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Covers andntroduction from the
1987 First Edition of Too Far North

700 EAR NORTH

“DO YOU THINK SOMEONE'S TRYING TO TELL US SOMETHING?"

A Northern Cartoon Odyssey by David Mudrick

Gakona Junction, Alaska
February 1987

Dear Reader,

My wife, Pat, our five kids, and I arrived in Alaska in August 1986 to experience
a winter in the North. We settled in the Copper River Valley at Gakona Junction, a
few houses and a hotel at the intersection of the Richardson Highway and the Tok
Cutoff. Although jobs and money were in short supply, there was no shortage of
humorous material concerning the verities of life in the North — the road, bush
pilots, dog mushers, hunting and fishing, cabin fever, and the like.

I began "The Bush League” cartoon for the Copper River Country Journal, a
new regional newspaper. Some people thought they were funny, which was all the
encouragement I needed. Soon, I decided to collect some of those cartoons and
others into the present book. | hope you enjoy them.

Sincerely,

DavdWuduck




About this Second Edition

| started compiling tb book you are reading, tsecond edition
of my 1987 bookloo Far North, A Northern Cartoon Odysse|
in the winter of 20222, amid surging variants of the Co\i®
novel coronavirus. This variant of the book includes colorec
and updated versions thfe 61 original blaclkandwhite
cartoons, plug5 additional ones producedostly after the first
editionwas published The reason for théiookis summarized
in the 1987 fnDear Reader o |
cartoons during the fall of 1986 and the following winter in o
little cabin in the tiny settlement of Gakona Junction, Alaaka
place so small that had there been room for a roadisign
woul d have said i WEhkyowereme 0 ¢
executed in drawing pen on note papeostly by lantern light
afterPat andbur then five kids were asleep.

The impetus for revising tH@ook andcartoonsalmost three
and a half decades lateas Linda and Jeremy Weld

resurrecting their biweekly print newspaper, @@pper River

Volume 1, Number 6

50¢ Copper River ;ﬁ
Country Journal

The Magaxine of Copper River Country, Santhoeatral Alaska January 15, 1987

In the Bush League

Wh n computer expert David Mudrick, his wife Pat, and their five child-

Dan, Sam, Ben, Mary, and Jacob — left Virginia and headed north
l.a | summer, ihey didn’t know wha t to expect. The yfnund (‘x)p Rwer
Country .., . and David's car > gria ﬂ' oun:
try Jo urnal since its first issue 3 months ago.

Country Journalwhere the original cartoons first appeared, ¢
a website \{y\ww.countryjournal2020.co)rin 2020 to combat

A cover illustration for th&€€opper River
Country Journadluring our Alaska sojourn

cCr ea


http://www.countryjournal2020.com/

The Bush League

By David Mudrick

AYoudd al most think
hunting season we

Thefirst cartoon whichappearedin the

Copper River Countrgurnal October 15,
1986 in a special introductory issue seekin
advertisers prior tai K S Ljpubliéadh a

Vi

the lack ofcritical and eliable informatiorfor the residents of

the Copper River Vallegbout theCovid pandenic. This huge
geographic aredhe size of West Virginia, has a population of
about 2500people Native and nofNative, scattered in small
villages and smaller hamlets on and off the road. The Welds
had stopped printing thipurnalin 1999, and subsequently
there had been no similar news source in the region. | started
sending them the reworked cartoons to add humor and visual
punch to the website, although
funnier than when in black and whaed thevehiclesin the
cartoonswere old enough that you couddill crank the

windows up and down after shutting off the motuvith
tourismreturning to Alaska, we hope this small volume
may provide a lasting reminder of the Last Frontier and its
unique natural and social environment



ALASKA RANGE 7

Cartoon Map of
Copper River
Country




On and Off the Road

Two-thirds of the residents of Alaska live in urban centers like Fairbanks, Juneau, and Anchorage (where
the majority reside). Ot herwise, they | ive on
accessible by carbyraitrr ucrk ;s élao;n arhde fcioma-sirtdiie Bu s |
vehicle), dog sled, snowmachine, on foot, on skis, or on snowshoes, but in all areas, accessible only if
weather, terrain, and circumstances permit it.

