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Covers andntroduction from the
First Edition of Too Far North
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“DO YoU THINK SOMEONE'S TRYING TO TELL US SOMETHING?"

A Northern Cartoon Odyssey by David Mudrick

Gakona Junction, Alaska
February 1987

Dear Reader,

My wife, Pat, our five kids, and I arrived in Alaska in August 1986 to experience
a winter in the North. We settled in the Copper River Valley at Gakona Junction, a
few houses and a hotel at the intersection of the Richardson Highway and the Tok
Cutoff. Although jobs and money were in short supply, there was no shortage of
humorous material concerning the verities of life in the North — the road, bush
pilots, dog mushers, hunting and fishing, cabin fever, and the like.

I began "The Bush League” cartoon for the Copper River Country Journal, a
new regional newspaper. Some people thought they were funny, which was all the
encouragement I needed. Soon, I decided to collect some of those cartoons and
others into the present book. | hope you enjoy them.

Sincerely,

DavdWuduck
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Foreword

In the winter of 202122, amidsurges oVvariants ofthe
Covid-19 novel coronavirud,started compiling aew
editionof my 1987bookToo Far North A Northern
Cartoon Odyssetp include updatedcolored versions of the
61 original black-andwhite cartoonglus 25 moremostly
produced after #hbook was publishedThereason fothe
first editionis briefly summarized in th&987fiDear
Readeo letter above | created the cartoormiuring the fall
and winter 0fL986:87 in our small cabin in the tiny
settlement of Gakona Junction, Alaskieawing thenon
notepaper by lantern lightafterPat andbur kids Dan(12),
Sam(10), Ben(7), Mary (4), and Jacolfl) were asleep.

| startedthe cartoons foiThe Copper River Country Journal
a new biweekly local newspaper published by our friends
Linda and Jeremy WeldTheir cabinhouseda large press,
plate maker, and other necessary equipaorg with ther
threeboys twins Matt andLuke (9) and Tinmy (6). Linda

Volume 1, Number 6

Copper River oiwiisic

BOXHOLDER

Country Journal

y 15, 1987

50¢

The Magazine of Copper River Country, Alaska

Bush League...

When computer expert David Mudrick, his wife Pat, and their five child-
ren — Dan, Sam, Ben, Mary, and Jacob — left Virginia and headed north
last summer, they didn’t know what to expect. They found Copper River
Country ... and David’s cartoons and commentary have graced the Coun-

try Journal since its first issue 3 months ago.

did most of thep a p evritidgsand layout, and Jeremy ran

the press.The Journal,which was mailed free to eveone
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of thepostal box holdexin the valley,an area the size of West Virginia with a population of about 2,500,
was funded by adsom local merchants and organizationd/e conceivedtte initial version offoo Far
North asa way to raisedditionalrevenudor our two families It was intended for an Alaskan audience
and for visitors who wanted to take home a more memorable (and humorous) picturthefdifean that
furnished by postcardd/e laid out angbrinted 1,000two-sidedcopiesof each ottheeight1l x 17inch
mastersheets Eachcontaireda differentsutset ofeightof the64 bookpages Theseplus500yellow
cardstocksheetsvith two copies of theovers on eachwerecut, collated,and boundnto bookswith the

aid of family andsomehigh-schootaged friends

To distributebooksbeyondthe shops iGlennallen, we drove tAnchorage anthterBen and | to

Fairbanks, where we soidcombined total 0400 copies to the news services that supplied bookstores

and outlets in those citieg€nroute and on subsequent trips,peeldled he remaining 60 lots of one

copy to a couple dozeno lodges gift shops,andother retagrsalongthe AlaskaRoadSystem and hter,

aswe headed back to Virginia Juneafter the school year enddd,merchants giorts o the Alaska

Marine Highway Other than the news services, which got a volume discount, we sold them at $3.00 per
copy to be fAkeyst on ergtailer(oe dollabdiwhichweénntothe Weldseohetdby t h
us, and onéo whoever sold the copyOur family usedour share of theroceeds to finanadatmonth

long trip home where ousixth child, Jesse, was battre following February When askediater if he was
sorrythathe di dnét $seer Alpd s led sawiithrougllavmmy @s keaar . 0

During thepandemic in 2020 ore than three decadkder,the impetus focoloring the cartooswasthe
We | desudrecingthe Copper River ©untry Journ&online (www.countryjournal2020.cojrito combat
the lack of reliabléenformation about th€ovid-19 pandemidor the Copper RiverValleg§ s r e.si den't
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http://www.countryjournal2020.com/

TheWeldshadstoppedorinting theJournalin 1999 and subsequentthere had beeno similar news
source in the regionl startedsending thenthe reworkedcartoongo add humoiand visial punchto the
website although thegagswer e mekdssarilyany funnier thanvhenin black and white. With the

cartoons updated, weegan talking about publishing a new editio
of Too Far North if and when touris returredto Alaska | started
authoringcommentary othedrawings ad on the rural life they
depicted but we decided it wasnbo
wanting a collection of cartoon$ience, thereation of théook
you are now reading.iving Too Far North Drawing Humor from
a Winter in Alaska It contains all61 oftheoriginal cartoons, now
almost all reworked in colognd?25 not in the book ootherwise
unpublishedthatare alsan thenewToo Far Norh, plus all that
excessive commentaand mordeatures It is written for family
friends,andanyone elsinterested iradifferentlook atoff-season
life in rural Alaska This second editiohas beemesized and
revised a bit fromhe original 2022nline version Now, as then|
hope you find iamusingand informative and maybe even a bit
thought provoking Thanks for being a reader.

T David Mudrick, Reston, VirginiafFebruary2025

Coppright (©) David Mudick, 2020

"You know, that’s a darn good
question.... Just why did I come here
twenty-five vears ago in the first
place?”






Backstory: Why North andWhy in Winter?

Most visitors to Alaska, most

My Arctic Sojourn, 1968 Aert saneones, at leastome to
o Pl Residence the statebetweerlate spring
andearly fallto see its
Thule AFB spectacular scenery,
_ experience itexotichuman
Anchorage and animal life, and
otherwise partakef its
boundless expanses and
opportunities for adventure
They alsarub shoulders and
other exposed body parts
Famonton with the indigenous

Winnipeg population of mosquitoes
Minnespoié but thatdés one o
Bozeman drawbacks We were

@ Sstopping Points

— Air Routes
Resolute Bay

Homer

Our Route to Alaska, 1986,
and Back Home, 1987

jﬁi' Principal Residences

® Some Stopping Points
or Route Markers

Prince
Rupert

Routes

I Outbound
B Return Langley
BN Overlap
=== Ferry

s _ different. We arrived on
g;:lngosat * Washington, DC h
Reston August15" after a month
COUmER - Clouisuile and a half on the road, but

Arches NP

with the intention of



wintering overto experience life there more fullyOne of ourprincipalreasons foheadng north was to

see the Northern Lights, something améess able tdo at more southern latitudes, but not even in Alaska
during the longer daylight hours in summeé#tid-Augustmaybe summer, bua killer frost prior to our
arrival had already killed othe mosquitogsone of theew bonuse®f a winter sojourn.

Nineteenyearsearlier, diring myundergraduate college day$iad beemmuchfarther north more than a
thousand mileabovethe topof Alaska,when | spentthree monthénterning with the US. Weather Bureau

in the CanadiaArctic Archipelago | d i dexpedt tosee the Northern Lightkere for two reasons: We

were close to the magnetic north pole, wherg #re less likely to occugnd,more importantly,tiwas

summer whenthe sun never sefor two or threemonths depending on your latitudeéso, t was still on

my wish list to see thauroraborealis which was only gart ofwhat has beenldelong preoccupation

with the North. From when Wwas a small childl remembemy mothers\ging A Fuzzy Wuzzyo
about a bear who Al ost his c¢cr op i mwasaparked byceparts b a
from such personalities as Lowell Thomas and his son Lowell, Junior, and partibyldtiite Rose, who
worked as a office-furniture salesman for my dad Washington, D.Cwhile stug/ing for his law degree.

In 1957 Mike and his wife Bea,headed to théhenterritory of Alaska, ostensibly for two years, to help it
become a state. They settled in Anchorage and neveodeiming active in the community cistateand
helping to establish the first synagodgnéilaska. Mike served for a term as a state legislatertried to
convince my dad to come to Alaska amdate a market for office supplies and furniture. | remember

some family discussions, and | thiBladwas tempted, but in the end he declined.

When peopléodayhear abouburf a mi | y 6 s vy ewath its scimool yelaranural Alaskh, they ask,
AHow devdrt gloki your wife into that?o0 |l answer, A
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to go there, and she also knew that with our oldest child, &kt to starmiddle school, it was an
opportune time to leave our suburban life for a whihe felt that once he entetadh school, when
peers become so importaittwould be a more difficult transition

Pat and | were seamomads ourselves for the fi@tyeas of our marriage, having movéd timesbefore
ending up for the lagtl (minus our year in thBlorth) in Reston, Virginia We headed outVest a year
afterour 1971 marriagein Wheaton, Marylandn aused orange Dodg&indow van (vhich we christened
AiTr uckOr ang@odi sti ngui s Alicebts fpriocnk uPpdautitkD)oé seftgesice
paying jobs in th®.C. area,ntending to eventually settle in Davis, Californiaftek a coupleof months
meandering westardby way of BostonNew HampshireYermont, Montreal, Quebec Citypronto,

north around Lake Huron and Lake Superior, @rat backo Isle Royale National Palko hopefullyhear
wolves andseemoos@, on to Topeka, and Denveve ended upn Provo, Utah, where Pat had previously
attendedrigham YoungUniversity. We had consideregtopping permanently irural Vermont after
stayingtwo weeks therever spring breakip with Mike Goldfinger,a friend of mine from back home
Mike lived in one room ofan abandoned bobbin milHe worked with wood and eventually produced
museurnquality craft furniture one piece of which was purchased by the Smithsonian

Shortly before our marriag@athadearnedhe final creditsheneeded to graduate from BYy hiking
hundreds of mileacross southern Utdbr a monthwith a youthleadership survival classThehikers

were fed minimum rations, ledoff the land for a couplef days, anctaried only a blanket, canteen, and
anoverthes houl der iomshored flohhe legoBagair ofold blue jeansto hold anything
else Herstash included a pockkhife and smalBible andwas increased wittocks and petrified wood
samples she picked @ong the wayo present to her grandmother on her retw.day they hikeaver
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rocks and ridges, crasdclean and dirty rivera/ith occasional patches gliicksangdand if necessary,

rappelled angcrambéddown steep cliffs. At night they slept under the starapped only irtheir

blankets, sometimes having to break the frost off anything left out damp the night before. For several day:
theystayedn soloisolation each in a different meander along a stréea

I, too, haddone my share ol -equippedcamping as well adow-budgetcrosscountrytraveland hitch
hiking, so v were no strangers to a more Spartan way of Wehad left for theNestpartly becauseur
life in suburban Maryland asbecoming too materigtic and hectic.

In the fallof 1972, a couplef monthsfollowing our arrival in Provandstill two yearsBC (before
childrer), wemoved to a small uninsulatédmecabinabove 7,000 feeton Mount Timpanogs. Timp, as
it is known locally is a 12,00€foot peak in the Wasatch Rang@eminating the skyline north éfrova |
wasthe winter caretaker forJ6 s As pen Gr o ywhichemerated dyringdle sguing,
summer, and fall Wewere there to make sure things were maintained dursngffrseason Once snow
began to fall in earnest, the highway department stopped plowing thelmea&dpine Loop around Timp,
atRobert RBendahae BkiResort, which wamiles of switchbackand 1000 feet of elevation
belowus. Weleff r uc k a pdrkeddhemmvellgne springand had t@rosscountryskiin and out
which Pat diddaily to work at Sundance.

