn 

his driver’s license so he can be present in his child’s life, or 
supporting parents as they complete their education or secure 
jobs to support their families, this work delivers 
meaningful, life-changing support. As a mom 
myself, I’m proud to live in a place where 
families are prioritized by an organization that 
shows up when it matters most.

SARA WYCOFF MCCAULEY 
BOARD MEMBER



IN KIND DONORS

4Front Credit Union

Amanda Ackerman

Jason and Suzanne Allen

Stacy Aulicino

Baird: The Rivard Teahen Group

Renne and Charles Ball

Elaine Baxter

Bay View Insurance

Beck Bode

Carol Becker

Jane and Ron Becker

Big Apple Bagels

Rick Birndorf

Gretchen Boyd

Peter Brager

Breneman Advisors

Sheryl Briggs

Michelle Broad

Brodeur Family Foundation

Denise and Mike Busley

Mary Byl

Barb Cain and Steve Kellman

Torey Caviston

Central United Methodist Church

Chateau Chantal

Sam and Sarah Connell

Crystal Mountain

Tony DeMerle

Erica Dense

Courtney and Matthew Doyle

Drift Massage Therapy

Shelley Duke

Debbie Edson

Casey Elliot

Families Building Faith Fellowship

Dawn and Dave Farley

Kory Felker

Fellow Traveler Therapy,  
Hayden Scott, MA LLC

First Congregational Church of 
Benzonia UCC

Richard and Dianne Frank

Jenn and Tim Frankhouse

Sarah and Michael Gano

Mary and Rick Geib

Hilary Gessner

Sarah Goheen

Golden Fowler

Grand Traverse Area Spartans

Grand Traverse Children’s Clinic

Grand Traverse Industries

Grand Traverse Pie Company

Grand Traverse Resort and Spa

Grocer’s Daughter

Hagerty Actuarial Team

Hagerty Caregiver Employee 
Resource Group

Diane Hamilton

Head and Heart  
Therapeutic Solutions

Betsy Herman

Lauren Holst

Interphase Interiors

Jacqueline Iriarte

Susie Janis 

Jimmy Johns

Abigail Johnson

Rebecca and David Kase

Kristin Klingelsmith

Lake District Wine Co.

Rosella LaPaugh

Pat and Bob Lewallen

Light Quaker Church

Stephanie and Greg Luyt

Kristin Marinoff

Colleen Masterson-Bzdok

Terri Mccardell

Melissa McMahon

Mental Wellness Counseling

Maria Meyer

Eileen Miles

Paige Miller

Renee and Robert Mittelstaedt

Jenifer Murray

Nan Myers

Nauti-Cat 

Jennie Nestor

Alexis Neumann

North Bay Produce

Northern Glow Midwifery

Northern Michigan  
Woman Magazine

Homer Nye and Becky Mang

Sarah O’Brien

Oak Park Flowers

Oleson’s Market

Shannon Olshove

Oryana Food Co-op

Jane Passmore

Peter and Sarah Payette

Mary Pellerito

Peg Peppler

Performance Chiropractic

Angie Petty

Sandra Pittman

Lydia Potthoff

Ingrid Pylvainen

Raduno

Brenna Rahe

Recycle A Bike

Curtis and Nancy Render

Resilient Mental Health

Rachel Roe

Christine Root

Rotary Charities of Traverse City

Ryan Werder and Katie Sulau

Ryder Transportation Services

Bailey Samp

Dianne Sarris

Steven Schade

Susan J. Schmidt

Jenny Schmoldt

Anne Schneider

Second Hand Social Club

Heather Sills

Kathy Sinnard

Melissa Socia

Jackie and Chuck Stein

Beth Still

Deb Stout

Amy and Mike Strom

Sarah Sullivan

Karin Summers

Lillian Swan



Lauren Thomas

Tonic and Lime

Traverse Area District Library

Trinity Lutheran Church

Trinity Lutheran Preschool:  
1st Grade Classroom

Twice Trendy Tots

Tina and John Ulrich

Mark and Suzanne Vanderklipp

Nancy and Kent Walton

Patricia and Ken Warner

Kris Wendland

Wild Womb Photography

WTCM Radio

Anne Zwart

BUSINESS PARTNERS

AAA Randles Insurace Agency

Backcountry North

Baird: The Rivard Teahen  
Wheatley Group

Blue Cross Complete  
(AmeriHealth Caritas)

Cherryland Electric Cooperative

ClaySpace TC

Cunningham-Limp

EB2 Vintage

Form Pilates 

Global Remediation Technologies 

Grand Traverse Pie Company 

Jimmy Johns

Lake District Wine Co. 

Mind-Body-Nature Therapy

Molina Healthcare of Michigan

New Leonard Media

Northern Financial Management

Oryana Food Co-op

Precision Plumbing &  
Heating Systems

Raduno

SOS Learning Lab LLC

GRANTS & FOUNDATIONS

Amerihealth Caritas Foundation

Baird Foundation, Inc.

Cherryland Electric Cooperative

Eagles for Children

Grand Traverse County -  
ARPA Grant

Grand Traverse Regional 
Community Foundation

GTRCF Robert B. Murchie  
STRIVE Endowment

GTRCF - Joan McGarry Family 
Education Endowment

Liquor Tax Grant- Northern 
Michigan Regional Entity

Maidens of Michigan

Munson Medical Center

Oleson Foundation

Rotary Charities of Traverse City

The Art & Mary Schmuckal  
Family Foundation

The Les and Anne Biederman 
Foundation, Inc.

