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, ^ Ŝ     -,-
  __ ! j

7 F C
' S -

,
i ,, - . .. .   ,. ;     , r1 ;:   '

. ; S   ( `
 '
 

,  "'

-

'
 v

,

`    s f
+
+

.
  1 `

,
,
.: -F

f,i
 

  r % 
 

-
. 

 
_.

  '-     i :, 
.
 

  -
%''i . '

, .  i'
  HI S FI r ,  ' As_S B  TIti ' i WI 3'_  RA  ! T
  0 ! 1 !̀'=  ' F:  ^ n RDS I N CDSTOLF
OF K^

- j;     S r ? T % R  COPDS CE1V'Y'ER 9 .AGO,    J,1 i „   .: _T, f   ,' %ENiJE
.Q '   :  .:, CI T ' . luiI USOL"RI

.
    D  'P   T       p 7  [

-  
T    r 'E i  r: TUF_I'1F i        

- _ ....._y Gn iav .
 

/ / f / 02
.  /

   
 3    ,,  ,L _ 

  .

I
 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

 ̀ ,,  
ll
w I f.

,

  '

. .
i  

 
. _  -   f '

'
'

 

, .
  - - -  'C :

r
- •   - '  r "(     ._   

'

` ' • •
_

  -

'

- -_  ..   ,  _ . .- --; , .. -- _
r = ,  S ._

      r   -  p ,,    -  37TH FI GHTISR S+  uADRO:  ' ,  bE RET[3F I    D «, 
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d '     TU THE ARCHI V   

HISTGRY OF xHE AAB  
Jan . 15 , 1941, t o Apr . 30 , 1943 Hi   ORI   +    C  o

The 55t b Pur s ui t tir oup v.a s act i vat e d J an .: a r y 15 , 1Q4 1 , compo s ed oi ' t
 

,
    i

$  t h , 38t h and 54 t,ii Squa dr ons . Per s ozuadl cr t h i e Gr oup wa s f ormed f rom t he
85'  h pur s ui t ar oup at Hami l t on Fi s l d, Cal i fo r ni a . The 37t 1  Squadr on r   s one
of' t he Squadrons oi t rie newl y f ormP;d 38t h Gr oup , l s t Lt . ;i . li . 1 y ne s. POrt ii .qa s
t he f i r s t Commandi r.,g Of f i ce r oi' t hs 3i t h . He ws.s uor  ..ndi ng Of f i cer f or on l y
a fe  months acring  rhich time the Squadron had no planae. Then lst Lt. Jack
S . Jenld ns  ras appo i nt e d Con  pa.ndi ng Of f i ce r . Lt . C. N. He i t z wa s Oper at i on s
Offfcer and Lt.   .J. Kelley and Lt. r' .h. Butler Flight Leador8. Lt. Robert
T . Rorn i na wa s A,dj ut aa t e nd Lt . Gor don Ha l l wRS Suppl y and IYle s s Of f i as r j   hi ch
conipr i s e d t he of f i c er pewr aonru l of  -, ho Squac:r on . The enl i s t ®d per s onne l wa E
ma da up of a pe ace t i u,e quot a     t ii l s t S ;t . Gr ee r_, I::s gt . Gl ende ni r_o as Li ne
Chi af ,    ;  Sgt . St ant un Hngi ne e r i n  Ch i af , r ;/ Sgt . i :i az ga as I ns pe ct or and Sgt s .S l e cht a , Coni ne , iuar l i n Ri char c s o i , Re ad Ri o.'  ar dbca and many mor e men who
havE r emazne ci i n t h e Squadr on t o dta.t e . Th3s e pi l ot s a.nd gr ound pe r 8orn e l
bui l t up an ef f i c i ent s.nd a ;gre s s i ti-a Squadr on , and e s t anl i s e d pr j nc i pl e s of
or geu i ,z8.t i on t h at have ms ant a uch t ox ards t he su cca s si ul out come of t he Squad-
ron .

I n ]day , o f 1 9 4 1 , t h e 3 7t h P ur s u i t S qu a dr o n ma v e d f r or  Il ami l t a n   'i e l d t o
Co l umb i a j ,i r tta ae , Po r t l an d , Ur e g o n .   t t h i s t i ma t he a i r p l ane s t a t u s c o n s i s t -
a d o f 4 P- 4 3 e . Tb e s t r a : ;; t ii c t   t he S qua dr o n w  .s

Lo l s t e r e ci i n 6 e pt e mb e r by t Y.ei n c omi.n g of 2 1 ne w t r a i
.n e e p i l o t s f r ::r i c l ti s s 4 1 - G .   t t h e s a tne t i m.e

t l+e g r oua d
pe r s on ne l   re.s a n l s r g e d c un s i cia r a 

b l   a n d 2 0 mo r e r - 4 3 s we r a r e e e i;v e d ny t he Squa d -
r on . I t o e c ai as t u e t a s?  o f t h e o l d p i l o t s t o v h i p i n t o f i g ht c  r p i ? o t s t :s a eW
t r a i n a e s . Lt . J a r   i n fi l a f t t hs S qu a dr on t o r e po r t f 'o r s pe c i a l d    t y a t   a ah i n.g -t o n , D . C . , en d wa s r e p l a c e d by Ca pt a i n Ke n ne t h S .   41'a de x h o l s t e r b e c amo Co zmcnan d-i ng Of f i c e r of t he 8 1 s t Gr o up .   i t h o ur de c l a r a t i on c f wa r o n De Ce n,be r ? , 1 9 4 1 ,t he 3 7t h S qu a ur on wws.s Pl e r t e d au d s e nt   .o Pa i ne   'i e l d , V ta s h i ng t o n , x he r e i t
sta,ya

d until  ecember 24, 1S k1. On thib date the 5quadron wae stationed at
Ol y mp i a ,   a s h i ri g t o n . Th e 5 qu a dr o n s t a y e d a t t h i s Ba s e un t i l a l e r t e ci f o r S'o r e i gn
duty , liecember 25, 1942. AS'ter moving to Ulympia the i'oliox ing of1'ic®ra wsre
a s s i g ne d t o t h e 5 qua dr o n t Lt . Es t e s , i n bi ne e r i ng Of f i c e r , Lt . I v a s , Ar ma  i

 ant
Of : i c e r , Lt . An de r s on , Co mrmun i o a t i on s uf f i ue r . Lt . J e nk i n s r e t ux na d a s Co aass n ci -i
.n g Of f i c e r an d Ca pt a i n 1Pa d8 wa s t r an ef e r r e d t o Gr o up . I n F e br uar y , 1 9  42 , t he

P - 4 3 s we r e r e pl a c e d by P- 3 8 s i n t h e S qu a a r on a e d t h e un i t b e c a me ku own s s t he ,3 7 t h r ' i   t e r S qua dr o n i n s t e a d o ,f Pur s u i t S qua dr o n . No ne o f t h e p i l o t s l la d e v e r
f l orrn a P - S8 . Two o f `'i c e r s c a  e up i r o ra 3  ar ch F i e l d an d g a4 e e a c h a : t he p i l o t a
a f ew r i de s i n a C- 4 0 t o g i v e t hem t h o f e e l o f t wo e ng i ne s . The pi l o t s w e r e
given about five hours aockpit time. They then started fly izg P-S ss and les3rnaa
t h i n g s t he h e r d Rs y b ut we r e f r o e o i i a t a l P.c a i ds nt s t he f i r s t t   rv mo nt h s . The
pi l o t$ we r e i n at r u ot o d t ha t a P- 3 8 !Rr u l d f l y nnd l an d o n o n e e n g i ne bu+, t l  a t   ra s
al l t he y Irn ew ab o ut i t . I t v a s no t un t i l s b out t x o mon t h s ha d pa s s e d wh  : 
C  :p t a i n g e l l ay l an ds d one da y an d i nf o r me d t he p i l o t s t ha t h e ha d ::e e t he re d one
e n   i n e e.n

d t h e Bh i p pe r f o r me d f f ne . The r e af t e r e a oh o f t he p i l o t s wa r e d i   e c t e d
to go up and =eather one engine . ,

;REST    T a ,.    .
.   .   v _. -
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When t ha pi l ot s f i r s t s t a.r t e d i n P- 38s t he  • we r e v e ry di s appoi nt e d a s
  t hey l ooke d on t he P- 38 a s a bomber an d f i gur ad t he i r pu r s ui t day s wer e ov ar .j  fter a v®ry short time, however, the pilots realized the P-38 xas a great

ship and were happy to be flying it.

In April of '42, Lt. Heitz xns killed in a crash and Lt. Butler boca o
Gperations Officer. Shortly theree ter the Squadron lost five pilots, Lts.
Eodgee, Long, Crow, Hasenfus and Staland, who .vere sent to Alsska as part of
the 54th Squadron of the b5th Group. Then Lt.  r. A . Smith was sent to China,
and Lts. Parsons, Malzahn, Halr en, Osher, Killie and hillie were sent to tYie
lst and 82nd Groups. Lts. Hillin, Cald re ll and Guisti w+ere sent to the Slst
Gr oup . I n b ay of ' 4 2 , t he Squadr on Ra s br   ught up t o Tab l e of Or g Bni zat i on
strength by new pilots coming in from cla.sses of 42-b, C and D. In June,
Major JenkinF went to Group as haecutive Offic;er, being succeeded by Captain
Kelley as Squadron Comunander. The Squadron lost Lts. lEonahan, Stroop,  igil,
Glass and Butler to the 329th Grouo. Captain Butlar b®came Commen ding Officer
of t he 330t h Squadr on i n t hat Gr oup . The ol der m,en l e f t i n t he Squadr on at
thia time were Captain Kelley, as Coa®srlding Officer, Lt. Kitzman, Opera.tions
Officer, Lt. Barker and Lt. Jonee, Fli;ht Lae ders. Moro new pilots  rere
as ignsd to the Squadx on in June and July and several ware sent out into tha
African and Pacific theatres.

Dur i ng t he ye ar of 1942 , Lt .  6axwe1l e.nd Lt . John v . Be .rker wer e Fl i ght
Surgeo: s. In Septembsr, 1943, Captain John J. BQoCarthy was e ssigned to the
Squadron as Sq uudron 3 2 Officer, Lt. Young succeed®d Cagtain Romine as bdju,
tant, Lt. Koons succeeded Lt. Hall ae l ess Officer, Lt. Bell ceme in as Supply
Cf f i ce r , Lt . St i t t suc c ee de d Lt .   s t e s as Engi ne er i ng Of f i oe r , lF,

/ Sgt . Hes per
replaced   0 Miazga as Line Chief and Set. Aleasio roplr cad Sgt. Plamans as
lst Sgt.

The Squadron was required to keep a flight on alert from da rn.to
dusk

and s ev ar al t i me s was ce l l e d of f by Cont r ol l e r t a i nt e r cept un i de nt i f i e d   C.
Howcver, at no time was a hostile

  C intarce  ted.

I t appe are d a s i f oi,.r- Squadr on was de st i r e d t o bs a t r ai n ing Squadr on
as pilotswere from time to time bein,g sent as rep acements for combat duty
overeeas. Durir 6 1942 quite a number of the enlisted men receivad appoint-
ment to O.C.S and Cadet schools.

I n De cembe r , 1942 , Capt r  i n Ee l l e    i nf orme d t -he per sonne l t hat t he Squad-
r on he d been al e r t e d f or mo4ement ov er se a s .   erSrone   ra s happy about i t but

' there were fears that the Sq»adron Poula i,e sant to 83 aska Rhich really chilled
t h i ag s of f . When t iie word f i ua l l y cama out t hat t he Por t oi   a.r ke t i on woul d
be Brooklyn, New York, that seemed to auit everyone.

• The Squadron moved to  iCChord Field, Washin ;ton, on January 8, 1943,
wllera it remainau uatil January 18, 194 .  n Janusry 16, 1943, Captain
Ke l l ey cr a sh l ended j us t oi'f' t he f i dl d and wa s t al  n t o t ue hoQpi t al. .   ce m-
i nat i bn s howe d t hat he wou l u o a i n t :za ho ap  i t al f or s ome  uont hs . Thi s   ant
t he Squau: on l os t i t s v e ẑ,  popul ar and ver y capaLl s Co amme.ndi ng Ci ì i cer . Th, 
Squadr on suf f er e d anot her bi nw t he nE ct dayr, Jan :ary 16t h , .Phan Capt a i n
Ki t zman , Oper e t i ons Uy f i ce r , wa s re j e c t e d f or f ore i bn  dut y by t hs Me oi cal

aut hc. r i t i s s .

hq:       
,
         

II S e hr i t i
_
  . 

._:.;    
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Waj or John G. i r i ght , f orr er g VG pi l ot wi t h seve r Ql Jap pl ane s t o h i s
cr e di t ,

 r e pl ace d Capt ai n Be l l ey as Commandi ng Oi'f i ce r and Ca,pt ai n Pal me r be -
came t he new Oper at i ons Of f i aer .

On January 18, 1943, at 2355 hours, the Squadron boarded the train at
YcChord Fi e l d,   as hi ngt on . Tha s t r engt h at t ho t i.me vcas 38 of f i ce r s and 277
anlieted men. Before leaving tha officere had s.great party at the Offieers
Cl ub . biaj or g e at i ng, Gr oup C. O. , an.d ha j or Je nk i.n a, Gr oup   . G. and f orme r
C.    . of t he 37t h , sl ong vri t h   any ot he r of f i ce r s of t he b5t h Gr oup, gave t he
37t h a go od s end of f . The Sqas dr on ar r i v e d at Camp g i l r  er , 21. J . , on Januar y
24 , 184 3, and r ems.i ned t _:ere f or t wo wee ks . The Squadron   ras coni '̀i ned t o
Camp the entire time which see sd unfair as many thought they should be
al l owe d t o v i s i t r e l at i v v a c r t o have a l as t f l i ng bef or e l e av i ng f or f ore i g, 
duty . On February 7th the Squadron laft Eilmer and went aboard the H. F..
l il ®xander , ( f or mer l ;;  t he Gr e at Nor t hern ) and s a i l ed out t o s e a about f i v e
o'cloek tha neat morn  

.ng.
As have all soldiers who hava left the same harbor,

t he y ws.t che d t iw St at ue of' Li be ry f a,de f a st away . On t he l Ot h ,  re w ere i s eued
bookl e t e on Nor t h Af r i ca, c l e er i ng al l m.i.nds  .s t o t he d®st i nat i on. The cr os s -
ing took fourtssn days and tue neals were excellent, although uni"ortunately
about +.,en per cent of' t he par s onne l war e l i t t l a i nt e r e s t ed i n f ood mo s t of t he
v oys ge due t o s e as i ckne s s . Ther e .rer e many R©d Cr o s s 6i r l s and lYur s e s aboar d
and tuey helped a lot t,o   e the voye ge a very pleasant one. Gn Sunday, 21
r'r bruary 194 3, j us t t   ro woe ks t o t he hour , men  s t ar t e d wa l k i ng of i' t he gang -
pl ank at Or an liarbor . By t ruoks t hey w er e t eJce n t o t he r e i l r oad at at i on ,
t c, s s i ng smal l c   ange a.nd b on - bons t o t he y e l l i nb ns.t i ve s x ho had l e ar ne d of
tY e spend-free Aruericane. Tha antique train carried them to St. Barbe, aome
twent y mi l e s f r om Or an . 'rIer a t he t i re s o rbe se ven r.u.l e s rii ka be gan t o what i s
known t hr ou   out Nor t h Af r i ca a s l  ,id Hi l l . Ir.unedi e.t c;l y upon arr i v i ng , t he
rs in began, adding to the already muddy hillside where pup tents were set up.
Sve ryons iva s t i r e d, di r t y and husigry a.r d wer a gi v ea t he i r i nt roduct i on t o
l  ngl i sh r at i ons . The s e h,ad t o be e at c n col d and t hey di dn ' t make much of a
hit.

' g t ]iud lii l l  _•h© Squc dr on we re men of ' l e i s ur e , pl e y i ng bas ebal l , e t c ,
unt i l F'ebruar;,  2 7t h whe n t rucks ar r i ve ci and c ar r i e d t he Squadr on t o La Sen i a
Airport, just outside Oran.

The Squadron was very happy to be at a flying field again . Diew planes
vrere broubht up from thd docks and the Squadron set up an assembly line. The

.
Squadron soon mads e  reputation for asseuinling planes ew d there was a nasty
runior s pra ad t hat t he Squadron vra a gc i r,g t q ,be gi v®n t he j ob of as s embl i ng
al I P- S8 s at t hc  i'i e l d. The Bs.se di d t ake erray 10 P- 38 s t he Squadr on as s em-
bled but aftsr 27 more  w ere assembled and tested the pilots flew them down
t o LGe di ouna , one f l i ght at e  t i me , t he f i r at f l i gnt l e av i ng   [er ch 17t h and
t he l a s t oi ' t h9 ground e che l on ar r i v i ng  riar ch 2 9t h . ,

The 37th, by letter order, Headguarters North AfricaniTraining Command,
dat e d 15 2[ar ch 1 94 3, wa s ma,de a par t of t he 14t h Fi ght e r Gr oup , t he ot hs r t   o
Squadronsbeing the 48th and 49th. Lt. Col. Troy 8eith was C.O. of the Group.
I nt ens i v e t rai n i ng t o f i t t he Squadr on f c r combat wa s i n i t i at ed . Forma t i dn
f l y i ng of t we l va t o t h i r t -,  s i = s h i ps , s pe e di ng up t a.ke - of f s e nd l andi ng , ae r i al
gunnery, high altitude flying, interceptions, atc, were str®ssed.
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About six Reeks of this training keyeci the pilots uF to a l3igh pitch .
TY ay w er e aa g9r f or act u al c ombat and Rer e conf i dent t ha t Wi t h an avan br aa.k

of l uck t hey woul d gi v a a good ac cvLmt of t hemase l v e s ,

On Apr i l 26 t h e f i r s t t ruck conv oy l e f t f or Tel er gma. Ai r Be s e aa d t ha
rest of the ground personnel follo. ed by truck, train and air. The strength

of t he 5 quadr on was 33 pi l Qt s , 10 ;;r o and of f i ce r s and 276 e nl i s t ed men .
  ' t:
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37TH F'I uiiT"s  t S  uAD tOP 

_  .STORY
iri,ay 1 t c Dec. 31, 1943   •

1. StrenQth report by nuonthe.
Of f i cer e F±al i s t e d lton
 

St rengt h   ie y 1, 1 548 43 270
he t i nc r ea s e d  , r i   g   i  y 2 0
Strenbth  a y 31, 1943 45 2 

Stnenbth June 1, 1943 4b 276
21e t De cre as e ciur i ng June 7 4
St r an; t h Juns 30 , 184 3 36  

Strength July li 1943 38 27Z
 Te   v ecr os s® dur i ng Jul y   1 0
Strenbth July 31, 1943   f x 

._r ._

Strength Aubu st 1, 1943 37 272

; et Increaa® during July 14
Net Decrease during July 11

Strength  ugust 31, 1943 5   261
-

Strangth September 1, 1943 bl 261

Flet i  cre a s e dur i ng Se pt embar 9 20 *
Strength 6aptemb®r 30, 1943 4 '  ' 

-

Strengtn October 1, 1943 42 241
  i  e t I nore a s a dur i ng Oct abar  ,

3
_

5
3trengtn October 31, 18 r3  45 246

Strangtn bTovember l, 1943 4b 246

,
LTat I nar e as e dur i ng Fiovember 0 _
Strenbth November 30, 1943 45   246

Str3ngth Decsmber 1, 1943 45 246

Dtet Increase during Decembar 1
Diet Decrease during December 5

Strength Dea®mber 31, 1943 46  

*Per Special Order 103, Par. 1, Hq. 14th Fighter Group, dated

Septan ber 10, 15i43, the Ordnance Departmsnt was transferred

out vf the Squadran.

-1-
:r,,::,  :. _ .  que.

l s   r .  '  , __:    ;, 

. ,
  ._,. _   
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2 . St a_

-   (a) Parmanents

3dI3DI 0II Did AI RDR  , C  I BL[l1 TC A, MOROC00
Date of Departure - 4 Yay 1943

Ti  r,R(D  , D rrPg RTME'I+iT OF 80N8T8 Nr I NE, 1 LCrERI  
Dat e of flrr i v e.l - 6 16s   1843
Dat e of D®pe r t ur e - 3 Jul y 1943

  L H  TBAN, TUZiI SI i :.
Date of Arrival - 4 July 1943
Dats of Departure - 26 July 1943

STE. 1di  RIE TA1 ZI T, 'i'II NIS IA

.
Le t a oP S rr i v al - 26 Jul ;  1845
Date of Departure - 11 Doaer ber 1943

TRI GLO I i NDI NG GROUITD, Fo s i IA B ATELLI TP   ? , I T.ALY
Date of Arrival • 12 Decambor 1943
Dat e of ' De par t i; re - Pre s ent 3t at i on

(b) Temporarys

LEIr'TINI EAST, SICILY
_y   .t e of Ar r i v al - Z   e   embe t :=3Q43

De t e of De part ur e - 18 Sopt embe r 184 3
Onl y par t vf un i t - 4 1 of f i ce r s and 87i enl i s t e d men

Gd2dSII T S$TELZI TE   3, LI BYd
Dete of brri el - 4 Gctob r 1943
Date of Uoparture - 14 October 1945
Onl y part of uni t - 31 of f i oe r a euad 80 ®a l i et ad mea

i ©g G  $ SATELLI TE   1 , I TAI,Y
Data of 8rrival - 23 actober 1943  

  Date of Depsrtura - 2b Octobar 1948 - offioers only .
Qnly part of uait - 26 offic®rs and 17 enliated men
Enl i at ad iden remai ne d unt i l 7 No4es be r 1943 .

FOGGI  S1lTELLI TE   3 , ITJILY
Dat e of h rr i v a]. - 1 No4 embe r 194 3
Dat e of De par t w e - 3 Nov s mbar 194 3

• Unlv part af uait - 18 offio®re.

 

.   
  
.

-
  r

quala riritis
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3 . Ro s t e r - Of f i c e >•. szn d l  e   a r t rn c: i  t u e a ci s a t d a 1x o  ` c o     a r_c Lme n t o i
u or,ip   .

t o p Gr e t i o r. s o n i.:a y u , 1 ° 4    : _

Co  n.c.n
d i n g Gf 'i ' i c e r   :a j o r J oh n 1 . t; r i   l  t

Gpe r a t i on s Gf'f  i car   e.  t . Sa.:., L . t ra :  ,:r
  s s ' t Op e r a t i c .-_s J   i i c d r - l s t L•t , ji u : ur t . i i . Bl P i r

r'_ . "   l i   ka 1  ©p s r t me n t :  a a u s
Cs y   't . r•'o r r e s t : : .     _r

k a r l
. s

   a   +
_.. - l :, t     , .  Isa r _ d   i t  . 'r' i l l i s

1 s 1; ;  t . J a r e s s .  s o i '1 L
_n e J : :   c   -

      ;t . s  a   t s   u b i: . r+  r p   r
  $;. Lt . _":o  .:  : r  . L • h {a ;

,
' 1

u  
b . v   a

.
  i -    

 
a

v
  i . V a  r l   i t O T  l l   : r   I

• .
  t   n t o n

l s •t Lt . fi i l _ i e m -  . J o l l i  l s   r m. ;;   .
i e     - i :

  a _ ; . wy r c   .
L . S ci: p.r r_2n u Lt . "̀h o r ,  .s   . i: e e.r n s Ccm :: .   i. i ol - i   :;o t .   i o l p n v .   c:  l ;  c t a

2n d Lt . Ke rLn e  ̀h L . i'iq l ci r-o Yi    %   _>   l y - T  ::    t . Th onla s r . D  AI i" o n s o
?.    d L-; .    a n t s J . T    t h J r . S   t . :.