Redford(whomwe occasionally interacted witland his caretakezachhada homewith their familiesnot
far above the parking lot and were @losestpermanenheighbors. We were the highest residence on our

side of the mouiin, about even with the tops of the skirudsar | 'y i n t he fall, #fABoO
staff called him, came up to play tennis with a parmeour court at Aspen Grove. Not certain who he
was, | asked him if he had permission to use th
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Sundance, and thisis[soand so,ma&yhed ney Pol |l ock] . 0 ,thencareteake

That winter was thevorstin 35 years dumping oveB0 feet ofsnow, with sonmetimesas much a8 feet of
new powdewovernight. Over time the snowpacked down into depths &0 or more fegtwhich had to be
removed from the roofs of the summer cabinsthnough which | had to clear trail©u little oneroom
homewas buried on its uphill side for month§emperatures wouldover arounaninus30 for aweekat a
time. The inside surface of ofiront door acted as a thermometer, with the height of tree $feowing
whereroom temperaturgansitioned from below freezirtg aboveasit approachedhe ceiling. The line
was often at least halfway up the doWYe raised oubed to take advantage of the heat gradigwe had
to shut off ourunningwatersystemwhen the toilet bowl frozeolidin November Wemelted snow for
drinking and bathing until springn our propanadapted kitchen stove. Heat was provided by three

A

portableelectric space heatenhen the poweraaes n 6t knocked out by storm

Pat would arrive at Sundantethe darkoefore dawnafter skiing down th@ miles of snowcovered road,
toopent he snack bar and start preparing sandwi ches
one moming, with an inch of frost on her eyebrows, she sdid lookedike Omar Sharif in a Russian

winter in the movidDoctor Zhivago.Most dayd would come down after finishing my chores and

inspections of the neighboring cabins, which were sealed for the winter, to hang out until it was time to
accompany Pat back home. One time, as | was helping to adjust bimdihgski shop, | got into a
conversation with a stranger. After a bit, | noticed a coofpfeomen standing in the doorway giggling. It
turned outhe strangewas Paul Newman, although | didnoét fig
most about him and Redford was how short they were.

Even before the road closed, guests were fakw.
5



weather. Carol Harden, a higlehool friend adept at outdoor life and mountaineering, arrivedsanway
day. The top half of Timp was socked in, obscuring its imposing visage from the valley and the view of

the cliffs towering above our cabin from our frontdodro s ee what we saw daily
Jeremiah JohnsonMany of its snow scenes were filmeearbyon Timp, and it has numerous shots

showing the mountaiendour view ofthec i r que above us. At one point
ifithose passes there, o0 but it was dpledoswioterand t o t

was released Decembetr®2 We had a minoaccidentorN e w Y &w& dridisg back from seeing, it

when we skidded on black ice on the canyon ro&deavoidedgoing into the river but manadto just

clip the back of a passing car, seemingly the only other vehicle traveling that night. All were unhurt, but
the other car had a dented fender, while our van suffered a crushed headlight. We still had to park at
Sundance and ski home in the daltkwas pointed out to me by the state troopeo atrived at the scene

that our back tires were worn to their cloth belts, the product of many miles and few financial resources.
Some 13 years | ater in Al aska, I  ma pastGakonas i mi | ar
following the firstmajorsnowfall, although the belts this time were metal, not cloth.

The photoof usbehind our vanvas takenrmonths lateby my brother, Steveafter the road was reopened

as far as Aspen Groyerhen ke andmy sisterin-law, Joanflew from Massachusetts Utahfor a visit
Otherpeople would unwittingly try to contindartherup theLoop past the roadlosed barriernn

anything from a Mustan@vhich immediately high centered inetenow) to afour wheeldrive Land

Cruiser (which conquered an additional hundred yards but had to be turned back downhill by attaching its
winch to successive aspen trees). As the only light and phone in the vicinity, we were involved in rescues,
usually at night, sometimes driving thepless adventurets Provo 15 miles below in the valley.



The camp was run By Y U @lemni Association, where Pgbt

a jobshortly after our arrival in Utah. Sthearnedabout the
caretakeposition which a friendKarl Stice hadheldthe

previoustwo winters and was ready to move. drthink | was
hiredbecause none elseapplied, assuming anyoeése had
evenheard about. twasndt an of fi c. al un
Aside fromthe rentfree cabinwe werepaidonly $100a month

In addition tothat andall the snow we couldat the only other
tangiblebenefitsincludedfree electrictywh en t he power
cut by stormandpropane for the stovieom a largegasbottle

uphill next tothe cabin (Late in the winter, it ran out arvde

had todig it outfrom under thenany feet obnowthat buried

that side of the cabin.We hada pay telephonen a tree30 feet

from our door The phonéhad no diabut,instead an operator

ona ringdown partyline circuit Wecould pick upcallsat the

phone booth at Sundance if we heardmensonakodeof four

long rings. (When the snow gotdegpe coul dndt get
phone before the operator would stop ringihgonvincedthe

phone companto moveit into ourcabinandhelpedthelineman

who came There werano retirementor medicalbenefits but the besperks were thantangibles: the

spectacular locatiogurrounded by a forest of quaking aspienthe shadow of Tim summit,the

sightingsand telltale signs of the local animal lifagtpristine stafilled night skies, nearly bright enough
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even without a mooto cast shadows, the isolatitogether with onlyacatwe had broughtp from Provq
the daily springtimeascadesf avalanches from thdiifs above usand the challengef surviving
whatevercame our way

Pat had spenb years shuttling between Utah and Maryland while earning her degree. We arfRredo
togetherin earlyJuly1972. At P at Olset affisapn aftegward faouthern Utah to attend BYaUs
archaeology field schoah Montezuma Canyon east of Blandingnother friend of hers, Bruce

Verhaaren, was therand she wanted me be ableto indulge myinterest inarchaeologyalong with my

passion for the high deserfthe Four Corners regiorShe stayed in Provo working at thieimni

Association, whild drovethe vandown to Montezuma Canyon for the second half of the summer. During
that time, she got another friend to drop her off at Aspen Grove to join oltike 12,00600t summit of
Timpanogowwi t h a group of BYU women. The hike had b
the time she figured out why no one else was at the trail head, her possible ride back to Provo had left. St
did the Pat thing and took off by herself up tteel andthrough thecirque,t o0 t he mount ai noés
4,900 feet abve Enroute, be spena night alonainder the stars arfthishedthe summit ridge hike ithe
companyof a badgewho warily precedecher along the traifor part of the time.

So,it was not out of character whel years latem July 1986, weonce agairteft homeandjobs,gave
away or crammed all our belongingsdmn 8 x 10 storage uniteniedour houseto friendsfor a yearto
cover our mortgagpayments andare for adifferentcat and heaedto Alaska This time wewere
accompanied byur then five childrean, Sam, Ben, Mary, and Jacelho rangedin age froml1years
to 6 months respectively.For the trip, weaaquiredan 8-yearold Chevy Beauville fulsizevanfrom a
volunteer fireman who hatslaintained it in good working ordeie outfittedit with a storage platform

8



side and rear screen doors, protective headlight basksgiare tire mountedn the bak, and a bench seat
that unfolded into a bedWebid farewell to family and friends arttove and camped for the next month
and a half to Alaskhy way of Maryland,West Virginia, Kentucky, Indiandllinois, Missouri,Kansas,
Colorado, Utah, IdahdVyoming,Montana, Alberta, British Columbia, and the Yukberritory.

| 61 1 | u s tpartmdanstreitclo of theotnipgebecause it wapresentative afome of our travel in
Alaska. The road wmok northfrom the Yellowhead Highway in British Columbiato the Yukon wa

the Cassiar HighwayAlthoughtoday it is pavd, except for some short stretchbackthen it wagirt and
gravelfor much of its 450 miles. We chosd#causeaccording tdrhe Milepos( thie Bible for travelers

in the Nortld )it wasmore scenic than trmustomaryparallel stretch of the Alaska Highway. It also saved
us 130 milegif no time) andavoidedadditional miles of backtracking after visitidgar friendB8uck and
MarthaNunnand their familyin Vanderhoof, BC. While in Vanderhoof, wenounteda second spare tire
on the front of the van in anticipation of the road ahédtke scenery deliverems promisedas didthe
warnings about the road surface. Most of the time, except for logging trucks heading south, we were the
only vehicle in sighin either direction Orce,a helicopter followed usof several miles, only far enough
overheado avoid the treetopd  d o n Owmhy uklesdt was their way of having funOne evening we
pulled into an emptgampground and started to set up teut and prepare dinner. Shordfger thaf a

pickup with a camper in the bed, pulled in next to Tlke occupants weiehyllis and Verl Averitt, older
friends fromVirginia, returningto their currenhomein Utahafter visitingfamily in Alaska. Once,on a
business trip in the California desertinexpectedly ramto oneof their sons. We are amazed by such
occurrences, considering the odds against them, although | stiepete far outhnumbered by times
when,in unusual placesve are unknowinglin close proximity to others we knowVe 6 | | berserey e r



unl ess Google admits theyéthwne been tracking us |

Like our decision to take the road less travehed ,out of charactdsut slightly out of our minds, whad

left homewith no job prospects, figuring we had enough money to la3thusnths in which timewe

would find full-time work We hoped to livéen Fairbanksbecause it was the farthest north citgd find a

job in my field at the University of Alaska in College, outside Fairbankbei@ise we supposed we

might end upn Anchorage.However,Alaskawas in the throes of @eepoil depressiorthat had flattened

t he st at egaddcsjobewe® scarevgrywhere After enteringthe statewe touredoortions of its
roadaccessiblareafor aweekor sq visited withMike Rosein Anchorageand searaodd unsuccessfully

for work forthe nextwo weeks while we stayedin Collegewith Mr. and Mrs.Robert Perryno relation to

the arctic explorer) They were theparents of friends from owhurchward back in Virginia Wedecided
thatliving there in a cheap apartmenith traffic lights and McDonala, wouldbelittle different than

living in northern Virginia, except for longlark cold nights and ice fogFurther, by Alaska standards, the
Fairbanks areturned out to beelatively unsceniclf we were going to scrape through for the school year,

we wantedto settlein a morechallengingenvironment.So,we headedo rural Gakona Junction, where

our friends Linda and Jeremy Weld livew/e had visited with them on our way into the statbe

junction is one of two main crossroads ie @opper RiveBasin The basin, or valleys the remnant of

an iceage lakehe size of West Virginia, surrounded by four mountain rarigelidinga semiactive

volcang Mt. Wrangell T h e  aspaesa fopulation of perhap®00lived mostly along the roads, in
scattered small settl ements. Gakona Junction w
on both sides of the sign if themad beerone. Wewerel50milesfromt he near esin Mc Do ne
Palmerwhich was also next to the nearest traffic light.
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Life in the valley is hardscrabble at best. Residents, Native antaiive alike, hustle during the short
summer to accrue enough money and supplies to carry them through the winter. Because we planned to
return to Virginia after school ended, we deddot to compete with the locals for any-uthe work,

hoping to subsist on patitme opportunities and very frugal living. Prices for basics like groceries were
very high. For example, bread amilk costat least three to fourmesmore than backome There was

a TaseeFreezl6 miles awayin Glemallen ther e g i largefpspulation centewith perhaps 500

people. A hamburger that would cost abaibuck back home went footir or five. After the initial shock

of pricing ameal forseveni accurately depicted in this unpublished
cartooni we neventethere. The high cost ofood, services, and
other necessitiamight have made ouural stay impossiblgin
conjunctionwith thelong nights, dangerous roads, killer
temperatures, blizzards, and hazardous animals

