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About this Second Edition 

I started compiling the book you are reading, the second edition 

of my 1987 book Too Far North, A Northern Cartoon Odyssey, 

in the winter of 2021-22, amid surging variants of the Covid-19 

novel coronavirus.  This variant of the book includes colored 

and updated versions of the 61 original black-and-white 

cartoons, plus 25 additional ones produced mostly after the first 

edition was published.  The reason for that book is summarized 

in the 1987 ñDear Readerò letter above.  I created those 

cartoons during the fall of 1986 and the following winter in our 

litt le cabin in the tiny settlement of Gakona Junction, Alaska, a 

place so small that had there been room for a road sign, it 

would have said ñWelcomeò on both sides.  They were 

executed in drawing pen on note paper, mostly by lantern light 

after Pat and our then five kids were asleep.   

The impetus for revising the book and cartoons almost three 

and a half decades later was Linda and Jeremy Weld 

resurrecting their biweekly print newspaper, the Copper River 

Country Journal, where the original cartoons first appeared, as 

a website (www.countryjournal2020.com) in 2020 to combat   
A cover illustration for the Copper River 

Country Journal during our Alaska sojourn 

http://www.countryjournal2020.com/
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the lack of critical and reliable information for the residents of 

the Copper River Valley about the Covid pandemic.  This huge 

geographic area, the size of West Virginia, has a population of 

about 2,500 people, Native and non-Native, scattered in small 

villages and smaller hamlets on and off the road.  The Welds 

had stopped printing the Journal in 1999, and subsequently 

there had been no similar news source in the region.  I started 

sending them the reworked cartoons to add humor and visual 

punch to the website, although the gags werenôt necessarily any 

funnier than when in black and white and the vehicles in the 

cartoons were old enough that you could still crank the 

windows up and down after shutting off the motor.  With 

tourism returning to Alaska, we hope this small volume 

may provide a lasting reminder of the Last Frontier and its 

unique natural and social environment.  

ñYouôd almost think they knew when 
hunting season was over.ò 

The first cartoon, which appeared in the 

Copper River Country Journal October 15, 

1986, in a special introductory issue seeking 

advertisers prior to ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ publication 
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Copper River 

Country 
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On and Off the Road 
Two-thirds of the residents of Alaska live in urban centers like Fairbanks, Juneau, and Anchorage (where 

the majority reside).  Otherwise, they live on the road, on the coast, or in the Bush.  ñOn the roadò means 

accessible by car or truck; ñon the coastò by air or sea; and ñin the Bushò by air, water, ATV (all-terrain 

vehicle), dog sled, snowmachine, on foot, on skis, or on snowshoes, but in all areas, accessible only if 

weather, terrain, and circumstances permit it.   

All road surfaces ï concrete, asphalt, gravel, and dirt ï require frequent maintenance for rockfalls, 

washouts, and permafrost damage.  The great majority of the state consists of unimaginably vast tracts, 

unpopulated other than by permanent and migratory fauna.   
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I donôt remember whether or not this sketch 

was done at the same time as  the ñfour wheel 

driveò cartoon.   
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Off the Ground 
Given the lack of a statewide road system, airplanes are the lifeblood of many Alaskan communities and 

government and commercial operations.  Local and private landing strips are very common.  Despite the 

opportunities for airborne humor, the harsh Alaskan environment means youôre never far from the potential 

for tragedy.  The same small plane in which Jeremy Weld and I flew to Anchorage on New Yearôs Eve 

1986 crashed onto frozen Lake Iliamna, at the head of the Alaska Peninsula, March 5, 2022, while I was 

working on this second edition.
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This 1987 ñhijackò cartoon is now out of date.  At the time, 

hijacking by state-sponsored terrorists was not uncommon, although 

not in obscure, unprofitable places like the Alaskan Bush.  