:e j o r -     t , Nc ;; :- r t ,. .   t c uc; wr d
2   d Lt . Ll c   a   . . :o n d r i ti '

.:c s s     t . - :     b t . r r a n c i s   .  i;h i  ,p l e
2 n d L -c . i;o o n a F

. . ria ci d oc k    ;: u+.   up r;l ;,  - T  S  ;t . Ch e r l e s   . d r a ci u u r ; -
2 n d Lt . ll az1,e j- t ' . 'Te.r n d s l l

, J r .   ' r   r s ;  or t a 't i c n - S f a   t . J oh n J .  sa r r i n   e r
Ln t   l l i     n c e - S g t . Re x t  , Bi r d

i  ,; • '• U l .  , " i' t •1 0 ' '  ii : .  , v   j L„- „ t 1   .;    ' -    . C:.©s t e r i+' . Ro o: r
Ga r    . c a r l ; ' . i:u u•' __

n  " i  l i ,; h t Gl: i e i - ': j :; , t . t:' .
 .  i   mm 1s. Sh eh an.:  -  

l s t Lt . k y F  n T:: . i.:0 0 n ttL tt i  l l d '̀_t. 'vli    : i - l̀'       t . F r Qn k Hr cia l e V , J r .
l s t Zt . F, i c h a r a   . G:   pb   l l " C"   ' l i e h t CL i o i - 1'   

o
t . :  a r l i n _'.

i ch a r d s o n
l s t, Lt . Le c n e.r

d L . Go?  k l a y. : u i c   .
l -   o t . N a r d c J . i w r a g u

2 n ci Lt . k o' _ c r t L . J a r :u  e r c:h e rl i c a l -     t . Ru s s e l i;, . Lawl e r
2 n d Lt . J a -  s iti . :: o l l i n  , s v:o r t  l , J r ,

Cr d ri e-n ce - ?'      ;+. . I?r azlk b . Lo p e s
2 n d ? t . ; :o  ̂ _r t 1' . =' h At•a r .2  i i Lt . ?-:o u ;, r t :  . u l e n d a n :: n g
2 n ci L   . J o r   :n J . v   r :; ,; t t
2 ti d L t . J c ii r .

ll .  To vi c e

n c n . l
.
i - ,

h t

l s t L-; . ; o   e r t u . ':; i l s o n
l :, t L t . ::   r r   •   . i; r i 7-:, ,' ?- ,
l s t Lt . u

.
_o r o   u .   ; ;    ; t -u  n

l s  t- Lt .   1 :  r Ly   J . Cr c ck e r
3n 4 Lt . J ;. :  r    , =    n 1•    ,   r .
  n  : Lt . t ia r c   s v . L i r.n.2 n :: Lt . :   c b   r t ?: .   j  r c ;;;
Zn d Lt . :.'.a r i o n   . 5   r c  -_b
l s t Lt .  I  c;d C .   wa      

d r ;   r:    l f i c e r  
!  u j u t   n t - l s + L t .   l :.x a n u   :r   . Yo u : G,  ' r .
n   5   t . 11 _ j u t i:.     - : _  :i L  , .   u s d .,   ,   . }̀: o c .. s
i Y  i, :; 1 1

_i  , s rtc c  v i 'i i c e r -   e_r t . J otl~  T. wc;  6 r f .=.j '
  : s ' t l n t . v i

_
i c   r - 2 -  a Lt .   ;l i s iic ':a   .

l k c; r , J r .
a u     l y Vi i i c:c r - u n d Lt . l  c l i  . 1    1 1
  : : 1  

i J
.:

:   '.
'   n 6 v 1   ' 1 (: v r - ?   :i T '  • . c

. r. i : . : '   i
. .

iJ f
 
i   t

, eJ r .
 
_s s ' t -. :; n   . 'v i 'T' i c e r -   t     :  r i l l i e: r. T .   a E.L   ,Y

C c n  *;u .n
i ::   ;. i o n s   i f i c e r - l s t L t . l  i :: r  ;; , d   -:c,e r s o n

r ' l i
 

  l+.    .:r   e o n - t ; a p t .   : i l l i r, r.: . : . L u r t i s
  r cir . f :r .c e J i i i c   r - Z:zd L t . ,; u :vn.r s J . (: l i n t o n , .7r .
 12' uL-̂.1ua :    , VI 1 1 C : r - l s t L•t . i d e c. . :i rr  s

- -

t
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.
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-
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.

w •G  f     r i .  
-   . '

_
' . t J  .=:     _ -
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•

. . ... ._ - - - -     - ^ . r - -  a

No . of Ty pe a.r.c
i F i l o t P l e ne

D ate P-38s T ar et 'Jiutories Lossas Losses

, J u l y 1 9 1 2 B- 2 6 E s c o r t t o Ci a  ̀np i a c A,
  D , I t e l y - - -

" 20 12 " " to Vibo VRlertia, Italy - - -
" 20 12 Se a Swes p (  ne d . Sc  a } - - -
" 22 12 ts- 26 b s cort t o Sal e rno B / Y, It a l y - - -
" 23 12 " " to Aquino    , Italy - - -
" 2a 12 " " t o   iar i na di Pol a Z   Y, I t a l y - - -
" 29 1 1 " " t o 6 qui no A,

  ll , i t a l y 2 - Dama   ,e
d - -

" 31 12 " " to Adrano, 3icily - - -
Aug . 1 10 8- 17 Es cor t t o Napl ds , I t a l y i   - ye s t f d . - -

" 2 Damaged
" 4 24 8--26 Escort to  arina di Catanzaro 3 Desttd. - -

1 Frob.
b i ama  e d

" 6 10 8- 26  ;s cor t t o Ba cij as zo , 3 i c i l y - - -
" 7 12   Fi- 2 6   sc ort t o ;  ar i na cii Cat anz aro - - -
" 8 23 - '  " to Angitola, Italy - - -
" 9 1 2 St r asb ii i g  v e.y f r om   oce l l a I on i ca t o - - -

Bovolina ; arina, Italy .
" 11 12 Dive nornb Rr bri ge at i iarina di - - a

Cat anz ar o , i t al y ." 13 11  s- 17 Es cor t t o Lor e nz o bi/ 1̀' , Ro  , I t a l y 1 - ll e s t ' d . - -
2 - Damagod

" 13 5 gS R- -1  e d . Se a ' - - -
" 14 13 St r af e b et we en Samb i as e and Ros er no , I t a l y - - -
" 17 4 g .Stt - i   ed . Se a - - -
" 17 12 St r af a Roa d f r om ]:ar i na di 1 uane:at i er ace - - -

to Bovalino, Italf.
" 18 7 Top Covar for F-38s ta dive bornb Roaa - - -

1-r or,  Sov ar at o t o bov al i no , i t al y .
" 18 7 n n tt - - -
" 1 3 F. ASR- -   ne 3 . 5 e a - - -
"1018 4 " " - - -
" 1 9 9 fs- 1 7 i  s c o r t t o F o     i a   Y, I t a l y 3 - ll e a t t d . - -
" 1 9 10 " " t o r, o   b i e , i t a l   r - - -
" 2 0 1 2 Aa R- - l ia d . Se a - - -
" Z1 9 ii- 1 7 3 s c o r t t o b c r  rw c  r s a   :  Y, I t a l y - - -
" 2 3 1 2 A3 R- - ;r  d . Sda 1 - Pr v b . 1 1

1 - Demaged
" 25 22 b-17 Escort to F'ooeia L, italy. - - -
'  26 12 B-17 Esaart to CapuA D, ltaly - - -
" 27 22 t3- 17 Es c ort t a Sul mrona , l t al  f - - -
" 28 12 iS-17 Escort to Tdrni P  Yerds, Italy 5 - Gest'd 1 1

  - Dnr aged
" 29 11 B-lr Sscort to Orte HR Yards, Itel   1 - Frob . _ ..
" 30 10 8-17 3scort to V iterbo A L , Italy 1 - Pro  . - -
" 3 0 6 ASR- -   !a d . 5 e a • - -

- 6 -   " ``  

_ :J .
.  .    • :  •1

. . -_ . .._ ,, :  u   .
l   n r l t .i        „ '.
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_, _ ___:' i a   .   r   -
_

   T. -  -,,$ o  y1    1  B  1'T T s a or t t o Capua .  ,
/ D

, I t a l y '  - `   :    ..     , 1 .

  6 28  B- 2 6 Tacort t o Napl e s , I t s,
l.y

2 - De et ' d . - -
R 1 - Damage d
" 6 11 B-28 Bscort to Capaa 1

,
 D, Italy - - -

" -B 4 Conoay $ecort - " '
» 8 4 " " - - -
" 8 4 n " _ - .
" 8 3 " " _ _ .. .,
p 9 9 Beachhead patrol ' - ' ` .
" 5i 12   " A - - -
" e 12 " " - ii -
N 10 12 " n - • . -
" 1  12 " M - _ -
" 10 11 tt " -- ' -
'  11 11 Di iFe Bomb t a   ge t s of op por t un i t y - - '
n nvar $attipaglia, Itsly.
" 11 S Baeehhe a d p a t r o3 - ' '
" 11 12 R " -

_

- -
_" 12  

. i .
" If

" 12 11 .   * " - - -
*  12 11 " " - - -
"   13 11 " " ' - -

_" 12 12 " "   - -
" 13 4 Spa©i al Reoosn  3.e    e - - -
" 14 11 Div Bc ab targets oP opportunity - " '
" 14 12 " " " -
" 14 12 " " Monte Cor iaa, Itsly - - -
" 15   12   " "  ontolla, Italy - ' "'
" l fi 12 " " Ao®rno , I t a1 y - - -
  15 12 " " t ar get s af oppor t un i t y • • "
" 16 12 " " Fieaiano, Italy - - `

" 16 1Z " " Cava, Italy - - '
' 16 12 " " Pslaa Qampania, Italy - -. -
" 17 12 " "  8beli, Italy - - "
" 17 12 " " Yoarno, Italy - - -
" 17 2 Eacort Con9ay " - -
" 1? 2 " " ' - -
" l f3 21 St r e .f e Fog gi a Sat e l l.i t s s 1 • De s t 'd - -
" 2g 2 1Pe at her ob se rr e.t i on - - -
" 26 S " " -
a 27 2 3 Bt rai 'a Ro do a l

,
/ D, Yugos l a, ri a - - "  

N 2g 2 Noatnar obser.e tion   ' ' `
" gp 17 ,

pa.t rol Bs at of Ba at i a t owa rds - - '
Ce e   ia Ya r i ns .  

Oat . 1 12 B- 1? Bs eor t t v he ghorn , I t .e l y - - '

  " 8 b Patrol oPer S4rdiaia   - -

" S 4 '4  eat har ob si r v at i on aear T,e ghorn , I t a l f - _  

" a 1 1 Ss a b̀ rrs ap  ta r t h cY Ba s t i a , Eor s i oa . 1 - f  s t ' d • - -
2 - Demage d

K 7 8 Bs oMr t Cvnv'oy i n   gean So a _ _ ` i
w   g • _

I

N g 8 R "- » - '  
.   . I

" 6 ? Pa t iw l ove  c Le r o Ys l and - ' '

.
_

'j   r• . . - ,  ;r.     ,
.,

il$ S 13r l t 1     , ,  
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__ .,  -
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L«. _ - _ ' ' - . - ,-r . .. . 
.
      . ..r _ `

.
_.- . ,T _   Vi ct or 3e   Lo s eas Ld      - "   : ...  =1 -

. ....   _ . .. - - - - - ---

  Oat , y ? Conv oy Es cor t i n Ag  ..  Se a 17 ll e s t ' d . • -
.

S Pr ob .
3 J  amsg ed

" 14 12 8-25 i scort to hroa.eto, itaZy - - -
" 20 11 8-17 Escort to  araigliana and - - -

.
Ca s   1 8 I,

f ' s , I t s.l y .
" 21 10 b-17 Escort ta Terni R.  Yiaduct, Italy - - -
" 22 12 B•-25 Es cor t t o Gr o s se t o RE tir i cige . - - -
" 24 12 B- 1 ? Es oor t t o   Ps i ner r eu st adt , Ge r . - - -
" 29 10 " " t o Ter i no , Zt al f - - -
" Sl 12 b-25 Egcort to Civitavecahia, Italy - - -

biov . 2 11 B- 17 Es aor t t o   e i ner  Ge us t adt , Ge r . - - -
" 6 8 P-88 Escort to Urvi®to, Its ly - - -
" 8 21 a-17 Escort to Torino 8a11 Bearing - - -

  'ac t ory , I t a l  r.
" 9 11 l3-1? Escort to Bol$ano, Ita,

ly - - 1
  1 0 11 " '  t o Bo l z an o RR Yer d s . - - -
" l f l 2 ]i - 2 6 Es c o r t t o S a l o n A  L , r'r a n c o - - -
" 2 2 1 6  3- 1 7 Es c o r t t o Tu l o n   ub . Pan s ,   'r an ce - - -
" 24 12 i's- 1? " " " " - - -
" 2 5 B ASR 1de d . S e a - - -
" 26 12 B-17  'scort to Rimini, Italy - - -
" 2 a 1 3 C0 11Y0  '' Pat r o l - - -

D o . 1 11 B-17 Escort to Turia Ball Baaring - ; -
F'aatory , Ztaly .

" 2 8 b- 17 Es c ort t o i iar se i l l ® Sub . Par.s - - -
" ? 6 Escort President of  he Unitad States - - -
" 14 16 B•1? Tscort to T1.usia:;A,

 D, Athene, 1 - Dest'd.- -
Graeae.

" 15 14 B- 1? Es o ort t o I na sbruck ][  C, I t al y - - -
"   lb " " to Pa.dova RR Yards, Italy 1 - Dest'd.l 1
" 19 18 " " t o d ug ebi:,r g C Fact ory - - -
" 20 16 " " to Fleuais I1, Athens, 2 - Deat d. - -

Graece .
~ 25 14 a " to Bolzano Y, Italy - - -
  28 14 " " to Verona " Y, Italy - - -
" 28 14 " " to Regoio Bmilia, Italy - - -
~  30 14 " " to Verona   Y, Italy - - -

    r    

TUT11L - - 61  Be    sl d . 10 *1 
13 Pr ob .3.1 Dams.ged

#i n. addi t i ona l s i x P- 38 '+  or e de  agdd b ay on d raPai r a s a re s ul t of ene  ac t i on .

- 8 -
  . ;..._  .  .u s rsr a.t i s
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b. Campaigns '  

The Sque.dren s a  r s ct i on i n t he i 'e l l owi ng campai gn s :

Tuni s i an Campai   n - The Squacir on par t i c i pat e d i n f i nal kno ck out .
bl ows i n t hi s c ampe i gn , wl: i ch of f i e i a l l y t e rrsi nat   d on   ia  l 3i 1943 .

S i c i l i an Ca upa i n - The 37t h  ra s a ct i ve t hroughout t h i s oampai gn ,
par t i c i pat g i n t h  pre - i nv a s i on s of t e ni nv- up bl cr+ s v  i ch di s r upt e d t he
Aa i s sv s t em ot' communi cat i on b and t he i r dnt i r e a i r s t renot  i bas  ,d i n Si c i l y .
1?ur i ng t he l andi ng and f or t he next f ew aay s , t he S:luadz on gav e t a ct i c al

 suppo: t by man,  di v a bombi ng and s t r a i i ng mi s ai one . Once t hat our f or ce s
had established themselves, the P-38s returned to the job of eacorting Da®ob-
ers in a11 types of raissions. The cam ,aign began on July 10 and the last

.  cis strongLold on Sicily was captured on August 18, 1943.

I t a l i an l:ampai gn - The Squadr on was e   ai n c al l e d upon i 'cr c l os v
suppor± in the initisl stagee of thie campaign, flyin ; co  oy escort, beach
pnt rol , t hen di v a bombi ng a  .

d st raf'i nb mi s s i ons . The ce.m  ai   ;n be gan   ri t h
the landing at Salerno 6n 3eptember b, 1943, and the Squadi•on has continuod
in active combat in it for the balsnce of the y ar.

Besides participating in tha e bo$e mentioned thrae ma 4r campaigns,
the Squadron was en activa pe rticipent in two other famous engagements.

  The f i r s t wa s t ha ae r i al conque s t of ' t he I al en d oY Pent e l l er i e , t he 37t h
completing lU eacort and dive bombing mission to that target betwe®n June
2nd and June 11, 1943. The $ econd was the ill-i'e.te

d campaign conducted by
the British in September and Oetober in the Dodecanese xslands in the Legean
Se a . On de t ached s erv i ce and ai t ua-ce d at Ctambut , h i by a, t ho Sque dr on f l ew
conv ay pat ro l mi s e i ons i 'or   gl i s h .oe.r s h i ps . A not abl c occur rence   raa t he
Squaaron's outstanding victory of the year when more than:26 Stukes xere  
in  ;ercepted on October 9, 1943, while covering the convoy. The i'inel result
wa s t h e de s t r uct i on of 17 en:emy ai rcr af t , 16 St uka s and 1 Jli - 88 ,  ri t hout l o ss
or i r. j ur     t o t he Sque.dr on . $ ampe red by s and s t vrms , a t ot al of b mi s s i ons
were completed bctRSen October b and October 13, 1943.

Other outstanding targets duri.ng this period inalude Sardinia, Corsica,
t he f i r et r ai d on Rome , mi s s i ona t o Ge rman ai r i'i e l ds i n Sout her n   'r an ce , as
well as ob3ectives in Germa  r pnoper and the Balkans.

6. Commanding Officers:

lla or Joha G. B
_
r
_
i
.,
 
,
h
 
t

Dates of Co mand: January 16th to June 4th.
Gombat Racord for Squadron  9 viotories and 7 losses.

3 s   or Br i ght l ed t he Squadr on on i t s f i r s t mi s ai da and l e f t
it when promoted to b® Group B ecutiv® Officer. He continued to
fly with tha Squadron until Au;ust bOt,h when he a as reportad miss-
i ng i n act i on . Hs ret urn ed on Alovamber 20t h af t cr e s oapi ng t lcu'ough
t he enea ny l i ne s . He had be e n f or ced t o bai l out . rhen hi s pl ane bo-
gan t o di ai nt e grat e e f t ar pul l i ng a ut of an es ce s s i v al y h i g  Bpe e d
di ve .  ie tiva e de aor at e d u i t h t he Si l v e r St ar and $hor t l y e f t er war ds
returned to the linited States on leave.

-
    s ;, r i t i sh
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or_d os' t he wl i t s oi ' t he iror t h  ',f r i or n Ai r r 'or ce a~ u s t r a t d gi c Ai r r'or c a
i r   ::, h i   i e r :ia Qu  ; ua r t e _•s . A x•c   oi t i e  . a r u ,u ut t u   e 7ow, &s i ò l l ows s

1 . Tun i s i an i; t n.r Fi gn .

r•rom   en . .i  l ex az dar t o Li    ut , u 3r. .   p aa t z , C. G. ia   i  .

" Gr. l, e h a l f of t iie 6 1 1 i a d   ':r mi e s c u; ip o ci r_b
l b t a i  r r.iy u r o u p I v  i s h t u

e s r r    s s uu r cie a g „ r a t i t u d c: r.n cz t i: e._
  s f 'or t r.a ti ro n d e r i  a s u p r o r t    ou

iia v 3  , i v a :  u s ci u r i r  U t r.o y r e s e r t • u r e r a t i oil :. . Yo ur co o p .  r e t i o r : a s
p l a y e u a v i t r  l p e.r

t i »   rv ak e  
.nb t Y:Q e :  e my o n c r ;ak i n b o a r v i c t o r   .*

Un t l  e   a t t l ;,j ;
.e

l '
.  0 :, .. l :i l a . "

b'r om Li aut . i  an . 5p aa t z t o u er_. Lool i t t l u ,

" Th i s ov e r v+' ie l mi n , s u c c a s s l-.a s u . a:      3 c p u s s i b l e u n l y b y c oo r u i n a t e a

a n d 1'l tr d r ro r k o r_
t h   Pa r t o i a l l t .il  s Po r s o r_  d l   l t l. e ' ' o r t hwe s t

_Ii i r i c a n : . i r r 'o r c e s . i n 3 l a  ' :no n t h s t h e i n s a p ar P.
t   a l   me n t s f u r mi n  ;

t ; , c s G S' c r c e s ii e.v  s à d a n v:  l u   c? t o   ;a t n :, r i  ̂ t c, K f •o r c a at l e t u s wa e p
t :  r  e n c *  ;t i 'r om t h c s k i a s a n c: •x i t l. un r e r e l l ;; l :    s t r i k i n   p utvc r , a b l e
t o c :: l i   s : a c o o r   i n xt a d Ul ow qri t  : 3x t r :,me n c c u r a c y a n d cia v a.s t a t i n  ;
di i 'a   t u p on a n f o       c t i v e s e l d c;t a ci i 'or a t t an t i o n . '  l   s s   , i r i t v i

c o c   ;t r a f. i o n -o e t-w a a zi t h e y r i t i s i  t:n d ?,   e r i :,   .r_
  i r r u r c a s h a s u a v a l u p c  !

a t e r..  vrlii c h b o  to s a o g o o d i o r 1t a 1
.  r :  n t a a i e me c: 9 1-.;, i k t ur a a n i ii e r

p a r t n ur u a r m.a n y l a.
t e r .

"

r r u m !j x'i o a .' ..1 ° r   e n ;, r a l J . L'1.  a 1Cl Y.' ^ ::Tl , li . lr .  `t tl   : l ri   .

" i a ak : u ; uu i or y o: r c :. s t c:u r i n g   ii;: l e.st f ev* cr uc i a l we aks . You
  P Y v l t .

M

y2 . ri a t t l a o  :   a n t d l i or i a .

r r̀        cne r a.l p r rn ol G t o Li e  ut . (xe n .   pe.  t z .

" L̀r t i r e  '. i r t or ca j    i n :   e i r_ c on  r e t ul at i on t o Al l i   u Ai r r`or ce s i n
tvc r t li   ',i 'r i cA u.i un i3i gh l y su c•r. . s s i u l co:nt l   t i cn oi i'   t  3l l cr i w a i r
o _ae r e t i on s .   ' r    rrt  nu o us a .-1nan+ o.i b oa :DS dr o i pe d an d ne   l ;

_g
ib l e l o s s e s

oi pl s.n e s   :,Eak wel l f or p l a n.n i n g nr a par a t i on s anci exe   ut i on . "

,  'r o   : L i e u t . Ua u . Sp s.° -  z t o   e n . Lo c l i t t l e .