All road surface$ concreteasphalt, gravel, and dirtrequire frequent maintenance for rockfalls,
washouts, and permafrost damage. The great majority of the state consists of unimaginably vast tracts,
unpopulated other than by permanent and migratory fauna.
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Copyright (€) David Mudrick, 2020

“"How was the road?”



“Don’t worry, it’s in four wheel drive!”
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Off the Ground

Given the lack of a statewide road system, airplanes are the lifebloahgiaskan communities and
government and commercial operations. Local and private landing strips are very common. Despite the
opportunities for airborne humor, the harsh Al a
for tragedy. The same small plane in which Jeremy Weld and | flew to Anchanalee w Y ear 6 s E\
1986 crashed onto frozen Lake llismat the head of the Alaska Peninsiarch 5, 2022, while | was

working on this second edition.



“Ever notice how you can lose your
sense of direction in those fog banks?”



10

Copyright (€) Davis Mudrick, 2021

..and down there, if you could see it
through the fog, is the largest glacier
in the region...



This 1987 fAhijackod cartoon i s nc
hijacking by statesponsored terrorists was not uncommon, although

not in obscure, unprofitable places like the Alaskan Bush.
Neverthelesssven thendespite the potential for humor, |

guestioned the efficacy of including a political cartoon, because of

the volatile nature of politics in general and the potentially short
lifespan of the specific material, funny or not. €trse, | included

it, anyway, but this time | 6m nc
|l east 1 6m not going to color it.

Copynight () David Mudrick, 1987, 2021

“Wire the Ayatollah not to hijack any
more bush pilots!”
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Not sure abouthis one?That was true forreough people
originally thattwenty years later | wrote a short essay,
AMy Brush wit horAWhats 8oaFonnyH u mo |
about Running into a Moose?:«

Appendix.

Copyright (©) David Mudrick. 2020
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Mush, You Huskiels

Throughout the state, mushing, aka dogsledding, is a popular occupation or sport, depending on your nee:
andperspective However, the romance and the reality o
weeks of touring, we watched a dand sled demonstration in Denali National Park. A female park

ranger came over to Pat and discretely advised her not to letsewvehold Jacobwalk near the sled

dogs. She said that they viewed little children not as humans but as prey. This was lateratedrblyo
Linda Weld, who told us of having to pull her t
heard some people say they prefer snowmachines,

13
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Copyright (¢) David MUGrick, 2021

“Hush! Hush you muskies!... er...”




opyright () David Mudrick, 2021

“"Mush to you, too, fella!”
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Madeik,

Copyright (c) David Mudrick, 2020
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”...and this is my ocean-going model.”



Copyright (¢) David Mudrick, 2020
“I just can't figure out why she left
me!”
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Coexisting with Nature

Some rural citizens gather edible plants and berries to supplement thear digtgest wood for shelter,
furniture,andfuel. Manyusewild-animal resources through trapping, hunting, and fishingetha
beneficiaries of others in their families and communiti&kaskans must exercisedagree of coexistence
when interacting with thefour-footed, winged, and finneakeighborgo ensure healthy animal populations
as well as healthy human individuals when, sag|osecontact with a bear or moose.

20



Copyright (©) David MUdNEK. 2020

The food chain
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Windrick

”Not so fast!”

Copyright (©) Davia Mudnek, 2320



Copyrght () Davio Mugnox, 2020

”I don’t want your money. Just tell me
where you got your moose!”

25



26

Pdaick:

‘u:wv' © Davis Mudres 2020

“I suppose we could wait for him to
move, but somehow I think he
deserves to get away!”



Copyrignt (&) Dawia Muaricx, 2020

Duck hunters flying in
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Copyright (©) David Mudrick, 2020
”No, those aren’t geese.
They're swans.”