Traverse City Optimist Club

Zonta Club of Traverse City

MEMORIUMS  
Donor in italics

Kevin Crowley 
Diane and Branko Gegich

Diana Huckle  
Martha and Andrew Bowman 
Nancy and Kent Walton

Aimee Laux  
Anonymous

Rachel 
Janice Curtiss

David Riddle  
Dr. Julia Riddle

Jo Rundio 
Pug Rundio

Ernest Shackleton 
Aaron Shier

HONORARIUMS 
Donor in italics

Jeremiah David 
Anonymous

Lowell and Mary Gruman 
Jody Lundquist

Morgan and Scottie 
Taylor Moore

North Bay Produce Inc.  
Sarah Quakenbush 

Mike Opper 
Aaron Shier

Matthew Patrick 
Jane Obrien

Marjie Rich 
Renee Cohen and Margo Cook 
Candice Hamel 
Karen Smith and Marcus Helman

Marsha Smith 
Becky Ewing and  
Charles R. Eichenlaub 
Kathryn and John Huschke

Hannah Wichern 
Amy Vandermeer

Beth Allan 
Amy and Michael Strom

Scan here to donate
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A Quiet Force  
for Young Families
HONORING MARJIE’S LEGACY  

AT GENERATIONS AHEAD

When Marjie stepped into retirement in 

February of 2026, she left behind far more 

than an executive director’s title. She left 

a thriving organization, a deeply rooted 

community, and generations of young 

parents and their children whose lives are 

stronger because she believed in them,  

often before they believed in themselves.



Marjie’s work in support of young parents began with the Doula 
Teen Parent Program, founded in 1977, where she served from 
2012–2015 and built deep relationships with young parents and 
staff. When she returned to this work in 2018, she carried a bold 
vision: to create Generations Ahead as an independent organization 
to ensure our community’s long history of supporting teen parents 
would continue. Under her leadership, Generations Ahead became 
independent in 2019 and achieved nonprofit status in 2020 and has 
grown into a respected, community-centered organization built 
alongside a dedicated board, staff, volunteers, and donors.

While these organizational milestones are important, Marjie will be 
the first to say the true value of the work is about relationships.

She will miss the client stories most: stories of perseverance, 
setbacks, and growth. She understood that progress is rarely linear, 
and that young people need space to learn, stumble, and become 
stronger. In her earlier years, she knew clients deeply, their struggles, 
their triumphs, their humor. Once she knew their stories, she admits 
it was impossible not to love them. She often jokes that her family 
was lucky it would have been inappropriate to bring clients home 
with her, because many tempted her to do just that.

Equally meaningful to her was the community she built with 
colleagues, volunteers, board members, and donors.. She often 
speaks of the camaraderie and care that grew from mission-driven 
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Marjie was just the 
right leader at just the 
right time to hold the 
vision for, and begin 
building, Generations 
Ahead. She has been 
a model for us all for 
what it looks like to 
walk alongside young 
parents, surround 
them with community, 
and provide steady, 
reliable support 
through all the joys 
and challenges they 
face. Our Generations 
Ahead families and 
our community are 
stronger and more 
resilient because of 
her leadership.

ALISON METIVA



work. In a field where the work can be heavy, Marjie helped foster 
a culture of connection, support, and genuine joy, making even the 
hardest moments feel meaningful and rewarding through a shared 
sense of team.

Those who know Marjie often call her a force, not because she leads 
loudly, but because she leads with quiet confidence, deep values, 
and trust in her team. She doesn’t command a room; she creates 
space. She opens doors, holds them steady, and ensures others can 
walk through, no matter how many tries it takes.

Marjie’s career reflects a lifelong commitment to women’s and 
children’s health, with leadership roles in public health, education, 
and community service throughout the Grand Traverse area and 
beyond. She and her husband, Roger Gerstle, have called Traverse 
City home since 1994, raising three daughters who now live across 
the country. In retirement, Marjie looks forward to something simple 
and profound: time with family, friends, and creative pursuits like 
clay, French, and maybe even piano.

As Generations Ahead moves forward, Marjie’s influence remains 
woven into its culture and mission, in the systems she built, the leaders 
she empowered, and the countless young parents who were met with 
patience, compassion, and belief when they needed it most.

A quiet force, a trusted friend, and a humble leader, Marjie leaves 
Generations Ahead stronger, wiser, and ready for what comes next.

Marjie is one of the most genuine, ethical, purpose driven 
leaders I have ever known. She is both a visionary leader 
and a capable manager. Marjie has been an unwavering 
advocate for our clients and this organization. It has 
been my honor to work with her over the last eight years.

MARSHA SMITH

Marjie exemplifies 
the very best of 
mentorship: she listens 
with intention, leads 
with compassion, and 
gives credit freely while 
carrying her wisdom 
with humility. As she 
retires, she leaves 
behind not just a legacy 
of excellence, but a 
community shaped by 
her care and friendship.

LAUREN BRANDSTATTER



Scan the QR 
code to learn 
more about us 
and how you 
can get involved

3962 3 Mile Rd N 

Traverse City, MI 49686
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