" ti o r t Y.wrtss +  u f r i c a_n
s i r r 'o r c o s ,  a v a a ch i e v e l a n o t a   l y v l c t o r y . T ti i s

v i c t o r y h a s b e :;n u  zd e p o s s i Ul c  u r l y uy +La 3 n t h u s i a s m, s 'r. i
l l ,  1a t t  r m-

i n a t i u n , Ps _t
l   r a v a r y wn i c h e l l    l

.e r:ie n t ;; 0 1 iia f o r c a h a v e  d i z p l ay a d .
lA a h av e rr a i nt a i ue a s n u i mp r o v a d t '.-  : St P. 

d Pr c  wn i c h wa s so v : t a l a
i 'a c t c r i x t u s i a l l o i Tu n i s i e. .

"

- 13 -
- , • . :•   , ., 
.... -. _

 
. ::. •  .

_
 

 
Et Z :, L ' " i   %1 $ 11 -
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3 . 5 i c i l i an Cs,mpai gn
_.

r'r om I nTAF t a Ge n .   ool i t t l e .

"6  i s h t a ex pr s s s appr e c i at i on of ant hus i a sm, s p i r i t and s id l l s hown
by pilots or tho lst a  14th Figbter sroups 3uring operations 10

J ul y . T ie i r work ha s bs en ma gni f i cent . "
.

Er:_ 
Gen . Y eb st e r t o 14 t h Fi ght e r t  r oup .

"I   ri s h t o coimnand t he 14t h i 'i ght ar   roup f vr i t s out st en l i ng 4ccom4
plishm,ents and devotion to duty shown in ti  geriod of iatensive
operations from lU  uly through 2U July, in conjunctivn with the A

.
lliea

invssicn of Sicily . Your magnificant eaeCUtion oi assi,;ned missioas
i n sugpor t of'   r ounci opar at i o _s , a :d yQur sk i l l i .n l oc at i ng a.nd s uc -
oe s s i'ul l y de s t r oy i n ; t e rge t s oi opport uni t   , cons t a_nt l y har a s s i ng t he
s namy x her eve r he coul d be f c   , h i s v i t al i ns t al l at i o  s , l i .ne s of

supply aud comrmuaication, has ueen materially responsible for the
rah i d Al l i ed ad  an ce on t ha i a l e ral at a mi ni ria,tm cus t . You war e cal l e d

upon to exert a maximum ei'iort continuoualy during these operations,
oi 't an t o f l y a s mar y a s e i gr t mi s s i ons i n a s i ng l e da  r, ov ar di f f i cul t
t arr a i n heav z l y def e nded by t he on®upi, not onl y t ax3.x  r l.a s ki l l and

®nciuranc9 of y our pi l ot s but al s o t Y,e f ul l c e pa c i t y ot'   •our gr ound

par som!e l   os e goo . i t   ra s t o ke op ev ary ar ai l abYe pl ane f l yi   . Tha
tw mber esaort missions which y-cu 'iave flown during this period havs
t e®n oi ' a s i mi l ar h i gh char act er i n t h si r ax ecut i on . Ths s uc ce s s oY

vur b ombi ng, i n al udi ng t he f i r s t at t.,a.ck s ma de by t h i s '4fi ng on t hs
mai nl and of E  ro pe   r d t he h i s t or : c f i r st 9,l l i e d a s s aul t c n Romd,
can be at t r i but e ci i n no smal l mea sur o t o t he af f e at i v e prot e ot i on
pr o  i ded by y our vr oup . To   cer t ai n knowl edga I expre s s t he
aprr a c i e t i on and ac  :r at i on of if i ;rhs r He aciquar t c r a i n con ;r at ul at i ng
f ou on e di f f i cal t t a sk Ndl l dene . The c oope rat i on of every one end
f i ne t s am-  ro r k s:xo  hav o boen ci ' a ciiar e.c t er wor t 'r y ot' t ue h i   he s t
t r adi t i on s of t i.e g ra ,Y

Ai r r òr i:e s . "
.

F'r om ds n . Ar nol ci t o i  n . Spaet z .

" l
.t
h av e r e a d  nri.

t h 6r e e t e s t i n t e r e e t y ou r s umma r ;r o f a c c omp l i ahme nt s

of d llied A ir F orCes in Sicilian Ce pai  . Pleasd express to the

o f f i c e r s en d mon t o a l l Ai l i e d un i t s   y a cimi .r a t i c,n a nd s i n c e r e

a ppr e  a i a t i on t o r t h o g a l l s.n
t r y 81=cv n! b .• c omb at c r e ws a n d t h a d i l i -

  e n c a e _̂
d pe r s e v  sr c  nc a i n pe r f o r mi n{y t h e i r d  . 

t i e s by   r oti:n d e c he l on s .
The ma s t e r t ul way i n wh i c h a.

i r su - r e na Cy de e p i n e ne my t e r r i t o r y wa s

s s c t:r e d an 3 ma i nt a i n e d e v o ks s my pr o f o t n d a dn i r a t i o n e:nd s   t 8 Aa t t 6 r n
r o r f u t ;:r e o pe r a t i o r. s o n l ar  ;e s t s c a l a a e a i n s t o ur e ne mi e s i n Eur o k,e

  end in +he Pacitic."

4 . I t al i an Campai ,,n .

r r vm Ai r iria.r sua l   n
_
  g  Cus unandi ng  iATAr' , t o Co l one l drave l y ,

Coima,andi nb g 1I Ai r Suppor t Con   and .

4 -
 u s  ritish
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4 . L:i s s i or_s Pr d Sor t i e s

  1'he S    iac:r an ne r t i c i p3t ed i n 17   :ni s s i ons t ot al l i _  g : 025
s or t i e s , sw  nar i zod e a f ol l ows s

Ty ps o f ' h'_
i s s i o n   i s s i on s So r t i a s

Lscurt - E-17 -   664
-   - 25 7 a4
. . is- 2 E Ng   5 5
- P- 3 S 4 85
ASR 9 59
Yr e s i de n t o#' u . a . 1 6
x i n g o i '   bl a s d 1 1

97 1, 2 

Di v e ucr.ii  i ng 36 46 6

Fat r nl -   s ac.h  Qau 1G I 69
- Convoy 11 59

27 25

St r a i 'i ng g o g
F a c o nna i s s a nc e a nd  M're   .

t h e r 5 l b
See ;;  reep 2 2 3

T(.TAL - - 1     

A chr onol obi cs.l ].i s t of t h  s o mi s s i ons f o l l arrs :

:?o . of mJrPe   d Pi l ot Pl aneDate P-38a Tarbet Victories Losses Losses
I day 6 12 B- 25   s cor t - - ant i - shi i pi ng ( lt!ed . Se a} - 1
" 8 12 8-26 " " " Sicilian Straits - _" 9 10 B-17 " to Palernw , Sicily 1 - Dest'd - -" 10 18 " " to ws.rsala, Sicily 2 - Dest 'd 1 1
" 11 12 " " " " n

- r _" 13 12 " '  to Ce.gliari, Serainia - _ -" 14 11 " " to Glbia, Sardinis. - - _  " 18 12 " " t o riiar s al a, Si c i l y 3 - De st ' d 2 2
1 - Pr ob .
b - Damaged" 19 12 " " t o i'r apani   i l o , Si c i l   r - - .." 21 13 " " to Castolvetrano, 5icily -   .." 22 1? " " to  u Rizzo, Sicily 1 - Dest'd i 1
1 - De ma ge d

" 24 11 Dive 3ombing TnGlesias Zinc ana _- YLe a i Sme l t er Works ." 25 8 v i v e Poznn T9r r anav a ( uul :: )
, Sardi n i a 1 - De s t t d 1 1

" 26 13 Top Cover f or P--  Bs t o di ve ?  omb and -   -
s t r af e 1'i r s o and Lus ach i , Sar di ni a ." 28 12 b- 25 P,s cor t t o Lo Ri z zo , Si c i l y 2 - pr ob , .. _

1 - yarna6ad

aw
   . - '   

.  

_  a l s Lr a i
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.  - - . ; _ -.. . , _ , ' -- ual s  3r i t i  

No . of ' ?'y pe and Pi l ot Pl a  e
llate P-38s   Te.rget -Victories Losses Losses

_  
  :ay 30 12 Di v e Do  L'hi l i v an i   '.'tr v ar cis - - -

and i rans f ormer St n .
" 31 14 •Divo bomb S. Caterir_a Power stn. - , -

J lue 1 16 :;- 26 Ls ccrt t o Port o t cr ano , Sar di ni a   - -
" 2 13 Di ve Dor ..a e un ampl a come nt c- : ant al l e r i a - - -
a 4 13 n n n n n _- M

" 5 24    " t ̂_ons e rr a.t o A  U, Sar di n i a - - -
" 6 11 " " gun 2mplacements-tantelltriR - - -
a 7 12 a » n n n

- - r

a 8 14 a n n n n _ - . .
" 9 1 1 8 - 1 7 i:,s c or t t o P  t e l l e r i a - - -
" 9 1 2 Di v e b o*nb g un e n  l a c a ms r -a - x a nt e l l s r i e - « -
" lU 13 " n a " " - - -
a 1 1 12 n n a n n

.   r . +
a 1 1 12 a n n n n _ _r

" 1 2 11 L- 17 i;s cort t o i;o c ce  di r'al co , Si c i l y - - -
a 15 21 B-26  BCOrt to Bo Rizzo, Sicily - - -
" lb 12 yive  iomb Trapani  ilo A li, Sicily - - -
" 20 12 I - 26   ,s cor t t o Tr apani i ii l o   D, 3 i c i l y - - -
" 22 1   s cort g i ng uf '   gl and - - -
" 24 24 } -26 Lscort to Alghero 6 D, Sardinia ? - i  sttd 1 1

2 - Pr ob .
2 - DamE.ge d

" 25 12 13-17  scort ; ilis b L , Sardinia - - -
" 30 1 2 13- 1 7 Ls c o r t t o Ynl a r mo A

,
  D , S i c i l y - - -

" 3 0 1 2 " " t o   o c c a d i r a l c o , S i c i l y - - -
July 4 24 8-26 Escort to 3ardinie. - - -
" 5 22  3-17 G SCUrt tU Gdrbini, Sicily - - -
" 6 4 " " t o Go  a

.s o , S i c i l y - - -
" 8 12 B-25 n n n _ _ _
" 8 1 2 S t r   ..

i e Ka da r S t n . , ,  ugu s t a , S i c i l y - - -
" 9 1J is-17 Lscort to Sciacca SID , 5icily 1 - Dest 'd - -

1 - Pr ob .
1 - ll ama  ;e d

" 9 12  s- 2 _ la cor t t o Ce.l t ani s se t t  ., S i c:i l y - - -
" 10 12 Dive 8o b targets of opportunity i.n - - -

Soutnsast Sicily
" l l7 13 n n » _ -..
" 10 12 n n rr _- r

" 11 12 " " " - - -
" 11 10 " " a - - -
" 12 12 n n n - - -
" 3.

 2 12 n n rt - - -
..

" 13 1  " " " - - -
" 13 12 n n a _ _ -
n 13 12 n n n _ - -
" I 4 1 2 8 - 2 6   s c o r t + a ;rie s s i n a , S i c i l y Q - -
" 1 6 2 4 'r " t o Vi b o 4 o l

,  n t i a - - -
" 17 12 " " to Naplss, italy r r -
n 1 8 4 ABR- - : ie d . S u a 6 - Le s t ' d - -

- 5 •
.. .,, . .   . , ,  .y, ,  - • r e  ."St .      „ _ , ..    '  '        ;

' ;  .
  t    UP.

1 S [;T' ? 't ,  ,
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"r r i o r t o r e t ur n oi ' t '- 3  s ur ou ps t o Far e nt f or ma t i on wi sh t o t h ank
Co l . i y l a and a i l r a.r k s oi t r o up s con c er n act i or t he i r s p l enii i d wor k
ana coopPration during thQ mast tenso  ettle period. Pilots are to
b e i nf or med t r  .t t ha i r tror k f i r s t l y i n pr o+,e c t i n g t hm oonv oy s i n
mov emen t t o t h e as sauul t a r ea , s econcil y i n t he pr ot a e t i on of sh i r pi n g
and b ea eh e s ar ,d

l a s t l y t h e of f en s i v e f i g,
h t er bamb e r ac t i v i t y aga i n s t

en emy r oad mov aznan t aont r f   u t ad gr ea t l y t o t he su c ce s s of t h e o per a -
t i on . Var y maz y t he+.uk s f c r t no mu c11 a cpr e e i a t e d a 6s i s t en e6 . "

r  r om Gol . Gr ave l y t o Commalidi n g Oi f i c  sr , 12t h F i gh t e r l Ti n g , Yr ov i s i on a l .

" I d©s i r e t o a    d t o i  i r 7dar sh al Con i n ghamt s t hank s , ax pr as s i on of mp
c. m personal appreciatica i'or the splendid work doae by tre *hrea Groups
un der yo  :r cor,  and an d by y ou r s t ai 'f an d y our se l i   du r i n g t he pe r i od
8eptember 8th to deptember 17th, 1943, in +he conuuat of air apers tions
age i ns  : t he en emy i n t he   lapl a s »Sa l e r n o a r e a . "

From Col.  yle, C.O., 12th F'ightar W ing, Prov ., to 14th Fighter Group.

"It is with greatest of plaQSUrs thut I forward thir  letter cf 4om-
men ciQt i on t o you , i wi s h t o a ud n  a ppr e c i at i cn f or t he exs ol l en t
wor k dane tsy ;; au , yuu r s t af f , pi l ot s s:n d t as g r oun d pe r s onne l of y our
un i t dur i n g  ;n e one r a t i on . I t Y a s be  ::n e. ;  l e a s wre and pr i v i l e ge t o
he.v e   ,or ko d wi t h y ou dur i n g t he Av a l an ct s Opdr a t i on . "

From t en . Daolittle to Gen.  tkinaon.

" I ain pr o  d of t hP r n cor d aeh i e ve n by o  u i c i l i an. b a s a u 1'- ;j fi de t a ch -
. m:ent s . Th Ei r wcr k , pe r f o •med un der unus u a l l y di Yf i cul t con di t i on s ,

r e f l e c t gr e a t c r e di t u yon t h i s Co  ne.nd , and I w-i s h t o s xpr e s s t o a l l
concarned s{y r.aartieat can ratulations an-i Eincera appreciation."

• •
F r om Ge n .   t k i n s on t o C      araan d+n g Uf +i as r , 14t ri F i g,.ht e r Gr oup .  

f
" I u a gr e a t l y pl e  .s eu   ,  t h yo;  r r e c or d i n r e c ent op9r a t i c:: s wi t h 12t h
  i r Su pp or t Com nan d . "

  . ,  nga gemen t i n t h e Dode ce na ee I s l and s .

r 'r om Hq . RAr yii d c3] .e h a s t t o Commen di n g Oi 'f i cer , 1202 F i gk t er Ni ng , Pr av .

" Yl ea ae conv   r;  t a a l l r ank s oa r adrni r   t i on a nd a ppr e c i a t i on of' t he
me  ni t •i c en t wor k don e by y our gr oup oper a t i n g un de r d i

.Yf i uul t c i r cum-
s t  tnoe s . Your a ch i e vemen t s a r s a l i t he mo r e pr e.i s ewor t hy anci t he r e
is no doubt b; your efforts you i ave materially aseisted in naval op-
erations."

Fr oYu Ai r Oi'f i c e r Conun.an di.n  , , 2Q1 Gr oup , RAF , t o Coru  a r d i n g Cf f i c s r ,
1202 F'iahter Wing, Provisioaal.

- - I 5 -

u   ''   yritish
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Gi t i e Fr e c e a a i n g , Lt s . Go f 'f' a n d b l e x a ǹ d e r a r a k  e  w-u t o b e p r i s on e r s

o i ' a a r . Lt . Co l l i n s a    ci 4  f U   i o n wc r e s e e n t o b c:i l o  _ r s uc c e s s f 'u l l y .   n

u -  c c °  i r me ci r e s o r t s t a t  sb t ' -:e t Lt . Va r r_:
ie l l i s a p r i s c n e r o i ' wa r . Cf ' t h o

  e n E:  o t a cw±  b y e n bra    a c t i o n , t wo a r e k n ox r  t c: u a a l i v   a n d p o s s i b l y f i v a .

Gn r'  u   u s -t 4 ,   n d Lt . Ll c;y d "U . h e :_a r i r. x e.s s h c t d own b y v - 2 6 s wh i c ;i
h i s S ; u a d r o n wr  s e s c a r t i  sg .  ̀ h i G e r r c r we s d e e p l y r e  ; r e t    e d b y e 1 1 a s h e

 vn s o n e o i t h e " f' i 6 h t i n  ; e s t " n i l o t s i n t i  e c u t i 'i t .

(b j 1  'ouna ed b    E:zemy !?c t i on .

J u l
.y

1 0 -  ue j o r r ' u r r e .  t  i .   a r k e r - r e t u r c  s d '  o c oma e.
t .

J u l y 13 - 2rld Lt . cie r ue r t J . Yr'a l k er - s en t t o u n i t e d St s.t e s fc r
f'urther hoapitalization.

( c } Gr ou p Lo s se s  Yh i l e r  l y i n    i t h 3 7t h .

ir a j o r L l a r o    c e L . T i nk a r , J r . , Cr ou p Uo Er a t i o n s Gf i ' i c e r - s h a t
d own b yr e n e rr  y   i r c r a f '-c . i ie :va s t 'r  s on o i ' e.

j o r t  e ne r a.
J
_ '1' i n k e r

o i t h e Ar   y .
  i r r o r c e :- l o s t a t t he i: ; t  ;l e o f ` 1'  i a  ra y .

Gr o kr:c o e r s o n   e l s  .; s t a i n e d n o i a t a.
l 1 ;; ;, s e s i.;hs o u o h di r a c t e n e m  a c t i o n

a s  : h e b a s a n e c e r wa s s a:, j e c t e a  - o a t t a e;k .  3a we v s r , J   S b t .   ;l s d on r . l  e i s t a n d

s u  'f e r e d . e r n e.i  e n t i n j u r i , s ( l o s   oi ' l a i 't 1'o o t ) f:' r o     e n arr  y 1 a n 1 mi n e w '. i l e
d r     i n g a we a    on s c a r r i e r o n d u t ,   n a a r S t e ;  a r i a ci u L i +, , ': u., i a i a .

8 , y e c o r e.
t i a : s a n   Awa r e s .

Ti,e S q u a ur o n    a s r a c a i v e d i t s sh a r e o f ' d a c o r a t i c u s a i d Rwa r d s
R:  i c Y  h nv 9 t e e n e a r r  e G b y t h e o u t s t a n a i n n s ici l l , e o l.r a e e a n ci i n i t -
iativ? o?  its pilots.

 istinguished Sarvice Gross.

 da j or tir i l l i am L. Lav   r c t t a

i   i s t i n G .:
i s h e d r 'l y i »   C. r o s s   j_t ri Ga k La e1 ' Cl u s t e r .

l s t Lt . t  . i ,c
   a r a A

.. Cfl n p  ue l l
l s t Lt .    ob e r t L .   a r : .n a r

Di s t i n   u i s   .e
i r ' l y i n U Gr o s s .

;din j o r r c̀ r r a s t ii . Ha r ira r
 .:a j o r Ca r l r . Ru dd e r
Ca p t   .i n : ub e r t   . Bl a i r

" Le onar d L . Gonk'l e
" ;i ar r y C. i;r i m
" Charlss J . Crocker
" Ud o r  s   .  1ii   ; .t mar_." R o b e r t li . 1''i i l s o n

- 11 -
;, _ _

,r•7 .t,
   

_
    :; ., .:•  1 L

.:  
  _"

i  i 1       -
. t

,_ . , . _ .    •. .,
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. ..   .
. D aj or Carl r ' . Rudder

Dat e s oP Co cmland: June 4 t h t o Se pt ember 19t h .
Combat Record for SYuadrons 31 victories and S losaes.

Ma3or Rudde r l ed t he Squaauron t hr ou gh a vory eua4e s af ul par i od of

oper at i ons . ri t h a mi ni   of l os s e a . Ha r e oe i vod h i s I s .j or i t y rrh i l •
Co  nding Officar and was deoorated wf th tne Distingaished Flying Cr.oa$

before returning to the States on leeve after complvting 50 miasions.

l+ta.j or Forr e s t H. Berkar
Dat e s of Coam and s Se pt ember 19t h t o Sapt s mt er 2 9t h .
Comb at Re cor d f or Squadr oa i None .

Ma j or narker , a gr e at f av or i t e   r  .t h t h e Sque dr on , wa s t r ans f vr r ed

_
t o t he St a f f of t he Bamb er Cos  nand s h or t l    af t e r h i s appo i nt   nt as
Co>nnandi ng Of f i ce r . Th i s wa s de e pl y r e gr a t t e d by a 11 membe r s of t he
Squadron as are ll as  iajor Barker, who had hoped to complete 50 mission.a

  rl t h t h e 37t h ,  ie aro n hi s Di at i ngui s hed r l y i n g Cro s s arh i l e f l y i n g wi t h

t 11s Squ adr on .

  a  or l  i l l i am L. Lev er e t t e
Dat e a of Cozens nd : Se pt embe r 28t h t o Devembe r 31s t .
Combat Rec ord f or Squ adr on s 21 v i c t o r i e s and 1 l o s s .

Major Leverette joined the Squsdron on August 28th upon his

.rrival From tha
•
States and has led it brilliantly, having accounted _

f or 8 a  enq  ai r cr af t h3s eo l f dur i n g t h i s pe r i od . Hi e loaowl vdge aa d   '  - -
s ki l l i ui f l y i n g ex d t a ct i cs , as   aal l e.s h i s cool dar i ng unde r f i re , ha  e
been inapiring to ell tha men in his Conmm and. Under his leadership the
Squadron scored =ts greatest victory of the year, deatroying seYeateen

• ne   r e i r ar af t  +r±t hout l o as ov er t he Dode os ne s e I s l ands on Oct obar 9t h .
He has been decoratod uith the Distinguished 9vrvioe Cross for his actions

.Rhfle leading the S7th in this engagw nt during which he ahot cLo.vn 7

s nvmy a i r cr af t .

7 . Los  ¢s a i a Jl ct i on  

' Squadr on l o s ae s were c o  cpar a t i v e l y emal l and oan be eubdi v i ds d

as f o l l owrs :

( a ) Los t 4'.hr ough Bne  Act i on

]d,e y 8 - 2nd Lt . Rob®rt T. Th   ye r - shot down by f 1sY.
" 10 - 2nd Lt . Da  rey  y. Yarnde l l - shot do  n by enemy a i r ar a f t .
" 18 - lst Lt. James F. Goff - " ° " p

n " - 2nd Lt. JemaB J. Toth _ " " n "

" 22 • 2nd Lt. John C. Henry .. » « w »

e 25 - lst Lt. 1 'illiam  . Collins- shot doxa by Slak . ••
June 24 - 2nd Lt . Har ol d I  , l l eas.ude r-  shot d  nrn by vnem  t a i r craf t̀ •  

/tiug . 23 - 2nd Lt . Rus ae l l H. 1Jooms.F •  " ° " "

» 28 - F 0 Parl J. Dion - " N " "

De c . 16 - 2nd Lt .   i  ;ene Pi t r ©, Jr • - " " » a

TOT1 L - 10 - pl us o  e Gr ou p Of f i ce r .
M

LS dritish _ -   
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 Ji s t i n  ui she d F l y i ng Cro s s   Cont   ct)

l st Lt . li  :r ry T. fi ar na  
" JF.me s 1a  . ri ol l i ng swort h
" Kannet h L. Y  al dr on

2na Lt . Wayna L.  31ue  
" Ll oy d U.   an ir i  c
" 'rie r U  r t T. b i chw,an
" Liar cus C. Li  
" Homer L. Sprinkle

Silver St4r

hiaj or John ir. Br i   l t

Fti rpl e  iear t '

i aj or F'orr os t b . Se rkc  r
2nd Lt , ii   r be r t J .   Ia l k  . r
L l u o n r'.   i e i s t Pnd
Ai r l ie dal

A t ot a l o f 6 3 e i r ;r:e ds ].s en ci   64 u a '  Le a f Cl u s t e r s f o r t h e
g i r ;  e da l ?̂.a v e b e a n aR•a r a a d t o t h a pi l o t s of t he S qua a r on .