Nevertheless, even then, despite the potential for humor, I 

questioned the efficacy of including a political cartoon, because of 

the volatile nature of politics in general and the potentially short 

lifespan of the specific material, funny or not.  Of course, I included 

it, anyway, but this time Iôm not going to.  Oops, too late.  Well at 

least Iôm not going to color it.  You can wire that to the Ayatollah. 
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Not sure about this one?  That was true for enough people 

originally that twenty years later I wrote a short essay, 

ñMy Brush with Alaskan Humor - or - What's So Funny 

about Running into a Moose?ò, which you can find in the 

Appendix. 
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Mush, You Huskies! 
Throughout the state, mushing, aka dogsledding, is a popular occupation or sport, depending on your needs 

and perspective.  However, the romance and the reality of mushing donôt always mesh.  During our initial 

weeks of touring, we watched a dry-land sled demonstration in Denali National Park.  A female park 

ranger came over to Pat and discretely advised her not to let seven-month-old Jacob walk near the sled 

dogs.  She said that they viewed little children not as humans but as prey.  This was later corroborated by 

Linda Weld, who told us of having to pull her toddlerôs booted foot from the jaws of one of her dogs.  Iôve 

heard some people say they prefer snowmachines, because if you break down, they wonôt try to eat you.  
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Coexisting with Nature 
Some rural citizens gather edible plants and berries to supplement their diets or harvest wood for shelter, 

furniture, and fuel.  Many use wild-animal resources through trapping, hunting, and fishing or are the 

beneficiaries of others in their families and communities.  Alaskans must exercise a degree of coexistence 

when interacting with their four-footed, winged, and finned neighbors to ensure healthy animal populations 

as well as healthy human individuals when, say, in close contact with a bear or moose.
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Animal Sign 
ñSignò can mean a posted message but also an indication of animal presence through things like tracks and 

calls, or as with moose, high browse marks on trees and the ever-popular ñmoose berriesò.  This section is 

concerned with the comical aspect of animal behavior, so we will further explore the latter meaning of the 

word, but donôt be surprised that it starts and ends with the former.  
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If you donôt understand this cartoon, ask an older personé  

maybe much older.  
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As with the howling-wolf cartoon, I include this out-of-date cartoon, 

left, as an example of how you never know what the future might 

hold.  ñThe Cosby Showò was hugely popular in 1987 when the book 

was published.  I could have added color and replaced that show 

name with a current one, but popularity is a fickle thing, even if one 

doesnôt fall out of it as abruptly as this one.  For example, consider 

another popular show at the time, ñALF.ò  Who?  
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If you are wondering what kind of bears are in these cartoons, this 1987 

sketch will only add to the confusion.
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People Sign 
Like anywhere else, Alaska has its share of unique customs and idiosyncrasies that may not be familiar to a 

new arrival.  However, if one is attentive and practices discretion, he or she will sooner or later learn the 

local lingo and practices, or, if not, decide to leave town rather than risk offending a largely armed 

populace. 
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Calendared Events 
We spent the school year in Gakona Junction, so the holidays and other dated events during that time were 

tainted by the environment, usually cold, sometimes stormy, and often dark.  What we missed were the 

long days of the short Alaskan summer and the uncountable legions of mosquitoes and other biting insects.  
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Two Bush League 

Thanksgiving 

cartoons, from 1986 

(left) and 1987 (right)  
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Weathering 
Like the previous section, this one is primarily about winter.  Summer in Alaska is spectacular, or so we 

were told.  Technically, we entered the state in summer ï August 15th to be exact ï but after the first major 

frost of the season, which had spoiled most of the wild berries and killed off the mosquitoes.  The latter 

wasnôt necessarily good news, because I had planned to finance our stay by harvesting mosquito pelts and 

selling them to the tourists.  Three pelts make a mitten:  one each for the front and back and one for the 

thumb.  Similarly, you may have missed this gag in the lower left corner of the Copper River Country map:   
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This cartoon was a whimsical drawing expressing the sudden 

change to the landscape following the valleyôs first major 

snowfall.  (The Big Chill was a popular 1983 movie with which 

the cartoon had nothing to do other than its name.)  The cartoon 

wasnôt meant to be funny, but it was funny when people would 

ask, ñWhatôs so funny about it?ò and Iôd answer, ñNothing.ò  

Theyôd point out that, in that case, it shouldnôt be included in a 

book of funny cartoons.  They were right, and I didnôt update or 

color it for this edition, but I guess black and white is accurate for 

the content.  You still may rightfully ask, ñWhy are you including 

it in a book of funny cartoons?ò 
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