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Forward

Tom Duck and Harry (a pig) reside at Cow Manor, the home of African American
farmers Al and Ellie MacDonald, a short hop as the duck flies from the hamlet of
Gozaimasu, Ohio. Harry was born on the farm and has never traveled other than to
the nearby town, but he has a broader, if questionable, world view gleaned from the
Southern Ohio Bugle and radio and television broadcasts captured on the
MacDonalds’ front porch. Tom, a former resident of New York City, has fled the rat
race to find relief in this pastoral setting. Although content with his new life, he
thinks an exploration of the nearby lake and its environs would be educational for
him and his porcine pal. The ensuing adventure with its unforeseen events and
unusual acquaintances, sometimes bordering on the bizarre, proves enlightening, if
not life changing, for both of them.

If the plot seems to be unscripted and the drawings look like they were executed on
the cartoonist’s lap while commuting by public transportation, you are correct.
Although originally drafted in 2004 and 2005, the adventure was not completely
posted for twenty years, in May 2025, which may be an auspicious way to let us know
that things could always be worse.






Day 1 - On the Road Again

Tom beguiles Harry with talk of the Northern Lights, convincing
him to set out cross continent to Alaska, provisioned only with
his poke and pole.



5halup

oM, THE
WEATHERMAN
SAMD WE CAN SEE

w}ﬁ,ﬁ;"ﬁ’gs COLLIDE WITH OXYGEN AND NITROGEN
SNICE W ARHILEL.] \  ATOMS, WHICH THEN EMIT RED, 6REEN,

WHAT 15 1T7

THL NORTHERN LIGHTS, HARRY...
A GLow IN T UPPER. ATMOSPHERT CAULLD
WHEN PARTICLES FoM THE SOLAR WIND

OR BLVE PHOTONS pS THEY CHANGE
ELECTRON S$TATES

YOURE MAKING
THAT vP!

NO, THEY RE REAL
[ AND THEYRE REALLY
BEAUTIFUL, BUT
THEY'RE BEST SEEN (N
ALASKA, (N THE
DARK OF WINTER

ARE THEY '
DANGEROUS?

ONLY (F You &6¢7T
FROSTBITE WHILE
WATCHWNG “THEM

('LL STICK
WITH WARM

NeH)



You kniew, TOM, “TMAT WAS YEARS
UM NOT SUREZ \'VE AGO, YARRY...
RECOVERED FROM THE | \WE N2ED To STEP
LAST ONE,YET A OUT OF OUR. COMFORT
ZONE, AGAIV

HARRY, L THINK (T%
TIME FOR, ANOTHER
AOVENTURE

£|30h2

y SURE, BUT ITLL
TAKE VS ALl
SUMMER To GET |

You ASKEP ARVT THE
NORTHERN LLGHTS...
LETs Go sEE THEM
CoR. OURSE(VES/




Tom, How
CAN WE OVTFIT
DURSELVES
FOR ATRIP TO
ALARSKA?

WWAT'D

WE TAKE

LAST TUNE,
WARRY 7

vO:

sf31jia

MY Polz AND
MY Pokke

NOT TO MENTION

THE GOOD SHIP
ROB'T E.LEAK AND
TWQ STOWAWAY RATS




BUT How wiLl
WE MAKE IT
ALl THE wAY
T0 ALASKA?

"WE HAVE ALWAYS

|  DEPENDED ON
THE KINDNESS OF

STRANGERS

1’ NOT SURE THAT
STREETCAR 1S STILL
RUNNING, TOM _/
7 TWHERE THERE'S A

W{LL, THERE'S A wAY'
HARRY y

0K, PM CONVINGD BY
YOUR DUCKRBILL PLATITUDES,
AND, LOOK, THERE'S EVEN A
S1GN... THE NORTH STAR!

THAT'S A PLANE OUT
OF (oLUMBLS, |

BUT MAYRE (T'S
ALASKA AIRLINES



0K, TOM, I'M ReADY

To ALASKA,WITH

MY STASH 0F

FREELE: DRIEY
SWilL

AND Tig POKE,
£H, HARRY?

S0, WE. FOLLOW THE SUN
WEST AND THE STARS

NORTH TO THE LAND OF THE
NORTHERN LIGHTS!

7 Mg

ACTUALLY, we'LL
START BY FOLLOWING
HARD SCRABBLE ROAD TO
THE H\GHWARY



3 vaLDERSE

Qﬁ“—“ ’ )
R
N oo Q \/hL‘DERM“’ i
ANY GooDG , zmw
VELLIN e
EGRSGS' oMY fuese's A;.:JYMS VA
| "THE HA
WANDERER),

HARRY




WOW, oniok 8l¢!
THEN we MUST 84
NCAR CINCINNKTT(

We'RE STILL
IN SCi0TO

COUNTY

NEAR THE
HIGHWAY,
AT LEAST

WE'VE BEEN TRAVELING
A LONG TIME, TOM...

WE MUST BE NEARING
THE MISSISsIPPL RWER
BY Now

ACTUALLY) HARRY,
WERT STILL N
OHID

STILL oN

LEFT THE

6scfir DRINEWAY?



1+ WE HaVE TO WALK TUE
WHOLE WAY, WE WoN'T MAKE
IT T0 ALASKA BEFORE THE
SNIW FLIES, WILLWE?

AT 20 MILSR A DY WED
ONLY GET TO SoMWHERE
NEAR CARDSTOW BY EaLL

ALBERTA'S 1N )
CANADA

WHAT SECOND

HEY, | KNOW THE. WORPS TO THT
VERSE?!

CRNBDIAN NATIONAL RNTHEM,

WHERE. PID
You LearN ABOUT
HOBO-ING, ToM?

BUT HE RODE
ONTOP
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56 How DO WE
KNOW WHICH TRAW
OR, WHICH BOXCAR 1§
GOING WHERE?

TO $6ME EXTENT ITS
LK, BUT WE AL3O WATCH
THE SUN, MOON), STARS,

AND TERRAIN TO ElsuRt
WHERE We'RE GOING

T —
efisfn —=—

1SH'T THIS \LLEGAL?

ONLY Ror HUMAYS BUT
IT 1S DANGEROUS

MAYBE W CAN FIND
A NICE, SMELLY cATTie CAR

& WikE REBL LVLKY




GRAS YoUR TOLE, HARRY .,
TRAIN'S 70PPING AND (TS
TIME To FiND A PLACE To
SPEND THE NIGHT
WHY OoNT WE

JUST SLEEP WHWLE
WE TRAVEL, ToM?

WITHoUT CONTDNUALD

MOMITORING, WE. couL
END UP ANYWHIRE 50, WHERE
ARE WE?

Goop
ussnoN

a/ujia
Sv8 for. 6f(4/12



WERE'S A SHELTERED
SPAT BETWEEN THE TRACKS
AND THE RIVER YO SPEND
IN_THE NIGUT, ToM L
L d
-4

K255

600D WORIK ) AARRY
YoU'LL MAWS A
HOBO, e

12

0, EAR INTO THE § ¥ W?_)@:

FARST MIGHT
ON THE ROAD..,

AND THERE WE CANV ™
SEE THE WORLD FAMOUS
CoRrN PALACE

SR D g i L T
R e

i ot gy~ 4 W Lt 2

f 74 o T

B

"



Day 2 - Into the Storm

This day’s train ride carries our travelers straight into an
ominous line of thunderstorms fraught with precarious

possibilities and engendering a dramatic rescue, all prior to the
fall of night.
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MORNING, TOM...
NOTHING L\KE A RUSTY TIN
CAN FULL 0F RZONSTITUTED
FREEZE-DRIED SWILL
10 START THE DAY

GWEN MY LNATE ALULNMIIT WitH
TAE ERRTH'S MAGNETICFILD Avp
BASED ON THE AZIMVTA AND DELCLANATLON
0F TAL SUN, PLUS A LATTLE RELP ERoM
A SIEN IS THE TRAINYARD, 1'D SAY
GREENSBURG, INDIANA

VLL TAKE YOuR
WORD FOR. 1T, HARRY,
AND sTILIK To FRESH
PALKLD QRN

ANY \DEA
WHERE W,
ARL?