La g i o n v i '   e r i t

T    gt . (;l s re ace   . JoLns on, 1  04   421
" rioxard L. Larsan  Jr., 19010529

Louis  i. Gillet, 1y049452

iuOTL s S e e b nn e x " 1" f o r t l  a c c ou n t s o i ' t h a i nd i v i dLa l e x pl o i t s up on
which the aLOVO awards were based .

Se o An .Ze x " 3 " f o r o t h.e r n  r i t o r i o us a c h i a v a m ent s .

  - 12 -
r .   ,

•
u   l s , r i t i   n
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"The i 'o l l owi ng s i gne_
1 ha s bee n rs as i ve d f r om t he Comma.nder - i n- CFi   s f

Lev an t ,   I woul d b e gl ad, i f y ou woul d convey t o t :  Li br t ni n ; 3 quaci -
r ons under y oi.r c omrnand  oQy admi rat i on and grat i t ud© f or t he i r f i ne
work t o - de.y , aat l:rday . h i a l za j e st y ' s ah i ps hav e be en i n Lr s e.t di f f i -
culties and the efforts or tne U.b. 3quadrona have Rithout queation
saved their situation.  I  ould like to add   o  e.pprec

iation oi

   our gal l e nt s f f or t s and conbr at ul at e you on your f i ne shcw y e s t er day .
  'i nQ11y I ahou l d l i ke y ou t o e Fpre s s r,y a  pr e s i vat i on t o al l t hos a
c once rne d, grounc arews and per s onr.e l of b ot h  IFi.ng (RAF ) e nd l m er i c s n
units who by their hard vrork so o ten foroottan enabled the Libhtn-
1A65 to carry out their task."

From Lieut. Col. Sluman to Comme diag Cfficer, 14th ribhter Group.

"i de s i r P t o add :  ,}  ao  ndat i oi  on t }- e 8 'f ort wh: eb y ou and y our
ge r 8on  .3? hav e put f ort h .   or ki ng under moat a.dv e r gs condi t i ors
y c u car r i s d o  .t ,  our as s i gne d t a •k i n a me.nner t ha t i s e. cr edi t t o
yourselves and to +ha li. .A .A .r ."

  'r om Az.r  dar shal Li nns l t o   i r Chi ei l iar shal Te dde r .

"I havs i s aue d Frax ni ng or der s f or Li ght n i ng s and B- 24 s t o be r e ady
t o ret urn on re ca i pt oi ' order s i 'r om NdAr' Qs f r om t omorrow l l t u
Cct ot e r . I snoul d l i ke t o ex pr e as 1r ;  a1pre c i at i on of t he s t e r l i ng
w  rk waich t lese groups have carried out durin ,

their all too sflort
e t t achm er_t t o   i ddl e mas t . "

r'r om c en . Lovl i t t l e t o Commandi ng Cf i' i cer , 14t h F i bht er c;r ot;p .

"I t i s wi t h mu ch  ;re.t i f i ce t i on t hnt t h i s  xe l l de aerYe d pr a  i s e i s
t rensmi t t e d . The oparat i on i u que s t i on ref l e ct s  --rs e .t cr e : i t upon
t hi s CoII nnaa d and upon a l l pe r s ox : e l who r l aye d a par t i n t he pl eE.nni ng
and ex®cution thereat.

"

..
US s Dr i t i s h
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i+ a j ur 1T  i l l i ara L. Ldv er at t g , 0- 3220 14 , l ad h i s Squadr on of s av en P- 38B
on a mission to cover a convoy of war ships in the A agean Sea on Gctooer 9,
1 8 4 3 . Twe n t y - f i ti a t o t h i r t     J U- i37 s w ar e s i g h t a d j u s t a s t h ey wa r c  g e t t i n g
reaqy to atta k the convvy . W ith bold initie tive anci excellent judgment,
Ya j o r Le v e r e t t e o r de r e d i  h i t E F l n  h t of t hr e e bi  i p s t c s t a y up a s t o p c o v s r
and he 1®d his flight of four ri ht into thd e  my formatior_s oausing most

oY ti e bombers to jettison their bombs. Uuring th
.; encounter, which lasted

i 'i f t e e n mi n ut e :, , , l s j o r Le v e r e t :,e dd s t r v y e d s e v e n J   - d7 s a n ci dgma  s d t x o
others, wittiout loss .  ajor Levarettd was abla tv par orra this record-
b r e a k i n   f e a t o n l y be c s.u s e vf h i s c ompl s +e d i s r e   a r d f or h i s ovun s af e t y , h i s
remarkable  unnery and hie coolness kn.

der f'ire .  any timos he had JUs on
h i s t a i l   r t o h i a r e ar qu o.r

t e r ar.
d ;,hr e e t i rne s a t he r me mbe r s o f h i s f l i   h t

c a l l a c't o ut a J li on h i s t a i l . Al t h o ugh i n i ma.i nant de.n  ; e r , Ya j o r Le v e r e t t e
j u s i: t o o k s l i ght e v a s i v a a c t i on a _n

d c ou r a   e ou s l y St s.   e d r i bht amo nb s t t he
s ne n y a i r c r   ..

i t de at r o; r
i n b one af t e r   ;he o •rhe r . On a o c o un t o f    hs  ; r e s t

numt  e r o : t h e e ne r.  , he r e a l i z e d h a h a d *w a  un i t i c a t o wa s t e  •, so e a ch
t i me he is l d u i s i 'i r e u _n

t i l da n  e r o us l y c l o s e t o i:he a i r c r af t he wa s at t q e k-
i
.n.g . Su c a t a e t i c s we r e v a r y s u c c e s   f ' -:

1 but n e ar l y pr ov e d f a t a l a s on e t i me
his propellsr sliced throu ;h the aircraft he had just shot down . Major
Lbveratte 's outstandir.g akill as a combat pilot a.n

d his inepirat onal qual-
i t i e s a s a l e a de r , h i s de v o t i on t o d u t     a    d c o o l c o ur a  ;e un ue r f i r e u ph o l d
t he h i g he e t t r a d i t i o r_s o f' t he Ar m e d r o r c e s . . -

r
1

r

    J '̀  `  ' - a   r i t i s :n   •
 ''

. - - - • - ,.. t . .. .  , .
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Li s t i ng  _i sn ea r 'l y i n g ur os s
,

l s t L i e u t a rl Pn t it i c n e.r d A . C  np Ue l l ,   - 6 5   2 4 3 , p e r t i c i p a t e d i n   n e s c o r t

mi s c  i on i ' o r t v ro   r ou p : o i n - 1 7 s t v Sc i s c c u ,
Ai r cir o me , S i c i l y , on   J u l y 1 y 4 3 .

.
Se p a r a t e d t 'r o   l t l :d i 'o r r.,a .

t i or_ or. t u e r e •̀ .: r r f l i   ;u t , L t . u   p o c  l l t n a ;, i s v  i n  ; -

:u;,n c i   i,t   1 e.p , r o.ci   t e l
_j r ;=e n ,  .cs• l 0 y s £.

t t   ,c
k i n b o r.  of +i e b a mi  e r ar ou p s .

L i s
_•1 Q      r_  o a    s t a n   .i r   co   a t s k i l t t   .  1  n o  ' - 3  Ss i n t e r c e p t e d a n u d i c    o r s Qu

i o ur o i ' t n a c n v  :v f i   it e r   e.s
Lt . (: ai„p i  _ 1 1 d a s t r c ;,-e :?. un e   .c - l U  a r .u

d s ::.a   a d

a s e c:o n d . r 'o u r o t i  a .r
  ' ,t;;-

l 0 y s i r,u  o  i a •  a l y c.t
t a c k e   t 'a e e l   me n t t  r_

c wn os b o t h

mo t u r s o 1' h  
_•    n   -ra  .n

' s Ll   r .  c '.;t o    t , L t . C  up u z l l d r e v a o l '  ' t ._;  e n a:u;   f i b}-, t -

e r G s i   . ,
l

., - h a n c'te a . Gc -_.r a   e o   a l ; c   w e r i r_ 
h i : c oiar a u a ur_

t i l o n e mot o r   a  -

a v f'.
L '1 i n o p   r a t i o n ,

Lt .   u r:ip e a l l   ;u i a c c: :  i   w  d Pr t i<<: t r ot +  c t i ur of t  i e 5 om5 a r

f o r   a ± i    n a n u e o n t i r_u ;;u   :e p r o t ,e c t t;   e c r i i     l o u I - 3 o e.b a : n s t r e p v f_t e a   .t t a e 's s

u n t i l i r i e n u l ;  t e r r i t o r ;.•
: a d   e   n r e a c :ie c  .

Gs.k Le a.t '   l u s t e r f or Li s t i n ,; u i b:   n r l y i n    r os .:

un 13 Sep t ami    r 1y4 3 Lt . Campu a l l pc+-r t i c i p c t e  ' i r e r e c o    e i    s wn ca
., , ..-ni s s i o r_, co n s i s t i n e o     c  .r r - .  t  s , wi-.        v re r ca s z r.t o   t t o r :, c o *L.r o i t,  r a.

l

r c a.d s f r om  ̀i' e r r:n t a i, u   o o ;,
i e- •t u 1' r t ;, r  a . T:.e :-a c c •:t   P=

_: s a n c e ; r  .s c a r r i p c

o ut Q.
t ¢.

l c vr 1 ;  : ol ::  s •: i t e t    o i •e.c
t t       a; t t  i s a r c E  •rs .s s +

..r c t.   l     d :;i   r d a d

u     ° L: S S
.
V '; ' C O " U " ?'1t I ' & t   J Y

_
'   i P.   l t: i . .    i l

.
_ i l t c: r 5 3 ^   ,

: II i.  :u d r 0 •_
: : ,   T '

_
t l - 8

.
l r   . r 9 i ' t f

.1
& t t 3 r -

J " ` "
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Di st i ngui s hed r•l y i .n.g Cr os s

18t LieutenPnt Robert i . Gardnsr, 0-?29333, } articipated in e bomber

, escort mission to Terni Rail Roaci Yards, Italy, on 28 august 1543. Lt.
( ar dne r ' s Squadr on   ra s j umpe d by f i f t e en or t we nt y   - 10 9s a.nd t ne fl i ght s
be eam.e se par Qt e d . Lt . Ge.r dner ' a f l  

_g
ht wa s t he n j unge d b3• s i ght l'  s f r om

the rear and the;; broke into thEm, Lt. Gardnar shooting down one   . na
t han ae w a badl f cr i p ?l e d P- 38 at abrn   t 210 00 ' i n i m̂  i n  :n t dar oc r of be i r g
f i n i s r e d of f b3• t   o   's . Rri t hout has i t at i on , s i ng l e - ha:ldea , he cl o se d i n
on t   .a t   o at t a ;.ker s a.n

d af t c r a b: i e f e n  s   ement he da+  be d ona of t hem
and drove the other off. Lt. Gardnsr then attempted to comrnunioato  rith his
comr ade   n t he r ad i o but hi s r adi o wa _ o .zt s o Lt . Gar dner f l :,w c l os e t o h i m ;. i

s i   al l i n  ; hi m i n s t r uct i ons when t wa mor e enemy f i   ht e r s t r i ed t o come i n f or 

t ha k i l l . how'ev er , Lt . Ge  dne r was al e r t aLd t ur ned i nt o ;,hs m dr i v i np  t hem of f .
kli s c omr a3a t han st s.r t ed  o l o s e al t i t ude a:.ci Lt , dar dne r cover e d hi m ke s pi ng
him free from attack until he bailed out at about 6000'. Lt.  zar î ar then mado
360 de ,r a turns until his comrade hit t .e water.

Gay Le af' Cl us t er t o t h e Di bt i r_oui s hs l r'l y i   o dr o s s

Gn 23 Au ;-us t 1943 Lt . Ga rdne r par t i c i pat ed i n an Ai r Se a Re s cue   .i as i   n
t o t he Ga l f oi Sa l er no, e s e ort i ng a P 3Y.   Phi.l a f l    i ng at 1200 0 ' unde r a he aTy
ove rca s t a'boti t t : r ee mi l as Suut h of Campnne l l e. f ai.nt , e i   '_̂.t b",7y- 1G9 s s uddenl y
do. e f r om ab vv   t 'r.e ovar ca s t a,nd at t a cke d ;.i  e t'l Y. The D  s , about f i f t e oa or
t we nt y of t hem, t hen at t e cLad t he t ws l v e P- 3RS i n di v i :  ; at t ack s f r om above  
t he ov e r cas t . Tue bquadr on , by  t l,:rn i ng i r.t o t he at t a cke r s , f ou   ht i t s wèy o  ;t
away f r om t he cc as t , ri vwev ar , ane pi l ot l agged 1  hi nd and, al t tao  . gki he wa s
not i n t he s s rua i 'l i bht a s Lt . trarc ner , t he l at t Er ,   i t h no t hou ,iit af hi s cJ  n
s af e t y , unhe s i t at i ngl y we nt i n t o   r i _r  ,  :i m oat as he was be i ng at t acke d p;/
tv a   ss. Lt. Gardner, with great courage and daring, succaeded in driving the
 s  s avray b ut st i l l e.not ut r   ; s t ar t e d at t a cki ng hi s comr add f r om '.;he re ar . Lt .
Gardnor t arned into the new attacker and ait;,r a short snbagemant, bV soperior
ab i l i t y , s ueeae cie d i n s hoot i ng t he i ; ; dawn out oi ' c ont r ol . YLe t hen cal l od :'or
hi s f e l l ow pi l ot , who was s o ne di s t s ncd avrs.   , t o come a .t b :t anot ,  e r A,E s t ar t -
e d at t acki ng skcl i pi l ot . Lt .  sardnar t L .rne d t o  ar d t ?̂.i e at t acker and :  i s f e l l o 

_
Filot diba peared in a cloud. Than two   Ls dove on Lt.  ardnar . $ e thay had

t r e i n i t i a l g civ a Y t a g e ht . h ar f.n e r c:uu l dn ' t r u l l a  ra y   i' r on  t hs  . ii ov. av e r , r a a l -
i z i n g e x a ct l y t h e   -i i h t s   •o t h e vva s .i n , Lt . Gar dne r ' s g r o at f i bh t i n g s p i r i t   d

c our e ba o us de t e ! -tt i na t i o n e n e:o l e c' h i m t o a l l ow hi s a t t s.c ke r s t o c l o as i n on h i m
t;n t i l j u s t wi +h i n r e n g e   h e n he s udde n l ;  pu l l e d i n t o e t i g h t l o op arn d t h o ug n
t u ey f o l l owe d 'r..

  t he i r g r a a t  ir s pe e d t o o k t he m be ; ;o nci Li m, Tnr e e m:- r e t i   s
o n v he   y o ut r e wa s a t t   cke d f r oui t  he r   ar a ud nb ov e t ha al o uds b ut by ci i s -
p l ay i ng  ;r e a t. pr o€ a s s i o n a l s k i l l an d c o o l da r i r.   he f o ug ht h i a w ay s af a l y b a c k .
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1

  i s t i :.     i s nea r'l y i u   i;r o s s

auu  sr y

l s t Li eut e  t i .uoer t   .. bl ai r , 0- 6  yJ61 , pr  r t i c i pat e d i n a nombe r
a s c o r t iui s s i on t o Ci  i l i v an i , S a r u i .  i a , 2   J une 1 b4 3 . n 1't ::r t n e b u   i ng r un
h i s i   uz_c

i r o n e n c oun t a r ;:d s t i i 'f ` o ppo s i ± i o n i r om aLoLt ? ii  a.r;-
l U  s . r l    i n E; a t .

1 a , 0 0 u i : .n a 'o e i n   a ov ut 10 a i l e s i nl and I r om Yi l i wu ov a , Lt .  sl  µi r , l e a di ng
  i  i + d  , l i o ht , a t t a c:k a d a i 'o r ma t i on o i ' 3   ;- l uy s . u i t r  s + 'tir e e on l y cn e
a s c a pa d a e Lt . r3l e.

i r s iw t doRn on a wu i l e t na n dci r l i   h t a c c o Knt a d i o r e.n o t t  e r .
.i l 2l]EC111  G6 1  ' 9 f '  ;y r c O1T1L1 3 t LT'  a   5  Q6   r 6 i: '  ur Ty : t . b1 E1.

l r Sh.11f t li£ t a.1 6 f '1.
1  h ' 

vra s o e i n  ; a t t a c k e d f'r om t ii-  r e ar o     Y'o    r .nur a L;r;- ZU;; s , oue oi `   r̂h i ci: x•a e a l -
r c  s.d    c n t ::a t a i l o i iii s Iuo . a :,:e.:u . t#s t h e l a t t c r r -   G do v rs t o t r f t o a ha k e
t r:e lr  - l U    i ch 1ga.s do   be d l y pt  r s   i n  i t , Lt , s l a i r , ti r  t ;YOut r a     .r a i 'or u i s
pe r s   n a l s o i  a t y , t u r u  3a

_
i nt o t ne dne my a  :a  :u on i  o l l

_ovre u i t dcpm un t i l n i e
i i r c  t a v i'ul l a i   'e c t , t ho t  , - l 0 y c r a s h i n  ; i   t o t na   r oL;n d a. i e w ae c or.us l  ;t er .
i   : t :r e s d e nc o unt e r s Lt .   l s.

i r s h o« e d n c t an l ;; e n i   h dt   r o e v   pr o i 'e s s i o na l

a pt i t uue , bu :. a l , o uut s t a nu i n   l e u d e r s ii i p s;a c  t,e 4::  l l a ;;  u r da r i  i r e . Lt .
ti l a i r   s qu i c k t h i nl: i n   a .  d da r i n  a c t i o :.. a t c r u i c s .

l t i :.  s ex e pe :•i  a n t l y r e -
i l e c t e d i n t he S .i uadr un ' . opar at i ons t na t ua   - - ? v i c t or i   s abai ns t t ivs l o s s
ol o:1 y or  pl ane .

•

_   . .
,
ala Lrit'
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fi l s Dni t .

  • Distin uished rlying Lross
I

b̀ummary

lst Li; utenar!t Laonard L. Conkle, 0-725266, on 13 Septa  er 1843 par-
ticipated in a reconuaissancA nission, c:unsisting oi iour y-38s, which were
s dnt out t o re co  oi t er al l r oada i r o n Tar a1- t o t o F'o   ;; i a t o Pot enze . T:  s
r ec orz ai s „a ace wa s c ar r i s d out at a l aw l c v e l ae s Fi t e   he f act +,.hat +i  i ;. araa
w zs s t r un  l ;,• def ;: ndad ;  y e. he a.v „r concant ra J i on ci s n.®n ;  .f i g;zt ar s en d numardus :-
ant i  -  .i r cr af t ua+*er i  :s . c'cr ah nos t t hr as Lo   .r s Tne s e nl ar.e a pat r ol l e d r oads ,hi bhwa •s , and ct hE.- t r ans port a+ =on ar t ar i a s aUs er c i ng a l l e.c t i v i t y a.nd s pot t -
i ng enemy pos i t i ons . The s a p l ar.o s l   : dea at Tact i cal ue adq aart a: s a._c r aport c  d
t ue i r  :i :  d i  :e s  rhi ch    r ave u t o be oY  v i t al i n por t ance s'r o  bot h s. t act i c  El and
s t r at ag i c s t e n dpoi .nt . T  .a i nf 'orm,at i or. oLt a i nad rras us a d i n t ha s ubs +  que   t
nl e nni n  ; ot' our ope rat i ona ena cor.t r i but c  +i   re f_t 2  r t o our e f i~or t s at e t ime
x hen our i or ce s wera be i   g s t r ongl  T col.n+.e r - at t e ckad . ria has l ed mRny f l i g,ht s
on di ve o Lmui r.  and s t r ai i   .  rai ds t v r an+..a l l e r i a , .i i c i l y a !d I t al  T dur i ng
x n i cn ;iiary 3 i re c t h i t s v  sr s s cor©d a  u i inport e  t t ar  ;e t s de st r oyed, t hus aYPac t -
i v e l y di s rupt i nb t he enr ay ' s ot i'or t s .

- 7 -

al s ,  r i i i s ®
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Li s t i.n ;;u i ahed   'l y i ng Gr o s s
 

Su
_

ss  r' 

Cs ptain Charles J. Crocker, 0-658450, participated in a bomber esaort

zaission to Bo Rizzo A`D, Sicily, 10  ay 1943.  fter the firat group of bo mbere
' c ama of f t he t a r get , Capt ai n Gr ocker , l e e,di ng 3 1ue Fl i g,ht , sa. r 6 l  i;- 109 s at t aak-

i ng a cr i ppl e3 B- 17 . He and hi s e i ngman ( t he ot he r t RO member s   P hi s f l i ght
had 1®ft previously to return to Baee due to e  ine trouble) turned into them

a d drove thom off. zmmediately sbout 20  CE-109a su.rrounded
them aad anoth®r

al eme nt l e d by  ua j or O.wan s and at t empt e d t o f orc e t hem 3nl eald . Zn t he en aui ng
dog f i ght s 1r+a j or D  n a ' pl e.na wa s shot up and he had t o f s at har one s n  i : a .
I   edi at e l y , 4 1  - 10 9s pae l ed of f on h i s t a i l aa d   i pt ai n Cr ocke r , r ®al i z i   ig
the z   n®nt danger of one of his fellop pilote,  ithout hesitation or thought

f or  hi s own s af e t y , dov e 3.nt o t he M  s s pray i ng t he ai r Wa.t h l e ad e nd su ace e da d

in driving th3  P s off. In these encounte---a Captain Crocker probably saved

i  aj or Owens t l i f e and a.l s o enab l e d t he 3 - 1 ? t o gdt a  .a y ffi af e l y . Ths n t   ro more
109 s at t a cke d hi s e l ement f r om  the r e e r but b y t ur :a ng i nt o t hem he dr ov e t ham

ot P and hs and hi s   ri ngme a s ucoe e de d i n ge t t i ns ewra.y s af e l y .
On 22  day 1943 Captain Crocker again perticinat®d in a bombar escart

mi e s i on t o 3 o Ri zxoA  D. F'l y i ng at 26000 '   a s aR 2  1E- 10 9 a at t ncki ng a cr i ppl ®d
B- 1 7 . a e i sune di at e l y br oke i nt o t hem and s uc oe e de d i n di v ar t i ng t he 3.r f i r e

awa  r f r om t ha B- 17 and t o ua r ds h i at, t hus permi t t i ng t he B- 17 t o ge t away . i n
t he an su i ng f i ght one of t h9 ? 4n,s ps e l ad of f b ut he ops n0 d de adl y f i r e on t he

other at 800 yards snd closed at 100 yards when the 109 went into a spin and

splashsd into the sea.

