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- Foreword -

This paper will attempt to give, without going into too 

much detail, a brief but complete explanation of the main features of 

the organization and conduct of the Civilian Pilot Training Program 

whioh is being carried on at the present time by the Civil Aeronautics 

Administration of the United States Department of Commerce. Ihis pro­

gram is designed, primarily, to provide a lar~e number of civilians 

with the necessary flying training to enable them to be available imme­

diately for duty as pilots in the military services of the "United States 

in any time of emergency. the pilot training is being offered. at a 

very minimum of cost to many people, mostly students at colleges and 

universities, at the present time. This Civilian Pilot Training Program" 

is oertainly ODe· of the most important phases of the national defense 

preparation program and should be of vital interest to nearly everyone. 
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The C~A . A . Course 

With the world in its present state of turmoil, three letters 

of the alphabet have beoome nationally known and in a few short months 

have beoome letters of great si~nifioance. These letters are C.A. A. 

These three letters have become extremely well known to students of many 

colleges and other eduoational institutions allover the nation. The 

letters themselves stand tor CiVil Aeronautios Administration. This is 

a branoh of the United States Department of Commeroe and is also some­

times oalled the Civil Aeronautics Authority. 

The familiar use noted above of the letters C.A.A. is that in 

which they are used in the term "O.A.A. Course". This expression refers 

to the Civilian Pilot Training program which is bein~ ' carried on by the 

Civil Aeronautios Authority. 

When millions of dollars were made available by Con~ress , for 

a national defense preparation pro~ram, it was immediately deemed advis­

able, in view of the rising use of the airplane as a major military 

faotor, to devote a portion of these funds to the development of enou~h . .. ",-, 

well trained pilots to fulfill any future ' needs of the councry for pilots 

for an expanding air force. As a result, in addition to ~rantin~ huge 

sums of money to the Army and Navy to further oarry out their aviation 

training programs, the Uivil Aeronautics Administration was ordered to 

start a civilian pilot trainin~ pro~ram whioh is entirely separate from 

either military service. It is this pro~ram of pilot training which is 

now so commonly re f errea to as the O.A. A. Course and it is with this 

prog~am of civilian pilot trainin~ that this paper deals . -

The first thing which it was neoessary to do was to determine 
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the best means of carrying out this program. It was finally decided to 

seleot various colleges, universities, technological institutions, 

teachers' oolleges, and junior oolleges which would sponsor this program 

in co-operation with the government. The Administrator of Civil Aero­

nautios enters into a oontraot with these institutions whioh calls for 

the ground training of a definite number of · students in conjunction with 

flight training to be given them. The Administrator at the same time 

enters into a contraot with a selected flight instruotion oontraotor 

for the aotual flight training. 

Each of the chosen institutions is assi~ned its own definite 

quota of students, not to exoeed fit'ty in number, to be trained . The 

airport where the flioht instruction is to be carried on is a selected 

one which must be within a oertain distance.of the sponsoring school . 

If the pilot quota is not filled by students of the institution, - the 

training may be offered to persons not enrolled in the school who are 

considered qualified for suoh trainin~ . - The applioants must be citizens 

of the United States between the ages of nineteen (19 ) and twenty- six 

(26) years of age, and must pass a ri~id physioal examination given by 

a Oivil Aeronautics Medical Examiner . Those enrolled in the sponsoring 

institution must meet certain scholastio requirements . - Perhaps the most 

important requirement of all is that the applioants must pledge them­

selves to apply for further flight training in the military service of 

the United States. 

The flight instruotion oontractor must also meet certain 

requirements . - These oonsist mainly of providing an aoceptable airport 

and the required numbe~ of planes and qualified pilots for his assigned 

quota of students . 
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The training prog~am itself is divided into two main sections; 

the Private (Preliminary ) Course, -Collegiate Phase , - and the Restricted 

Commercial (Secondary) Course . - Only outstanding students who have suc­

cessfully oompletect the Preliminary Course are eligible for the Second­

ary Course . The completion of the latter course will lead to consider­

ation for further training in the United States military service . 

The Preliminary Course is divided into two parts ; the seventy­

two (72) hour ground course ani , the thirty- five (35) to fifty (50) hour 

flight instruction course . the grouad course is in turn divided into 

two parts ; the forty- eight (4~) nours at classroom instruction in Meteor­

ology and Navigation provided by the sponsoring institution and twenty­

fo~r (24) hours of classroom instruction in Aircraft Operation and Civil 

Air Regulations ~iven by the flight instruction contractor. fhis has 

proven very satisfactory since the institution can supply what may De 

termed the theory and the flight instructor can at the same time inte­

grate those courses which have to do with flight maneuvers and airoraft 

servicing into the actual flight training of each trainee. 