Fortunately however,Costco and a similawarehousestore Price
Saver had come to Anchorage about a year earisiMike Rose
pointed out to me when got thebgingingwith themprices
comparable to thos®u t s indhecontiguousA8 states. Arg-
hour,400-mile round trip to Anchorage every other month kept us
supplies as well as providing opportunities to see a movie, attesd
annualFur Rendezvous (akéur Rondy), and, yesdineat o

A . L. DON'T woRRY, THAT HAPPENS To
Mc Donall ddben 6t r e me mb e whilewetwerang EVERYONE TH. FIRST TIME THEY
Alaska,but | did hear they were popular in some of the remote arq RS # FAMBUREER P Reke 1”

Copyright © David Mudrick, 2022
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villages, even if noproperly rmamediYupdk Pieso
Over time, | worked at light construction and did a lot of substitute teaching. By the @emdstédy, we
were pretty well integrated into the community. Pat and | were asked to take over the opethtdwof
room1-through6 grade school outside the nearby Native village of Gakona when the teaching Bobple,
\ - and Joann€arnahanhad to go to
Anchoragefor the last month of the school
yearto treat her cancerAs noted above, |
alsoprovided cartoons and drawings the
We | &apper River ©untry Journaland
together we producEToo Far North.

| think th a ter@bgghbackstory, somto the
cartoons and further excessive commentary

Dan, Mary, and Sam try out their thetore crosscountry skis
while Ben supervises from the uncompleted arctic porch a
Jacob takes it all in through the front window.

12



CartoonMap of Copper River
Country

In December 1986he Country Journalistribuied awall
calendarfor the coming yeaieaturingmy black-andwhite
cartoonmap of Copper River CountryOne of myfondest
memories is seeing the calendar on the wall in a Native
home in Gulkana Villageln 2020, | revised and colored thg
map for wuse i n Thewersiowkelow ithé
most recent update. There ananychanges from the 1986
map, such aadditional flora and faun#abels forhighways,
mountainranges, and otheplaces andthe family at
Thompson Pass taking a selfie instead of a snapshot
Hopefully, famedChistochinadog musher Lena Charléy
now recognizable. Sadly, Sourdough Lodyened to the
groundafter 1986 anthas been removddom the map
Other lodgesind historic roadhousest picturel have also
been lost to fire, includingne at Gakona Junction and, mo
recently,the Point Lodgeat Lake LouiseFebruary 252022
The TazlinaTrading Posteoperd 13 monthafter burning
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The Copper River Basin houses a string of small settlements, mostly on it&twooads, the Richardson

and Glenn Highways, including the Tok Cutoff. Tiny GakonaJunciwdme r e t he map@s r a
Gakona is the Athabean word for rabbé lies between twdhe Native villagesof Gulkana and Gakona,

with perhaps 80 to 100 persons in each when we were theday,38 years lateras if frozen in time as
wellaswintert he val |l ey h a,butéatlier,intha h9g0a, decaaeubefbre we arrivate
populationhadboomed taaround10,000 in support of the construanti of theTransAlaska OilPipeline

(The Pipeline, accompanied by the Richardson Highwiagct themapand the valley The project

brought people and money into the region, along aitincrease in drugs, alcohol, prostitutiand their
accompanying side effectg.or good or ill, those boom days are long gone.

Mike Townsend on thetaff of WrangeltSt . EIl i as Nati onal Park and Pr
parkand which we overlooked from Gakona Junctidted the new map enough ¢ontact me in 2020 for
permission t@ost it on their Facebook pagéadly, he passed awawrly February 2025.The Alaska
Department of Health and Social Services also liked it, and it may have helped convince them to clarify the
Copper Valleybés boundari es a@Goddova statisdicsEhedeewasalse Co v
talk of using themapin an effort to convince local authorities to fundewpublic well in the valley.

Theeggs haped object by Tiekel lascording to @s sigrowhichévdaw L a r ¢
on our trips to Valdez The last timethe rockwas covered with snow. Its host lodgasclosedafter we

left Alaskabuta couple ofyears ag@eopened its dining rooml.called to verify thathe rockwas still

therewhen updating the magBshould you happen to go looking for itJigson the west side of the

highway, but for space reasons, | placed it on the. east
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On and Off he Road

Two-thirds oftheresidentf Alaskalive in urbancenterdike
Fairbanks, Juneau, and Anchge(wherethe majorityresidg.
Otherwisetheylive on the roadon the coast, an theBush

fiOn the road mears accessible by car truck fionthe coasi

by air or sepandfin theBusho by air, water ATV (all-terrain
vehicle, dog sled snowmachine, orobt, on skis, oron

snowshosg, but in all areasaccessible onlyff weatherterrain

and circumstanapermitit. Although more than tige the size

of TexasAlaskalies between Connecticut and New Hampshire
in its number of road milesl modified an old clipartmapto
createone d the Alaska Roa®ystemand Marine Highway
SystemDondét be mi pldcendamebfiitheaohd t he
which are mostly tiny, isolated Native settlements, tootist
towns with quaint commercial centessaccommodationsThe
great majority of the statmonsists of unimaginably vast tracts,
unpopulated other than by permanent and migratory fauna.
Still, some stretches of highway tHedam the roachppear to be
unpopulatedevealfrom the airisolated homes and other
buildings These aresually on heir own bulldozed gravel or
dirt road.

| Mndick

Copyright (©) David Mudrick, 2020

“"How was the road?”
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The Alaska Road

—— Major paved routes
—— Major seasonal, partially
and/or unpaved routes

——— Major Canadian paved routes
o
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The redines mark main roads, ekiding the complexes around urban centers. Brown lar@soads that
areunpaved for long stretches, if not completelgd may belosedin winter. The northernmostinpaved
road, the Dalton Highwayfollows theTransAlaska OilPipelinefrom outsideFairbanks to Deadhorse and
Prudhoe Bay on the Arctic Ocealt hasfew (if any) settlements and very few services along its-#illg
length. Anothemostly tnpaved roagthe Denali Highway, coverl34 very scenic miles from Paxs(m

the Richardson Highwayo Cantwell(on the Parks Highwayear the entrance to Denali National Park.

It is a significant shortcudcross thé\laskaRoad Systenm milesi not time s clogedirthewinter.
Sadly,people attempuinter travel on the Denaldespite barriers and warnings, sometimes with fatal
results. A Hi ghway 0 imwhea appliedtduehmdadsbuter en Al askabdés open,
be tricky: miles and milesf two-lane blacktop, often without shoulders and flanked by dangerous borrow
ditches and whit&nuckleinducing terrain, such as crumbling cliffs rising on one side and precipitous
drops on the other. All road surfadeasphalt, gravel, and dirtrequre maintenance for rockfalls,
washouts, and permafrost damayeéhen traveling in Alaska,ou shouldalwayscarry emergency

supplies, including food, water, clothing, and first aid gear, against breakdowns, weather, and sudden
encounters with large, unpiriethble animals.Theorange roadsn the ma@reCanadiarroutes to Alaska
and between Haines and Skagway and the rest of the state. Thedagat the right is the Cassiar
Highway, whichwe took northbutback therwasafi h i g himreamedonly

The Alaska Marine Highway Systeisia staterun vehicleferry fleeti not a surface road as assumed by
some unknowing travelefssening communities in Southwegtlaska(the easternmost Aleutian Islands,

the Alaska Peninsula, and the Kodiak Island Archipelago), SouthcArdskia(the Kenai Peninsula and

the Gulf of Al aska shoreline), -af-states®msintludePairsce Al
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Rupert, B.C., and Bellingham, Washingtorherouteswest of Kodiak Islandlo not operaten winter,

because of weather restriction#/e used several ferries on our way out of Alaska, from Haines to Juneau,
Sitka, and Ketchikan, spending the last night crossing rough open water on the way to Prince Rupert. Pat
wasnot f eel i nWe fourrdlout lateshe whshreer fitsi trrmester carrying Jesgee who was
seei ng Al aMoknamyiét h r eoaurgoh

Even with the potential perils and pitfallsdfi as kads | and gthele arestllmpaossibdities i g h
forhumorifyow r e of a tham ¥al can decidéor yodrselfhow well | did

As young Dan once said, ASome thingsThawas funni e
certainly true obur moreharrowing experienceshile driving, as illustrated byheA How was t he
cartoon. | met with anAnchorage Daily Newsditor, Howard Weavetp discissthe possibility of
periodicallypostingindividual cartoondrom Too Far Northin the paper Theoriginal of this cartoon

appeared in theports sectionHowever, gong with everyone else in the stafeg paped i dndét have
money to budgeso no othexwere used | offered them for free, but space, too, was at a premiim.

rival newspaperThe Anchorage Timepublished aeviewof Too Far North The reviewer, Ann
Chandonnet, concluded her ¢ omme hutsemevwfthelyaggs aiieT he d
really funny. Theéb o o kofies drawing showa station wagondctually,our Chevy van] loaded for a long
journeyfacing the wordsdToo Far Nortldwritten in aurora borealis above the horizon, and the dbe,

you think someoneds trying tobeDa&Vi d ululéisorenek hd n g
and another are presentedhe Rearwordsection

| t nbtexclusive to Alaskes butdriverssometimedend to rely more on technology than caution
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oftento their detriment.Driving over a cliff, even ifour wheeldrive, would only be funny in the
retelling if at all,andonlyi f i t di d n 6Although gegfeunwheelrivgd cattaonwasnot
meant to be a specific location, some readetses€ountry Journalwebsitehave identified it as Long
Lake Hill, one of the many hazardous spotstenGlenn Highway eaouteto Anchorage.Onereadersaid
thedriverlooked like his son.

020T “YPupny pireq 6 W Bukdoy

“Don’t worry, it’s in four wheel drive!”
20



I had a lot of fun with road signs, as you can sde BmpDip Normab and subsequent cartooriBhat
oneis not much of an exaggeration of actual conditions.

Copyright (€) David Mudrick, 2020

TheTransAlaskaOil Pipeline runs800 milesfrom Prudhoe Bay on th&rctic Ocearto Valdez orPrince
William Sound It bisects the Copper River Valley onwtay, often paralleling the Richardson Highway
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Its construction during the 1970s greatly, if temporarily,
upset life in the valley, bringing in a surplus of people and
money. Onéragic sideeffect waghe increased access to
alcohol in the valley and the social, physical, and medical
problems that attended it, including automobile fatalities
among the residents.

For much of its lengthht Pipelineiswell elevated above
the permafrasbecause it carries heated; atherwise, as
in thevicinity of Glennallenjt isburied
Environmentalists were concernthtthe raised sections
would blockthe routes omigratory animalslike cariboy
sohighersectionsnvereconstructedat strategigoints.
However,l d o n 6 t entirbnmentalistertamyone
elseforesawroad crossingkke theonein thefi Peline
Xingo cartoon.