's-   ..

al s  3r i t i s
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s  s x',  -

lst L ®utenant George G . R ightman, 0-?2535r , partiQipated in a bombar

escort mission to Chili anl, Sardinia, 24 Jun o 194 . l fter the bombing run

he   -a s f l y i ng i n t he   i vi n i t y of Ohi l i v an i when hi s Squ e.di'on we s   umpvd by

a bout 20   h- 10 9s . Dur i n ; t he c oi;:r 6e of t ha dog f i g  t s hs t uY'ne d head on i nt o

a,n at t acki ng lu'E- 109 nnd f i r ed at hi  n f r om about 150 y ar ds when t he P    r ol l e d

ou3s and s t s r t e d a c l i uiu . Lt . TiYi ght ma n me nae ver ed i nt o f i r i ng po s i t i on and

s t ar t ed f i r i ng at 200 ' a   d ce a s e d f i r i ng at about 50 ' vuhen t he   - 109 ara s he d

t o de s t ruat i on .   t .   i gk  t man t hs n eaw e.n
Mg- 108, appax'ent l y unnot i cse d, on

t ha t a i l of a P- S8 and   ust af t e r t he A    109 at ar t ed ahoot i ng .
Lt . 4 i ght man' s

e l vmvnt t urne d i nt o i t r  d i n a ae cond or t w o t he pi l ot of t he DdBr 108 Ras no

l ongvr t hi nki ng uf de st r o   i ng t hs P- 38 but was f ul l y oc cup i e d t ry i zzg t o s av v

hi ms al.i   rli i ah he Ras unab l e t o do as ?  G. Wi ght man and h i s vwi.ngman pour e d l vad

into the attackvr uatil he crashed into the sea. Iwmediately after t ro l tBs

ane nl  d up on t h e t a i L of t he l a s t man i n ht . Ai gbt  oan ' s f l i ght . Wi t hout

he s i t at i on   . . 'I    t tr  t urnvd i nt o t hvm and s uacee dvd i n dr yv i ng t h4im of f ,:  .
aa .l.y t o f i nd t hat he haa e n   l A an hi s own.

t a.i
l and t he bul l e t s   r s pas s i dg

uri e o cf or t e bl y al o s e . l f t er s ev e ra3 awci ou s momant s   t . lti i ght man f i .na l l y
.

suac®eded in evadin ; his attacker. During the wholv eacountvr ht .  4'ight an

di s gl ay ed gre at pr v  o s s i on e.l sk i l l , a.at i ng   ri t h dar i ng and PY'aof B  Qn , Wi t h

l i t t l e t hou ;ht f or hi s o  m s af e t y s Whe n hi s f e i l ow pi l ot 8 wo re i n c engs r .

r
l U

..

usls riritis

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

  :L   1    r i +  
. 

. r   , .. . . .
'

. . , .
Summarti 

Y
     

Capt ai n P.ober t :i . 'Ri l eon , 0- 4284 32 , l e adi ng Bl ua   'l i g,h
t , par  i c i pat ed i n

a bomber e s c ort mi s s i on t o Tr al    i , Si c i l y , 1B   ay 1943 . The ae oond gr oup of

bombers made the;r ru.n about fiva nqinutes after the f rst aroup and Captain
lflli l s on ' s Sque.dr en wa s o over i ng t he l as t gr oup of bomber s out of t he t ar   e t wti®n
t he Fi ght e r s we re j umpe d by about 0 t o 50 l l s1 ( mos t l y ii,  - 109s and r'FP- 190s } .
I t so oa be ca  e appar ent t hat rhe Squacir on Ras i n f or a hot t i iae aa t t.e enam y

wa e not onl     supe r i or i n zs,  u®r but us e a t:ha mos t agg re s s i v a and ski l l f ul t a ct i c s

ot s upr i   A encount e ra d by t   i s Squadr or . Capt ai n tiYi l son di d not  i e s t roy eu y hl A
t .h i s ciay bu-, , oy f i ne t daa pl ay , coura ;e an d dar i ::g , coupl a i wi t n hi   :n qual i t i e s

of l eader shi p and  :x ce l l ent j ucigment , he di d some ':h i ng rwre i mport ant - - iLe ; t our
losses dewn and help to  ake tha day a victarious one instead oi'what could have

e a.s i l y 've en a s aci daf e at . T?̂.d ,  l A, i n t wos a-   i i our 3, s t  irt e d at t acki n6 our
Fi gklt e r s f r om v ar i ous en gl e s , be i ng sure t o pounce   n ar y uui 'ort una.

t e wLo be vam e

se parat ad . To s t art of f wi t n 4 i+xt:- 109 s at t ackaa Capt e.i n ?fi l s on ' s f 3,i ght f r o m
t he r ear anci he t urned -: nt o t hem oaus i n ; t hen t o bre ak . tie t hen n ot i ce d t wo r f ,i

c n t ue t a i l of No . 4 man ci   i   i t a F'l i g a a:  d i .m  di s.t e l ;,  t urnad. i nt o t her  and
dr ov e t 'r ©m oz, f . t  3 t i,en ca l l ed s 1c30 ue graa t urn an  , hi s f i i gr.t   s j uapo dt. In
t h© gns ui n6 aub t i   ht h i s se ccnd e l c   n t be cu  s ae -  ars.j.:cd . He he audu out t owa rds
t he coas t t v gat a•fray f r on. t iia nornat s ' n :; s t ai '  ;

 
wne n iza he aro a c al l i  or h9 1p

xr om e.   '- 3F3 on one en  i ne . Ta r owi n g caut i cn t v zr    'rl ncti.S and • •ri t h f i rm dat er  a-
t i on t o s ave rii s f e l l ow pi l o t , a e anc ui s wi ngma: t ,.r neci ba.ck i nt o t he t ar ge t area
an,d i'ound 3 lrits- 109s at t ack i n  t he cr i ppl e d pl ane , by. .t urn i ng i iit u t he :  s and

b l a s t i ng awP; r wi t h t ha i r gun.s t hey f or ca d t he i:i  s t o braak oi 'f . TYie  t hen cov 9r ed
t h   P- 3b unt i l i t wa s out of damger . Cat t a i n '.'  i l s o:  ' s t r oubl e was not o ver S  t

a s anot i,ar ca l l f cr ae l p was l.e ar d . ii _- e   .  hi s   .i z   :: an di d fl . 1c30 degr3e t urn
and f uur.ct a s i ngl e P- 3ts D6 11'1  at t acked and 'ay po i nt i n.g

t ne i r nos s s at . t he at t ack-
cr s t hey f cr uad t hem t o bre ak oi f . ri e t hen s t a r t ou ou+. t a s e a agai n Ze au i ng
aoout 8 r-3css   iich had tacked on. The enesy was still .ersiste:a and aoout 10

or 1?.     A j umpe d t ham. I n t he ens u i   do  ; Yi ght t .nay he l d t :,a E 
.A of f unt i l

t hey coul d use s c at t er dd c l ouds f or c ov ar . Ca?t a i n   i l s on t h9n pi cke a up a s i n-
g18 P- 38 and t wc ot her s and l ad t r e n s ar e l  r out hal ow t lze av ar ce s t , t : e o t he r
f our al s o ge±t i ng out s af e l ;;- . Un 24 Juna 1943 , Capt ai n Wi l s on wr  s l e adi ng  Iv .
2 o qua d r o r.   rh i c h wa s psx t c i ' a b omb e r e s e o c t t o Ciu l i v a n i , S a r di n i a , bu t x a r e

a c t i n g a s t o p c ov c  r f a r a o . 1   qu a d r o n . Af t e r t h:; Uombe r s n a d wa de t h e i r r un ,
ab o ut t e n mi l a s f r oru t h e c o a s t wb o ut 2 5       . we r e s i   ht e d . Cs.pt a i n   'J'i l s c n s i g ht e d

2       e b o ce a t 3 a ' c l o c k wr, i ch he di r a c t o d hi s rsl ue r l̀ i   h t t o wa t cin . t
,.
t t he s a ms

time thsre were two calls fvr 9 o'clock .  iis Squadron w as within coverin;; dis-
tance of Na, 1 Squauron an1 when r;

 A startes comiLg in to at  ack ha broke lei't

into them arld drove thsm off . i lue Fli ht w as then bein  attacksd from 3 6'cl©ck

a nd 9 0 ' c l a c k . li l ue r'l i g ht t u r n a d i n t o o ne g r ou p an d Ca  it a i n   i l s on ' s f l i  ; h t

t o ok c a r e o i ± hs o t     r and j u s t a t t ha t t i   re he s aw s c me       c o mi r.t 
i n on   fh i t e

r l̀ i g nt a.n d dr ov e t h s r  o f f d ama g i n g v ne pl e.n e . a e ma dd s.
3 6 U de g r e a t u r n an ci is, A

wc  r e c o 
.n   i n f r om 3 a nd 1 1  o ' c l o c k . Ii e b r oka l e f t An tl t i s   A  ao  g : i n  ..

f r om

l  
, ; o ' c l o c k pe : l bd ou t , fi a t h  ; n t ur ne d he a ei- o n i nt o t r a ot r e  r 2 1 f   . ar d s t a r t e d

f iring at abaut l0U yards at ona oi' thd b A wnich rdturnad the fira. At about

5  y ar ds a r i dce of t :       A  c awl i nb or c anur;,r
bl  ,  ol  f   d t he   l iti caas ed f i r i ng .

Capt 3i n 4Pi l s or. e ont i nue d t c f i rs   nd j us t mi ss ed cul l i di ng wi t h t hs   h ay a f ew
f e e t . na l ooke d back and s v.w i t rol l ov e r on i t s back ana go dov m as    : aut of

' control.

- 11 -
t   ,

quA1s
 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

. .
' u  '̀

,
 
 
        l s   r i t ;  s

_
. .

Di st i n gui wh eci    l y i n ; Cr o s s
i  
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2 n a Li o u t e n R:nt 11er r   T m. h a  e.,
u - 7   7 'i 7d , p es t i c i r a t e d i n a mi s s i o n t o

p a t r o l e. c o n v oy o f o n a Cr a i s e r a r:d f o t;r Oe s t r o    e r s i n t 'n  : Ado e an S e a o n C
Oc t ob e .r

1 3 a 3 . Gn t h o f i r s t t u r n a   ' t e r a oa a c t a.n  ; t h e c on v o3- a 'a c u t t vro n t y -
f i v e o r t h i r t y J u - 6 7 s we r e s ;     t a u a.p p r c e c h i  l  ; t h g c o n v o;,-

f r o m t h e   :o r t hwe s t '

a t a b ou t 30 0 0 ' . Th e Le Rd e r ma.r e uv e r e ci h  
. s b   Ua d r on , c c   s i s t i  .  ; o f on l y s e v e n

P - 38 s , t o t h a r d a r oi ' t tiie e n emy a i r c r a r t .   e t h e n d i r Ac t a d   '   . i t e r 'l i e h t b f
t h r e e P - 3 8 s t o s t a"r u p a s t o p c ov e r a n d Uo c   l i il h t , o f wh i c h L  ., i  an : e. wa s
l e a d i u o t: ie s 3 c or_

d e l e me s + , d os e i a t o t h e J J - 6 7 s Pn d s t a r t e d a t t a cYi n  ,
t h a m.

Lt . n a n ,-  a i mme d i a t e l y o p e n e d f i r e o :  a S t uYa vrh i c h b u r at i n t o f l a me s a + 
d i 'e l l

i n t o t i _e s e a . He d i d e 1 F30 d a g r a e t  s ,   :G o pe n e l f i r e or_ a n o t h e r r .h i c h e l s e
b u r s t i :  t o f 1AU e s a :  d t h e n i l ot   _i.

d ;; ,  r_Y e r u a i l e d ou t . i  e e.
t t a ck e d t r 3 t h i r d

f r om d e a d a.s
t e r n a : .d a l i t    l e a   o : e an d a s n c; f o l l o we ct t hr o    ;ii v  i t h t h e a t t a c k

h e p a s   e d b e n e a  ,l n t h e e n e my a i r c r ar ' t a n d s o me o i l f o l l o n t o h i.Q w; : d s h i e l d . b  -
a qu i ck rn a n c  uP e r h e vre.s a Ql e i ;o ;; e t a  ; o o d b u r s t i n on a n.o

t h e r S t     e., wh i c h

wa s a t t a ck i n  ; a P -   8 , f r om a b o u t e  30 d e g r e o d a f l e c t i on a n d i t e t a r t;e d b u _-n i n  
an a we n t i n . u e b r ok e o f f a r.

d p u l l e d i n t o : .o s i t i o r_
- .o   ' i r e or_ a f i f t n o n e .

Th e :: i . : 
Ur o k e aw•>,y an d    .̀ e : l an   c e.u t h t f i r e e  d we r t ? n f r o::  2 5 0 0 t . 1 e t h s n

n    t i c e a Q   v - 8 '1 an h i s Sy u a cir or_
Le e.

d e r ' s t a i l n.a c  e t t a c k e d i t f r om a 9 0 d e  ; r a e
d e f l e c t  

.o n . Th e 8 7 i mme d   a t e l y c e.li Lh t ° i r e a <.1 f a 1 1 i n t o t h e s e a . I n f i f t n e r.
r u

.n u    e s Lt , i  a r.n a d e s t r o y e d f i ti e J u - 8 ? s a .  d d a  ; a Le d a s i x t h . Lt , ri a  e ' s
d i s r e     r d f or h i e ov n p e r s on a l s   ..  'a t ,   , h i s a l a r  t r  s s :• i n p r o t e c t i n g r i s c omr a de s ,
h i s r e ma r k a b l e a   n n e r y an d   r e k t s k i l l   .s a o o n b a t p i l o t vr.; r e v o r y i mp o r t a n t
f e c t a r s i n h i s   r e a t e  c c omp l i s h e me a t o f ' d e s t r o y :

.n   f i v e e r.e   y a : r cr a.f c i n one
f l i   h t a i3.

d i i: t h e  ; r e u t v =c t o r y s c o r e d h y t h e S q u a ci r o n - - d e s t r o  ri s   s i x t s e n
J L- b 7 s :, 

d ou e J u - o 8 vri t h o tit l o s s .

r

  ,, ;̀--• ', .
 ;'!  !  12 "

;  r:
i 1 

_
L1   1    q

a l s c i' i   i s u   .
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l st Li eut enant Jamos i:. fiol l i n  swor t h, 0- 730495, has earned f or hi ms e l f
a mos t env i ab l e r eput at i on i .  hi s Squc.dr on f or hi a f l y i ng abi l i t y , r ®s our c ei'ul -
nesa, calnnesa and seli' possession at all times, particularly ur_der fira. Oa 10
  Iay 1944 , whi l e o ecor t i n ; b - 17s t o Tr aps.n i , Si c i l y , •f.t1e 5quadr on vras at t a cked 'oy
a sups r i or number of enemy ai r craf t , a vi c i ous dob f i ght ens ui ng . Lt . iiol l i ng s -
wor t h wQS f l y i ng Lt . Cr i m' s vri ng at t he t i me and t he r t urn e d t o at t a-ck i'our   - 109s
di v i n v i n s t r i   , on e! f l i ght oi' f our P- 38 s be l ow. 7.̀wo of' t he ene  r ai r cr.

e  t iver a
damage d and t h© at t acker s di aper s e c: . Sub s eZuent l y ,   h i l a f l y i.  out of t he t ar -
bet area, they noticed a P-3o smoking badly from one engine. Tr.ey coverad this
cripple until it reached cloud covar, ariving off three  :e-109s vsrhhich tried to
finish off th3 cripple. !  soon as the latter had reached cloud cocsr, nine
  s =109 s apre a .•ed a.nd t hs t Rro P- 3$s hi t t ho de ck . They wer © i 'ol l owed b   t v o   • 1,  9s
for at 18ast fifty miles and  ave each othar mutual support, driving o2'f repeated
attacks. In thia we.y the;  conserved their  uel and were able to save their air-
cr 't, lai;ding at a field close to the shore Rith lesa than ten gallons of gae-
ol i p.e . On 1 5 June 1943 , Lt . fi ol l i ngsc :ur t :h was i 'l y i ng Lt . Campbe l l ' s vri ng whi l e
escorting hombera to  1i.lo

 
, Sicily. On ths return leg they d3stroyed a L A-2Q2

and shor t l y t he re af t e r s pot t e d e l i f e r a.f t . De api t e t he f act t hat Lt .   ol l i nga-
wor t h haa onl y t we nt y r ounds cf aimnuni t i on l e f t por machi ne bwun and t hat   - 109s
wv: e v i s i b l e i n t he di s t ance , '.  e t ob8t h•  r wi t h Lt . Ca.  pbe l l c i r ol ed t ha l i f e
r af t f or an hour un t : l 1-e l i ef pl ane s ar ri v ed .   On 11 Jul y 1943 , Lt . Campbe l l ' a
pl ane was s er i ous l y de sr_a  e d on a di ve bo!  bi r_  and st r af f i ng r ai d ov er Si ci l y ,Althoubh his plane was damas,ed, Lt.  ollin ;sxorth cove•red Lt. Sampbell whose
p18tv was barely me.neuvera'ole. 3esides thes3 specific instances of Lt. nollinga-
worth  a coura ;e and ability, he has the record of ne er haQing been separted
 "'r om hi s e l e  r.Ent l e ader cind no enermrT ai r cr    't eve r has be an ab l e t a f i r e e 
ai ng l e r ound a t t h e man : ho ::e .ri no he ha s f l own . He ha s c ompl et e d numer   us-di v v bo  oi n  ; and at r af f i r  r ai ds dur i ng   rhi oh he has s hown a compl et e l ack of
r odar d f or hi s own s af e t    i n ; rder t o f ul f i 11 i ns t r UCt i ons and de l i v er t he rno s t
de.mabe po s s i bl e t o t h e ene rr  . Le has de st r oye d t   o e ne   y e.i r cr af t , a Dorni e r 2 17
on 25 1 :ay 1943 , end a   ;- 10 9 on 24 June 194 3 .

- 13 -
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l s t Li e u t e n an t Ke nn ©t il L , li a l dr o n , 0 -  l 2 9 38 3 , on 1 3 Se p-t dmLe r 1 9 4 3 , pa r -
ticipatsd in a rsconaaissance mission , consisti:  of four P-38s,  rhich were
s e r t out t o r e c onn o i t e r a i l r o a d s f r om Tar a nt o t o   'c g g i a t o Po t e   a . Tha
reconuaissance  as carried o t at a low levol despite the fact t'r.at this srea
wa s s t r o n  ;l   de f e r de d by a he a °-yr c on e e n t r at i .on of e n e m;,r f i   h t s r s an   nu  e r f u s .
a nt i - a i r e r.a

f t b a t   9 r i e c  . r'o r a l *no s t t h r c e uo   r s t r e s a p l a ne  s pa t r o l l e d r o a a s ,
h i   hti   ay s ,   .  :d o t h e r t r a n s r o r t   .t   o n e   -t e r  

.e s ob s e r v i ng s 1 1 a c;t i v i t 3  and s po t t i n g
e ne ru,y no s i t i on s . Tl  s a p l a ne s l a  da u a t T a c t i c a l Hs e.

  qua r t a r s a na r a po r t e ci
t h e i r

f i nu i ng s   s i i c r  pr ov e d t o ba o f ' v i t a l i mpo r t an c e i 'r or  Uo t i  e t a c;t i c a l a n ci
s t r a t s   i c s t   ndpo i nt . '

.
Phe i nf o r ma t i o n ob t a i

.ne d   ca s u s e ci   t he eub s a . a z nt
p l c nn i n.  of ou r o p  r a t i un s a n 3 c o nt r i o ;..

t a u b r e  a l
,y

t o o ur e f f 'o r t s at a t t i me
wn en our f'orces gere being strongly ccuntar-attacked.

,'

_ 1 s „

U3 l:G:
. r

'l t    '?'"I F. i . d c1u a l S tsr l t i s n   U'_1r l l:u?';Tl E1.
L
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2u d Li 3 ut e n a n ti iNa  rn   L , ii l u e , 0 - 7 2 y 3   7 , p a r t i c i p a t s ci i r a rni s   i o n t o
p a t r :; l a c on v o y a i c i  a Cr  : i s rsr s u u f o ur li   s t r o ; a r   i n t i,4 Aa   ,

e a rl 5 a a , o n
  c t u :,e : :i , l ya 3 . G!? t _ne : '   r s t T _.r r. e.

i ' -C; r c o u i a c t i
.s  ; t h e c o i*_v o f a   o   t i ,ere n t y -

f i v e o r t h i r t y J   - u ì s we r e s i   h t e d a .,  r o a c i:i    U t h e u on   o  * i  r om  . e No r t 2:we s t

a t e b ot !t csOCJ ' . 1̀̂ :  ;: Lo a ci e r ma n e uv v r o   :<<s :; .. 
. :^ c+r o r_, ca  .a i s Ti  :c, o i or .

l   , s e v e n
P - 3 8 s , t o t h e r e a : o i t h e a  ; eray a i r c;r ;-.i t . : :  t    e a d i r e c t e u   t . Ul u e , i• rlo we.s
1 F•a    i n  ; a l  l z b h t c i t ti  r L  :, t o f L-r n =s : t o r c o v e r wn i l : h i s f l i

. 
ht   f ' f o   ,r R  n t

d on  t o a {a a   k t '-:.e ; t u k ws . A- t .. r t hc Le e.d e r ' s f l _e h t s t a r t e  
. . o c l o s a i -  o n

t h e S t v k a.;;   J i!- CQ, p r a v i o t  s l , r u n r.c
+ i c e d , d ov e f r om   h a r e a r a .̂ a a  ov e t o k n o ci:

o ut i:.
h a t a i l or:d rza n o f t h o e.t t s.c

k i n b f l i j h t . Lt . u l  .•_a
h a d n o c ::e n c -. ±o   e t

a r_
t h e t a a oi t : : .; J u - o 8 t  :.

t b     s: 1 : l c ;. m  e u v e   • o r r.u    z  h i s f l i
o

ht v,•  t n i n
r Q_    .  of' t h a c  r_vm  - a i r c r a f '+ j u s t a s i   J o t wi t i, i r r a ~   e o f ' h i s c o  ' a u e . A 1 -
t h o u    i ii e  ;  a d r . c+i i t ' i c   a t de i l   c t z on   l c  t . Lt . :i l c.e , b ;Y ::u   ,e r i o r a p r i a l d u n  ae r y ,
u a ma b e d t h a   8 o n h i s f i r s t b  ir s ' : c a u s i r  b i t t c Lr s a k o i 'f i t s r t t a c k . Tn e   t3
t h a  a e.t t er.;p - e . . t o e v a cio Lt . i  l u e ' s f l      n t a t. d i• ; t L .Nr.

t;o b a :;v b  a t :  i t :  o  .t s u c c e s s
a s Lt . n l u e   i r e c: a    c t n e r l c a   Lu r s    i n t c i t a .r c

.
i t cr e.s

n c u i n t o .,h e s o a . L t .
i  l u a ' s f l i gh t i a r r i s h e d p e r Ye c t c o v .;r i 'o r h e s.r t a c '  i : :b f l i   h t s •r : l a t e r   rh e n
a J ii - E7 R  .

d e i t s e l f' ou :_o x i o     s t h e ;r i mma d ; e.  ̀ e l ;,!
a c s '_r o ;; e d i t . '

.
I': e S ; u a il r cn e f

  nl y s e v e n  .
l a :  e s cje s t.r ny e c s e v ., n i;a d 7= e n 9rm    .

i r cr e f 't , n r o h a Ul y d a s  " r o y r  d t wo
e.i: d d a ma.d e c?    h

.r e e o t h e r s . vi t h c u t l u   A. T h e 5 .lt: a i: r or.
Ld e d e r s a i d t h a t L+ . B

.
l c.e

s:::e t i c u l o u s l y f o l l ov: e   r. i s    r 1 e  •:  h  d h i s f' l i ,; n ± d „ s e r c a  
. e ; u a l c r Ed i ti 1 -  r t Y:e

, gr e c t v  .c +,or y s c c r eu by   :e 5 : ua dr e_1 b c cau Fd  rri t r o ,t t ha s j l e - c i d coo, a :-a t i on
oi vd: b;;   . ; cm i t wcul d ::av c t s :  n i azp e ;  e i b l c  .   Lt . .ul ua h a s a l s o pr ovea h i.ra-
e e l f ' t o b e a :  e x c c l l e n t d i v e b „mb e r a . .

d s t r e f P r . Lt x i :-  t ii s i llv a s i on o f a i c i l y
h e d e s t r o y e d m  n y mo t o r    r u c:k s , c a r s a  :d o t h e r +

.,n . o r t a n t t a r   e t s - rh i c h i   ± a r -
f e r a a   ri +r r e i .  : _r c e r.ie n t a h e i ::,; r u cr :e d t c T, i :e f r on t l a .  e s b y  :h e s n e  rLy .

