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Student Voices 

Connor Johnson 

03DV26 

My name is Connor Johnson, and I am a member of the new 03DV26 cohort.  

So far, I have absolutely loved my experience here at the Vet Tech Institute  

of Indiana. The thing that has stood out to me the most is just how passionate  

everyone is about animals. Throughout lectures, the instructors have used  

their own animals in examples and anecdotes, which makes learning the  

material both easier and more entertaining for me. One of my favorite aspects  

of this place is how approachable everyone is. From the teachers and  

administrators to Dr. Ritz, I feel like I could walk up to anyone and have a  

conversation. 

 

I think what has surprised me most about being a student here is the sense of  

community. At larger institutions and  

universities, like those I am used to, it is very  

easy to get lost in the crowd. But here, the  

smaller class sizes create a much more personal  

environment that allows you to truly get to know  

your classmates and teachers. Because of the  

focused nature of the program, I know that all  

my classmates and I share at least one important  

thing in common: a love for animals. 

 

Additionally, the support provided by the teachers is fantastic. They are always willing to answer questions 

and provide a variety of study resources, including Kahoot, lecture slides, and study guides. It is clear to me 

that they genuinely want us to succeed.  

 

These first few weeks have truly been amazing, and I cannot wait to see what the rest of the program has in 

store for me. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Photos Around Campus 

A quick photo with one of the adorable farm 

horses for 03DV25 students Jane Guest, 

Miranda Silvestre, Arianna Dunn, Constance 

Baniaga, Robert Huckins, Elizabeth Dodd, Lucy 

Jones, and Bonnie Rexroat. 

A well-deserved break in the sunshine at the farm. 

Cast complete! 03DV25 student Jane 

Guest displays her handiwork after 

placing a leg cast on a horse at the farm. 

07DV25 students Cheyanne Black and 

Jaclyn Jackson proudly showing off their 

new pennants. We love VTI! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Photos Around Campus 

 

Constance Baniaga and Miranda Silvestre 
 

Bonnie Rexroat and Liz Dodd 

Lexi Lloyd and Taylor Achor 

 

Lucy Jones and Jane Guest 

These 03DV25 students paused for a quick photo after gowning up and scrubbing in for the first 

time. One step closer to surgery term! 



 

Underrated Animals 

Desert Edition: Sand Cat, Camel Spider, & Thorny Devil 

Sand Cat 

The sand cat is one of the only wild cats that lives almost entirely in the  

desert. It is found in the Sahara Desert, the Middle East, and parts of Asia.  

                                             Sand cats are small, but they are tough and  

                                             perfectly built for desert life. 

                                             They have thick fur on the bottoms of their paws  

                                              that protects them from hot sand and helps them  

                                              walk quietly while hunting. Sand cats are  

                                              nocturnal and spend the hot daytime hours  

                                              resting in burrows. They can survive without drinking water because they get              

                                              moisture from the animals they eat. 

                                              Even though they look like cute kittens, sand cats are skilled hunters and can 

catch rodents, birds, insects, and even snakes. 

Why this animal is underrated: 

It looks like a house cat but survives extreme desert heat and rarely needs to drink water. 

 

 

Camel Spider 

Despite the name, the camel spider is not actually a spider and has  

nothing to do with camels. It belongs to a group called Solifugae and  

is more closely related to scorpions than spiders. They live in deserts  

in the Middle East, Africa, and the southwestern United States. 

Camel spiders are extremely fast and can run up to around 10 miles  

per hour. They have very large mouthparts that they use to crush  

insects, small lizards, and other prey. They may look scary, but they  

are not venomous and are not considered dangerous to humans. 

People often think camel spiders chase humans, but they are usually  

just running toward a person’s shadow to stay cool in the desert heat. 

Why this animal is underrated: 

They are fast, strange, misunderstood, and incredibly well adapted to desert survival. 

 

 

Thorny Devil 

The thorny devil is a small desert lizard that lives in Australia, 

and it looks like something from a dinosaur movie. Its entire 

body is covered in sharp spikes that help protect it from 

predators. It even has a “false head” on the back of its neck to 

confuse animals that might try to attack it. 

One of the most amazing things about the thorny devil is how it 

drinks water. Its skin has tiny grooves that collect water from 

rain, dew, or even wet sand. The water then travels through these 

channels directly to its mouth. It can drink without even lowering 

its head. 

Thorny devils mainly eat ants and can eat thousands of ants in a single day. Their coloring also helps them 

blend perfectly into the desert environment. 

Why this animal is underrated: 

It looks fierce, drinks water through its skin and survives in one of the harshest environments on Earth. 

 

 





 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