The actual flight training for the Primary course consists of 

about 21 hours of dual instruction and 14 hours of solo flying . The 

student is qualified for and is allowed to undertake solo flight after 

eight (8) hours of dual instruction. The flying is done in a certified 

aircraft of not less than 50 H.P . These planes, - in the case of most of 

the airports engaged in this pro~ram, are the well known sport plane the 

Piper "Cub II, which are light planes with engines ranging from 50 R. P. to 

75 R. P. and with an avera~e cruising speed of approximately 70 M. P. H. and 

top speed of 90 M. P. H. During the Preliminary Course the student pilot 

takes up and masters such thin~s as taxiing, take-offs , fi~ure-ei~hts , · 
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landings, and other simple maneuvers. When this course is completed the 

student pilot will reoeive his Private Pilot Certificate. 

The Secondary course is divided into two parts also; the one 

hundred twenty-six hour ground course, which is to be given jOintly 

by the participating institution and the flight instruction contractor, 

and a forty to fifty hour tlight course which is ~iven by the flight 

instruction contractor. the contraots ente~ed into and the oonduct of 

this course is so essentially the same as that of the Primary Course 

that the differences are negligiole. 

The ground course is quite a bit more thorough than that of 

the Primary Course, suoh subjects as Powerplants, Aerodynamics, Air~ 

craft, and Navigation being taken up. The actual flight course is very 

much more advanced than that of the Preliminary Course. The planes 

which are used are muoh more powerful than those of the Primary Course. 

These plan3s used for the Secondary Course have up to 225 H.P. and of 

courS3i are much faster and maneuverable. fhe type quite frequently used 

is the Wairchild M-62A which is a low winged sport and training plane 

with the required tandem seating. The Secondary flight course is a com-

plete review of the Primary course and in addition the student learns 

and practices all forms of take-offs, stalls, · spins" loops, · and other 

maneuvers. The length of the Secondary Course gives the pilots much 

practice and ,a great deal of solo flying so that the pilots turned out 

are exceptionally well trained. At the conclusion of this course the 

student is given a flight test by a Civil Aeronautics Inspector and if 

passed will receive his Restricted Commercial Pilot Certificate. 

Each student taking either of the oourses must have and is 

provided with complete insurance covera~e before the course is started. 
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This insurance inoludes public liability and property damage coverage 

in addi 'tion to life insurance· and medical payment insurance on the 

trainee himself. 

As for the problem of who will pay for all the training and 

flying being done, the method of financing is the following. For the · 

Primary Course the sponsoring institution may charge a fee which will 

not exceed $10 which does not include the cost of the life insurance or 

the Civil Aeronautics phy.ical examination. The cost of these last two 

items must be borne by the trainee. fhe Administrator of Civil AeI'o­

nautics pays the institution $20 for eaoh trainee who completes the 

ground cour~e. fhe flight instruotion contractor is paid $325 for each 

student who completes the flight training and $10 for each one who com­

pletes the flight ooritractor1s portion of the ground course. 

The .payments for the Secondary Course are the same except that 

the sponsoring insti tution receives $50 for each trainee, completing the 

.ground course and the flight instruotion contractor receives $750 for 

each trainee who completes the course in a plane of 12~ to 174 H.P. or 

$800 foI' a trainee who completes the flight instruotion in a plane of 

175 to 225. H. P •. 

One benefit of this course which makes it even more appeal­

ing to the prospective trainees is that after both the Primary Course 

and the Secondary Course have b3en completed the student pilot is eli­

gible to be~in flight training at the Army training base, Randolph 

Field, "The West Point of the Air",if he applies for and is accepted 

for such training, without being required to pass through the first 

three months of preliminary training which are ordinarily required by 

the regular Army Training Program. 
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Since the inauguration of the first civilian pilot train­

ing course in the fall of 1939 this program of the Civil Aeronautics 

Administration has been expanding constantly. It is now being oarried 

on at more than 450 schools allover the oountry and since its incep­

tion more than 21,000 pilots have been trained and 15~OOO are in the 

process of being trained during the present term. 

The program and its method of p~esentation have been highly 

successful and the results most gratifying to all concerned . Beyond 

all doubt every citizen of the Dnited States will agree that this 

Civilian Pilot Training Program has been and will continue to be a 

most suoessful and most important step in the adequate preparation of 

our oountry for times of either peace of war . No one can deny that 

this program will certainly aid the oonstantly forward progress and 

increase the chances of Bucess of both this nation and its citizens . 
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