- 1  -

 ̀ t .l s   r   t i
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Distinguished F1•, 
ing Cross

 

2nd Lieutanant Lloyd U. riendriac, 0-728005, on 18 July 1943, participated
i n a e s cort f or a Sund®r l and r'l y i ng Boat on an Ai r 3 s a Raecua b4i s s i on t o t he
Coa s t of It al y ne ar Yapl e s . 1  ';  i l e f l ;  i r  ; a s eer ch pat t ern, i n e l ament s of t wo ,
Lt, hendrlx, leading his elament, si hted 15 J U-52s about 25 feet abovs the
water in five ®lenents of three in line abraast, about 15 mil®s aouth of the
i s l and of I s ch i a he a3ed t owar ds 3 e r di n i a , Lt . fi endr i.x f i r s t aal l ed t hem out

and then circled above and to the side to ma.k© certaia that there was no fighter

e s cort .  'i nd i ng no  f   .  ;ht er eac or t , Lt .  iendr iar and h i s wi ngmaa i ni t i at od t he
at t ack f rom t h® r aer i n a shal l onr di v ®. Lt . Hendr i x ' s f i r s t bur st  re  t l i t t l a
short, but with remarka ble  ;unnery each of his next t .o burst$, in on® aontinu-
ou a pas s , ac count e d f or one E 

. i- - hi s se cond bur s t ca .ght t he l ef t - hanrl A  C i  a
the fuselage and rri.ngs causing it to oxplode in mid-air and crash; his third

  burst started an engine cf his seoond dostroyed Ac G on fire and it nosed ov®r
int  the s®a and exploded. Lt. Hendrix then made a 360 debree turn a.nd again
Rith unerring aacuraoy shot up his third victim  rhich burst iato flames and

expl ded. Fie then roads another run and on his third pass one of the two remain-
i ng JUs at t empt e d t o t urn and f l ee but Lt . nen3r i x ks pt hi s r e c or d pe rf e ct f or
t he da;  by a de adl y bur s t i nt o t h® f r ant of t he f us gl age and wi  o.gs and i t pol l ow 
ed tha routine set by ita pradscessors by bursting into flames e ad crashing into
t he s ea . Lt . :'s ndr i x and b.i s w-  ngr ..an t han c i r el ad t o make s ur e t hat t her e   ere
n,o more EfA and they than rejoined ths Sunderland. i:ot one of the lb JUs sight-
ad and called out by Lt. iiendrix escaned destruction, eight other Pilots on the
mi.ssion accountad for tha r®maining eleven. The remarkable feat of destroying
4 E A in less than five minutes required great proi'essional skill, not only as a

pilot but as an aerial gunnar, and also required a high d©;;ree of ineatal and

phy s i cal coor di nat i on   +rh i ch t rans f orms d Lt . Hendr i x a,nd   i gol o Gaor ge ( hi s
ehip) into a perfect combat team . Lt. fiendrix gave proniae on his second

mission of becor..ing a top-notch combat pilot. On 10  ay 1943, over Cap Eoao
0 Li l i beo , t hs Squadr on LQader , whos e wi n5 he  ras f l ;ri ng , b e cs  t angl s d '+ri t h

s ome 1dE- 10  s and a v i ci ous dog f i ght f ol l o  +red .   ri ce when t he Le e der   ra s bus y
at t s cki ng and unavrar e of L'  8 comi ng i n on :: i s t ai l , Tt . 3 endr i .x   nr r i e d out h i s
duty like a veteran and drove the attacking E 8 off, thereioy makinb it  aossible

.
f or h i s 1$e ds r t o de s t r of 2 1 ,F;- 10 9e and ge t homa s af e l y al t hough h i s

  C   a s
pretty  all shot up.

 

  16 -
li s briti
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2nd Li eut e nant 8 e rbe r t T . Hi ol® an , 0- 1601y65 9, oa 18 4 ugus t 1948, tPhi l e
e ac or t i ng B- 17 s t o   oggi s , I t al y , h® era,s

f l y i ng t he wi ng of Lt . Bol l i ag s wor t h .On t he r et urn   ourr rtey out f r om t he t ar g®t , af t.ar l e   v i ng t he c oa st of I t al y ,hi s f l i ght was at t e cked by a s i a gl e   l l . Lt . liol l f ng s  ro r t h and Lt . Hi ra  . a
turned into it and, during the ensuing engagement, becanae eeparatsd from the
r e at of t hQ $ que dr ®n . Jus t at t h i .a m.ome nt t h ,re c s ms  a r adi o oal l i 'r om t hs
bombe r s as ki ng f or he l p f r om t ha f i ght e r s 4gai a s t  

. Th i s e l es dea t , abo tt
1E, 00 0 ' s boTe and f i v e mi l o s beh i nd t ho bo  ob vr s ; do re do  ra iu  d si ght ed t   o
l  -EOZs. Sach p31ot ohosa ane ss his target. Aftar prusuing hie enamy g®r
a shor t t im,e Lt . lii cl  aa f ound hi.m s ®3f -al one on t he at arb oar d s i de ' off t hs  bombe r f ormat i ou .   n he  s a  r f our '.t  - 2Q2 s c l i mbi ng up be ne at h h im t o at   ;e ole
t he bombe r a and de s pi t e t he :  ac t t hnt he   as e ].one Lt . Hi ckman , wi t h out an3r
re gar d f or hi s

. o  ru s af ò t y; der i n.g
l y at t ac,ke d t hem. Ua hi s f i r s t pa s a he do -

s t r oy e d one   A- 202 . He pul l e d up s he r pl y t o me3.r .t a i n t he a.dTeu  t age of al t i -
t ud. t hea ms de a se cond pa s s , f i r i a g   t t   re  $  Jl s e omi ngl y x i t hout a  r ef f ec t .
 ipon pulling up ths second time he se ranother l  -202 pdas und®r and start a
turn to try to get on his tail.  i® rsef®d his ship aharply to the 'right, ©ut
t urne d t he ene my , dams gs d hi m on hi.s f i r et b  ;.r s t and s ent h3:m cr s ah i a g do 
i n f l ame a a f eW s e c vnda l e t e r . The aneuSy t her eupon br oke of P t 1u  ea ga ge  r. a t .

;.
_

r •. .
- 17     .  `

"

  -  

s "r3r i t 3c
  .

_
.. ,    
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Ye j or Jo}m &. Bri   ht , Q- 8  l 017, l ed t lu Qr  ot p f orms.t i oa o  P- b88 0  "s i

. mi sa,i oa t o e scart B? R li bo  uber e    td  l[i l   r    Q. _SaY'di ni a,   '  t arget . J1 at
a  t vr t he bombl   ig i ut   tad begn .aompl,i   a i , ]d  +  o 

__Hr i ght obsvrv. d t a en  r-   no YF - -
• i - t o   l vs - 3$' t bro .

,
1  9e d i r e a t l

,{
be l  cnr.

#,  f v rmat i:oa . La a:di x g   t l  , 
F t ws P    

i
an f nt:. n s a be r r f  s   o    t i - a i r or s  t i 'i re , he a  aicke d t he s u  r i or f or oo of .    : I

®n e  y pl a ns s . I n t he e nsu i iag encsoixat ar ,   'i vs   'r 10 8g x er s do et r oy e d, oa e . '  " I

pr ob ab l y das t r oy+. d   d t w a ds,  .gs d .   i t h ou t l .vs a t o ou r   i   •t br s . The ent n 
; _

I

, pl a ne a wer e s uace s s  o}.l y di eper a et  t he r ®by prvTeat i ng   isan :fr om•nit ks a8 a  y,:•     '
  •• f   ir t l  r et t s cke . The   r 3a i at i Pa sond a      e.r t hf   i.ng d i spl e  d by '  ia   ot

_
    t

, `
-   noa t r i but s d d i r s a t i y t o t he com,p

  :  t s 3rou t og t l  e nw  t f i  
,h

t +er a . S  hi.s outy- ,
s t   d i n g l e ade r sh i p aa d

- oao l ns s s.
imder g i re + t hi 's of f i oo r upha l d t h s h i   a s t

: . _
,

' _   t r ag i t 3ons uf t h e Army -e i r For os s . -
-
.
=. i

, . ' -_ • _ . , • '
,   .• _  • : _

-
.

  pl o   o ar t
.

 
  . . . -

 

• Ya  or Fo  rast H. Baarl  . r , 0   42 7] 16 , wa s wounds d i n l ow    r i ght arm r  1e
.,

di Te b®mbi ng a,nd s t r a  i xrg . a ea ea ,y t r   ak coa : ,p3r o  rs r   3oi l y , ns cs as i t a.t i      E `

,
  .os ital tr®atmeat, on Ju   lOr 1943.     

- -  - . . • , ,.  •  _ -
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,
  •r t wo bu l  

.. t ero tu  ds•
•

,

I
 

i n a r rn  w h i l e P l    i.ng carrar   3c   :  .y ,  te Qe s s i t at i zig hoepi t:  . t   '®at sass .t , on JuI  ,, • - ;
l a, ie  a. - • -. ..._
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 echni.ca
l Ser ;eant Iouis  . Gillct, 1904J4b2, for sxceptionally

ms r i t or i ous conduc t i n t he per f or tna.nc Q af out s t andi ng s e r   i ae s i n ;;ort u

.  r i.ca f rom . .ar c:  1 943 t o Se pt ember 1 y4 3, By unus ua]. machani cal an d
admi n i st r at i v e ab i l i t y , he i   t i at ed a .  d i n Et al l e d t i  sn,e s avi n.g pr a ct i c e s
t hi ch made pos s i bl e e   rs s t s f  n .:mber oi ' e=l  i nc  Char   B9 v  i t hout acdi t i one.l .
per s o:r. c l . "̀hr ou ; h out t he Si c i l i a..n,   amo8.i  ;n he anc3 h i s cr ew mai nt a   ad t hs
cvmbat quot a b;; us i n.g s al v a ;ed par t s and i mprov i s   t i on s t o ke e p al l pl n̂ e s i a
oper 4t i os:e 1 ccndi t i on .

lechnical Ser eant Cls.rence  . Johnson, 190<!-942I, i'ar exceptionally
m.er i t or ; cus conduct i n t he pe rf ormar es of  out s t andi r.g s erv i ce s i n ?'ort h
Af r i c a f r o    :ar cl: 1543 t o AuSUSt 19a3 . '_'hr ou   ,

h hi es ex cagt i onal abi l i t y and
reeouroefuln3ss as a mechanic end endin.:er, hc ha.s contribut d services oi
gr e et v al ue i n dev i ai n ; new and eff i c i e   t me ans ofa s s en  l i n  , mai nt ai n i n ;
and repe.

iring his squadron's aircrfl 't. A device to test aropeller gov3rnors
which he desigued and canstructed has made possible e. ;;rea,t reduction in thG

. t i me pre   i ous l     r eqa i r ed t c t e s t t h:  s e   ui p  nt .

^echnical Ser; eant  oward J. Lf rsen, 19010529, i'or excentionally
mer i t or i ous oonduct i u t he ger i"c,rmauce of out s t andi r  s er Qi ce s i u Ilor t h
Af r i c a : r om har ch 1 943 t o Sapt ea bar 1945 . I n cor r :;c t i r .  az a l t i t   ;de def ec t
i n one t ; pe of ai r cr af t , he   r e at l   - i ncr z a s ed t he er'f i c i en cy oi ' t hat par t -i cul ar t 3•pe . Ii i s r e s our cgz'ul ne s s and per s i.st enc;;• t o a c compl i sh  :n a s s i gmner t ,coupl e d wi t h hi s unus ual r. e chani ce.l ab i l i t y an d engi.n®e r i n  s ki l l , ha re baen
r e s pons i b l e f or Ka e  ,i n  ma  ai r cr a_f t op  r at i onal f or combat whi ch o  her wi s ®
wo uld have remained erounded. ,

'   2Q -

l s ii r i t i sh

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

. _ . ...._
  _ s _ . .     l s   r ?t - ; . ,

.

    ,  1-. ..K
" iS"

Sutrune.r 5•

I s t Z i c ut ena ,n t 1' c  a r t   : .   l enci an i n d, C- 791C?   , i
-s a _e   l t ue out s t andi n  

pi l ot s of' :i   c a  , -^dr on . ri i s o" t r pm9 d . v c t i a r_ t,o ;I:.   r , a l l - gr a ;;:n.d e xcGl l e r. t
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Sunr ar
`

y - .

2nd Li e ut en.nnt 8 ob  r t  :Z . Ce rey , 0- 72 9314 , part i c i pe t e d i n a bomber

e eQOr t mi s s i on t o   ar i na d.i Cat e naar o , I t e l y on 2 6 ,  uguat 1 943 . Lt . Car ey

. wae l e adi ng t he s e cond e l ement of   ifh i t e   'l i   ht Rhen t wo lli  - 10 9 s   ;ot on hi s

x i ng  aa ' s t ai l . I nas much a s Red Fl i gut haci br oken aw:,y f r om t he aner.  ai r -
cr af t , t hore   a.s no one t o cov ar t h i s al ement . Lt . Cs.rey iasne di s.t al y si s ed

up the situtation, broke out of formatios a_ld enga sd the ene  tuus freein 
hi s comrade . Agai n on   $a pt e  be r 194 3 wui l e cov e r i ng e. c onv o;; dur i ng t he
i nvas i on oi 3 t al y , Lt . - : ar ay   .e l e adi n   a t wo shi p s l   nae   t t hat   .a s at t a cka d

u    Ya-,:r   - 1Q9 s di v i r g ou t of  :,he   e  :n . Lt . Car e;  'ey s upe r i or eki l l out ruan+au-
  'er 6d t he t wo enemy ai r cr af t t h at h a,d at t ackec't h i m aud _he n we nt t o t he re s oue

of' h=Q :+ri ri .  n   o was be i ng s hot up b f  ;h e o:;har t wo i  - 109 s . Lt . Car ey dr oPe
t hem of f vrh i l e hi s aomr ade ha  t o f e ut he r one ©r.b i ne , t he :  a eac,r t c  d hi lu out of

t he a an  ;er zotte , repu l s i ng r e Fe at eci at t ack s by t  .a en®my ai r cr af t a-.,:d br i z;gi ng
hi m s ar e l 3  back t o ba s e , Lt . Cara;  ! s sk i l l , coura6e an d r e oar u f or .;i s f e l l ow

pi l ot a have e a -ned h im an e nv i a[  l e r eput at i o:  i n hi s Squac'tron .

_
 
  .

als vriti

,
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2rd Lt. John S. t srbet+, 0-732217, on 2a June 1943, narticipr.tad in
a b omb o r e s c o r t uii s s i on t o Oh i l i v a .  i , 3 e r ci i yr i a .   i l e f l   -i    6 a t e n o u t
1 3 0 0 0   h i F S qu a d r on rra s a t t a.c

ke d b y e'  o u t
.
f i i ' t e e n o r t i  a n t y   - 10 9 s . A

4 i c i o u s d o g f' i g h t t o 1 1 o1ve d a nd an 1  - 1 0 9 a t t a c lt3n s f r o m t he r e a r g ew e L t .
u A: b e t t a v e r y u. c o ini 'o r t a o l ® t i ma u n t i l he wa s ab l e t o s h ak e h i m. I mms di -
e t e l y un i  r e e i n g hi ms e l i ' f r um hi s s .

t t a,c
ke r h e s a w an ; i  sh o o t i n.g up o ne o i '

iii s f e l l ow p i l o t s a n d i t wa s q u i t e a l>   s r :: n t t i  a t ha wa s i n   r e a t de.i  or .
Lt . Ga r u a t  l;, wi t Yi da s h a r.d d   r i n   ,, : .u r n .  LL i n t   t u s a t t a c ke r ar.ci ef t e r a
s h o r t a n g a ,; a:  n t n o t o n l y Fr e  :d 'n   s i 'a l l uw p i l o t a u+ s c Tt +n r  a t t a c k a r
a u r t l i n {  t c uo s t r oc + i c n . Lt . d a r u e t t t Y,o n l o ok e ct e.r o   ,  . d t o j   i n h i s f l i g a t

, vrh en Y;c  s aw t rio morp   s con i :  i r. t o a t t a ck i:i ;n. Anot i,e r pi l ot j oi ne d up
wi t n u i  ri a  _i

d t,ne y t ;. r r_cn i nt o t na iu;s anci dr ova  :nem_ Gway , ar.u s uece s si ul l  t
r ave at e a t : e s azue t a ct i   s via ar. at t ack aci a  • e i r_ a i aw m: nut t;s l at er .

r
 

 

 

- ls  ritis
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Sw   m?.r

2 n d :  i e u t e :_e r_
t   oh r_

li .   o ;;-c e , 0 - 7 3 ? 2 5 4 , i s  :  . a v   ;r e s s i v e , c a o a b l e ° . 
d

f e es l e s s S' i   i a e r 1 i l o t .  i e h e s i   l , c t e d S9v Pr e :_ia :: .̂ S  e   •_
nc n t h e e r_em  • du r i : 

Lu r !e r o u s d i v e b o r  b   n b : °id s t r a f i n   r a i d s , x a ;: i - 4 s.
d  r a c t >̂ i -t or t h e i

.rs~ o r t a n t
t Q.z•b e t o f t 'r e   i   c :;o r KS e t l  ;

l e s i a s , Swr d i ri i e., on 2     Z.:rTe 1 9   3 wi t h a 1 0 00 l b .
b o mb .    :h i l e 3s r.-  r t i       - 1 7 s t o •; ' e r _  1 , _t e.

l   •, o n 2 ; tLt_ .;>r: s t 1      3 , Lt .   o;; c e
p r ov e d  : e t o   l ;,r h i s .  r uf e s s   o n   l s  :: i l l , i; u t c.

l s o c :: u t ; ,e r c   s r e   n r c  f or h i s
n• r  s a fc  t  ;  t o h e l p h i s f e l l ot ; r i l o t 5 . ls.

i '? i  _•
h 't . f f o u r   - 3 8 s vva.s a t t a c _:e d t ;,-

1 1 e r_F T_   - e_
i r c r y f -  r n c: c Al l e ci f c r n F l p .   : i n   e t h e   ' 1     h t =  i vrh i e h h e w fi . s

f l   ri   g
d i d n o t t u r   . t o i) e l o t h ,   ,

L t .   o J c e i i    y d i a t e:l   T)Ye.
l =.: •,  Gl  .

t o f ' f 'o r r e t i o n a ;-.d

o.
t t a c i: e d t h e    n e r.i;/

c •.: s t r o ;,-
i ::  ; a r_

i
..

 ; - 1  J 9 i n t h e e n c o L n t e r .   e t %     _1 t  s s i s t e d i n

c o v e r i n   e c r i n    l e d _  -   8
, c'  r i v =i   :; u f f i- e p e a t e a a  

.
t a c '

.cg h y t n e  :: Le mf v.h o - r T?
t r ;

,
•i _r:   t o f i n _ s h o f f t h e d i s a :  l e      . r c r n •' t .  ; :h i l e d r i v i r . 

t h e :n o f f Lt .   o ;,  c e

s e •  c•r e l ;,r
d e.M  : e  

. s :
.
:  - 2 U2 t  :; d t l: u s   r o t e c t e d 'n i s c o : r a t :e ' 'r ^ m f a r t r e r e n e     r

f i r e .   t . :;Oy Ce   S a   ` :' Q:S S 1 V3 CO;.".     .t fi j l r '_
t 9.1':

d SLl  6 r l Or   r Of ©S S 1 v I: P.
1 5 r: I 1 1

.  •;e r e r e s j o r s i i) l e t o a   r e a t e ,: t e n t i
.  p r e v e : t i _i   •t !  i s e -i c o•a n t e r wi

.
t h e nume r i -

c a l l y s u p e r i o r e _. _ _,,   ' r oTr. _ f- c c :.i   g a 5 a.
d d a f a a t a n d t s r n i n   i t i n t o a v i c t or i ou a

one.

 
J

. ..

   ls  ritisi
. +

 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

.. .    
 

IYAg DIABY
37TH FI GHT6  Siw All RON

December 2
  11a or poRns, Psngineering liaisoa officer fsoa Portland, inepected new

bar r naka wi t h Commandi ng Off i ce r , oP  fes  Ai r Baae a nd S- 2 .
Telephone report from Pierce Country Sh,eri f's OPPice that two planes .had collided near Nisqually River. This  sa confirmed. Lt. Finley killed

in crash. Lt. Jacksoa parachuted to ssfety .

December 3
Rnem r Fleet eighted off coast of an Franciaco. 37th Fighter Squadron

alerted. Ground cre s placed on duty. Four pilots on alert, eix on ready.

Decembar 4
 [essege General Kapner alert endad, Pureuft Aviation on standby atatus,

f l i ght s m  y pr oc ee d i a i  astiedi at e v i c i n i t y of a i r dr ome . Pl ane s wi l l ba gas ae d
end readied for immediate service.

8eport of fleet approaching coast proves erroneous.

Dscember 5  liothing to report.

Dscsmber 6
P-36 Plane crashed north of heltoa,

 ashington. Lt. Conhle, pilot
p ar a chu t ed t o s af e t y . Pl ane aras l o at .

Decembor 7
Nothing to report.

December 6
Nothing to report.

December 8
Nothing to report.

December 10
Nothing to report.

Deoember 11
• Nothing to report.

December 12
The f ol l o ri ng Pi l ot s depar t e d f or   Po  e ek s Lt . 3dacKay , Lt . Yat he* s ,Lt. Staiger, Lt. Jacksoa, Lt. Crane, and Lt. Cochran.

• De oe  obe r 13
Ys ors Keating, & Jenkins, vieited the Squadron.