14



S0 THIS 15 INDIANA/
KANDA LOOKS LAKE 0HIO
BUT A LOT FLATTER

WHILE WERE HERE \N
GREENSBURG, WE CAN SCE

K&

g THE PAMOVS TREE ON THE
O - . COVRTHOUSE. ROGF ...
o> GET VSED 1O i O AND | CAN INVESTISATE
\ A LoT FLATTER ke P QUESTION ABOUT (T
P T N

B

sz-qtz

15



HaW THE TREE
GETS WATER,

m L WAS LINDERNSG
- o

1T'S GoWle
0 BE A LONG,
TR

IN THE CLOCK,
aF COURSE

CorRy, oL PAL,
THAT JOKES
PROBABLY FROM
1570 WHed TvE

TREE FIRST

GETTING
APPEARED 1 bLDER BY THE

16



THAT WAS PRETTY
AMALING, TOM...
ANY OTHER SITES
LIKE THAT
NEARBY?

WE'RE WITHIN
TWENTY-FIVE MILES
OF THE WORLD'S
LARGEST TOILET

UH... DESPITE THE
TEMPTATION, SOMEHOW
| THINK WE NEED TO
MOVE ON

THAT'S
THE PULL OF
THE MAGNETIC
NORTH,
HARRY

ZINCE IT'S CRUCIAL WE 6
70 ALASKA BEFORE IT GETS TOO
COLD, HARRY, we'RE GONNA
MIS5 A LOT OF SITES
ALONG THE WAY

I KNOW, TOM,
BUT LET'S TRY TO

SEE THE CORN
PALACE

SURE., 0L BUDDY

17



THESE CURVES YOV
CAN SEE WHERE THE
TRACKS COME
TOGETHER

THAT’S VANISHING-POINT-
ON-HORIZON, HARRY, THE
WORLD'S MOST ELUSIVE
DESTINATION, SERVICED BY
THE LONGEST HIGHWAY,

FRONTAGE ROAD  _
é/i‘) iz
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t WONDER IF THASE
STORM CLOUDS Wikl
HIT GOZAIMALY, BUT
HEN, L WONDER. WHEN
WE'LL GET BAK
TO GOZAIMASY,,,

oL PAL, wE'cL
GET BACK WITH
TALES 7O TELL

7

By i?// @
[ Whoa, oM, T'\ NO WEATHER
Pi&; BUT THAT'S AN OMINOUS

LINE OF STORM cLOVDS
QUT TUERE

YOU'RE RIGHT, HARRY...
LeoK 0VT, ORIO, AND
POINTS EAST/

19



whs ABOVT |}
WMRLE A MULE
BawAY

m-fmw\mm&ﬁ TRAVELS
SO MULH SLOWER TVAN THE LAGHTNING
FLASH, You CAN FIGURE THE DISTANCE
BY COUNTING THE TIME BETWEEA

THEM, FIVE SECONDS PeR MLE

THEN Y3V o't
SEE.OR HEAR P THING..,
FoREVER

20



LooK AT ALLTHE
LisnTrud&!

GoT DAY &,
PRETTY EAST... 1T

21



THE STORMS ARE PAST...
1'LL BE GLAD TO STOP
FOR. THE NIGHT

TOM, THIS LOdKS
LIKE A BOMB
WENT oFF(

YOV DIDT!
ARE YOUALL
RIGH
=

22



THE STORM PROBABLY HIT
HERE HALF A DAY AGD

Hol LOVGYDUNNO,
WERE YOU JWAS ASLEEP
UNDER | WHENIT

I'M BECCA... | DON'T
KNOW WHY YOU BOYS ARE
Here IN INDIANA, BUT YOU
SURE SAVED MY BACON!
00PS... SORRY, PG

1 -— “ J ‘.
QN 1 THINK (T'S TIME
AL WE GET SOME REST...
A (T's BEEN A LONG DAY




Day 3 - The Rat Bat Underground

The road-trip crew starts to expand while encountering new
dangers and pitfalls.
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P s CoULD YoU VSE D,
ANOTRER, comPAN(oN’:I v HOPEFULLY,
S0 THATS BESIDES, Now THAT YOUNE | AR 10 Btk WE gg.; NTY
OUR STORY... SPANEY MY LIFE, L NP TO /1 'you 1o Yo N&,NG

| WHAT ABOVT USeo

TEW... OUT To
$€E THE WORLY,
| GUESS

RETURN THE FAVOR

25
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RERE'S A -
BORCAR NEWLN
ARIIVED FROM
THE EAST

OF THIS MORNING'S
SOUTHERN ONI10 BUGLE |




OH,YEAK. .. SoRRY! | T WAS A
MASSIVE DERECHD, FROM 1OWA TO
THE ATLBNTIC... LOCALLY, ABST 1000
ARE WITHOUT POWER , SOME HOMES
DAMAGED, SOME FLOODING ...

Wwow ! TUE PIGS Bozo
18 THE PARTICLE THAT
HOLDS THE ENTIRE

UNWERSE ToGETHER)

TuaT's HIGES BOSOR,
AnD WHAT ABUT
YESTERDAYS STORMT

YEAH,.. 50 WHERE.
ARE WE, ToMmT

NOT SURE, HARRY,
BUT WE'RE MAKING
GooP TIME!

FARMER. MAC
HAs BACK-LP

27



THE HOURS
ARD tMLES
ROLL Y.\

28




oY

ANY IDEA “CITY A gRanARY, \\(WECOULD BE
WHERE WE \ HARRY, WHERE | HERE @UITE
BECCAD ) GRAIN 15 STORE) | AWHILE. WITH
FOR SRIPPING /|ALLTHE PALLETS

(AN

WHAT'S WRONG;
Bov? SMELL

RACOONS?
(

W

{

: g T e \/}
n)“/cr UHOM, \\\“ ~
N T MRYBE WED 7
¢ BETTER MOVE' K|
| EARTUER NTO, 17T
N “THECORM sty

U7 BEGA.LL

\\Y ‘\' \LET'S GO ]
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I'M RIGHT 851D
You, HARR Y/
I'VE GOT ME/




L_E GO, /
BoY, THEY'Re § /I

WE EELLINTO A
CAVE. .. TECHWCALLY
SPEAKWG, A SINK

L ——

““Psst, oM/
i TMi(lE WAS A CAVE. 1N \
- ‘, ooa LAST ADVENTURE ... '
\Zo' WHAT GIVES? ,’

B

/“HE WAS RECENTLY ™
!"IN MARK TWAIN'S CAVE IN 1
|HANN|BﬂL MISSOURI, F\NDH

} GUESS HE FORGOT ABOUT,

Se LASTTIME  _»7

N —————

Au.‘mw G5
CONSIDERED,
WE'RE GREAT!

31
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WE CAN MAKE A
10RCH FROM THESE
OLD CORN HUSKS

THERE MUST
BE ANOTHER eNTRANCE
ZAUSE AIR'S Comwe
UPTHIS SHAFT

C'MoN, KPS

SHY,HELLS % b

wERE COMING
INTO A BIG
OPENINGTIM

COLLAPSED

1T's A BREAK DownN
RO0M, HARRY, WHERE
THE CE\LING HAS

THE BATS 0N
Tag. cerLNG!

D A sl? A
7 DID THEY \\;)
‘Se‘( 'TOM,N\WU
Rl \:\F.’ER,_Y"/!/”\ 1\

— ~
( WHO'S TYE
(\ CHICKT




SO WHY BRE
vou GOING TO [FoR CLEAR DARK

ORTHERN W\NTER

NIGHUTS TO SEE
TUE AURORAS

ARETUERE.
BATS IN L
ALASKA?

MOSTLY IV
THE SOUTHEAST
PANHANDLE

D> oMEONE
MENTION
COOKINGY

THE SUMMER. | NIGHTS ARE. | LOSE
| A SITUATION

33



34

SO, WHAT BRINGS
THE GREAT TOM
AND HARRY AND
THE(R FRIEWD BELR
TO OUR YWMBLL
chVNE?

8(a[vz-

WE WERE BEING
CHASED BY A
GUARD D06 AT
THE GRANARY
AND FEW INTo
A SINKHOLE

YoU JuS'T
DROPPED
(N, ER?

"M HAVING
SECOND THOUGHTS
AROVT THIS ‘HoLE'
THING ...



OK, GUYS, THE COAST IS
CLEAR AND BoXCAR, SIX
HAS PALLETS LABLLED
AS FAR AWAY Ag SOUTH
DAKOTA...

BAK T0 [
THE GRANARY |
S0, WHAT DO Yo Y 7
THINK, BATKA? /

WANT T0 JOIN THE
CORPS oF DisCOVERY'?

\
N}

s

V THINK
oV MRY
BE THE
BATTIEST
LEWLS AND
CZLARK AND

BRING THE

BOYS, BECA,
o AND l‘LL
TAKE \oU

To ™y,
89/

ASY ExLT

PP g3
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ONCE AGAIN, OUR.
(NEWLY € ¥paNDED)
BAND OF INTRZP)D
EXPLORERS 1S 0N LTS
Wit WEST AND NORTH...