Animal Sign

ASi gno can mean asoanadicatiendf ammaat meaenae thimugh things like tracks and
calls, oraswith moose, high browse marks on treesl theevep o pul ar fi moThissectitme r r i e
concerned with the comical aspect of animal behavior, so wéwihler explore the latteneaningof the

wor d, but d otmbittstarts and endsrwihe forsnerd
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Copynght ©) David Mudrick, 2020

”“I only howl after eleven, when rates
go down.”

you dondét understand this cartoon,
maybe much older.
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Copyright (C) David Mudrick, 2020

“Don’t you ever tire of eating out?”
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Copyright () Dovio Mudinicx, 2020

"Vroooom vroom! Rat-a-tat-tat!”
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Copynght (€) David Mudrick, 1987, 2021

”Hurry! ‘'The Cosby Show' is about to
begin!”

As with the howlingwolf cartoon,| include thisout-of-datecartoon

left, as a example of how you never know what the future might

hol d. AThe Cosby Showo walsookhuge
was published. | could have added color and replaced that show
namewith a current one, but popularity is a fickle thing, even if one

d o e dah dutof it asabruptlyasthis one For examplegonsider

anot her popul ar show at the ti me



“Headhunters!!”
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Copyright (©) Davie Muanck. 2020

“Get born, swim to the sea, grow up,
return to your birthplace, spawn, and
die.... There’s got to be more to life

than that!”
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Copyrght (&) Lavid Mudrics, 2020



i rmema e et
ooyright {€) Davic Mudrick, 2020
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Copynght (€) David Mudrick, 2021

”Last one in the hot spring is a polar
bear!”

"\T SAYS, "SHC WAS RIGHT: . . . )
IT WAS A GRIZZLY, If youare wondering what kind of bears are in these cartoons, this 1987

NOT A BLAGK B4R > sketchwill only add to the confusion.

Copyright © Dovid Mudrick, 1987, 2022
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“THs LaGEST CONCSATRATION OF BALD E€AGLES IN THE WORLD
OCCURS AWNG THE HAINES HIGMIWAY DuRiNG SALMoN RUNS.

THESE. MAGN IF(CENT BIRDS ARE LASILY \DINTLEAD NS TALY
PERCH IV THE CAVYON.

Copyright © David Mudrick, 2022




Copyright © David Mudrick, 1987, 2022

"I think it's called 'punk'..."

43






People Sign

Like anywhere else, Alaska has its share of unique customs and idiosyncrasies that may not be familiar to
newarrival. However, if one is attentive and practices discretion, he or she will sooner or later learn the
local lingo and practices, or, if not, decide to leave town rather than risk offending a largely armed
populace.
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Capyright (€) Davia Muarck. 2020

"Sure, the stars are pretty here, but...”



DUMP
RULES

© NG NOTHIN'

D KgeP ALL REFUSE
WITHIN TRENCH
.

ZRVD 8

The town shopping mall
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Copynight (€) Devic Mudrick. 2020

“"Look! A down-filled swimsuit!”



Copyrght (€ Davia Musrck, 2020

”...and this is our bush model. It runs
on propane.”
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"DON'T woRRY, THAT HAPPENS To
EVERTONE THg FIRST TIME THEY
PRICE A HAMBURGER UP Herg 1M

Copyright © David Mudrick, 2022




Copyright (€) David Mudrick. 2020

“There goes the 'Call of the Child.””
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Copyright (¢) David Mudrick, 2021

"Frankly, I moved out here so I could
smoke without being hassled."



Copyright (€) Davia Mudick, 2020

“Uh... yes, Iguess this is the first house
I've ever seen made entirely of duct

tape.”
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Copyright (€) David Mudnck, 2020

”This is Dan. He just got back from
‘the Slope.””




Copyright (©) David Muaneck. 2020
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Copynght () David Mudrick, 1987, 2022

”Our local water contains so much
natural gas, we use ice cubes for fire
starters.”