.
December 14

Lt. Treeee departed thia station de atination unYnown.
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RAR DIARY

37Th FIGHTSR S UAD ON

bovember 20 -  }  
- . - .Westhert Inclement in early houra improPad in afternoon alloxing maneuvera

to be conductad. Three tactiaal rlights were conducted at the Polloxing t3me 
Red Flight 1521-1850 Capt. Kelley - No enea4r contacts made.

 
 

+

Blua Flight 1525-1846 Lt. Huddar - No enes  contacta made.White Glight 1525-1639 Lt. Palmer - No enempr conte cts made.

Diov embe r 21
Dlo t h i ng t o r e por t .

November 22
biothing to report.

,
 lovembe r 28

lla or geating  iaited the Squadron for an inapection and Pilot DLeeting.

November 24
Lt . Sur , 338t h Fi ght er S   uadr on cr aahe d at Onal s aka , 8e por t c ams f r om

3 t at e Hi gh r  y pat r ol at 1150 . Cap t . YaCar t hy a i ded i a handl i ng t he ar aah ,
aeeking aPfidavit material from  itnessea to aid The Aocident Board in
de t ar mi ni ng t he caus e of t he cr a sh . 

November 25
Nothing to repo rt.

Novembar 26  
Thankagiving Dinner xaa aerved at regular meea. The meal vas Ezcellent.

November 27
Hothing to report.

 iovombe r 28
 lothing to report.  

t ov ember 29
Nothing to ceport.

November 30
Yajor geatiag and Capt. Blantoa showad films and gava a talk on "E=periences

at the Front.' 

 
_ - " De c emnber 1

Nothin,g to report.

s  
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RAR DIARY
37TH FIGHTER SQIIADRCN

December 15
Nothfng to report.

December 1B
  Nothin,g to report.

Decemb®r 17
IInidentified target aighted o an Franciaco Gate. aadio sileace 098b.Taaget later identified aa normal and atatue resumed.

Decembar 18.Alothing to report.

December 19
Nothiag to report.

Deceaber 20
aothing to report.

De ceiaber 21
Hothing to report.•

Decemher 22
Nothing to report.

December 23
Nothing to report.

December 24
Nothing to report.

December 25
Nothing to report.

December 26
Nothing to report.

December 27
Yajor Keatin  visted the Squsdron for aa iaspeotion end Pilot meeting.

! Decamber 26
Yajor Heckel, Yajor Albert, jor Neely and Captain Welch vist®d theSquadron. Lt.  Ialker reported to the Squedron as assistant IntelligenceOf f i cer .
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37TH FIGHTSR SQIIADKON

December 29
Lt. George S. Elliot crashad a out oae-fourth mile off end of run  y

.
at Glympia Airport *han engine failed nfter attempting to land  ith feathered
frop. Time 1718. Ship No. 43-2062.

December 30
Nothing to report.

December 31
Nothiag to report.

January 1
bothing to report.

J anuary 2
Nothing to raport.

J anuary S
Nothing to report.

 
 

Jeau 4
. .Squadron visited by four Cana an lyers.

  Janua b
Squadron moved from Olympia rport to ldaChord Field Waahington.

Jsnuary 6
Nothing to report.

January 7
 iot hi ng t o r epor t .

  anuary 8
8othing to report.

  anuary 9
 lot hi n.g t o r e por t .

  Janusry 10
 +othing to report.

-

January 11
 Tothing to report.

J anuary 12  Nothing to report.
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NAR DIARY
37TH FIGHTER SQIIADxON

Janu 13
Lt. Yaaon 0. Thompaon reported cras ed into mountain near l aChord Field, 

 Pashingtan and later found dead. Tim,et 1850.

January 14
Nothing to report.

Janue 15
Captain lf®adell J. Relley cras lauding at McChord Field, Weahing'ta  .

8apcrted aot serioualy in ured. Time 1305.

Janua 16
Major John G. Bright  as asa gned quadron Co  oander.

January 1?
Nothing to report.

Jeau 18

• Squadron left McChord Fiel , as ngton, via train. Destination unknown.

January 19
Nothing to report.

January 20
Nothing to report.

January 21
Nothing to report.

Jaauary 22
Nothing to report.

Jeu uar y 2S
Nothing to report.

 an
-
uar  24

 -Hquadran reached the u,n
kn.o

R a ed stination: Camp Kilmar, Ne  Jarsey, at
0630 A.M.

' Janu 25 
- - - - --Nothing to report.

January 28
Nothing to report.

• January 27
Nothing to report.

January 28
Nothing to report.
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37TI3 FI GHTER SQi1ADRON

Jnnuary 29
Nothing to report.

January 30
Dlo t h i ng t o r e por t .

Ja nuary 31
Nothiag to report.

February 1
biothing to report.

Februnry 2
 othing to raport.

February 3
` . _ .Nothing to report.

• February 4
Nothin to report.

Febr ue ry 5
ilothing to report.

February 6
Nothing to report.  

Febru 7
Squadron boarded train for e arkat on point in Nex YorY City and stayed

the night on the good ship F. H. Alezendri.

Februa  6
 Squadrun set sail from tha guo  

o  U
.S.A . for sn unknown destination.

February 9
1lothing to report.

February 10
_ - - - - - - - - -- ilot hi ng t o re port .

Februery 11
 Iot hi ng t o r e por t .

February 12
liothing to report.•

Februe ry 1S
 iot hi ng t o r e port . -  

February 14
Hothing   report.
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3?TH FI GHTEB Sc UADBOH

Februar 16  '
   Not hi ag t o r epor t f or di ary un e ruary 21 .

 
, r-  -<        t  
.

, -  -  .  -  ) •
/   Februar 21

Squadron departed from th® . . axandria in Oran, North Africa and
boardsd trnin for B19ouac Area No. 1.

 .
Fe bru 22 ,  -  

Not h i ag t o r eport f r am February t o 27 . --
  ' a     ' ` -  °   '̀   - 

       
'  ̀  

  , ,,   ;
,-

    c  f  % `  ,C   
  / '  -a-  -'

February 2?
6 c uadr on de par t ed f r om Bi voue c Ar ea No . 1 , f or Le Sea i a Ai r port .

Febru 28
Not hi ng t o r e por t f r om Fe bruary o ar ch a 7 .

 
  ;'  _.:

;
, :, _;,    . . . , . ._; ,,   - ' y •,    c.-

  %f :  -.   '  % ,.  4 ,  G y t  
 

c ;  <    /     '
 : 2 1 - „

f
_
' :_.  . ._

 
. . . .

 
  -   1[ar ch 1? `' - '  ;> -   •-  ;-  -t  .  - ,-  -
"C" Flight moved to Mediouaa  or t.

1[ar ch 18
Not hi ng t o re por t f r orn Yar ch  $  t ò Ye r ah 22 .•

1[ar ch 22
"B" Flight moved to ldediouna A rport to join "CN FliBht.

l[ar ch 23
Nothing to report.

 

Yarch 24
Nothing to report.

` -

Yarch 25
Nothing to report.

 

Yarch 26
Squadr on pe r s oaae l l a s s '*A i g t at  ded  auna Ai r port .

Yarch 2?
Aothing to report.

" `

    at ch 28
Squa.dron reached CaBablanca an  ino  ed "B" and "C" Flights at Yediouaa

Air Base.

Yarch 29
Nothing to report.

-

+
Yarch SO

"A" Flight joined 8quadron at   ed ouna Airport.

lQar ch 31
Not h i ng t o rapor t . - " "" "
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37TH FIGHTER SQUADRDN

• r
.
  i

 
l 1

8othing to report.

    
_Nothing to report.

A r i l 3
Lt. Henry crashed  hen attempt ng to land. Plane Rea caught in prop

xash aad dfd not aaoept tr e acceleration of the lett engine whea attempting
to pull out and go around field. The left  ring tip dragged and the plane
'  ki dde d of f t he r unw+ 4Y. Lt . Hen cy wa s un- i nj ur e d.

A  r i l 4
8othing to report.

   ~
l

JA 

r 6 ( .   .° 1 C- !   i    . .
P
  Ci s ._  - .: -     ?

. . . .  : 
L

.   %f ` G -. t "    

Nothiag to report.  
/- 

_
"

_  a s   " j '
,
i y -   1Apr i l 6  

8othing to report.
   

A
...

  ?
Nothing to report.

April 8
 lothiag to report.

A  r i l 9
Nothfng to report.

A r  10
8othing to report.

L rp i l l l
.Nothing to report.

A r  _

_

,Nothing to .report

- Apr i l 13    
V     rs "

   "̀ .,
 

'
Lt . u ol l i ng s  or t h ha d t ax is Fc ent af t er f e rr i ng pl ane Pr om 8 ì  tee h  ,dto 48th F.  'q. Faulty left brake responsible for accideat--Lt. Hollingsxorth

ua-injured.

April 14
  '"othing to report in diary un pril 2b.

A ril 25
3upplies of the squadron were o ed on train nt Casablaaca.
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RAR DIARY
37TH FIGHTHR SQUADRON

 A ril 2
 
6

At 0700 0'clock, the firat trucY oonvoy depe.rted for Telerg,ma bir Base.

6pril 2?
At 084b 0 ' c l ock, t he gr oun3 - ec   eZo n l e f t Ye d i ouna Ai r  3a ae v i a t ruck

to board train at Casablanca en route to Telergma Air Base.

April 28
D othing to report.

-

April 29 .Yothing to report.

April 30
Dlot hi ng t o re port .

 

li.  y 1
L t 11 30 0'clock, the Pirett ru   con.oy reached ita dastination,Telergme Air  ase, sately..

Yay 2
At 0480 0'clock, the firet g  ound achelon reachsd tbsir deetinatioa,Te l ergma   i r  3e ae , s of e l y .

  3
bothing to report.

Yay 4
At 1615 0 'clock, the air ec  iT dapsrted from lfiediouaa Air Base aad

8toppad over night at Reliaane.

Yqy b
,   -

.
, , t .

j   T 
, , .   ; '   l , ,    _   

_ _ •;   "   • ,  .     . `.   : _ ,
 

.
/  _•       _  +.= G - . -

,,-   :,    . n , - .   ' c.'
l  

- 1 -
- -   i ! '

. , ,-
/

e
 

.
< •

  - _ r '
. . , , . .

- '   (
j

'  ( f  
. [ ..

A . I ,
e

  6
-

MI SSI01i N0 . l . At 065b p ' o- Toc  c, 12 p- 38 t s of f on Ant i - ahi ppi ng 3di s s i on
ae escorta for 8-25ts of the 321at Bome  roup. Txo planee dowa at 1250
  rh i oh acc ompani ®d t ho 48t h Fi ght e r Squadr on• -  1i ne pl ane a dar a at  'one at

. 124b. 8obert T. Theyer (2nd Lt.), missing in actfon, plane  42-12944.  

   
0900-pilots received briei'ins in Groun Operations. -  Cisaion cancellad 3ue

to xcather conditions.

L:ay 8
• 092 5- 12 pi l ot s t ook of f cr.

  sc ort l;i s s i on f or G- 2S ' s f or Rnt i - shi ppi ng
pa.trol. 2 hospital boats cited abo; t 12:30 eest oY Tunisia hoedinb towRrd
Si c i l y .  'ompe r s f l ew ar ound boat s

_.
Plot hi ng al se t o re port .   -

/ '   -
  '

 
_   ,.  

,  
, r /

'
_ ,. • . , ,     . _ `

J -  
j . .
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  DIARY
37TH FI Gfl TE.R S iUADRON

.
D e y 9  

C 935 - 12 pl ane s up on e s cor t   s a  on of B- 17 • s t o Domb Pe l arm o .
1 5 -82 destroyed, meny fires observed at target at docka and town. 2 planes
returned gaxly, nine plunes returned at 1445 and one plane rsturned at 1610.
Cre di t of 1 S [- 8 2 pe nd i.ng unt i l phot o s de v l ope d . Lt . Tervri l l i 6er .  ,
assigned to this Squadroa .

T  ay 10
1035-24 p-38+s on  ission to scort 8-17•a over airdromes at Cap IIoeo 0

Lilibeo. ldany hits by B-17+s oa tWO airdDOmes, buildings burning and much

smoke. pilot reported haYiug ssen parachutes shot ae hid: as 22,000+ into
the air with cables attached. pne 3-17 hit an.d exploded. 2nd Lt. De  y F .
yarndell, aSH 0-729384, missing. Ship  43-1313T. Lt. y oomavr wre essigned   o
this Squadron.

L;ay 11
0950 - 12 p- 38 +s t oo  oi 'f t o e s cor 8 - 17 +s over  

.r s a l s. A.i rdr ome a .   any
hits Were observed And much smote. bcthing else to report.

 ay 12
•  ;othing to report.

' play 1 3  
11'30-12 p-38•s took off to esco  '-bombers over Gagiliari. Observed

t hr e e v e s s e l s bur ni ng ae ar Naval l;aae , mer,  r hi t a on   - Boe t ga s e s , Nav al Bss e
oil ts.nks and hangers. Many fires and much smoke; also many hits in toxn.
Pianes down at 1335.

 dey 14
1525-2nd Lt.  dxard R. Terwi iger,   N 0-734031, crashed whfle making

a local flight. plane 'r+ent into a dive ae he was turning and did not
pull out. gh3.g

 43-2412.
1030-11 p-38ts took off" to eacort bombers over Olbia (Sardinia).

 any hits ocs3rved on boate in harbor. Planes doxn at 1715 aftar stoppiag
at p j i dge l l i t o r e - f ue l .
,
-   ' ...   " :"    =    _: - - , _,

 
.R   ._ _   ,   f ..   • -. .-  _w _.:

  - -,,.1   _.-
 

_ '     •,  
   

y,

,;,
/

,f '   jue,y
15 L%̀

pilote practiced their first  ie xith bombs. Lt. Iiickman and Lt.
yPalker xere aesigned to tc is Squadron.

_   tay 16
- Lt . a l m   ras aas i gne d t o t hi s  -qu- '3e. re a .

 ey 17
1200 - lst Lt. Ryan  . L;oon oras " ied landed airplane No.  4S•2419 xhen

t he l and i ng ge ar hend l e broke vf P and x as unabl e t o ge t t he w  le l s doira .

_
ht .   loon wai n j ur ed .

'
. .

0
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  [AR DIARY

  Yay 28 - 4 3

1445 - planes taok oPf to oacort B-2b 'a to Ho aiszo. The damega of t;c bombinb waE
unobserved by tha planes of this Squadron. E A were pnabnntersd mith a prob-

able loas of tw o Ye 109's - one ench to Ce pt. Palmer & Lieut. Campbell. Planes do n
at 1945.

l tay 29 - 4 3
  - -

Nothing to report.

lday 30 - 4 3

1425 - 13 Planea took off oa a dive bombiag mission to bomb Chilivani RR Station and
No . 7 Tranat orlce r St at f on . The RR 8 t attt on wa a hi t  +ri t h e i ght bombs and de  o l i ahe d .
8 plr nss atrafed the Station and a train, Alghero factory and railroad yarda. Planes
landed at 17bA.

lday 31 - 4 3

1125 - 12 Planes took off' to bomb the Power Station in S. Caterina. There were direct
hi t s on t he Po re r St at i on , and many ne ar mi s s e s , s.l s o Boat s e nd gun empl a cement a  rare•
strafed while returning home. All planes returned at 13bb.

June 1 - 43

1435 - 16 Plaaes took ofP to escort B-26's to Porto Ro aao in Sardinia. No direct
hits observad but gun emplacemants was shot out also a small naval vessel approaimat ly
60 ' l ong rre s s t r af e d . Yl anas ret urne d at 1705 .

Juzre 2 - 43

1720 - 14 Planes took off to bomb gun e:nplacements on the Iaib .nd of Pantelleria. 1
pl  uie r et urne d e ar l y and t he re s t of' t he pl ane s re t ur ne d at 2020 .

June 3 - Q 

Nothing to report.

June 4 - 43

  1625 - 13 planes took off on a dive bombing inission to Pgntelleri$. All the planes 
returned at 1925.

June 5 -43

1245 - Pl ane s t ook cf f on a di ve bo:nb i nb *ni s s i on t o De c i moma::nu AI D. Al l pl ane s
returned at 1545.•

June fi - 4 3

s e we d on on
e ampl ace me nt and m

 
a

n
y

g
ne nr

  m
i s s s s

 
on

s
ot he

r a.1t e
Pl ane s

 
r s

nurne a
at

t
1805 .
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June 7 - 4 3

1320 - 14 Planes took off to Dive domb gun, emplacemsnts on Pantelleria. 3 or 4
direat hits acored Rnd many near misaes. Ple.r_e6 do n at 1620.

  Yajor General Bradley and ths Ase't Secretary of War visted the Squadreu .

Juna B - 4 3

0920 - 14 Planes took off to Dfve Bomb gun emplacerce: ts on Pantellsria. Several
near misaes or hits on gun emplace: ants . Planes returned ct 1215.

Juno   - 4 3

1325 - 12 Planes took off to Dive Bomb gun e* ; lacemc3nts nn Pantellerie. Several
hfte or near misses on gun emplacementa. All planes returned at 1730.

June 10 - 43

0740 - 14 Planes took off to Dive Eomb guntemplpcements on Pantellerfa. There  ras
many hits on tar et area. All planes ret zrned at 1040.

• June 11 - 43

1220 - 12 Planes took off to escort H-2S's and Dive Somb gun empla cements nn.Paatalleria. There was many friendly naval vessels and landing barges seen in
the harbour. Al1 plsnes returned at 1&Ob.

1340 - 12 Planes took oPf to escort B-26's snd Dive Bomb gune emplacementa on
Pantelleria. No bombs were droppeddue to v rhhite pannsis on island. All planes
returnod at 1930  ith the exception of 2 which landed at Bone.

June 12 - 43

0820 - Planes took off on an  iomber escort mission to Bocca di Falco Palermo,Sicily. 1 plane returned early and 4 planes landed at 1250 and the remainding 6
aame in at 1820.

1730 - Capt. Barker and Lt'a Cria, Haddock, Kearns aad Anderson  re re serio;a ly
in ured wher. th®ir

Jeep over turned while in routa to the Camp aree. At 2105
2nd Lt. Thomas E. Kearns died from the :njuries received in the accident .

 
June 13 - 43 

Znal::Lt._
Tbomas E. Bearns Ras buried in Communal Cemetary in Constantine, North

Africa. Funaral attended by e.ll the Pilots and ground OYficers.

11 0 lst Lt. Iner  Y. Anderson died fron the injuries resulting frorc the accident
x hf ch oc cur ed .  rhf l e i n r out e t o camp are a f r o*n l i ne , June 12 , 194 3

_
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1 AR DIARY

June 14 - 43

Iner N . hadersoa, lst Lt., wss buried in Conununal CemetRry in Constantina, North
J Prica. Funeral attendad by all the pilots and ground Officer .

Jaae 15 - 43

Ofi10 - 2i Planes took off on a B-26's escort miasion to Bo Rizzo, 6ioily . 3 planea
returned early, 1  planes returned at 1000 e nd the ramaining 2 returned at 1215.

1 Macchi 202 destroyed.

June 16 - 4 3

Nothing to report.
 

June 1T +r 4 3

Nothing to Repoyt. •

June 18 - 4 3
•

Q850 - 12 planea tock oPP to Dive Bamb the JL D at Bo Rizso. Many hitB e nd near
miaeea observed.: 10 planes returnsd at 1310 and txo landed at Bizerte.

Pilvt, 2nd Lt. John R, 1Pilkes entered the Squadroa.

June 1° - 4 3

Nothing to renort.

June 20 - 4 3

0660 - 12 Planes took off to ©scart B-2a'a to I ilo A D.  1o enemy planes ecoucuntered.Pl ane s dow±1 at 10 35 .

2nd Ltc. Rob3rt E. Ce rey e d  srion E. Stronb, left S ue dron Por rest Camp at Fes.

Juns 21 - 43

  General Atkinson visted Squadron on to :r oi insiection.
 

2ud Lt. Richard J. Atckinson and Fl:bht affyc3r Ee.r
l J. Dton, assigned to Squadran.

 

Jun,e 22 - 4 3

Capt . Sam L. Pl amer ar.d l st Lt . Ry ar b{. I  oon , t r ans f er red out of SguRurcn .
•

June 28 -43

Not h i ng t o re por t .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

- - ,
, _. • , . 7

• ' 'ik :  li I I, ?Y

J    r.e
24 - 4 3

0700 24 Pl ar,c s t ock of f t a e s cort 8 - 2 6 ' s t o Al   her o A/ f̀l , Sar di n i a . The i r wa s ah0ut - .
15 or Z J 1 .;E 109 ' s ° r rount e r e d i n t he -  i c ?n i t y o!' Ch i l i c ani , we de s t r oye d 5 Bda 109 ' s ,
pr obabl  r de s t r oy ed 4 we 109 ' s anc! ciar..a ;e :  3 :.:P 109 ' s . 2nd Lt . Harr ol d R. Al e xande r
was l st in action. Planes returne3 at 1345.

Jur.e 25 - 4 3

  l i s r :e.   ifa l kcr , J r . , l at Lt . As s i s t ant S- 2 Of f i cer , ] c f t Squa :Ir on Vi a t ran s por t f or
Ca s ab l o nc c. t a i n s t r u c t pi l ot s .

June 26 - 4 3

Not hi n  t ,:  r e port .

June ?. 7 - 4 3

IVothin  to report.

June 2a - 4 

12 y l ane s t ook of  : ona I3- ZG Bor be r Es cor t b:i s s i on t o 1 :i l i s A  D, Sar di ni a , k l l pl ane s,
raturnad.

June 29 -4

Not hi n,; t o re por t .

June 30 -43

1 2 Pl en e s t o o k of l ' o na n - 1 7 b oribe r e s co r t r• i s s i o n t o Bo c c a di Fg l c o h   D, Sa r d i n i a .A ll planes returned sa.
ftely .

1 2 Yl a.ne s -  o o }: o f f o n a F  - 1 7 bomb ar e s c o r t mi s s i on t o Ya l e rmo     D, S i c i l ;y . Al l
planes returned eaftaly .

Ju11- 1 - 4 3
1lothin  to report.

July 2  

  , Ai r d  nh?l on pa cl.e ci and pr e par e d t o l e a.qe f a r E1 Bat han . , 
Julv 3 -

w

 
43

l: i r Es che l on l e f t Tel er   rma by t r u ck and J e a1  S'or L1 i a.t han .

Jul  r 4 - 4 3
• Ai r Es che l on ar r i   e d s.t E1 Bat han Ai r  as e .

Jul     5 - 4   

2  } P  e n e a t ook   f f on a B-   7 e s cor t :;ii s s i on t o Gor :.  i ni , Ido 6 , Si c i l y , h l l pl ane s re -
t ur nod aef t e l y .
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J ul y 6 - 4 3

8 Pl  es took off on A B-1  escort mission to Comiso AID, Sicily . All planes returned"t o Ba s e s af t e l y .

J u l y 7 - 4 3  
 

Tothing to Report.