Wedbll see more road and si
sections, butor noww e §uistkcratch our heads and
continue.
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. Off the Ground

Capynges (©) Davie Musres, 202

“Ever notice how vou can lose your ”...and down there, if you could see it

sense of direction in those fog banks?” ghrough tl_le fog, is the largest glacier
in the region....”

Airplanes are the lifeblood
of mostAlaskan
communities andhany
statewide operations.
Local and private landing
strips are very common.
Our friend Mike Shelton
and his son yayne
completed a hombuilt
two-seatemirplane in their
garage over the winter.
We were privileged to
witness its maiden flight
from Gulkana Airport ta
private grass stripear
their home

During the production ofoo Far North,we needed to go to Anchorage to purchase more pageauBe
road conditions were too hazardodstemy and hitched a flightfrom nearbyGulkana Airportwith
CentralAlaskanMissiors pilot Richard Nalos irfC A M &essna 206In Anchoragewe purchase

23



sufficient reams of 11x17 paper and cover stokwith conditions worsening rapidlyve almost got
stranded thereAfter we werefinally clearedfor takeoff, he return flightwas foggy with limited
visibility. Nevertheless, firovidedthe inspiration fothe firsttwo cartoonsn this section In retrospect,
the upsidedown ones not asfunny as it istragically accurate Thefiseeit throughthefogo cartoonis

what we s awefomthearul dn ot s e

Two days afteDanstartedthe seventh grada the kthrough12 schooin Glemallen,Pat received a call
sayingthewwer en 6t s uwitehiwh.at Tlle dfoi rst thing she

up!o In fact, they ladquickly determined he needed some advance
courseswhichwe had quietly suggested buesgignored. Onewas

a highschootlevel math class. Anotheralledaerospacecience
consistedf him readingthe FAA groundschool flight training
manua] ater which he could haveéakenthat prtionofthep i | o't
examination.He might have continued with private flight lessoms
his own although at 12 years old he was probably too young to
receivehisl i cense. Exciting as t hi
check, not having the resources mdending to be in Alaska long
enough

The 1987hijacko cartoonshown herés now out of date, buit

w o u | ldamebeenparticularlyappropriate even if updated.t the
time, hijacking by statesponsored terrorists was not uncommon
although not in obscure, unprofitable places like the Alagkesh
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“Wire the Ayatollah not to hijack any
more bush pilots!”

t houc
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Nevertheless, @bpite tle potentialfor humor,| quesioned the efficacy oincludinga political cartoon,
becaus®f thevolatile nature ofpoliticsin generalandthe potentially short lifespanf thespecific

material funny or not.Of course, | included it, anywaputh i s t i me | 06 @opsytootlateg oi n g
We | | at | east |td¥Youcarowre thatda the dyatblleh. c ol or i

While w e 6stilleon the subject of flying, Wy isthe UFGhits-
moosecartoonfunny? Maybe it s ,rbdtif you want my
opinion,readthe shoressay A My B rAlaskanHumort |
or-What 6s So Funny abouihtheRun
Rearwordsection Or justsuffice it to say that it makes me
laugh.l di dndét see any UFOs in
anddespite the area being a hotbed for conspiracy theorists
(Thereis thatgiantunderground pyramid bi gger t h
not that f arhaftrbsm s\Walpd eezsiss ir
there} Personally] d thinkdepresentativeof a civilization
with life that intelligent wouldselectrural Alaska given
alternatives likeCannes, Acapulco, @ayanne,New Jersey.
Then, again,my b e tomefgrdhd same reasons we cho:s
to live there, or maybe their GR§alactic positioning servige
would route them theriétheyc hose fAno tol | ¢
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H e r andrenic remindethatwhile you may GOPPER RIVER COUNTRY JOURNAL

sometimedind comedyin the harshenvironmenpf =" "0 Tt mem mER R
rural Alaskat her eds atdenu\abfqr s t h Aircraft That Crashed Onto Frozen Lake lliamna Was Operated
By SEND, Formerly Of Glennallen -

tragedy. While editingthis manuscriptMonday, . G O b
March 7, 2022breaking new$rom the Country T —
Journalflashed ormy phone Theheadline P

AAircraft That Cr Hanne d
Was Operated By SEND,
grabbed my attentionl. had beemloing researcfor
the commentary omytwofi ai r b o r nseamd
foundmy notes below, fromourflight to

Anchorage Youcan seeny sketch otthe planeand
notationof its tail numbe, N1853Q as well as my
hesitancy abouts modelwh i ¢ h | Cessnal
2 6 0 ( Ph windat Gulkana Airporthat morning I
made hearing difficulivhen | asked Richard for the ;»3
model. | learnedh my research thahere wasa RO AAR) AR N oy “
Cessn&06, not 260 To confirm that Richarevas :‘:_f:;"‘"""?::;:::”““:;::::';m T
flying for CAM, | googled theail numberand

The Alaska State Trooper report on the Incident, dated March 5th and 6th, did not name Click Here To Check Road

foundthe ownemow listed asSENDNORTH, the s s e e o e s 0 e o T
wing single engine Cessna with 6 seats m—

As CVEA Examines Nuclear
Power, Delta Junction
Dismantles Its Reactor
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formerCAM of Glennallenthenowne of the Alaska Bible
Collegeand station KCAM.TheWeld%articledescribe the
March 8" incidentwith details fom the Alaska State Trooper
report whichdidnd listthe plané s o wn egiveitstait di d
numberasN1853Q Lindaascertaiedthe @erator SEND,the
same way had. When | saw tht name andumberin ther
article,l realized it was the vgiplane we had flowto
Anchoragé Linda and Jeremy were surprised when | let them
know. There were no fatalities listed, but five occupants were
medevacedo hospitals in Anchorage witterious injuries.Richard is no longer witBEND, which had
maintainedhe aircraft, built in1975 for the 38 or soyearssince our flight and maybe for its entire life.

Our flightwas onN e w Y e a Weédnesdayl2/311986, whichmight beanothereasornwe chose to
fly to Anchorage to stay aheadf theholiday and possibly a -

long weekend witout printing suppliesWe returned in time
to set off fireworks that evenirig the snow outside our cabin
in celebration othe New Yeara local custom as you will rea
laterin this manuscript.This is my photaf Richardand
Jeremy, left to rightby the plane My sketchleft out the
tricyclel andi ng gear Ggecagowldwhard e
we stowedbur purchase@aper. We needdtle papebecause
the lot we were using was cut wrong gachmedthe press.
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Mush, You Huskiels

Throughout the state, mushirakadogsledding, is a
popular occupation or sport, depending on yoesds and
desires However, he romance and the reality of mushing
d o ralvaysmesh. During our initial weeks of touringve
watched a drnjand sled demonstration in Denali National
Park. Afemalepark ranger came over to Pat and discrete
advised her not to lesevenmonthold Jacob near the sled
dogs. She said that they viewed little children not as
humans but as prey. iBrlwas latercorroboratedy Linda
Weld, who told us of havinggt p u | | h leootedt o
foot from the jaws of one of herdogs. 6 ve hear ¢
peoplesay they prefer snowmachinégcause if you break
down, they wonot try to e

When we werestayingnear Fairbankd spent time with our
host 6 s snalldogsledfactory. Jraditionaly, sleds
are made of wood, but lad acquired the inventory of a
defunct skicompanyand wadabricatingfiberglass sleds
with parts cut from the skis he hpdrchased In theory

28
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“Hush! Hush you muskies!... er...”



theywould be superioto woad sledswhen racingoecause

they were more flexible, allowingnore of the runneés

surfaceto be in continual contact with the ground over

rough terrain Thissloul d make the sl ed?d:
ground faster Apparently,it was téa hairbrained idea, and

some top mushers, includihgjtarod champion Susan

Butcher purchased sleds from him toitrgut. That 6 s al
know.

Once settled ilGakona Junctigrnwe attended a community
eventin the Native village of Chistochina, where we met
famed local musher Lena Charlégaured on my map of
the Copper River Valley. The Iditarod may be thest
famousdogsledcompetition in thevorld, butthe Copper
Valley hosts its own grueling and respected annual event,
Vndiricke the CopperBasin300 bi I I ed as fithe t ot
Al aska. o int1990y3ysars fafiemrwe kethe u n
state Susan Butcher finished first in 1991 and 1992.
Martin Buserfinished seconéach ofthe first8 years it was
run, finally finishing first in 1999. The race was cancelled in 1996 duleeteveatherwhich says a lot
about how harsh conditions can be in the valMihereas finishing first may be the ultimate goatnafst
mushers, just finishing at all is often a feat in its&bme racesncludingthe Iditarod give aRed Lantern

Copyright (6) David Mudrick, 2321

”“Mush to vou, too, fella!”
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Awardto the musher whoomes inast tohighlightthe difficulty
of just staying the coues

My cartoon of the dreaming husky mayibehe actual treatment
of sled dogs by most mushers, whggems to beery caring.
Strict rules are in place in most races to ensure the safety of th
dogs, if not the musherdn 2007,20years afteits publication,|
saw a similarllustrationfrom the early193Gs by William Yanert,

| abel | @dDoi@Dls
Dream. 0 Oof ¢
good cartoondeais likely

to havebeenused

kY previously, and neso-good
ideas even more likely. ComarT @ D Mook 2021

Whether or not the sledog-andthe-snowmachine cartoon was a
good idea, whan adding colgrl also added the shadows. | hope they
make it clear that the dog is not jumping off the seat, as some had
supposed in the original blagindwhite version

Whereas the cartoon of the ocegoing sled team may be an

example of whimsical fagy, | think theone of thebefuddled musher
W in his cabin is all too realistic. | recently found the first draft ef th

' latter which 106d forgotten piTheé ur ec
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”...and this is my ocean-going model.”

had frozen to deathHe also handed Sam22 rifle to keep
any feral dogs away from the rabbitsle knew the way to a

publishedversion is much funnier and maueiversal. | probably
intendedthe otherasa shout out to our neighbor Alan LeMaster,
who ran the GakondunctionVillage hotel, a hundred yards or so
from our cabin.While we were there, Alan saved several dozen
laboratory rabbits from extermination and installed themmiald
barn partly out of
kindness and partly
because Gakona is th
Athabagan word for

A r a.b When he
andShirleywent
AOutsideo thatis, left
Alaska, for a winter
break, he hired our
10-yearold sonSam

to water them each
dayand collect the
carcasses of any that

boyés heart. One memor abl e }3

were carrying jugs of warm water to the barspactacular Copyrh © David Mudik, 2020

doubletailed meteor lit up the sky in front of us. “I just can’t figure out why she left
me!”
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Coexising with Nature

Pnolrick

opyright (©) David Mudrick. 2020

The food chain

Some rural citizens gather edible plants and betwissipplement their digtgvhile many harvest wood for
shelter, furniture, or fuelTraditionally, many residents also depend to some degree on the avaiifible
animal resources through trapping, hunting, and fislond not huntergatherers, themselves, may be the
beneficiary of others in thefamilies andcommunities Wheninteracting withthosetrapping,hunting

and fishing resources, some degree of coexistence mpsadiecedo ensurénealthy animal populations,
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as well ashealthy humamndividuals when, say, coming into close
contact withabear or moose

If my fifood chaim and shark cartoons suggest that animals pose the
greatest threat tishermenthe biggest dangeeally is
underestimatinghe power of running water. Glacifd rivers like

the Copper arparticularlylethal Thear milky gray color comes from
theheavy loadof powdereerock sedimenthey carry frontheir
sourcesand tle resultanbpacity masks their swiftness. &h
combination oforce and weight overtoppingnd filling a pair of hip
boots camuickly drag a fishermannder, while the numbing shock of
theice-cold watersapshis or herstrength.