Copynight (€) David Mudrick, 2021

"Henry, would you mind coming
out here and reciting a few stanzas
of 'The Cremation of Sam McGee'
for these good folks?"
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Copyright © David Mudrick, 1987, 2022

"Are you still 'burning the midnight
seal oil'?"



Copyright (€) Davis Mudrick, 2020
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Copyngre (€) Dowe Mugrick. 2020
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Calendaed Events

We spent the school year in Gakona Junction, so the hobadaysther dated everdsring that time were
tainted by theenvironment, usually cold, sometimes stormy, and often daftkat we missed @arethe
long days of the short Alaskan summer andutheountable legions of mosquitoes and other biting insects.
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Copyright © David Mudrick, 1987, 2022

"It ought to be dark enough to set
them off by... September 2nd."



“Either way, bear or 7-foot kid in a bear
suit... give him whatever he wants!”

Copyright © David Mudrick, 2024
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The Bush League

- By David Mudrick —

! VYO
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"I'm thankful it's turkeys and not ptarmigans!"

64

Two Bush League
Thanksgiving
cartoons, from 1986
(left) and 1987 (right)

r_ By David Mudrick

The Bush League

“A disguise is a good idea, but you

might have picked a safer one!”




from the

Copper River Country Journal

Copyright ©David Mudrick, 1987, 2023 Mhdince
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Copyright (€) David Mudrick, 1988, 2021

"Oh, boy! This firecracker ought to
start the new year with a bang!"




Copyright © David Mudrick, 1988, 2022

"I must have set the alarm wrong...

It's only half past February!"

67



68

L DRESIDENLS DAY

T £ (2) Novid Nudrcs, 2

"What's the big deal? We live in a log
cabin and chop down trees, too!”



Copyright © David Mudrick, 1988, 2022

"Search party? Heck, no, I'm from
the IRS... Your taxes are late!"
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Copyright © David Mudrick, 2021

"Dear grandma and grandpa,

Today I was voted smartest, cutest,
and most likely to succeed in the senior
class. The other half of the class was
voted most athletic, most talented, and
and funniest."



Weathering

Like theprevious sectionhis oneis primarily about winter. Summer in Alaska is spectacular, or so we
were told. Technically, we entered the state in sunirdergust 1% to be exact butafter the first major

frost of the seasgnvhichhad spoiled most of the wild berries and killed off the mosquitoes. The latter
wasnot necessarily good news, because | had pl a
selling them to the tourists. Three pelts make a mitten: one edtte fivont and dck and one for the

thumb. Similarly, you may have missed this gag in tbeer left corner of th€opper River Country map:

DON'T FORGET
US PTARMIGANS

ORUS
FORGET ME-NOTS

YOU LL
NEVER FORGET US

COPYRIGHT MOSQUITOES
@187, 20
DAND MUDRICI(
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This cartoon was whimsical drawing expressing the sudden

5|
i

l §\ H oy ‘ change to the landscapeo | | owi ng t he vall eyd
!? -,;7 N & \ . snowfall (The Big Chillwas a populat983movie with which

l:,’ \3’5\: o i - :4 the cartoon had nothing to do other than its naribe cartoon

;./”/,\\ ~ A AMA wasnot meant to be funny, but i
f‘/‘faz;:;\i}é'%ﬁ Aﬂw"“ ask, AWhatdés so funny about it?
Hy; L T | Theydd pointhatcasgut s hatil dndt be i
NAC I 1 book of funny cartoons. aghey w
?’45%;;*;} " ’ colorit for this edition bu | guesslack andwhite is accuratéor

? w theontent You sti | | may rightfully &
;W* ’ it in a book of funny cartoons?
&TFT?EI.’-.‘» ek, 19 - T

The Big Chill
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Wadrick
Copyight (C) David Muarick, 2020

“Remind me to mark the road before

the next snowfall.”
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