{..AND ALL KINDS OF
Fuier BUGS Blow
IN THE DooR

36

v
4 ¥~ |F You ALL Don'T
AT MIND; I'M GOWNG
N

TOrAkE A BRAT
NAP FOR AWHILE

A

V) 7
Sl

/ |
7 s

7]

Fy /’l///'/

7D J'M TEACKING
Y /s *’ C(\wow )\ HARRY Ha TO BRAWD
f iy CORN STALKS INTo

NEW PoLE

I'M 6OWG
ToPSIDL TO 64T
6UR BEARINGS




} OH,BeAUTIFUL POR
SPACIDUS SKIES,

FOR AMBER WAVES OF...
HMMeH, THE WAVES ARE
LOOKING TO0O AMBER,
MORE. LIKE BURNT

37



38

50,Tom, /E THE DROVGHTS
AS BAD AS YoU SAY, WHATS IT
MEAN FOR Fap NEXT YEAR?

GOOD QUESTION, HARRY , -,
SINCE CoRN 1S SO (MPIRTANST,
DON'T EXPELCT AS MUCH HIGH
CRULCTOSE RN STYRUP (N
NOUR SWLC, Fr STARTERS

ﬁ

[T KINDA

HAS 1T BEEN LIKE
THAT THE WHolL
TIME, BECLAT &7



GEE ,ToM, 1S ALL
OF THE MIDWEST
PARCHED CorN
AND SOYBEANS?

SEEMS THAT
WAY, HARRY,

DoESN’T IT?

THE BRIADBASKET
OF THE COUNTRY, THE
MIDWLKT S ALSO HOME
T0 MASOR C(TIES...

Y‘EAH! LIKE GREENSBURG,

INDLANA

LIKE CHICALD, INDLANAPOLLS,
SAINT LOULS, AND DES MOINES

IT'S EASIER
T0 DRAW FIELDS

39
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U}
CROSSING AT SABULA,
TOwA'S ONLY ISLAND

V,
MISSISSIPPL 71 :
P HARRY, WE'RE

.7 ToM, WHY'D THEY BUILD ON
=\ SUCH A SMALL ISLAND?

IT WASN'T AN [SLAND, BECCA,
UNTIL THE. 1930s, WUEN THE ARMY
CORPS OF BNGINEERS BUILT A LOCK

AND DAM DOWNSTREAM




¥ 600D NEWS, HARRY!

¥ WE'RE TAKING THE NORTH
FORK OF THE WYE TOWARD Al

DUBUQUE...

AND TOWARD THE
CORN PALACE!

Map ©2013 MapQuest - Portions 2013 i-cubed
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| DEAR READER, PLEASE EXCUSE THIS wreaupﬂow:l

TOM, I'VE HEARD THAT
ACORDING ™ THE
MAYAN CALENDAR,
THE WORLD Wil
END THIS YEAR!

\F YOU'RE ASKING
WHRT | THINK,
| ESCHEN

SLUATOLOGY.

GESUNDHE| T !

WHERE'S
NOAH WEBSTER
WKEN WE
NEED HIM7

Hevt Can THey LSE
TUAT KINYD OF LANGUAGS.

W A FAMILY STR(P?,

"What we have here is a failure to excommunicate."

AS YOU CAN SEE, DEAR READER, THIS CARTOON WAS ORIGINALLY DRAWN IN 2012, THE ONCE AND FUTURE YEAR ON WHICH
THE MAYAN CALENDAR STOPPED. IT HAS BEEN ASSUMED THAT THIS SIGNALLED THE END OF THE WORLD. SINCE APARENTLY
THAT DIDN’T HAPPEN. HOWEVER, THERE IS ANOTHER EXPLANATION: SINCE THE CALENDAR IS A GLYPHIC OBJECT, THEY RAN
OUT OF BIG FLAT ROUND STONES. THERE IS A SIMILAR EXPLANATION FOR WHY STONEHENGE IN ENGLAND WAS ABOANDONED:
WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME, IT BECAME TOO DIFFICULT TO ROTATE THE STRUCTURE AN HOUR
FORWARD AND AN HOUR BACK EACH YEAR.

42



=\l ) N7
= = ;0’ 7)’/" //J 7 = ’ZMA%\/
.’\/‘:{ v /:%

49 1T's EVENING, FOLKS,
, ,’ BUT W(TH PALLETS ONBOARD
' BOUND FOR SOVTH DAKOTA, T
qfrea | vk weke 6k To TRAVEL

THROVE6H THE NAGHT

T'LL KEEP A
RATWHATCH

43



Day 4 - The Corn Palace

A big question hangs in the air, not “Will they make it to
Alaska?” but “Will they make it to the Corn Palace?”

Spoiler alert: If you read the name of this chapter, they
apparently do.

44



0K, ERotA WHAT | coVLD SEE, WE'RE
(N SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA NEAR PIPESTONE,
A FewW HOURS EROM THE corN PALACE, AN JHOWDID You

. _ GET SUCH A
325 MILES FROM WALL, S0UTH DAKOTA /oot 2™ o

\ ON AN OBSCURE PLACE
_ LIKE walL; $D?

IT WAS EASY... . 0 0‘257|

| SAW A BILLBOARD EVERB\?%RT kﬁows

FOR WALLDRUG | waLL, $D, HOME

OVER ON THE ; '
INTERSTATE /N\CF WALLDRUG!

IS EVERYONE
ELSE HERE
CRAZY... ORIS
IT JUST ME?

45



SKRE-E-E-BLE,,. k7] —

WERE
SToOPPING...

WEVESDPPED!
s

46



TIME PASSES SLOWLY IN A
BOXCAR ON A RAILROAD SIDING

50 \T SCARED ME. AS
ALITTLE PIGLET WHEN
MY MM SANG ALONG
CAME A BLACKBIRD
AND NIPPED 0FF HER
NOSE...

YeAR] AND WHAT
ABOUT MARY'S
STALKER LAMB?

OR MISS MUFFET'S
I ARACHNVAPHOBIA? SPIDERS ARE
A GOOD SOURCE OF PROTE\N,
JUST LIKE CURDS AND WHEY

MENTION
BAKING THEM
N A PIE!




WWK WE'RE MOVING

''''' AGANT .. BUT
WE WON'T GETTD
THE CORN PALACE
MTILEVENING, TOM...

U3 SOME COVER

48

THE CORN PALACE, AT LAST,
AUD AT NIGHT, NO LESS, .

T eAn HARDLY WA(T! MOST THINGS

= & da s
™ ITCI HE.LL
SOUTH TAKBTA

YoP. |5254.
BUT WHD'S COUNTINGE?

q)a)2



(O Bot, oM Bty
ON Bl OH,.-
—4™
O

LADIES AND T
GENTLEPIG, THE SO
CORN PALACE,

AT NIGHT

South Dakota's Corn
Palace
This is how the Corn
Palace looked the year
pictured above,
by Laura Michaels
MotorHome.com
August 3, 2012
http://wvav.motorhome.com/

motorhome- travel/south-
dakotas-comn-palace/
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TAFTER COME TIME AND WITH
GREAT RELULTANCE,

OUR TRAVELERS BID THE
CORN PALACE ADILY AND

RETURN TD THE OPEN

ROAD,,. OR RAILS

GEE, TOM, AFTEQR THAT
Do WE. STILLNEED TO
SEE THE NORTHERN /-

((3 LAGHTS?
‘)‘)25‘]“%

HEY, TOM, | THE DROUSHT 1550
BAD, WlLL THEY HAVE ENOUGH CORN
FOR NEXT YEARS MURALS?
/U TRINK SO HARRY, BUT IN
A PAST DROUGHT, THEY DD

KEEP THE SAME MURALS
FOR TWO YEARS




WHAT NEXT, THE BUFFALO PLAWNS  WALL
CAP'N QUAUK? |DRUG, THE BADLANDS, THE BLACK

: HILLS, MU RUSHMORE, RAPID ity
(THE BEAM oFTHE MIDREST),,.

IN OUR \\\WDS’
EYES, BECCA

WE CAW'T SEE
ALL THAT, CAN

WE , BATKA?

['LL WATCH WHERE:
WE'RE HEADING

51



Day 5 - Devil’s Tower and Beyond

The dawn’s early light reveals Mato Tipila (Bear Lodge),
otherwise known as Devil’s Tower, on the plains of the buffalo,
as our adventurers continue westward and northward.
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|

BY THE DAWN'S EARLY LIGHT... I

WASN'T THERE A CLOSE
ENCOUNTER WITH A
RAILCAR HAZMAT SPILL
HERE, ONCE?