The fisherman in th&food chaim cartoon might deserve his
impending fateashe may be illegally using his netven if only for
cartoonflow purposes.Dipnetting is allowednly in opaque glacial waters, where once you submigege
basket ofyourlong-handlednet, you can see neither it nor any fish wendisgvay upstreantowardit.

The high drama of sitting for hoynsaiting for something to go bump thenet and hopefully pulling out

a 30-pound salmon mimicthe bearspatientlyperched by fallswaiting for leaping fish to pass within
reach.

Artistic necessity accounts for the shortness
in the dipnetting cartoonJeremy and dncehiked down a steep defile to the edge of the Copper River
where he manned the net. As admesident, | was not permitted to dipnet. Nor did | have a fishing
license. After thele rigueurcoupleof hours he had netted three fish, one filled with roe. We loaded the
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90 or so pounds of catch into thecker packwe had brought, which | volunteered to carry up the defile on
my back. One small step at a time for a man, one giant load for our larderer saw a salmasterby;
butasa little kid, | read of one, drawn b@arl Barksin the Augustl954 Walt Disney Comics and Stories.
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We were the beneficiary of fish from a local fishwhesl
inventionadopted by the Native$nce installed ira river like the
Copper it canscoop up passing salmon in its rotating baskets
powered by the wat spedeseréanly c e .
serval to sled dogsfrozenwholeor choppednto a slush.l
probably would have considered them okaat.

| ¢ o afford théb®00
nonresident hunting
license feebut | could
accompaw Jeremy as his
gun bearer on a coupdd
fruitless but enjoyable
moose and caribou hunts
along thePipeline route
=momeesgand on the
euphemistically named
Denali Highway that
mostly gravell34-mile-long sceniaoute betweeiaxsonnorth
of us and Cantwellnearthe entrance tDenali National Park As
in real estate, hunters swear the key to success is location,
location, locationasthe maskedyunman cartoononfirms
Likewise, the answer tihe oftaskedq u e st i on, A W S5FEEEE
shoot your moopfislen? &t hwsadly, pacskemdol “Idon’t want your money. Just tellme
raised younger readers might miss the meaning of the mask. ~ where you got your moose!

”Not so fast!”

35



In lieu of game, w filled
ourtwof a mj fedneat 6
needs byointly purchasing
half a steer from Quaker
farmer Sam Lighwood,
who lived50 miles to the
south in Kenny Lake. We
arrived after the hotlong
drive and watched as Sam
placed a shotbarrel
shotgun agair-r
forehead.n You 6 v e
good | ife, o0 I
S tearfully told the animal

"I suppose we could wait for him to before dispatching it. We Duck hunters flying in

., gzg';';’;g‘f I'"think he helped him hoist the carcass

by its hind legs for aging. We came back some days later and

helped him cleave it in two down the center line. We took our half home, where we determined it had not
only led a good life but also a tough one, grazing and wintering in the-gaftlendly Copper Valley.
Y o u 6 v eabuscleeés chart of a side of beef divided into its various cutisuck, rib, brisket, etcOur
side was so tough and gristhyat after hacking, sawing, and chopping it into unrecognizpbtéons we
made a similar c¢har st ewiedaccasaohdl) dined on casbobuoonnsoosk dubing | e d
our time in Al aska, but | do n &houghtehmleemdr eirkeyhatast i n g
no duck, swan, gotarmigan.
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While we were theréghe US Air Force announced plans to selec
either Tok or Gakona as thecationfor an Over-the-Horizon P
BackscatterRadar installatiorio monitor Soviet activity The -]
otherCold War was coming to the Copper Valles. site outside “ .
Gakona was eventually selected, which environmentglastged
outwas an area where trumpeter swans nesgahstruction
startedafter we left but eventuallythe projectwasshut downstill
uncompletedwhenmade obsolete bydvances itechnology.

Y ears later the site was revivedhousdhe High Frequency
Active Auroral Research Program, or HAARP, the poster child
in- and outof-stateconspiracy theoristsvho see it as the source
for all sorts of ills Theydecryits alleged ability to weaponize
global weather hiuhave yet to explain ky, if so, HAARP staff

h a v @oné dnything to improve the local weather foirtbavn LA . .

benefit More threatening, in 2016, a plot to KHAARP staff was  No, those aren’t geese.

busted upy police infarawaysouth GeorgiaUSA (not USSR. | They're swans.”

haveyet to heaCovid blamed on HAARPout maybe my tinfoil

hat is interfering withmy reception ofalsenews broadcasts.includedH AARP 0 s ih theeGoppero n
River Country mapbut surreptitiouslyto discourage future attempts to disableSb, what, if anything,
happened with t hebuwtwaynwsu? c dn dtonldlta rmencattdoreons wan s 06
HAARP, which didnét exist at the ti me.

Still, if 'y o u picled w oritf alreadylaska is a mecca for stranger things, but enough about crazy
peoplefor now. Instead,ét 6 s t al k about wacky ani mal s.
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Animal Sign

In retrospect 6 v e therd ardbeends running through my
cartoons, likehe road and road signs, hunting and fishing, and,
of course, cold weather. | alsludea lot of strange actionsy
bothhumans and
anthropomorphic animals.
Web v e ssveraliready.
i Si ganndeana posted
message but alsndications
of animal presence through
thingslike tracksand calls,
or with moosethe ever

p o p urhoaseberiie® and
high browse marken trees
The mooserossing cartoon
combinesafew of these
themesandboth types of
sign

The howling-wolf cartoonis out of date anthay not make sense to e

readersyh o di dnot g r o w dtelephaménonbpoiesa - only Noud after elauan; ol rales
go down.”
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| liked it and coloredt anyway because it was fun to dd@.ime
zones if not ratesstill present a challengeghenscheduling
calls between, say, Virginia and Alaska.

| have been interested in wolves since my yoWkhnile in the
arctic with the Weather Burealugot to how! with our local

pack | stumbled upomnewolf just down thehill from me at

our surplusvehicledump as it was howling to its distant
comrades It was a largavhite wolf, standing about as high as a
55-gallon oil drum at the shoulder, thithe stubbier legs and
stouter body ofmanyarctic animals, a way to conserve heat by
reducing their surfaeto-volume ratio. The othemwolves were
across the bayrobablynear their denl hadpreviously
researched a little into the nature of wolf howllske coyotes

and sled dogghey tend tdvarmonizewith, rather tharuse the
same pitch asneanother. Thevolvespausedriefly when |
joined in,thencontinued, ignoringneas | howled along. |

) ~ probably had just made soraekwardpun on arctic ha vs.
"Don’t you ever tire of eating out?”  p4r gometime flerthatPat cal |l ed me BHHowl
20 yearsor sobeforethe movieDances with Wolvesame out

Speaking oflumps our cabin was on th@ dmproadp a segment aflecayingpavement left behind when
theRichardsorHighway was rerouted for a stretch. Road surfacadd become unusable due to frost
heaves and slumps causedchynges in the underlying permafrost. When they became too disturbed to
repair, me solution was to run a new segment of pavement arounar ¢ine other side of the bad stretch
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with meandering streamdt also made places where cabins could
built off the highway but with easy access to it. Our stretcluded
what had become a local dumping spot, where one could drop o
anything and shop for what someone else had deposisding
outo for theravensin the dumpcartoon wagrobablycheapethere
than atthe Tastee Freealthowgh| hopethe fare was better at the
latter. An ironic feature of our local dump &nployed in the
cartoon ascenic location. Ours overlooked tvedley of the
Gulkana River, &rystatclearwaterway in which fish that avoided
glacial streams, like grayling, thrived.here are therdumprelated
cartoondn this collection so hat another theme.

Let 6 s e x ammahaaticsme weeontinue to coexist with

nature The one of thesquirrel on thédush pane,as well as some y

otherones, got a commenof its own fromAlaskan authodean

Anderson, who reviewe@loo Far Northin The FairbankdDaily “Vroooom vroom! Rat-a-tat-tat!”
NewsMiner in 1987. (Seethe reviewin Rearword.)She said i B

nature isndt always the enemy -lkesgaérel perdnederstipeacofi a |
ofatwos eat er plane and making engi ne noandkass tha Ju:
she might not have recogniztéithtii R-@&tatt a tvdsa@machinegun. My favorite quote of hers

howeverji s, A Though Mudrick i sndét | ickutd ym Daws, oy Gavye s |

Larson, his enjoyable books shouwlifier a few good chuckles to Alaskangl' hat may balamning with
faint praise,bus he di d mention me with some better compaé
Garfield. Overall,the review wagun, and | appreciated her taking the time to produce it.

40



The plane in the cartoon is a
stereotype of a bush planeith
taildraggefdanding gear and
oversized]ow inflationii t u n
t i r €he forer keeps the
propeller up and away from the
rough terrain of aoversized
pilot andpassengemhich
indicated the increased lifting
power of the plane.

.

/\H/\

1

Whilew e 6 r en teepaist] |
"~ thefiCosby Show cartoon $
obviously out of date, if not out
of favor. | could change the
;I:;;r,g! ‘The Cosby Show’isaboutto  caption to refer to another “Headhunters!!”

) program or presentation, but
that too,would eventuallyageor fall out of favor, although hopefully not for the same readaaitered
thecartoona bit for this publicatilwmt biytEhomdtena ngr e

Copyright (€) David Mudrick, 1987, 2021

My cartoon renderings of animals are not consistent, nor were they meant to be, since these cartoons wer
not part of a continuing storyith its own characters, unlike my comic stfipm Duck and HarryBut

then, neither are my renderings of Tom and Harry consistent, even from panel tolpenloose in the
AfHeadhludt @a srnodoawn thee sagne #se Cosby Show moose, althoutjley allprobably
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bor n,

t hi

S Wi arpartboa that theeé besnevarkéng its way
out of my brain since grade or middle schadierl saw a film about the
life cycle of salmon. | was dumbstruck by the single purpose and

inevitability of their life, which | contrasted with ofneedom as humans
to choose our path. Nowyéalize that we, too, are just about as
programmed as they are. We just delude oursaht@shinking

ot her wi se.
We, indeed, are part and parcel of everything else on the planet, if not in
the universe.

St

n k

the nJo

t hat 6s

comes

not

“Get born, swim to the sea, grow up,
return to your birthplace, spawn, and
die.... There’s got to be more to life
than that!”

On that note, from the sublime to the
ridiculous, ther
salmonjumpingthefalls as an
athletic event. The real judges of
thoseleaps were the aforementioned
bears expectantly leaning over the
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owe some of their features to my exposure to Bullwinkle J. Moose when
lwasy oung.
of Rocky and Bullwinkle.

a
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edge or standing in the watdrattempted to make thtbreepanels flow together, as in tfitood chaim
cartoon. InTom Duck and Harryl, sometimes try tdhaveone single background panel with the characters
working their way across it, from left to right. This makesweader about ever publishing in the Middle
East, wheravriting proceeds from right to left. However, the presence of Harry A. Pig m@liglady

make the stripinpalatableo thoseJewishandMuslim cultures.

