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Foreword 

Tom Duck and Harry, a pig, reside at Cow Manor, the home of African American 

farmers Al and Ellie MacDonald, a short hop as the duck flies from the hamlet of 

Gozaimasu, Ohio.  Harry was born on the farm and has never traveled other than to 

the nearby town, but he has a broader, if questionable, world view gleaned from the 

Southern Ohio Bugle and radio and television broadcasts captured on the 

MacDonalds’ front porch.  Tom, a former resident of New York City, has fled the rat 

race to find relief in this pastoral setting.  Although content with his new life, he 

thinks an exploration of the nearby lake and its environs would be educational for 

him and his porcine pal.  The ensuing adventure with its unforeseen events and 

unusual acquaintances, sometimes bordering on the bizarre, proves enlightening, if 

not life changing, for both of them.    

If the plot seems to be unscripted and the drawings look like they were executed on 

the cartoonist’s lap while commuting by public transportation, you are correct.  

Although originally drafted in 2004 and 2005, the adventure was not completely 

published for twenty years, in May 2025, which may be an auspicious time to let us 

know that things could always be worse.
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Day 1 - Down the River 

Tom strikes a nerve when he proposes a local trip to Harry.  What follows 

is an epic historic-hysteric journey. 
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Day 2 - Strange Trip to Pine Island 

Tom and Harry, accompanied by the erstwhile stowaway rats, set out for 

the iconic island they have seen on every trip up Tractor Hill.  The 

unexpected and startling nature of their progression to the island leaves 

them unnerved on the beach. 
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Day 3 - Into the Woods 

The Corps of Discovery plunges into the piney woods only to find that 

reaching the summit is truly an uphill struggle.  
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Day 4 - The Belly of the Beast 

Our intrepid band literally delves into the secret of Pine Island, but can 

they reemerge? 
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Day 5 - Long Day's Journey into the Sewer 

The next morning, our crew sets sail for further adventure, again not 

knowing where night will find them. 
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Day 6 - Pig in the City 

After an overnight stay with the sewer rats, Tom and Harry continue their 

explorations, this time footloose in an urban setting.  
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Day 7 - The League of Extraordinary 

Animals  

-or-  

Mutiny on the Leaky 

What started out as a random adventure becomes a critical mission to 

save Gozaimasu, the lake, and all the area residents.   
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Day 8 - Return to Old Gozaimasu 

Tom and Harry find themselves in Gozaimasu, but there is no time to visit 

the Tastee Diner or take in a movie at the 1-1/2 Cinema Complex. 

 

  



136 
 

  



137 
 

  



138 
 

 

 

  



139 
 

 

  



140 
 

  



141 
 

  



142 
 

  



143 
 

  



144 
 

  



145 
 

  



146 
 

  



147 
 

  



148 
 

  



149 
 

  



150 
 

  



151 
 

  



152 
 

  



153 
 

  



154 
 

  



155 
 

  



156 
 

  



157 
 

  



158 
 

  



159 
 

 

 

 

 

Day 9 - Working the Grid 

Admittedly, our plot has spiraled out of control, but what made you think 

it was ever planned out in advance? 
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Day 10 - Stand by your Sty 

Finally, we can anticipate some resolution.  If you’re offended by all this, 

you may demand some restitution, but if you’ve gotten this far, you have 

no one to blame but yourself.   
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Want More Tom Duck and Harry? 

Check out their website, Tom Duck and Harry: 

Ohio Gothic (https://tomduckandharry.com), 

with additional Tom and Harry features, such 

as 150 daily and single-panel strips in the 

Tom Duck and Harry Sampler; the first nine 

days of The Alaskan Adventure of Tom Duck 

and Harry, which is currently stalled in British 

Columbia; the history of Gozaimasu, Ohio; 

and other comic strip backstory and trivia. 

Best yet, or even worse, there are several major non pig-duck sections, including the 

following:  

◼ Our Alaska cartoon books:  Too Far 

North and Living Too Far North 

◼ Physics Cartoons for Photonics and 

Quantum Mechanics 

◼ The Duck Blind, Where Mess-cellany 

Lurks – odds and ends, mostly odds 

◼ Wacky website policies and other 

metadata  

◼ The Marmaduke Files, setting the 

record straight on that comic strip 

◼ A Return to the Dark Ages of One 

and One Half Wits Dot Com 

\ 

https://tomduckandharry.com/
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The Critics Rave/Rage about 

The First Adventure of Tom Duck and Harry 

“A stunning tour de force among graphic novels!...  Oh, I thought you were 

asking about the latest volume of Bone.  In that case, a tour de farce.”   

— Rolling Stonehenge 

“We waited twenty years for him to finish posting this?!”   

— Journal of Idiotology 

“Thank goodness comic strips can’t be published on Audible!”   

— Audiobooks Review 

“The humor and story line are dubious.  The artwork looks like it was executed 

on the cartoonist’s lap while riding the bus or subway.”  [editor’s note:  It was] 

— Washington Postage Book World 

“How come the Rob’t E Leak keeps changing size?”   

— A reader in Ms Finley’s 3
rd

 grade class 

“Pork filled… a disgusting abomination!”  — Elon Musk 

\ \ \ 