TOWER, BECCA.. )
WE'RE NEAR THE WYOMING-
MONTANA BORDER...
YOU'D BETTER WAKE
THE BOYS T T T
ITLOOKS L

JUST LIKE THE OLD
POSTAGE STAMP!
THANKS, GIRLS!
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SIOUX-ED 1/ 50,WJE LEFT SOUTH THATS \
DAKOTA BEHIND... ABIT |
WHAT ABDUT NORTH /| 100 FAR

DAKOTA? \TD 6-0/’
—

Wt T FAR FRaM, N
HERE, GENERAL CUSTER *“;}HM\\

MADE HIS LAST STAND,.. SPEAK\NG OF

SUED -
C"Rv WHAT'S A = .
A CLATM
\ ONTORT? yenist A

DEFENDANT

WHAT ABOUT A
COUNTER SUIT?

tof2fr2 -Tr.jﬂ@é@ﬁmq
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- T
47 WARRY THESE WULS
" AND COULEES WERE ONCE —
TVE RANGE OF COUNTLESS } 5 OH, GINE ME. A HOME
RBUEFALO / WHERE THE BUFEALO RORM..,
AND 1'LL NEVER GO aﬁ
BAREEOUT AGAIN

WHERE'D You
LEARN TURT?

TVE GOT A SONG...
D1 RIDE AN OLD PAINT
AN' | LerD pad OLD DAM,
1M GoiN' 1o MONTANA
TO Theow TH HOOL\HAN:

————

ARE ‘YOU SURE
You CAN BNEN LIET
THE HOOLIVAN,
Vil BUDBY ?

FRRMER MAL
RO A BEN CRANE
ALBUM

15[16/t2g ) L,
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P

“LIKE LEWIS AND LLARK WELL .
SEE “MOUNTAING BEYOMND MOINTINS..,

witL WE
GO THROUGH

THE ROCKIES
7\ ONYTHE WAy

“SNOW-CAPPED PEAKS, GLACIERS BHD (CE
TIEDS, MIGHTY RIVERS AND GREAT FALLS"

PERFECT, TG 15 A BIG DAYTY-DAY,
. BECCA,’ COWNTRY, ToM, WITHLOTS FUERYONE
HOW S ThE. BOTH OUT THE OF DIFFERENT PEOPLE,

I
ViEw, BOYS? lsm 7 —
\ N = T v MEA N\

-,

CVER{ONE 'S NOT | Tamen
” LIKE US, THANK
awuess FOR
'OUR MINDS / —gf \ THAT

i
~—10j4l



< - &@M*-Aw = = f

N
iﬁ'(

MONTANA'S BIGGER %
7 JTHREE TIMES,
Tmm OnIo, ISN'T T/ J * oy LEAST
e}

WE BATS GCCUPY A
\\IM\OF NEGATIVE SPACE

THEN | NEVER

“BEF T THINK (N SPANISH
et HT(OME' sert | e MONTARNA MEANS MOUNTAW.
W/ AND 175 PRETTY /[ reaveLUNG, KEEP LookiNE- WEST AND BEFORE
O PLAT THeRe. - WE'LL AL WKW LONG Well SEE THE ROCKIES
= S WAT 1 OUR MOUNTAINS
’ ! AND MolE.

ONCESAW A HILLS, PRETTY
MOUND

&'_E_L«L_
. [

“

=

| FEEL LIKE HARRY
WAITING-TO SEE THE
CORN PALACE!
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A HORSE OR A

CHICKEN?

With apologies and thanks to the Marx Brothers and Duck Saup\



TOM AND | HAVE
NEVER SEEN ONE
E\THER, EXCEPT
ON TV or 10 A

BOOK, BUT \ BET
THEY'RE SpeELL
AS swiLbt

IF HILLS ﬁRE.‘\‘Hls -
BEAUT|FUL, MOUNTAINS
MUST BE OVER,

Wi VAR CLBNTA

/-———“‘:___f\_\;:\ e S T

3@
AMERICA!

. 'M GETTING
oW ARE YAT )j

SLEEPY...

D g
L\L':,::/,

T on,
e

(,LN&?\'U" (AN \VE N <;LN&M&(,\_4A\AJ&\)&

’F‘t—i?_:—_'_:‘_:/\ I e
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© & MeoNLIT LANDSCAPE. ...

- THE WESTERN STRAR /.-
wow/ ABOLLIDE I/

| BATKA, GIRL, THIS S THE

TR\P OF A LIFETIME/

LOOK. T THE STARS ! ALL THE
CONSTELATIONS, .. TME GUAWO
BEARER, THE TORCH, BATEOPIA,

FLIING F6X MAJOR, AND MINOR . -.

WHY DOES THE SKY LoOK BIGGER
. HERE THAW 1M ILLINOIS?

"/5/!1

3 ¢ANT You HEAR THE STEEL RA\LS HUMMIN'?
THATS A HoBOX LULLABYE... J)

AND S0, ON
INTO THE
- NIGHT...




Day 6 - Good Night, Irene

A day that starts on an incredible high note, Rocky Mountain
high to be specific, followed by an un-trained low, continues
with more ups and downs across the northern border.
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et

ﬂG’OOb Mor MM
% AMIERICA, WO ARE YA?

WE'RE CTOPPED
O A SIDING...
COME OUT AND
SEE THE

ROCKIES !




WHY DOES EVF;RTHI‘.*:;'?\
FEEL SO mMUCH B]GG‘E“—{Z‘
LHERE THAN (N OHIO?

17 gﬂﬂ‘i% WE JUST

W{fuﬁwm

O FEEL SMALIER

F"LT‘ SMALL N ( FEEL WHEN W
LI ALQE%)‘{ \@A%Kﬁf)l
’ '&\ i/ T — A._.___/
A | / ‘- —= o/
/i+liqéj .«“" L\-L;« = e
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ANDTHER OPEN G (;o/t\:‘”‘
H\DE, 6UYs ! BOXCAR, BUT TS wt}m.:%
SOMEONE 'S LOCKED Now E%EB

COMING !
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HEY, GUYS, THERES
A RAVNCHA TRUCK HEADED

CHEER UR..

THE SwiLL

| THOVSHT
BATS WERE
SUPPOSED TO
Be BLIVD /

NORTH.., LETYS
TAKE IT
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] ! M R EN E/
WELLGME TO
BLACKEOOT
k@ﬁrawwm¥

*“7“—”(\7 0w €AN PUT
~ OF me pown)

?/ = \ NOW -

HOWDY,,.
WE'RE HARRY,




WE DON'T &7 MANY

STRANGERS HERE., AND IF'YOU
SoN'T MIND My SAYING £0, YoU
5UYS LODIK A BT STRANSE

BUT, THEN), WE DON'T €ET
TOO MANY HANDSOME PI§S
OUT OF THE BLUE, EITHER

WELI’] U“ e

ARRY,
PUT ME DoWNer s

| CAOT BREATHE!

DON'T THINK Hp|
CAN, ELTHER

| HOPE \RENE
Kiows How WE
CAN CROSS THE /
BORPER

ALL W GOOD
TINE, BATKA...

 ALL 1N GOSD
TIME]

\ 600D For
HIM!

LOOKS L\KE
HARRY'S SMITTEN
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U MET A GIRL N A TRUCK CAFE,
Tl EELL IN LOVE ALMOST RIGHT AWAY
BUT THE MEELVRY WAS READY TDGO
AND | HAD TO LEAVE HERS :L

% | INCRED\BLE, 'éAT\AA,,.'m )
(N 7 DO You KNow Al THESE OuD SaNgs? =

~/

u{n/h_ XUy THE oMY BY AR ERANZEN

“RACK HOME 1 ILLINOIS, WE HAD A SMALL AWM, RADIO STAT/OM
OPERATING- 0UT OF A FORMER. GAS STATION ON OUR STRETCH OF
ODRT GG... THE TOWER SUPFORTS WERE SUNK Dce (MTO

A THE GROWD, AND ONE PENCTRATED OUR CAVERN . r

) THE SIENAL WAS S0 STRANG IT COULD BRE
HEARD 0N AN OLD scrssh DOOR. THAT
HAD FALLEN (TO THE SINKHOLE ... "

s




Wow! THAT EXBLAING A LOT AND
PROVIDES A CLEVER WAY TO INSERT
ALL KINDS OF (NFO AND BACKSTORY
AFTER THE FACT

1 / ‘{-
P @&l
GlRL! i,

Tom! WE'VE G6T
SOME GREAT

‘ MNEwS /
<= YOU'RE |
\ ENGAGED?!