As you can see in tHeeartrapand dipnettingartoors, below,the salmon sometimes have the last laugh
over the beardyut the bears can playeitechnologygame, too

opyright (& Davic Wudrick, 2020
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We literally cros®dthe continendriving to Alaska StartingBackEasd and conthe nui ng i
AmericanWest, wesaw a lot obearfisignp  lthis timel mean posted signsarningaboutthedanges

of bears eitherthe blackor brownvariety, depending on where we wermerican parksvere dotted

with such warnings, especially around garbegiection areas and rest rooméet, we di dnot see
bear, black or brown, untMount Robson Provincial Park; e | | into Canada. Ther
bear warning sign, but we did see our first grizzly, rearing on its hinchtegss a meadowVe were in a
rangerled discussion of beagra/ith all the children in the group decked out in construgticnp er b e ar
earswhen it appeareds if paid to show up on cue.

Distinguishing betweehrownbearsandblack beas may be a
valuable skill, assuggested bthis 1987draftcartoon of a couple
consideringan epitaph in graveyard Brown bears include the
larger, usually morentimidatinggrizzlies and Kodiak bearbut
black bearsthoughgenerally smallerare justas dangerous
especially because of their stealWe have them back east in the
Appalachians, and sometimes they stray into or migrate through
more populated areas. Smokey Bear was a black Wéaicheer
type hikers are advised to wear bear bells on their clothes or hiki| 77
gear when passing through bear country. These small tingling | '
annoyances ameantto warn the bearof our goproach snce bears

Wk 1p-2 g
aresupposedo avoid contact with humansus givingthem time to A W2
move away without being startled by our suddppearancéom “\T SAYS, "SHE WBS RIGHT:
the underbrushAnother thing to avoid is getting betweeama IT WAS A GRIZZLY,
bears and their cubs. True for moose moms and calves, as well, NOT A BLAGC B4R,

Copyright © David Mudrick, 1987, 2022
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”Last one in the hot spring is a polar
bear!”

One of the alleged ways to distinguish brown from blackdiear
to examine their scat, or fecal depasitsf t hey dr e fr o

bear, theyol | Anotbenwagppgerhapdvneoeer b el
practical if less useful, istoclimbadérel f 1t 6s a bl act
will c¢climb the tree and eat yo

the tree down and eat you.

We saw our next grizzlwhen we visitedenali National Park
enroute to FairbanksThere, the bear was once again at a
distancethis timetearing at the ground. The ranger
accompanying usxplained that it was attempting to root out a
vole, or other small burrowgfor a snack.Late summer and

early fall providethe lastopportunitesfor the omnivorous bears

to fatten up for their long winter nap, and they will eat anything
to that end When we later went over to examine where the bear
had been, themas indeed, a long patch of unearthed tunnel.

We never saw bears in the wild again while in Alaska, but
grizzlieswere in our neighborhood, attracted by tluenp.

Once, vhenl entered the home of our neighb@isuck and SandylcMahan,| hadthe feeling someone
waslooking overmy shoulder. Turning aroundifounda huge stuffed polar beardming overme. If |
remembethe storycorrectly,Chuckshot the bear when he was thirteeut, on the icen the arctic. We
di dndt h a vasfar poath & inlanthsewe tived despite their mention in the hot spring cartoon.
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The drawing of the bear with the chainsaw includes an arctic cachised sheltatesignedo prevent
bears and other critters from getting into your food supplye dfaawing was realistim style, intended to
be part of a set of greeting cards we could sell separakbig.was the first and last ongowever

Copyright () Davia Muarick, 2020
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People Sign

Like anywhere elséAlaska has its share ahiquecustomsand idiosyncrasiethat may not be familiaio a
new arrival. However, if one is attentive gmactices disretion, he or shavill sooner or latefearn the
local lingo and practice®r, if not, decide to leave town rather thask offendng alargelyarmed

populace.

"Sure, the stars are pretty here, but...”

Some of thepgdicabletaboos may reflect tse inanyotherrural
area as to some extenthe entire state is one huge small town
whereit seems thagveryone knows or knows of everyone else.
While the locals may freely gossip and complain about one
another, you, as a newcomaray not realize that the person you
arediscussg, who lives200 miles awgin Chicken, Alaskais,
say,yourl i s t lerothed ©rsiermistress That happened to
me, but inAuke Bay, a neighborhood of Juneau, not in Gakdna
wastalking with Vivian Hegga former ceworker from Virginia
who had moved back to Alaska and whae were visitingon our
way home Juneaus over 400air miles from Chickenbut no
directflights between therarelisted on the internetThere is a
2,500foot dirt/gravel airstrip in Chicken, according to Wikipedia,
whereas Juneau has commercial jet service.
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People adapt. Take dating, for example. Despit@tBeu r e ars t
a e pr eartdory, there are romantic placdsh open skiesn the
Copper Vall ey, b uihdodrverees ér uabane n
styl e dat i thgTastee Fréek, hgaip, but ikwaoongist
a handful of restauraniis the areaand none wereonsistentlyfive-
star rated.Then, again, inthoseprent er net days,
them were rated, at alDther dating spots, like movie theaters, wer:
nonexistent, although people rar

of | B VHS video outlets out of their
EJ W o homes. Most community
activities took place either in a
"y S church, lodge, or locachool
- facility.
This has beem problem for
ok i

”...and this is our bush model. It runs
on propane.”
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“Look! A down-filled swimsuit!”

maintainingcommunity life Overtime, many lodges and historic
roadhouses have burned downe a couplef weeksprior to writing
this. ®melocal schoolslike Gakonahavebeenclosedin favor of
regional onesNow, the Covid19 pandemic has devastated the area,
with neighbors whdave alwayslepenédon one anothesometimes
not knowingthatsomeone in the community has diethe traditional
support systerhasbeenweakened.



In much of America, shopping iasocial activity. Even today, with
malls and other bricendmo r t ar outl et s goi
Targetor Costco Not in our valley wherethere werenly afew
smallgroceresand generasdtores, but also a dearth of merchandise
to choose fromin conjunction with a general lack of disposable
income Local wares were more utilitarian, like home and buildin
supplies and clothing fautdoor work and warmth  al t h o u
remember seeing a down
filled swimsuit Although
there werdlifferences in
weal t h, asiagparent |}
in what people wore. Richel
or poorer kids might all

have shoes patched with
duct tape, partly because a
variety of shoes werenot avail a
was. Equipmentand supplie$or hunting, fishing, and camping
werealsoavailable sought after byocalsand seasonaburists.

IS s

0 N% BURNING
© ND TOX\C WASTES
© NG NOTHIN'

D KEEP ALL REFUSE
WITHIN TRENCH

The town shopping mall

Il di dnodt -rodetcoraputgreither thehonly computer
type venue was a Radi o Sistdlck ru
wein Gakona Junctiohad our locafmalloi the community

dumpi althoughnonJunctionitesibought and sol do

Copyright (€) Davia Mudrick, 2020

"There goes the ‘Call of the Child.””
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| updated théiCall of the Childo cartoonby ma&kingt h e  baailmpré apparent. Previously, some
r e ad e r soticedd,dnferdirtgamore suggestive meanifigm the caption Even so, rom
deadinth&Copper Vuifkaidey . 60N

What more can | say about the dtepehouse cartoon? |
woul dndt bsmeonslidmakeasheude fronmi duct
tape, with thgossibleexception of the windows, whiatould
havebeenmade from clear packing tapéthink bush pilots were
required to carryrmemergencyoll of duct(akafil00-mile-per
hour jape

Like mosteverything elsegvenmy two other favoritémedia i
wire coat hangers and cardboahirt board$ the quality ofduct
tape has declined over the years. Instead of tigdnowyou
mayfind plastic duct tape. It is weaker and deteriorates quicker,
but 1t do e s whichistiserodyliplus. agsesdhaving
duct tape available in so many colors now is another plus. The
ones | use ar@hite, black, andhe old silvergray. | discovered
Mkt aluminum duct tape some years ago, Whi(_:h you a_c_tdall;se on
e hot furnaceducts. One exceptioto decreasing qualitg blue

“Uh... yes, Iguess thisisthefirsthouse P @i n t g areweptodugt ¢ madesome pinwheel

I've ever seen made entirely of duct weathervanes or 6 years ago that have stowdfront of our

e housesince then.Their steeringfins area wire perimetespanned
wi t h bl ue tpathasiastetdnraughhetiaqgidesun, rainsnow,ice, wind, and cicadasl have

no plans to build a house witlluep ai nt ¢ thaugh. t ap e
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Yes, the teacher in thancoln-andWashingtorsilhouettes
cartoon does look like Patutl dondét t hink |
intentionally. As | mentioned, wean andeamtaughtGakona
School for the last month of the school year. &dehearned
about $0a day, as uncertified substitateHad we been
certified, it would have bee$90a day each (I was certifiable,
whichd i dcount

WhenPat workedshe gave half hesarningsto Judy Sheltomo
watchMary and JacobWhen we received our paychecks, we
found the CoppeRiver School Districhad paid us at the
certifiedteacherrate. We pointed out the error, whidhey were
happy to rectifyby cuttingnew checks After our return to
Virginia, Patwenton to become a certified teacHiararian in
the Fairfax County School District one of t Hre
truth, $50 barelycovaedgasand other expensdéisedays |
substituted at Slarachool a 126mile round trip on theften

icy Tok Cutoff. Our van gota consistent2 miles pergallon, “What's the big deal? We live in a log
uphill, downhill, fast, slow, into a headwingijth a tailwind and cabin and chop down trees, too!”
evenwhen a valve lifter failed returning from Lakeuise.

Slana wasny first substituing call and followed the first snowfallyhich is whenl discoveedmy tires
werebald.l 6d | ef t h,aarkeand snow at5:60 AM dolaltbw time to open the school and
warm it up. Because of my worn tires, | never made it up thebfgstill and spent the rest of the day at a
garageoutside Glennallehaving fournewstudded tires installed/Ve had reawheel drive butfront
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studsimproved steeringn ice. The studs were shotto existing holes in the treamhe ata timewith an

air gun Studsor chains are the onljiable solutiorsfor ice, and Ihad no trouble after thaBy law, studs
areprohibited fom April 30to October 1 so, later) had to pryeachoneoutwith a screwdriver The shop
coul dnot s @ e bteseahan the whegtsol alsohad inner tubes installed. That wasay with

me, because | rememberadstoryl had heard from hatterday Saintfriend who had servedraissionin
Alaska. One freezing night, hile he and his companion were

inside a church memb&rs c¢thelhhasths dogs thered on
pi ckupos t i ralread frozeh $okd, and thpees h a d
which pooledbetweereachtire andits wheel, froze and expanded,
creatng openings through which the air escapedter, & they

drove off a half mile or so down the ro#tk tires warmed up

enough to softeandlose their inflated shapeall goingflat
simultaneously My friend may havewvalked backo kick the dogs.

The Tok Cutoff, thérighwayto Slana featuredolind hills hiding

stands otaribou in the middle of the roahd moose chargirthe

vanobliquely fromtheshoulder Less than 3@nilesoutside

GakonaNative Village, the radio lost contact with KCAM, the only

AM station in the valley. No FM station penetrated thatdar

depended on cassette tapes for entertainment, practically wearing

out a couplef my favorites Old Corrals and Sagebrudby lan

Tyson andPancho and Leftby Merle Haggard and Willie Nelson.
“This is Dan. He just got back from  The title sog from the latter still brings a tear to my eye, as well as
‘the Slope.”” a heightened alert for.caribou
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| mentioned the need for a newcomer to understand the local
jargon Knowingthatit he S| op e 0 -richdértb Slgpe t o
region between the Brooks Range andAhetic Oceanmay be

crucial to understaridgt h e A S| o pHilh undesstaridingo n .
thatd oes ndt nec éusnylummight yncrease the oddst

Did I warn you that unlike mosquitoes, puns survive the first hard
freeze? | di dndt U sldoughome maya ny
be too many andl suppose the library cartoon incorporates
another visual one.