11/11/(1

MAYBE. WE SHOULD START
SCROUNGING U SomE
LATE BREAKFAST
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1L.OOK AT MY MAP,,, IRENES
RESZRVATION TOUCHES TS
RESERVE ACROSS THE BORDLR-AND
THE. CANADIAN PEIGANS UAVE
DUAL. & TIRENSHIP,,,

S0 MY PELPS HAVE
UNLIMITED BORDER,
CROSSING ACCESS 1.

IN FACT, THEY'RE
DR ING THE TRYLK
UP SHoRT LY, So
You'd BeTTER Get
READY... I'LL RYDE
ALONG To SHOW YU
WHERE. O plok VP
YOOR. NEXT R\DE.

NORTH TO
FLASKA,

THAT'S GRENT
BUT WHAT ABSUT
YOU, HARRY?



| NORTH TO CANRDA

1" f2s iz
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/56, IRENE, HoW's THE LIFE 0F mRD TOM .\

A RESERVATION Pl HERE ON - , 5 T e | sPECiALY THE
THE NORTH\’&RN PLAINS? ~ 7 AN {7 T wintERg, BUT TS
, - S5 ALSO BEAUTIFUL

R ) AUD LIBERATING..,

== | ) WOuULDN'T TRADE.

IT FoRr. AN‘{TH(MQ—/
ELSE -

R ——

1\f16f\1,‘ —

72



UK, BECLA, THE RIGHT
apu@g\ IONIS: wik L

- THE GRIZ THINK
ONTHE. LOWTT DOES T

&;‘fﬁfi{
Lyl . y .

MLE& RoLL B‘r?u)
ZHE TG

v J TASTE

HONEY, GRIE 1S SHORT
tor GRIZ2 LY BEAR JOR

jkuw.s_us ARCTOS HORRIBILIS, .,
GESS You DONT HAVE /[ ioee e cAN'T
<

THEM (- (NDIANA OUTRUNS HARRK...

NO TN, BUTCANT
, 1 JUST OUTRUN
THeM?

You'P BETTER

"SPESCIALLY
VE 1M CARRYNG-
Yoo, BECCA |
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A GRIZ CAN HIT 20 MWW PER
HOUR 1N A SHORT DASH”

11} S'/l - -17'4 riy
Drawn from a photograph by George Sanker
https://georgesanker.com

74

7 “EVEN I oV CAULD BIND
NTREE, ANY SELE-
RESPECTING GRIE
THIS FAR NORTH WOULD
= JUST ke 1T oveR”

Drawn from a video image of a grizzly pushing a woman around in a box, apparently
from Japanése game show Sekai No Hatte Madde Itte Q!.

https://metro.co.uk/video/grizzly-bear-pushes-woman-cube-game-clip-1256091/



O WBLL,YES, BUT ONLY BY SEVENTY
MILLION YEARS OR SO y.0
YoV CAN STUL FIND THEIR FOSSILS

AROUND HERE ™

'COURSE,, IF ) WIS DU, L
WOULDN'T WORRY T20 MUCH .
BOVT GRIZ... /yry NEAUSE THIS 1S

— , ALSO DINOSAUR

COUNTRY
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[~ DARE | ASK CURE, HONEY ASK ACTUALLY, THATIS A PAISTAKE,
ANOTHER. QUESTION? Al THE NAME 1S BLACKIEQOT ...

<" WY ARE THE PEOPLE BUT IT% BECAUSE OF THE
CALLED BLACKEEET?

MOCCASING THEY WORE
b U THoUsHT N\ —
» O Yo WeRE §0UNG A [T '
= d TO SAT SOMETHING [yELL, THERE
(1_\;7' ABOUT OIL < 1S THAT, TeO...

JUST KIDDING/
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.1)\3]\1.

WERE APPROACHING
CUSTOMS, BATKA

KT LEAST IT'S STILL
EASY Ta SROSS THE  [goepm, AT LEAST,.
BORDER AS MIGRATORY / WE'LL SEE WHAT

ANVMALS /v HAPPENS ARTER THE.
ELECTION

77
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GRERTINGS,
RYSS, HOW
PAARY PIES,

WELCoMmE.
TO ALBERTA

' CUSTOMS
. DOUANE

\\

7 WHAT'S WRONG
WITH LYTTLE MUSS
CUNSHINE?

e —
SHE RESENTED )
BEING CALLED

ATIG /
\!

O, wWoW! LooK

. THAT'S THE.
AT THAT Bl ROCK!

0Lp CHIEF

THAT'S BECCA



WE'RE HERDING To
A SPOT NEAR THE
RALLHEAD IN ¢ARDSTot
FROM WHERE You ¢l

Hoe A"TRAIN To J@Pﬁ?_

won, THAT WS oNLY A
REW DhYS AGO v BUT
S0 MANY ADVENTURES |

SAY, TOM, WASN'T 1T
CARDSTON WE. WERE.
TALKING RBOUT S0

MANY MiLES AGDT
-/ THATYS RIGHT,

HARRY! | sAD

WE MIGHT GET

THAT FAR,IF
WE WALKED *TIL

VANTER NEW FR\ENDSI

79
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GOODEBYE, IRENE. .
1, HOPE. pUR PATHS Wil | FARE THEE WELL,
CRUEE MGAIN, OR BT | HARRY,.. TARE
LERST oue LETTERS [/ CARE OF YoyRSaLE

- ARD YoUR LITTLE.
HERD:, 700

3

THE CORFS oF
DISCOVERY
CONTINUES NORTH




SNSW7
INTHE
SUMMERY!/ ALL YeAR,.,
YOU DON'T HIVE
TV BACK HOME -
DO (ov?

Tom, WY ARE
TROSE. MOUNTAIN
TOPS WHITET

THEY'RE
SNOW CAPPED
RECCA

\____7/\_/ 7
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IT's EVENING
AGAN BATKA -
DID YouGET ENSUEH |YUP, TOM,..
REST To KEEP /)LL FoLLow
WATCR? THE STARS TO
MAKE SURE WE'RE
TREND ING NORTHWEST

GREAT!I WEILL
CNtCH somE.
SHWWT ENE

I'LL CATCH
SoME. DINNER]
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L—‘,_. , : //—’._—LET'.SSEE,,
i THE NORTH STRR 1S THERE ..
Tw_ MOUNTAING ARE RECEDWG

’Bl\’ To THE (PResST..
*{ufpf WE'RE. CRLGARY BOUND/

3]14]:3

Fanti aNY LUCK WE'LL coTor TrANS PAST JNSPER, UP THROUGH
VELLOWHERD PASS, BY MOUNT ROBSON, PRWNCE GEORGE, vmbsm-toos

BURMS LAKE ... WE COULD MAkE | T TO PRINCE RUPERT AND CATCH THE

ALASKA FERRY,.[ BUT Haw DO YOU 570w AWAY APIG- AMD A RALCOON ON A BONT7"

Map source http://www.photoscanada.com/gallery/british_columbia_photos/map_of_british_columbia_canada?full=1
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ROOM, FOR

oM,
TWO, BATKAT 0% COURSE, T

COULDN'T ZLEEP?

e

ON TUE WATER
HIbWG- A sMaer | NOT 1700

/py paIiND WAS OCCYPIED
" AND tib-sizep [ QVTET

WiTH ROVTE PLANNING

MINE, Too! | THINK WE
COULD HOBO ALL THE WAY
T THE COAST AND THEN
CAtcH THE ALASKA MARINE
N\ HIGHWAY SYSTEM, ..

)

AND
BRAVE

84



DEFIITEL GETTING
FARTHER NORTH..,

PARTICULARLY WHEN FAL|NG

WE'RE. YUB POLARIG
15 HIGHER 1d
THE SKY, clow)

B

THANKS, BATKA! 1TS NVCE
TO CRTLH UP ON THE PaST,

AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE. ...
WHAT ARE. YoUR BLANS?

ToNTENOW W THERELS
ANY FUTURE ¥ A LONE
BAT M ALASIKA, TOM,
BUT 4 EAN'T [MAGINE GOING
BACK To ILLINGLS AND THE
SINKUOLE, EITHER ...

BYTHmf\ THOSE Two FARK RATS
RAT-BRT UNDEEGROUND SAVED BULTHE SEWER RATS FROM
KO WART HAPPEPED \ [£TAguATION BY BSTABLISH NG
WITH DUR STow-AwWAY A THRWING- AERICULTURKL

RATS (N WESTLAKE?™ /| sprrement ouTsing Tow!
THEY EACM MRRRIED A LOCAL
GIRC AND STARTED A FAMILY

5\ = Saiter

* See THE FIRST ADVENTURE 0F ToM DUK AND HARRY' DAY 5

85



86

,

o MRYBE
WwWE SHOULD FIT
IN SoMe
SITESEENG; [
0O .
GOOD |DER...
AN{IWHERE NEAR

LAXE LOUISE OR
ATRRBASCA FALLS

§ THINK

THE TRAN'S
SEE | WE. OME. N MORE EWE

A//

YoU YNoW, BATKA GIRL, TRAT'S
A GOOP QUESTION TOM ASKED. .,
BUT NO SENSE WORRY ING-

ABOUT IT NOW, NOT WHEN T
FEEL. A cONG-CoMIN'ON!

3 On BURY ME NoT
ON THE LONE PRAIRIE

T L were TH' CoYoTES Howl
/\//\ _ ANDTH WIND Blows FREE

S S
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GO THING I'VE
REEN DOING



DUNNO, HARRY,m
L SPOSE 50, pND BY
THE WAY, LET ME TELL.
Yo WHAT BATKA KNIWS
ABCUT OUR L'IL- RAT
BUDDIES [N WESTLARKE

YA KNOW, T, L
WAS ST TRINKING

FROUT GOZAVMASUL,
DO YOU THIN K T HEY
Mg VS THERE ?

I THINK W&
SHoUL ALl
LT A NEHT,

S0 You CAN GET

SOME REST

EVERTONE O ‘
Smmeedy) P TSNS

VT LOOKs Like NO)
ORE'S HURT ON

| GUESS WE'VE GoT
TO FIND ANOTHER
WY NORTH/

89



BATKAOPENS A - . 0 4 A
CONNECTION... B /70 eee a1

90

I'D SAY THE PARKS
SUPPLY TRUCKS,.,
VIA CANMORE.

WHRT [5NDUR NAME?
S\ WHAT IS Yo QUesST?/

v, SO TUAT'S THE

| sIsTERS, HEARY

\_MY CALL...! *(\"»?Eangdﬁ | C/::D 5\19 ;
= IR FYTHON, FrED- | . .
T ey / \ﬂ\ f
(SRR SISTERT? T
TAKE YA ALL THE,
SWB WAYE TO JASPER.




Day 7 - Parcs Cananda

Unbeknownst to our travelers, for the foreseeable future, their
means of transportation will continue to go back and forth
between trucks and trains, even as they progress through
varying circumstances and spectacular landscapes.

91



DAY 7... SOMEWHERE
LOuTH oF CALGARY

J—
AND THEY SAYD
TO TAKE.THE
PARKS SUPPLY
TRUCKS

A

4 IR

WHICH ALSo MEANS
slp)is \THE SCENIC ROUTE?

92

“

SOUNDS
&L TO
ME

10 FLY OR WALK, ..
ﬁ;i\/g OR WADPLL))
TO THE

O\ HIEHIWAY i% j

/" WE JUST Hawe

FEELS GOOp TO
BE. O SOLID
GROUND



3

-’ @0\{0\) . Y 'DUMN\G,'
THINK THERE: MR - A 7 BEech BUT
Moy A (O 7 ibeeTvu
/\ITL%M T = ALL COULD
;;\\_\

§ SURNIVE
ﬂ"”.ﬁ% 3 —

ANY WHERE.
A A\

TomM, DO YoV
THINK THERE MRE
RACCOONS (N ALRGKAT

£\ DUWND, BATKA, BUT

1D BET THEY CouLD
SURMIVE. ANYWHERE

s
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HEY, ToM! THE CauTeRN OHIO

BUGLE WE SAW AFTER THE DERECHO
WAS DATED JUNE 29, €6 (F 1'M RIGHT
TODAY'S THE 4TH OF JULY/

[ TUINK (DU ARE RIGHT, HARRY!
HAPPY JUDERNDENCE DaY

20T WERE 1) CANADA
THEY DON'T HAVE A 4T
of JULY, DO THEV?
CURE THEY DO, (TS TWDAY.,
BUT THEIR BIRTHDNY, CANADA | -

DY) 1S Jur 16T IN SOUTH




IT MAY BE THE
4TH OF JULY, BUT I
DON'T SUSPECT WE'LL SEE
ANY FIREWORKS HERE IN
CANADA. ..

I HEARD
THATII
//T\IOT UNLESS

THERE'S A THUNDERSTORM,
OR SOMETHING UPSETS
BECCA

)

STAND BY
ROCKETS' RED
GLARE...!

I S
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Z .47 =

¢ ’ ok '7“ 3; @Parcsm
) feel Canadd
o ¥
N [ THATS AN AWFULLY 1=
Q. SHORT BOX CAR] /iy m il
s Feserni o i
5 i R ; 4 i ¢ /v‘,\/)

o, BEFORE
TOO LONG...

s L

[

sk
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TRUE. TO THE BATS' INFORMAT ION, THE
NETWORK OF PARCS CANADA TRUCKS
CARRISS OUR LATTLE BAND NORTHWARD

ALONG THE ROCKIES, PAST SOME OF “THE
CROWN JEWELS OF ALBERTA...

Wow! NHERE

-GESUNDHENTE -
WHERE ARE WE?

OK, LAKE LOUISE

OF SUNLIQUT BY THE
ATMOSPHERIC MOLECULES

(T REFLELTS
“HE SkY

THE POLARIZED mmenme)




98

NOW I'VE
SEEN EVERYTHING!!
A FROZEN RIVER OF / g

BLUE ICE! COLUMBIA
ICEFIELD

ONCE AGAIN,
I'M 6LAD WE DIDN'T
STOP TRAVELING WITH
THE CORN PALACE

afrrs
Picture adapted from
hitp:/ /www.tripadvisor.com/LocationPhotoDirectLink-g154911-d186988-i46552175-Columbia_Icefield_Glacier_Adventure-Banff Banff National Park_Alberta.html



” WKEN
RAIN AND

99



WE'RE OMING INTD
/  JASPER, WHERE
WE HOPE TO CATCH
A TRAIN TOWARD
PRINCE GEORG%

AMD ON T
THE CoAST

7 Looks LIKE AN -
; ( OPERN BOXCAR,GUYS, [Cood JOB,

) ‘[i{y’ it \ POINTED WesT! BECCA!
- \ ! )_:'/“w = 7’\—(’77@& GREAT |

‘ ("‘f MAGHT WISION
o ElI PN LT
/;/'/< i )
‘T/Hj’(b-/ '
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HEY, GUYS, THERE'S A
VERY COMFORTABLL PILE
OF MUSTY FUR BLANKETS

OVER HERE ...

L
THANKS, BECCA, BUT lr: Amsgb‘(
I'M S0 TIRED (M gueT Gowe | ASLEl..
o SLEEP SPREPD EAGLE... zZZ

ER, DUCK

101



Day 8 - Their Bear to Cross

Morning finds the Corps of Discovery occupying a rooftop
position with a commanding view of the surrounding, changing
countryside but not of the interior of their boxcar, which is of
far more importance at the moment.
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WELLTAKE THAT
ROOFBOUND RS A YES

THE SUN

RISES ON OUR IS oUR BEAR
WESTBOUND, STILL IN THERE?
TRAVELERS /3

“ /Y0, SMOKEY!
STILL WITH Us?

sfisfis

103



| HOPE. THE. BEAR  \FOR ALL WE KNOW,
[SN'T GOINGTL  JHEMRAYHAVE BEEN
ALARSKA,Too _/VISITING COUSING

7/ HAVE You
CONSIDZRED
ASKING HIM?




WHERE
ARE YoU
GOINGT

M A
HERBIWOERE,,,
ANY OF \ou

NAMED HERB?

HAVEN'T
k%ﬂl\/ﬁb

sfzz/14
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LEY'S FORSET THE BEAR
FOR. A SECOND...

BOY, Tom, RIDING
BOXCARS ACROSS
NORTH AMERICA MAKES
YOU REALIZE JusT How
Bl A cONTINENT
CAN BE/

TO QUSTE
THE PORT, HARRY,
[ “You AIN'T SEEN
NOTHIN YET/

S0 MPMIY HILLS, .
MOUNTMNS BEvonD
MOUNTAINS ..,
AND, ALSD, MUCH

PVE NEVER
SEEN THE SEA...
KVD WHATS A

48514
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WIS VOICE —
1S 100 LOUD J How CP\U A
N BEAR BE THO

THERE'S SOMETHING 3
FISHY AGOUT ouR ) RO
| BEAR A

J UE ECHOES,,.
YM CHECKING

WM ouT
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| THE TRUTHAS

ON A ROLL.., - . | TALG NOEMALLY, ™\
WAKING UP LAKE THIS, BUT THROUGH A |

1N THE DARK ROLLED DAPER COME... <

WHH STRANGERS \ O o

AROUND WAS A BIT - i E 3

0F A SHOCK, 501 O A } f;/(
VSED A TRICK, } . ;
MAMA GRIZ

TAUGUT ME..,

HEY, THAT LooKS
( LIKE. A CopY OF THE
| SOUTHERN OHI0 RUGLL!