The local library, which was in Glennallen, wasmallbut

pleasant place take the kidon a cold day. It was also

interesting to chat with the librarian, an older womaih dyed

black hairwho Iwaslatertoldh ad been one of t he
n i gduting thePipeline boom daya decade beforasmay have
beenalocal postmistress

Copyright (©) David Mudnick, 2020

Pat would read stories fromadse library books to the kgland meat night as we allsnuggledogetheron
ourleglessbequeathedofa, under the frosty picture window that looked out orbthekspruce trees
silhouetted against swath of night skyThe light frominsidethe window glowed on the half completed
arctic porchwhile thewood stove, which never glowed red because of the reduced en¢ghngyleadfall
and rotting wood gathered late in the falarmed the cabin sufficiently to requoely thick sweatersWe
depended odeadfalls because we c olfifedoodespeaaflyfafter wk foand cubthat
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the tank of fuel oil for our furnace had to be replaced with wigtade oil. Thesummer oil had too much
paraffin, which wouldhavefrozen in thecoldand cloggedt he f eeder | i ne. We di ¢
when we first arrived, but a weddng period ofChinook winds with 10@mph gusts convinced us we

needed a backup to tle&ectricignitedoil furnace.

Fortunately Chinooksarewarm winds Unfortunately, our Chinooksepeatedly topplkthe shallow
rooted spruce trees ongtectriclines throughout the valleyutting power for hours to days at a tiraed
rendering the furnace with its electigmiter and blower faruseless Decidng we might need a heat
sourcein the middle of wintenot dependent on electricjtye got
permissiorfrom our landlord, Jim Stenberm install a heavy sheet
steelwood-burning sove borrowed from the Welds. We bought tripls
walled stove pipe to help prevent flue fires and used some appéitd
to calculate the elliptical hole the roof forthe pipe.

We alsogot permissioralsoto preemptively fell a thkreeabuttingthe
cabin It was rocking precariousiy the strong gusts, withne of its
roots lifting out of the groundin ourfront yard lay a pile olumber
andoversized plywood partitiorieft over from crates used in the
Pipeline-construction days to ship the long sections of pipe to the jo
site. At the time many locals had acquired these castoffs. | used ol
huge, stout panel to prop against the house to help deflect the tree
should fallin the wrong direction. It turned out to be unnecessary, ¢
my woodsman skillsvith anaxeproved adequate, dropping the tree  comn@omamaesse

parallel to our drivewayneither omo the cabimor intothe swampy “Our local water contains so much

tural gas, we use ice cubes for fire
run-off pond a few yards awayThewood from the felled tree was toc starters.”
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greenandhad too high a sap contentburnin our wood stoveso we continued to relypn scavenged
wood

Thefice cubes forfire starterg cartoonwas a local reference twr valley, where we haeldwaterto our
cabinin 30-gallontrash cangn the back othevan A gallonor twowould splash out on the way home

Our cleaningwater, from the local free well byhefirehouse20 miles away contained a lot of natural gas.

It was saidhat if you letit stand overnight in a closed container, you could therescaped gas off with a
lit matchafterpopping the lid A friend from Homesaidin herhomes he coul dndét ext i ng
underthe faucetbecausef thegas in the streamShe may have been joking, but | later saw a program on
the side effects dfackingfor oil, where a match held next to the tap
continued to ignitgas from the waterOur culinary anddrinking
waterwasvery pure It came from a different well, &5 cents for

30 gallons At 20 below zergpumpingwater from the vaimto the
house was notpopularchore Il wa s n 6 t ugdatethe gartdoo
because of its limited applicatioibutl found out recently it might
prove useful in a drive to get funding for a public well in\tadiey,

so Iitds now in color

|l 6ve concentrated for the most p
Int eri or, becaus easdidiha audisnceviohher e w
Bush Leagueomic strip in theCountry Journalwherea lotof the

cartoons appearedtill, many of trem wereapplicable anywhere in

the stateand somenaybeanywhere elsdecaus®f their universal

humor. | created a few cartoons involving iconic Alaskartive
themestrying not to offenctultural sensitivities. Things may have
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changed enough in the las Bearsto makesomeof the cartoons offensivebut you have to draw the line
somewhere, especiallyifybur e dr awi ng | ines in the first plac:

Because manyigetad e tamdevidté ddiginélif the torrhide cartoon | updatedt by
adding thestarsemanatingrom belowandby facing more of thgarticipantsin that direction.If you still
dondtgoggefibli anket toss. o

Back to the Northern Lightslthoughmany people associateem
with the frozen tundrahey appeaord o mragardless of the surface
environment | incorporated them intdeigloo-antennacartoon

only to indicate nightalthough of coursethe satellite T\systen
would function24 hours The humor was the ironic juxtapositioh
modernand ancient technologiesthink

coloringthis cartoorhelpedhighlightthe ‘ J.il"‘l‘u“'l,ﬁ-wi:;

gagandadded some artYou cancheck out | ,°' ,;flfj‘_,\p\,:’.‘ﬂ‘““ *

the blackandwhite original and decide for

yourself If you objectthat the antenna | "~ ( V» 7~ o

positionedtoo highfor arctic latitudes,
kudos to you, buf pointedany lower it
would look unreal toeaderswith less
knowledge of gestationarysatellites
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Weathering

This section is primarily about winteSummer inAlaska is spectaculaor so we were toldTechnically,
we enteredhe statén summeii August 1%'to be exact butafter thefirst majorfrost of the seasohad
spoiledmost ofthewild berries andill ed off the mosquitoes The latterw a s nebessarilyggood news
becauseé had planned tdnance our stapy harvestingnosquitopelts and selling them tbé tourists.
Three pelts make a mitterone each for the front and back and one for the thuvido. may have missed
thisgag inthe Copper River Country map:

DON'T FORGET
US PTARMIGANS

ORUS
FORGET-ME-NOTS

* YOU'LL
* NEVER FORGET US
COPYRIGHT

-~ % MOSQUITOES!!

©I787,2022,
DAID MUDRICK

Asl said we came to Alaskep spendheschool yearwith its long, dark nights when you could see the
Northern Lights. Summer skies are far too light, even around midnight, which is wWhskafireworks

may beshot off on New Year's Eve, rather th@mthe Fourth of July With winter comes winter weather.
The winter 0f1986:87 turned out to be a milsheby local standards, reaching 50 below zero only a couple
of times. The occasionabut toofrequent warm Chinook windsinterferedwith the usual practice of

grading snowpacked roads to a smooth sugdostead causing highways to be icy and bumpy most of the
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-~ season. They also prevented ourdaginwalls from chinking fully with

% | ice, resulting irdrafts inside alwinter. Yet, there was enough snow in
2,'\ é . the region to make the occasional trips to Anchofegeiting 6 al ong
? Bt /S~ . with a midwinter trip througtsnowfilled ThompsorPasdo Valdez,

G "b N /,/ o~ wherethe streets were snewalledcanyonsand thenouses were buried
W: :\:f\\5 ) oy /| up to thesecond floor (SeefiLastWordoin the Rearword section
/“‘iuf ;\X}‘il‘is “h Al though ev ener wassill daigeious dnlometimes
|, L e precariousit was alsaewarding
N 03 educationalfun, andespecially Fiar e
i"fr*,;-g;‘? ' meaningfubecause wavere able $ z}
; 2" to become a part of the local
| Phetrime 57 community leaving many new
Sewmsno————— friends behind when we departed

TheBigChill @ atthe and afMavy | &0 = gy

at the end of May.

4 ) >
5 AN ‘4"?-“ '\

9 ¢
3.0

In 1983 The Big Chillwas a popular movieiiTheBi g Chi |
cartoon had nothing to do with it other thesminame, which came
to my mind afterthefirst major snowfalin the valley. This was
just a whimsical drawing @xessing the sudden change to the ;
| andscape. I't wasndt meant :
peoplewoulda s k, fAiWhat 6s ?®0 dfdmbwer,y ¢
ANot hi ng. 0 outthatiery 6tdh gptoinas e it
included in a book of funny cartoons. They were right, ahd 1d r 7%=

updae or colorit for this edition but | guess white iaccurate. “Remind me to mark the road before
the next snowfall.”
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That first big snowfall was a wakeg callfor more than tires

Alaskans are known for using their yardstamage lotswhichworks

until a heavy snow turns them into cold storage unftisat thing you

di dndét put away in time jussed mi gt
again let aloneseen That 6s t he fimaekthereadbe o f
andfi p ut antifreez@loagtoons, but the latter was true in Virginia,

as well.

Even if inconvenient, the first
snowfall is usually beautiful,
not only because it covers up
those objects strewn all over
the yard, but also for the
sculpturalshapes and patterns
— creates The latefall frozen
"You think it’s too late to put in the  fgliage is covered over with a
autifreeze; pristine wrap.

Once you get away from the main ro#itg limitedfoot and motor
traffic letsthe snow remain whiter and more undisturbed for a
longer time. Then, there are the surprises, like animal tracks
indicating activity that previously went unnoticed. As fiagenter
wonderlan@ cartoon points ougven withaccompanyingain,
sometimedappiness igust a matter of perspective. “[)..Walking in a winter wonderland!”
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“Mom! It's my night for the Sears
catalog!”

Price

Sadly,the Sars catalogue cartoon is nowt of date, although the

c 0 n c e p Intheirgday @talogue sales weeebitlike online
shoppingoday. You could spend hours looking at thages otools,
togs, or toys, depending on your personal interése local
catalogue store was a counter icomnmercialestablishmenin
Glennallen Delivery was another matter. Forget abitwt speed and
convenience obnline shopping. rl those days, Alaska was still the

last frontierfor delivery. |

donot

remembewe or der

avoided it because weere never sure it would arriveefore our

planned departure in May

That was true with the US Postal Service, as wilere was no

home mail deliverysowe drove down to Gakona to pick up our mail
during post office hoursnost days.Assuming they got there at all,
anypackages woularriverippedopen orat leasexhibitteeth marks,
none of which the postal service acknowledg8till, along with

library books and with no T\Mhe Searscatalogue wasne parof

our homeentertainment package. Twthermajor components were

an AM-FM clock radio that, because of our remote location, could only pick up two stations and a Fisher

chil doé s -recadetha got censtanaysistenipgl taawyr enrall library of tapesr

dubbinginteresting programs off the clock radi®ur friends Fred and HarrieD 6 N euadessfally mailed
us a muckwelcomed batch afasséesfor the holidays
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Long nights and cold weather can bring out the aedttheworst in
people. Pagans wereight in reverencinghe winter solsticé when

the daylight hours start increasing agaisnd the Christian church in
co-opting itwith Christmas We, too, were moveds the sun

overcame théorizon and théwilight more each da We celebragd
holidayswith the communityat Gakona Schoand in outtiny church
branch Wedecorated the cabin with paper snowflakes from the floor
to the rafterandstrungour countertogheightcut spruce sapling with
lights, popcorn strings, and
paper chains. It had to be out
of reach ofJacob, now a
toddler and officiallyaone
yearold on Christmas Eve.
Holiday musigoined lan

“Who forgot to refill the ice cube Tysonon the tape player
trays?!”