=
¢t
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WE'LL HAVE 70
DIG INTO THAT

WHEN wE RETURN
HOME, HARRY

NEWS PRk
HOME...

15 EXCAVATING PETERPAUL MOUND

WOw, ToM{ AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL
TEAM FROM THE OHIO STATE UMVERSITY
NEAR GOZAIMASU...

¥S THAT THE
NOPEWELL OR
ADENA CULTURE?

WHAT
U

“ ABOUT US \
" BACTERIAL{ OA FUNGAL
| LEJG_ES_? 7;7

8/27/14

sl cafe
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WoW, TOM,,,

WE CAN SPEUD ANY

B LISTEN TO THIS/ NVMBER OF STR\PS TUERE'S A NEW,
' INTRODVUCING- OLD ANTI =SoCIAL
JOKES AND BAD PUNS NETWORK CALLED
g Wi, -2 IN-YouR - FACE 800K

110



Yo KNOW, Tom, ) Tom. TS ————— THERE'S AN AD (N THIS

6L SOUTHERN ORID BUG LS

FOR POST SHREDDED WHeAT /AUD YOU' RE
~ \f——————-'“d WONDERWS,, 2 lﬁgcme ] NEVER
------ ARD OF
< COLIMEIA A wELL) S THIE GONG WD ¢ —— N\ sreeoomn s 7] ARGHH, .
QUALIFY AS OUT OF \SOMEwRER&? ) POUBT ) WAIT 4

!—__-

—\-\l/’r’ /

oUT ¢F Tovut
OF JUsT

ToveH HAQR.Y-
,K
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rf OR-, WHAT 1S
- /#OEAR EDITOR-, S

HEY, ToM, : é’ a THE MEANING OF LIFET
GET THIS " “DEAR RLADER , WE CAN'T ﬁNsweR THAT, BUT
WRATS THAT, | W can SAY THAT “WHAT 1S WHAT 1§ THE
HARRYZ / MEANING OF LAFET" 1S THe QUESTION To

; 1{ THE JEOPA%Y ANSWER TS 16 TueE
puu,osopneaf QuesT
rDcm*'r UNDEASTAND ¥

AS 1N "WHAT 15 A
LOG{CAL REACTION™?
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BEFORE. WE RESUME
OUR. ADVENTURE ; A
BRIEF bHRD FRoW OUR

SEONEOR,, BAD BONS..

Yo e NB, 'TG!“!_,
ENGLISH G Be

WSLL, For GYAMEBLE,
whed Do Use.
7UN" AUS WHEN DS

TUNCOVET, AND |
‘PIsLOVER'T,

T

~ WELL , MORE SPECIFICALLY,
WHY DO WE YAVE ‘UNDER

BUT NOT DispeEr'?

OR MORE SPEAFICALLY,
WHY TO | AWAYE LET

MYSELE BE SET UP?
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r—

Tevess X PaRDN

WE'LL Have To pLay| MY ASKING
\T BY EAR.., /BUT DO PULKS
WANE BARS?

SURE, BATKA,
OURTROUPE I
GLITING SO BIG
THIS 1$ BEGINNNG

To LOOK L.lkE
N\ A MUPPLT
MoViE ...

ToM, GNEN ANY
MoRg THOLEWT

ARIUT How W't
68T T ALASKA?

7

Ten, WEVE 6OT
IAMALS AMD
FOWL, S0 MAYEE
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VM THINKING WE
NELD TO TAKE AW

AND I'M ALSO
TUNKING THE
TOO MANY \ cAsciAR, NOT

SHIPMATES
T0 HIDE ON & ALCAN

TAKE THE. ROAD
LESS TRAVELED, EVY

TUKT ENSURES AN
EARLY “FROST

MAKE A
SUGGESTION?

WHITEHORSE
1 THE YUKON,
NG \60 | COULD GET
""X.ﬁ‘?&%v? THERE BY
: EITHER RAUTE,
BUT THE CASSIAR
HAS BIG FLATBED
TRUCKS WE CAN
CLIMB ON
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AMID hLL THIS RIS H LEVEL
Thike, WE NEED TO KEEP 1N
MIND THAT BASIC HUMAN
OR ANTHROPOMORPIIC
ANIMAL EMOTIONS RRE
STIL & FACTOR

| lknow), TOM. .
I GUESS 1'M JUST
FECUING A

LITTLLE €4D

O e — oy

" SGMETIMES
" TRAVEL MAKES vou |
FEELTHAT wRY

e S ——— o

YeAH, ESPEUNALLY

AROUND sUNLOWN
IN AWNEW PLACE



Day 9 - North on the Cassiar

“Proceed north on Highway 37. In four hundred forty-nine
miles, turn left at the stop sign onto the Alaska Highway...”

With the recommendation of their grizzly companion, Tom and
Batka have decided to travel north by way of the Stewart-Cassiar
Highway as the overland alternative to the water route, the
ferries of the Alaska Marine Highway System. The Cassiar,
farther to the west, parallels the north-south stretch of the
normal route, the Alaska Highway.
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ﬁ\,/, 7,

(/ooop MORNING, GUYS AND GALS!
ALL OUT For WITWANGA, THE

N CASIAR. Hlé-KWA‘g‘AND ponNTsS YUK
(7 — ‘ ‘ mm! 7 _N\:)
1\~
7 : » :

[oUR. ERSTWHILE BAND
[ RIDES THE RAILS

| THROUSH THE N(EHT AND
| THE MINITROPOLIS
| OF PRINCE HEORGE
AND MICROTROPOLT OF
VANDERHOOE, BURNS
LAKE, SMITHERS,

AND BEYON D, UNTIL o/

-

2 A NEW DAY, A NEW WaY ?—D
MWD NEW EYES TO SEE THE DAWN
WHAT'S WiTH (ESPECIALLL SINCE M UP ALLE:}L

BATKA BND THE

7 HER CAVE WAS CONNECTED TO
oLy Sonte ; THE BASE OF AN AM OLDES
5\3 Qw& STATION'S BROADCAST TOWER
RS N

6(a[t5 (157 ewNIVERS BRY OB B-DRY) REVISED 4/25/25
* “CARRY ON" BY AND WITH APOLOGIES TO CROSBY, STILLS, NASH, ** AND ESPECIALLY YOUNG

AFTER.TYE
GoLD RUSH™™ 7
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You
D0 O WINGED Y A rrom i/

2 "‘,,,/‘ ANIMALS EVER - SURE\ HES ALWAYS
A\ THINK OF YURSELVES ) WE WORIK MAKING LIGWT oF THINGS ]
.. @:> AS ANTI-GRAVITY | WITH GRANTY L
SOMAINEST e > ((Aren?)
HARRY'S THE -
ANT|-GRAVITY S N
MACIAL &, 7 CASE, ALLTHREL
HARRY P!

OF You ARL!
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WITH ANY LUK T
WOoN'T BE MONTHS
BEFORE TME NEXT

WITH ANY LUK

IN A el DAYS, .. POST NG, o4
BUT WE CoULD GET 73
0 ALASKA, LAGERALY OR. WILL BR
TEN TE WEST ) 4 me ) HOURS BREGRE MY SACK OF

™ ALASKA FReEZE- DRIED SWILL |

RUNS OUT/

ON THE. SPUR
“TO HYDER
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'J £0, MORE. MILES AND
| Miss pF miLes AnD
| MILES... THIS TIMZ
ON Te SACK OF A
TRUCK MAYLANG— WRTER

PIPE UP e CASCIRR-
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HARRY, DID You EVER
HAVE SOMETUING You
WANTED TO TELL
EVERYONE?

OTHER THAN TO UsE
ENGINE BRAKING O
\CE,, BRECCA, I'VE
NEVER HAL ANV THING
PROEOUND TO SHARE....
WHY Do You ASK?

BACK HoME. ()
INDIANA, | THOUGHT
| HAD A LOT TO SAY

BUT NOW

SOWE \ yim NOT 50

/ NOTICED )

THATE A
GREAT LESSON)
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VLL BE GLAD TO GET OFF ! e .
HE, ROAD WHWEN AUTUALLY ) TrgRE'S N\
C—\Twsé FWALLY geT  / ONUY AS MucH RORD THE LESS RORD THE
- SETTLED IN ALASKA AS IN BETTER, VW IT
O VERMONT, ALTUOUGH MEANS STOPPING
=

ALASICA 1S ALMOST SOONER

SEVENTY T(MES
BlGGER

~——

TS STl
MILES AND
MILES ge MILES
AND MILES
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W yvou BoN'T MIND i
asG, WHAT ARE Yoo
PLANNDNS TD B0, ONCE
Yo GETTO

ALASKAT
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> o - - - u S
g i -

7 HARRY AND | SET OUT IN JUNETO
SEE TUE NORTHERN LIGHTS ...

IE You WANT T0 DO AT, You 60 TO
ALASKA IN THE WINTER, SO \WE gTARTED

2 DOWN VARDSCRABBLE ROAD

ARG TUE WAY WE'VE WEATHERED STORM AND
ESCAPED CAPTURE, MADE, NEW FRIENDS, PILKED UP TRAVELLING
COMPANI[ONS, AND SEEN MAGNIRICEINT SIGHTS, BUT WE'VE NEVER
THOUGHT GR WORRIED ABOUT WHAT WE'D DO WHEM WE GaT THERE,
CALLAT FAITH 0R RELYING O DUMER LUCIK, BUT YOU'RE RIGHT...
WE NEED T HAVE A PLAN \N MIND, S0 LETY PLAM
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WELL, FOR STARTERS,

WHERE ARE You PLANNING-
To LWVE, ESPECIALLS

(N TMe WINTERT

SOMEWHERE
RURAL, SCENIC,

R
foln

\ DON'T
SUPPOSE THERE
ARE PNY BATS..]

VTR FRUITS
AND BERRIES, .

ON THE ROAD...
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FOOD (5 NECESSARY
~) [ ALMosT eveey DAY, AvD
1 GATHER(NG Faod (S 03
in, COMPLICATED BY THE Ll
\ WEATHER. .. NOTHING |
1S MOVING, WATER i< ‘
FROZEN, BODY HEAT HAS

TO BE MAINTAINED /

: DESCRIBING-
THe O IPAY ) <vie. MOLIDAY

LIFE, IBERTY, L THINIK THE,
AND THE PURSUIT BEAR JQUST

MADE A

SULLTER MAY Bz MORE

« T ([ PERIcuCT TO OBTAIN ...
M (7 \T HAS TO SriELS You NaT
[ / ONLY FROM THe ELEMENTS,
WHICH WiLL BE FORMIDABLE,

O
| HOPE 3D.., =
BUT ALSO FeoM PREDATORS ? 0R ELSE We'Re
w DE SPERATELT LOOKING FOR %ﬁ"fe& 52 cyuggzx;ﬁ i
| RIGKT, HARRY... 232{;'.::: ;ﬁiﬁﬁ"ﬂ% HoLIPAT NN
FOOD, SHELTER, COMPENSATE. FOR ANY LACK o
\’) 6fra iz \ 2P CLOT“”"“‘ OF THE TUIRD CRITICAL 50 OTUER THAN A LWE
(\A'n, N l’(feM, CLOTHING... ok pEATH LTRICEE TR FSZ’P,
V\I‘( ALLFOVR 0K YD) ARE GOING TO SHELTER, PD WARITA THRODEH &

= NELD SUPPLEMENTAL COVERING, SeEMINGLY ENDLESS WINTER ,THE

THE MURE THE BETTER  WHEREAS W, GOOD NEWS (6 WEAL HAVE L6TS of

GRIZ HAVE THIS B WIRKED OVT,.. OPPORTUN[TIES WO 100K FoR THE
WK QR THICK COATS WD R\BERNATION : NIRTHERN LIGHTS !

L INA coRY CAVE OR Tan), We- PSS
W WITH FEW REQUREMENTS VISHT US AT TOMDUELK SNDHARRY, Lo

OR. 1N PRUSON, WHICHEVER Comes FIRST
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"PLANNING MAY TARRY FOR
THE NIGHT, BUT FATIGUE
COMES BEFORE MORNING"

WE WON'T BORE YOU WITH THE DETAILED DISCUSSION THAT RESULTED IN THE ADOPTION OF A PLAN, WHICH, LIKE ANY PLAN
ABOUT TO BE EXECUTED ACROSS AN UNKNOWN, UNFORGIVING LANDSCAPE, WILL UNDOUBTEDLY NEVER SEE FRUITION.
AFTER ALL, THE CARTOONIST BARELY KNOWS WHAT MAY COME IN THE NEXT STRIP!



Day 10 - Westward in the Yukon

The previous day’s directions, “In one hundred forty-nine miles,
turn left at the stop sign onto the Alaska Highway...” assumes

our roving band can find a ride in the right (meaning left)
direction.

NOTE: The previous drawing of the truck proceeding up the Cassiar at night was the first new
addition to this story in four and a half years. As we proceed west toward Alaska, this
cartoonist still has no idea how, when, or even if they’ll get there, what they’ll do
there, and how and which of them will get back to Gozaimasu. Bear with us, or more
likely the bear soon won’t be with us, as each strip starts with a blank sheet and little

or no premeditation, which has been the story since this adventure started in 2012.
- DM, 4/25/2025
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‘OUR TRAVELERS GET A BIT OF A JOLT |
WHEN THEIR RIDE PULLS INTO THE J
JUNCTION 37 TRUCK STOP WHERE THE /
CASSIAR JOINS THE ALASKA HIGHWAY

OKAY, GORD, WE'LL DO A QUICK
PIT STOP HERE AT THE JUNCTION
AND THEN TURN RIGHT FOR
WATSON LAKE

ROGER THAT,
ROGER... | MEAN

THAT'S IT FOR THIS
TRUCK, GUYS AND GALS...
WE'LL NEED A NEW
RIDE WEST

LET'S SEE IF ANY OF
THOSE CAMPERS ARE
UNLOCKED

FIRST, LET'S
HAVE BREAKFAST

BASED ON GOOGLE MAPS STREET VIEW IMAGES TAKEN JULY 2009 (https://www.google.com/maps) .
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OUR DISPLACED YOYAGEURS TAKE A STEALTHY
LOOK AT THEIR PREVIOUS RIDE AS IT PREPARES
TO TURN EAST, BUT PERHAPS FORTUNE HAS
PRESENTED THEM WITH ANEW OPPORTUNITY
IN ADUMPSTER FULL OF CAST-OFF HOCKEY
UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT

OKAY, FRED,
WE'RE TOPPED
UP AND READY TO ROLL...
HMMM, THERE'S SOME TURKEY /
FEATHERS BACK HERE _

IT'S TIME WE LOOK FOR
ANOTHER TRUCK TO HEAD WEST,
OR AT LEAST SOME FORM OF
TRANSPORT WE CAN SAFELY HIDE
YOU THREE LARGER MAMMALS

THEY'VE GOT
MY NUMBER!

WE MAY NOT
NEED ONE...
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Want More Tom Duck and Harry?

Check out their website, Tom Duck and Harry:
Ohio Gothic (https://tomduckandharry.com),
with additional Tom and Harry features, such
as 150 daily and single-panel strips in A Tom
Duck and Harry Sampler; The First Adventure
of Tom Duck and Harry, 164 graphic pages of
weird, wonderful, and dangerous occurrences;
the history of Gozaimasu, Ohio; and other
comic strip backstory and trivia.

If you want less Tom Duck and Harry, there are major non pig-duck sections,
including the following:

B Our Alaska cartoon books: Too Far B Wacky website policies and other
North and Living Too Far North metadata

B Physics Cartoons for Photonics and B The Marmaduke Files, setting the
Quantum Mechanics record straight on that comic strip

B The Duck Blind, Where Mess-cellany B A Return to the Dark Ages of One
Lurks - odds and ends, mostly odds and One Half Wits Dot Com


https://tomduckandharry.com/










The Critics Rave/Rage about
The First Adventure of Tom Duck and Harry

“A stunning tour de force among graphic novels!... Oh, | thought you were
asking about the latest volume of Bone. In that case, a tour de farce.”
— Rolling Stonehenge

“We waited twenty years for him to finish posting this?!”
— Journal of Idiotology

“Thank goodness comic strips can’t be published on Audible!”
— Audiobooks Review

“The humor and story line are dubious. The artwork looks like it was executed
on the cartoonist’s lap while riding the bus or subway.” [editor’s note: It was]
— Washington Postage Book World

“How come the Rob’t E. Leak keeps changing size?”
— A reader in Ms Finley’s 3" grade class