-~

| shouldtalk abou Halloween.
Even thought was in fall, not winterby thenit was too cold for
doorto-door trickor-treating Thatd i d n 6 tmatterdoechubie
doors were too scattered or inaccessible to walk betwednew a
cartoon forThe BRish Leaguef acouplecowering by the dodhey
hadjust opened to expose a giant bear with a toickeat bag The
husbands saying tdis wife, Eitfier way, lear or7-foot kid in a
bearsuitt give himwhateveth e w a (Yousdn Gee it in the
ANew Ol dieso section of this “Cabin fever.” S
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i t 6 s semedhere.)iAnother Halloween cartoon showed three bundled up kidstetlimey another,
fAUndermyp a r k a prindessamdBilly, there, is a pirateWhat are you@

As wedid later forChristmas, we had a communitalloweenparty at night at Gakona School. Pre
kindergarteerMarywa s a wa r teaudifulfinnthe sostumecontest, as a snow princedathad
dressed her in a frilly borrowed dress and crowned her head with a faxepatiquiredn B.C. on the way
up,t h e fhceceriesedver her forehead. Ben was a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle, with a colored
headband and a shell made from a small wheelbarrowhaal.
dressed ups ahighwaycleanup bag, deckexitin astuffed state
issuedyellow plastic one.San was a mumm if | remember
correctly.

Despite thencreasingdaylight andadditionalholidaysi Martin

Lut her Ki ngandGrauride gBi V@ hRrag s indeedrst,
and St Paitwintecskeeinsd likedoyegerl @ m not s ul
thatGroundhog Day is even a thing in Alask&f coursetherewill

be six more weeks of winter. If onitywerejustsix more weeks!)

The nextbig thingwas spring breakup, when the ice stdgoing

outof the river,and puddles formed that were always a half inch

hi gher than the kidsd breakup bo
cabin returned tds role agun-off swamp, be&ing into all-night
songthatsounckd ike thebackgroundbfanoldTar zan movi e
Sour liille brother's Been ouf There happily reminiscing _here, although _the re_maining cartoons mostly

ten minutes. Go see if he’s frozen to reflect the throes afinter. No surprise, since the book was

the seat.” published before warmer weather really kicked in.
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The outhouse cartoamashardly an exaggeratiomhichrequires someout-backstory: Our front door
openednto alargeroom withakitchenalcovein one corner Along the backvall were o small
bedroomghatlay beneatlalow open lofttuckedbeneath thehallow peaked ceilingverlookng the front
room. The leftbedroom had a rear dothat led to a small bathroomhat took uponehalf of the remaining
floorspaceof the caln andopenednto theother half which houseda 300-gallonwatertankand an exit
doorto the backyardlt was our intention to fill the tarfior kitchen and bathroom watdyutJim Stenberg
advised ushat Thecabin hadstoodvacant for some time@ndthe tank would need to be flushed of old
water and thoroudi disinfected.Before we could do that,elearnedthat thecompany that hauled water
in the valley considered us betoo far off theirormalrouteandtoo small acustometo be worth

serving. So, we abandoneBlan Aand along with it the existingflush toilet and functional sinks. Hence,
the need to haul water in thack of our van.

To make a short stopnger,executingPlan B we installed aSwedishClivus Multrumcomposting toilet
borrowed from the Welds$n the tank room By November, becausestiroom provedtoo cold for
composting, wewitched toPlan C, digging pitprivy behindthe cabin So, the backup outback outhouse
becameour goto to-go choice. The story continuekinstalledthe privy with its hingedioor just aghe
aforementionedveekof Chinooks began Strong gustblew the door off its hinges the first night.
Throughout that weekhe door was strategically propped over the opening for privacy, but youlocokld
around it to catclany Northern Light activityrom where you satCoincidentally, November and March
are the best months for auroral displaffgash forward:Since itwas still functionablgel hadleft the door
like thatuntil spring, when | rehung it. Sure enough, S&nhenight, thewind spang up and tore the door
off, once again.
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Back to fall In anticipationof snow, Iputa large pair of
snowmobile boots inside the back door, telling the kids that if
theyeverneeded to run to the privy, they could quickly slip
theirbare orshoed feet into the larger bootShortly after that,

Mary wasout frontplayingwith herfriend, Lacey Hatley,

when $ie suddenly ran into the house. | followed her and

found her crying by the back dooShehadh ad t o figo o
instead of heading to the privy outside, thought she needed to
first run into the house and pom the boots. As a result, she
hadndét made it in time.

From a spectacular falhé days turned progressively colder as

we descended into Decembérf you6r e daserofe x p e
outhouses, yoaheck under the seat for spiders and such
before sitt itrnegn mdsoplaceyearrolindl@ut 6 s
not in Alaska in winter. There and thgu drop the seat first,

not to dislodge bugs, but to knock aff inch or so of

hoarfrost. That was a lorexplanation fowhy theouthouse
”Chinook!” cartoon wasno6t eActaafygireAlaskain n g é |
thesummer porcupines and the odd beaithe latrinearea

bigger problem thaapiders.

Copyright (¢) David Mudrick, 2021
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As true to life as the outhouse cartoon wasfitl@inook oartoonwas a deliberatefantasy althoughnot
somuch if taken in the legendary contextGfinooks There are tales of mushers furiously driving their
teams to just keep ahead of the meltagsed by thesesoa | | e d A s hnemionedhatteer s . 0
warm winds, whicmormally mighthave been welcomdijsruptedroad travel and everabin lfe. The

milled landscape timbeis our wallswere chinked with strips of insulation, which over the years had been
penetratedn many placesA constant outside sulbeezing temperatureould create icen the nicheand

gaps in thehinking, forming awind barrier, but he erraticChinooks melted tkse stop gaps, leaving it

drafty inside.

The stereotypecabinl incorporatel in that cartoonandseveralbthes was roughly like ours, except for
our raisedloor and halfconstructediarctic porcld on the front. (See thecabinphoto in theBackstory
section.) An arctic porch is an anteroom betwemrtside and the inside&ving space. It may be unheated,
but it still provides a place to hang cqatscard snowor mudpackedgear and change into interior shoes
or mukluks Our cabinalsolackedaniconic setof moose antlers. We did recovedecrepits-foot-long

half of a caribou rackrom the dumpshortly before we lefior home | mountedt conspicuouslyo the
front of theluggagerack thatoppedour van a gift from Don Johnson of our branch.stayedhereall the
way back to Virginiawhichembarrassethekids when occupants of passing gaoestedatit. We came
close to losinghe half rackwhenreentering th&tates at the Blaine, Washington, border crossing. The

U.S.Customofficeras ked me, ADo you h a vitdookamep mommernit to fighreout t h
what he was referrirmg,tohaaftbrngRi cWel puékpkded
gnawed on and moss coverddégbutkiypuresaponadase, i
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| guess tk i Fostheave cartoon is the companion piecktbe
fiChinook one. The land surface in much of the North is a
thin layer of soil ovellaying a deep expanse of permafrost
permanently frozen i¢solil, rotted vegetative matteand rock
fiPermanentlyo n | y u n tRodds and buildisga luilt .
directly onpermafrost put pressure on it, which calsé heat
up and melt At somepointthe overloadmaystartsinking into
the groundas was happening with our cabibespite having a
foot or so ofopen spacender the floor, which was propped up
on short piers, the center of the cabiais considerabliower
thanthe endsFrost heaving is thepposite when sufficient
moisture in the ground freezard pushes up theoil above it
Both processes are destructive to surface struct@elsitions
involve trying to keep permafrost colthd with frost heaving,
trying tostabilize oremove subsurface moisturBrost heave
“Frost heave.” dondt suddety as indhe cartoon, btiheycanform
literally overnight anaignificantlywarpthe surface

Ice lenses arthe reversef frost heaves: Aargeaccumulatiorof undergroundce melts awayevenafter
a thowsand yeardeavng behindan invisiblehollow cavity. Ro b e r t  Pie ColleggdAtasks, o n
describedo mehow apreviously unknowrnce lensin his drivewayhadmelted. It collapsed suddenly
when abulldozer drove over iswalloving the machine andlmostthe driver, who barely escaped.
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Increasing global temperatures are especially threatening to Atesitaseto 85% of the state may
overlay permafroghatis beginning to melprecipitously Permafrost depths range from a few feet to a
coupleof thousandlepending on latitude and underlying geologic structulresddition tocreating
surface instabilitymelting permafrost, whichontains an abundanoé frozenplantmass further
accelerates greenhouse warming by releasamigon dioxide and methaasthefrozenvegetatiorresumes
rotting. Suchrapid changes in the environment disrupt the habitat
to which animal and plant life have adapted awélennia This

is not the placéor a detailed discussipbut those twocartoons

may beas much humoasl shouldattempt to extradrom

changing temperatures.

Let meclarify that. The humor in the beach cartoon is also
derived from changingemperatures but changing them by
changingyourlocaion. SomeAlaskansarefortunate enougthat
they carafford toi or desperate enoughat theyhave toi go
fOutsided to Hawaiior other warm placesuring the winter.That
cartooncausedneyearsof soul searchingalbeit editorialnot
aboutfleeingthe cold. We hadsought outhefreezing
temperature$ Originally,itr e a d AFrankl vy, I
the | ow was atNowmioreadshel lecsotu | cdragd
less..0 | went back and fortkeveral times in 1987 deciding
which to use.Most peoplesayficouldo whenthey mean

oW (€) D Mudnch, 202

“Frankly, I couldn’t care less what
the low was at home last night!”
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fic o u | dhe E&tter, béindogically correct. | decided to go with usadbe first timebut, 38 years later,

changed my mindNext time?

Copyriah (B Do Mudnck. 2320

”You wanna run the dogs or go inside
and play computer games?”
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We 6 r quite domewith winter cartoons. ThieBumor in theone
about running the dogs or playingmputer gameis thesame as
that in theigloo-antenna cartoon the ironic juxtaposition of
modernand ancient technologiésasis true withsome others in
this collection. Onedifferencebetweerthosetwo is in the

housing depicted. Thgloo represents a traditional, if
temporary, structure, whereas freme housesupposedly
permanent, is orghirust on the Natives by a ndative culture.
Still, in both, as ireality, the locals have adapted the electronic
age to their own situationNon-Natives and the local animal
population can learn to bend technology to their needs, too, as we
seein the next two cartoonb, e | o weé

Does thecartoon of thesleddogwith its pluggedin electric

heate alsohave theechnology juxtapositiotheme?What about

the one othe beatapping theTransAlaska Oil Rpeline for
heat?Deci de for yoursel f. | dond
judgements arasuallya f t er t h e fcensciouslgpartd we
of my creatingany ofthe cartoons



Withtheidar n good g u efmnal oneimtidis secton|thaveinelydedanorginal or modified
version ofeach of th&1 cartoondrom Too Far Northin 1987 andin approximately thesame order as

then The next section, New Oldies, presezfiscartoonsmostly updated versionsofies t hat di dn
appeaback thenmost of which were drawn aftdre bookwas publ i shed. And of
commentary, whichhoped o e s n6t detract fr om vy oarticulaganyj oy me nt
additionaldiscussion oftte nature of their humpwhich may be an unanswerable question
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