July 6 -43

12 Pl anes t ook of f on a s t r af f i ng  :_i s s i on t o Itadar St a , i n Agus t a , S i c i l y . A  1 r et urne dSaf t e l y .
12 Ylanes took off on a 8-25 escort  rs ssion to Gerbini t o. 8, Si  ily . All planes re-t ur ne d aaf t e l y .Rema$nder af Squadron  eached E1 Batha,n.

  ul f 9 , 4 3

12 Planes took off on a 3-17 eacort mission to Sciacca  ill , Sicily. Lt. Campbvlldestrayed 1  fE 109 and Lt. Atckison Probably destroyed 1  +iiE 109. '̀ll planes returnedto Base saftely.  2 Pl ane s t ook of f' on a B- 25 e s cor t  r.i s s i on t o Cal t t n i s s e t t Q, S i c i l y . Al l r e t ur ne d
af t e l y .

July 10 43
..._

12 Planes took off to diTe bomb SE part of Sicly area. 6 trucks dest'd. All p anesre t urne d s af t e l y .13 Pl   ne s t ook of f t o tii . e bomb S of Gern i ni and N of Comi s o Al D t o we st . j   l l p l a  a sretarned saftely .
_

12 Planes took off to diTe bomb S of Cerbini and N of Comiso A D to west. 11 planssreturned saftely . Capt. Barker belly landsd his  lana due to in uries recefaed tvhilidt r af f i ng a t ru ck .

July 11 - 3

12 Flanes took off on a Di e bombin,o mission to Agrigento Caltanissetta-hlia-CastelterninTar  ;e t s of oppor t un i t y . Al l pl  .nas re t urned s af t e l y .  12 Pl a.ne s t ook of f on a Di   e b omb i   ; iai s s i on t o N of bomb i ng l i ne SL part 6f S i c i l y .All returned saPtely.Lt. Campbell s pland was hit a medium anti-tank o n and was able to teturn to Ba
_
se.

' Jul 12 -43

12 Fl ane s t ook of f ti n bomb A ; r i gent o- Ca l ani e s e t t a -Al i s.- C  st e l t ern i n i , Tar get s of Gppor t -unity, all planes returned saftely .12 Planes took off on a di   bombing mission . All planes returned saftely .

_
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! J u l  13 4 3

12 Pl ane s t ook of f on a Di Te b omb i n   mi s s i on t o P; and  +e e t of Ra   u s a , s i c i l y , Al l

r e t ur ne d sa f t e l    .
12 Pl e ne s t ook of f   n a Di   e b omb i n   uii s s i on t o i  of Gr arn -  i che l e aa d   .hen ::E . 11 pl     e s
r e t ur n od s a f't e l y an d 1 pl an e s l an de d  it Li ca t a , S i c i l y , due t c.  s h ot s f i r ed a t i t f r om
a }u  103 .
12 Pl ana s t ook of i ' on a Di Ya b on.b i n ;; rzi s s i on t o r:L of   i c i l y . Al l r e t ur ne  t s a f t s l y .

nd Lt . I e r b e r t J . Y a l ke r vra s i n j ur s d b3• ehot s f i r e d at h i s p l an d . Ii e l and ©d at Li ca t a 
  D, Si c i l y . Ti,ro p i l ot s t hs.t

l anc ed vri t h h i m r e por t t ha t he wa s i n j ur ed i n i  i s 1  f t

arm by fra ments of 20   n shell. Fie is now in a hospital there.

  July 14 -43

12 Pl ane s t ook of f on a B- 2G e sc or t n i s s i or. t o A:e s s i n a , Si c i l y .   t 11 pl an e s r e t u r ne d

s a f t e l y . '_  ' .

  July 15 -43

ISot h i r  t o r e por t .

J u l gr 16 - 43

2 4 P l an e s t o o k o f f on a B- 2 6 b omb e r e s c o r t mi s s i o ii t o ti ' i b o Va l e n t i e.
j il D,

S i c i l y .
h l l

  eturned saftely .

J til y 17 - 4 3

12 Pl a ne s t ook of f' on a B- 26 b orub er a s cor t ,ni s s i on t o Ida pl e s 8$ Yar ds , I t a l y .   1 1 r e -
turned saftely.

J u l  t 18 - 43

b Plar es took off an a Sea Sweep mission over the lied. Sea. 15 Italian JU-52's were
en coun t e r ©d of'  Yh i ch vre de st r oye d 6 . Al l r e t ur nod s a f t e l y .
Lt . fiendrix. claimed 4 IIU-52 's and F 0 N ilkins claimed 2 JU -52's.

July 19 -43

12 pl ar  e s t ook o+f on a D- 26   or b or o s oor t n i s s i on t o Ci r  p i n o     ll , I t a l y . l ' l l pl n ae s
rsturned saftely .

July 20 -43

12 Planes took off to dive bomb  :nd •trafe targets of opportunity on tha Yed. Sea. 
o B A enoovntered - all planes returaed sately.
2ad Yarion   . Strong tranaferred out of Squadron.

Jnly Zl -4S

Squadroa bad a holiday aad most of the Squudron apent the day on the beach at 8arth  e.
• July 22 -43

12 Pl.nea took off en a B-Z6  soort Yiosioa to bo b Yarshalling Yards at Ba].erao,
Italy .

Bo 8/A encountered and all planes returned asfely.
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July 23 -43

12 planes took off on 8-26 Bscort ldissioa to Aquino A D, Italy,. No B/A eighted.

July 24 -43

12 planes took off on 8-26 $scort Yission to l4 rina di Paola, Yershalling yds., 
Italy. All glanes returaed safely.

July 25 -43-

9quadron spent the dey packing in preperation for awve to Ste l[arie du Zit.
No Mi s s i on . July 26 -43

Squadron moved from E1 Bathan L G to Ste llarie du Zit.  iothing elee to report.
July 27 -43_

Squadron epent the iay setting up the different dapartmanta.
July 28 -43
r

Yiasion echeduled this date but called off due to weathar conditions.
  July 29 -43

12 planes took off on B-26 Escort liission to Aquino A D, Italy. Thrse 11A-202e
or 1  - 10 9a de,mag ed i n dog f i ght a s t he Es cor t was dr i v i ng of f t he B/ A  rhi ch

 ere attacking the bombers. No lossea or de m aged to our planes.

July 30 -43
3quadron did not have a Yission. Nothing to report.

JulY 31 -43-
12 Planea took off on a B-26 Bomber Escort Yisaion to Adrano, Sicily, to bo ob
the toxn. Yany bombs hit in the town -caueing ®uch ssloke. ao F/A sighted.
Lts. Brower, I  llsfek, llargison, Sprinklo assigned this Squadroa.August 1 -43

12 Planes took off on 8-17 Eacort 1[i.seion to Bomb Docks at gaples Italy. Siz
or aeven Yacchis attacked the boaober8 and one was deetroyed by Captain Eudder.
1[any bombs hit in dock ares and on factories and locomotive repair shops  ust
N of docks .

August 2 -43
  ` Nothing to report.

August 3 -43

Bothing to report.
August 4 -43•

24 Planes took off on B-26 Sscort Yiseion to bomb RR bri ges at l arina  i Cntan-
saro. Flight vraa attacked by about 15 E A before reaching target area. A big
dog fight onsued resultia  in the destruction of of three B/A--one each for Capt.
Barker, Lte. High aith e.a

d itakiaon.
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Bn s ][a c chi 20 2 pr obab l y de at r oye d and F dnmaged , and one  bE- l U9 da  age d .
1 60' aail boat shot up xhcih xas aachored near Pissp.
2nd Lt . Ll oyd 0 . He ndr i x , ASX 0 - ?2800b , di d nrot r e t ur n . The   ? !:8omb (}p .

.repo
rted shooting doxn one 1'-38 type A/C erhich crashed iato the ses.5

mi l e s Sae t   oE  t he I al snd of St r . mbol i . Thf a A/ C was r e por t e d t o have pul l -
ed up into the tail of tho bomber formation at xhich time the tail guaner
of the trailing bombsr fired a burat to warn the A/C to get oPf tail of 
formation aud the a/C Ysll sc.ay but is  adiately pulled back up into this
position at Khich time the gw  ners fired upon it and destro ad it.  10

,
other p-38 type A C  ras reported missing in this theater or"

 
{  his misaion

- ao it is u st ned that the destroyad A/C waa piloted by Lt. Hendri=.

August 5 -43

Beceived word tt.is day from the bomber  unit, al xhich our  quadron erae
  escor  o bomb the   b idges at N+arina di  atanzaro, Itaty 

that Lt. Hendrix xas destroyed  hen he pulled up behind one of the
bombers.and the gunner shot him down becauae he xas afraid that it u ight
be a c apt ure d 1'- 38   whi ch   ras be i ng f l own by an Ax i a pi l ot .
0700, Squadron ias on a standby alert.

Auguet 6 -43
•

12 Planes tuok off' on a H-26 escort mission to Bed azzo, Sicily . ao aneYny
aircraft encounterad. Al1 planea returned saf ely.

Auguat 7 -4
 

3

12 1'lanes took off on a h-26 escort mission to 8 of  iarina di CatanLOro, Itlay.
The bombers Mere to bomb RR b&  iges. No EJ'A sacounterad. All planee returned
s af   ,e l y .

 
.( '°

Auguat 8 - 4 3

24 rlanea took off on a $-26 escort to Zngitola, Italy. All planea returned
s af t e l y . Bo '  - -    bombs , 1 hi t on e nd of br i dge .

Auguat 9
.-
43   Y

/

12 pl ane a t ooY of f on a   mi s 8f on t o ko
 

ce l l a I on i aa -t.e   o4 o l i na   ar i na ,
Italy. Traina atrafed an t also a Radar ata. No enemy aircBaft encouatered.
All pleaes returned saftely.

  August 10 -43

Nothing to report.

Au guat 11 - 43
- - ..._.   ._

•
12 planea took off on a dive bombiag mission to L arina di Ce#.anzaro,

Italy.
Thsre xere 3 or 4 direct hits on   btidge and damaged Yarshalling yda. No
Ener  y Ai rc raf t ea c ount ered . Al l pl ane s r e t wmed aafjte l y .
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AuRust 12 -43

2nd Lt. Donald S . Dobbins  oined squadron as Communication Officer.
August 1S -4 

6 planes took off on an Air 5ea Rescue mission over the lled. 5ea, thoy weree s cort i ng f BYs . Ho Bnemy ai r cr a.f t eac ount e red ar d no r e s ul t s f r o u mi s s i on .  d l l pl ane a ret urned va t     ,jr. ,12 planes took off on 8-1
7
escort mission to Lorenso  arshs,lliag yds., Italy.Lt .  doomax de s t roye d a ldA 20 3 ..and  Lt e , Ga de r and Ho l l i ng8  rort h dnmage d t   o  2 s . g l l pl ane s r e t urned s af e l y , . `     3        

`
       

  °
 

i
August 14 -43

1S planes took off on a straPing misoion Detween Sa  iass and
,,
x 

 
sarno, Italy.4 t ruc ks and one Pedaa Set on f i re ;'}'wt r ai n and r adar et e . hf t :   aj or 8udderstrafed a liA 202 on the field at Yibo Yalentia, the plenezwas left smoking.No  ne  r aircraft enoountered. bil planes tsturned sat'biyr .

Augus t l b   c=i 6 - 4 3

tiothing to report.

• August 1? -43

4 pl ane s t ook of f vn 1'BY e s c or t mi s s i on ove r t he l e d . , e a . One C;e rman pi l ot  ras pi cke d up, t hat had been i n t he i rat er s t nce 13t h . llo ot he r s i ght i ng s .All planes teturned safbdys.12 Ylanes took off on a strafing misaion between l  rins.di Yanastisrace andBovalino, Italy. 3 tsains strafed, 2 trucks 1 6ommand oar were destroyed.No enea y ai rcr af t encount e r e d, but f l ak x as he avy a dd t x o of our pl ane s e l i g,ht l ydamaged. Ail planea rsturned saP l y .

Aueust 18 -4 ,_
? planes took ofF as top cover Por y-38s to dive bomb and staafe road betweenSoverato and Bovalino, Italy . 1 direct hit on k

 ,
t
,
t  bridge and tro hits in RRYards near bridge . No Enea y aircraft aacoknter  ll returned aatbly  .? planesstook off as top cover for Y-38s ti dive nomb and straYe road betweeaSove rat o and   ov al i no , I t a l y . 1 d i re ct hi t on R.lt br i dge . lio Enea y a i r cr af t

encountered. all plns es returned ea ely, 6 planes took oflt' oa sn Air Sea rescue ffi ssion eacotting a PBY. After an hourand a l ha l f r e t ur ne d t o   a s   be i ng une.bl e t o      ='  Y   ,, ,
 

,;,
    ,, 4-   1'

,
`  

,
 

6ugust 19 -43

1S planes took oPf on an B-17 eaooIIt mission to Foggia, Italy. Thay boaibedldarshalling YdB, . Hickman destroyed 1 1dA 202 
o

'

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

. . , ...    
 

. ugust 20 -43

  ,2 pl ane s t ook ot f   o e s oor t 1'BY on a Ar i Se a xe s cue   i s ai on over t he   id. Sea .P8 Y pi cke d jtp t   ro man =eyri mmi ng i n rrat er wi t h l i f e ve et s   about 50 mi l e s f rom C, :  ;'_i n
Yalinuro, about 1420 and three  en in the water about 20 milee trom Italy . Lt.
Highsmith sightad t in the water. 1'heir were no other sightingz, All  lanes
re t urne d aaf e l y .

i o
 
i
     

ms- "t .   .a , v.ho ha s not be en hear d f r om.
, AuRust L̀l - 48  

!
16 planes toot otf on a 8-17 escort to  veraa  ar8halling Yards, Italy. The target

. ar ea Wa s   re 11 cove red lri t h bomba . The ee We re 8 t o 10   202e s e en but no en-
counters. 9 planea returned at 1445 and the reat returned later.xe ce i ve d a re por t t hat 2nd Lt .   r ry '-:  . $aa a# h ad caa shed l ande d hi s pl ane at
S i di bou z   d az d rras unt   n ,

j ure d .

a ut us t 22 - 43
-   .     . r   . .    

 lothing to report:

g u  ust 2 3 - 4 3

`  
T2 pl ane s t ook of f t o e acor t PBY

_  _a ._n_
s i r Se a Ke s cue mi s s i on ova r t he  ded . de a .

à   e    u1  o 2 -   rci -e rao--  --mt   a a - $eu# h --o  --Ca  paue-  l e --    .1 .t -_. -   r  e r - pt   15a I   d oy e -    9  a  Ff ,4 Soot t darna ged
a _
DLE 108. No other sightings. 11 planes returned at 1330. 2ad Lt, xuss ll K,,

  to oma  r, AaN ?32312 , i a mi as i ng i n act i on .

August 24 -43

Kot hi ng t v re port .

bugust 25 -43

24 planes took oPf to escort B-1Ta to Foggia A/D,
Italy .  ibont 20 T A sean but

soon diaappeared making no attack on bo nbers. 2 ple nes returnsd enrly due to

,
improper funotioning of the plane. 12 planee return d at 1535 and 8 came in at
16U0 en d t he remai ni ng 2 l aade d nt Costi s o  t, se re t u   at er .Capt. Forrest H. t3arker received o  ieial papere as t'o his prom tion to lea or.

August 26 -48

12 planes took oPf to eacort.
B-1Ts to  apua    , Italy. Ths bombing resulte w

 
iw
 

unobserved. 15 or more     aeen over target , but no encountera. All planas
returned dt 1340. .

 
August 27 -4i

.

24 planes took otf to secort d-17s to ,ulmont, Italy. Ths target area .ras well
covsred with bombs. About 10 1  8 and Mtis sighted betxeen the ts get and ooast,but Rould not engage in combat. 11 planes returned at 1340 and 4 returnvd s.t1414 aad the remaining 7 landed at bo Kiszo, bicily to return  later.•
8/Sgt.  ldcn F. Heiatand, ASN: 19   02b, x4a driving a ll e M ea ons Carriera r oad donbhe a at  =C f cbt b   lar f  -  dtt;,;

  i #s. du  +Fii ke t urn i ng t he
 

t r
g
iick a

r
ound , t ha i e Pt n

f r ont rvhe e l r an ov er an i ex pl ade d a l and mi ne . S$t . He i s t and ' s l e f t l e g   g rssa  -
  eos  r. ken 4bove the ankle and the heel ead arch bones Aere shattered. His lePtl e g   r4a amput at ed at t he b4t N St at i oa g oapi t ul , Tunf s , t he s ame e ve ni n.g oP t tvsac c i dent . The aa c i dent wns i n l i ne of dut y •arri a r e eu l t of e ne   r ac t i oa .
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!i u , st 28 - 43

6 pl ane s t ook of fw i t h t he 4 9t h F'i ght e r 5quadr oa t o a s cort 8- 1 79 t o t ha i3it y arda a t
Terni, Italy. As the bombing was finished and the esoort wRS leavinb the target

area, they were jumped by 8 1dE 109s . In the ensuing dog fight F iO Dion 's ship
h
__
ad b o

__
t h

_e ng  ,r e_
s
___

shot out by
_
one . ot t h 

_

  s and/   i9
.s f or ce d t o ba i l out ahout 35

  ' l e a of f t he
. 2 co  s t fr o   i v i t ave c chi a , I t al j   7 ( 5 l dE 109s we re de s t r oy ed , 2 by Lt .

pbell snd l by Lts. Uardner,,,
J
  
o Yce e nd Clark. Et. C  pbe33:•also damaged another

L#,8 ,__
Gardne r

_

and J o
_
y ce   eung  

.
ed a hlti 202

._12 lanes took off to escort  -17s
to lerni    ards

 
Ital . Bombi results waaP Y  

unobserve by the escort e d No   A was encountered. 4 planes landed at 1600 and
8  tadod at 1645.
': he'bquadron was led by Capt. l lair and this was biB last mission {SUth) in which
Captain Hlair had to participate in our  quadron. Gapt. blair was the first to
flinish the required No. of sorties with the 37tn Fron.
Drla j o r    i l l i a m L . Le v e r e t t e , A  N U- 3 2 2 0 4   , wa s a s s i ; ne d t o t ne   qu a dr o n .
Lt. General Spe  t e,   j.

General Uoolittle and  rig. General Atickson visted the
Squadron.

Au ust 29 -43  

12 planes took off to escort B-17s to Orte   ,
Italy . '1'he bombing results were un-ob-

rYed due to dust over the target area.
 %ne   109 was probaly destroyed i y Lt .

kins . 1 plaaes teturned early e nd 11 returned at 1225 . Squadron was led  iy
apta.

in Charles J. Crocker this was his (50th) and lgst sorties with the 37th Fron.
lst Lt. Aovert B. Kelly succeeded Cap ain biair as Uperation Df:icer.

Au  ust 30 - 4 3

.12 pl ana s t ook of f'  t o e s c ort   - 17s t o bomb Vi t e rbo A  , I t a l y . '1'hr e e f i re s obs e rve d
on the A/U after th J boabing run. ana   109 atacked from the rear anout 70 miles off
t he coa s t l Ma j or J ot n G. Hr i   ht , a f ormer i3. U, of t he 37t h Fr on . Exe cut i v e of f i ae r
of the 14th F .

Gp, participated in this mission and atte cked an Lfti which was under-
neath thc  quadron formation. Une pilot attemptsd to follow  ajor hright in the
attdck bixt was Forced to puli out of his  ive due to eaceasive speed.   ;;or Nright
was not seen after this action. Lt. hanna's ship was damaged as a.result of  / 
attack.
6 planes took off' to sscort a B-1? which was trying to sFot pilots ahot dowr. at sea.
A hospital shi  we.s sighted with a s  ll boat approaching it. No other sightings.
 11 planes landed at 2015.
Lt. hollingsworth completed his (bOth) miasion anu last sortie  with the 37th Fron.

August 31 -43

d Lts. Harold C
. Lamberson, AaN 0_737047,

Elmer H. La hue, ASN 0-737150,  noch   .
Lemon , A511 0 - ?3715 7 , 1  or gan H.   at hews ASr  0 - 74 3360 and F/ 0 xe g i s J ef f r i s s h  N 1'- 694
  assigned to this ,quadron.  ?.    ,

.5 e pt e   nb e r 1 - 4 3
  . 

l o t s pr a c t i c e   d i v e b omb i n g ,
t hr  à   :b -  ne #.k4ng -e   s e   -t a r e po r t .
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September 2 -43

      r .   r     - . . . .r  

LThe newly assigned pilots practiced dog fighting today and had Y-40R as opposition
 

5eptember 3 -43

e newly asaigned pilots practiced dive bonbing then returned to field and practiced
} o  fightin  with the r-40e.

  tember 4 -43 ,
?4 p- 38 s t ook of f t o es c   r t p- ] 7 s t o b omb t h e A 

 D at CaFup, I t nl y •
   

"  ̀ °   CYe s u l t s

, we re unobae rv Fd . F f   made one pas s t he e ec ort vi t h c+ut re s u].t s . 6 p2ane   r e t ur r!ed
ear l y   1  re t urned Squadr on e qu .p ment 1

_e aded on p l an e: f or r ov e t o Lent i ni F . ,
Sicilq.

September 5 -43

A part nf t h e Ai r   's cr e l on ] e *t St A Il ar i P du Zi ; on t wo t r en eport s vPi t h par t of t he
  ''s che l on l e av i ng i n t ha af t e rnoo» , s Fent t h e r emRi nd f r c±f t h F day se t t i ng up c amr•.X "

Sept Pmber 6 - 43

24 P-31is escorted P 68 to bo©b Capua AID  7taly. Pombing resu?ts unobaerv©3. About
0 L  A s i ght ed an d t h ep mRde paas e s a t t h e Fs c or t i n pai r s - p u l

.
l i n g away and re t urr i ng .

. o ! 'f A dps t   oyPd and no l oa$e s . - ,
El   e` . I endPd at 1330   dt hpnt i n i L  aat !l,

/   , .;tr _.+ -
•r.  1̀-,,'  '•1•     ,; . -

',_.
1:   - ; ,; :t.. .

 
,,.  W   t;.

   r _i.
  '  ,   -

          "e t em  er 7 - d 3t' _
p

_._ ._._
No migsion this date. Dny Wds aper.t setting up the Squadron PquipmAnt and main-

t anance of t h e Af C. A ga s r f f ue l i ng un i t ca u€ht f i r e whi l e s e r v i c i ng one of t he Sqdn   sA/ C bu t rna s br oug ht unds r c ont r ol    i t hout dama€e by T/ Sgt , Con i n. .  
. .

September 8 -43

Th. Squadron was ealled to-gether this day and told of the planned invasion of Italy.Th. p. r s onne l wa s t ol d of our pa r t i n t he i nva s i on and t h. wot k ex ps ct ed of t he
r s onne l ,

x
, r ;  .

Y
` •  c  -  , ,, °

t,..       ,  .. . , '_- •..Thre   ,  i s s i orx tas r e f l own t hi s d a t e f r om 154 5 t o 1 60 5 hour s on t a ke vf f s   and ].and i ng :f r om   9 3 5 t o 19 55. On. P- 38     s dama gEd f r om E / A a t t a ck s , Of a b out 20 E  A s i g ht ed
t lu r e wa s n o l o s s e s or de s t r oye   A/ C

,
On e s hi p of t bE Conv oy vra s s s en burn i ng and

1a t e r s i g ht ed s i nk i ng .  
Ss Dt   imbe r   - 4 3

12 P-38s too  off at 0815 to patrol bstReen Salsrno, Italy and Island of Capri, No
  / A . nc ount e r s d , On. L/ S s Rn bur i ng 6-$ mi l e : S , of Sa l e r n o , I t a l y , A/ C l a nd. d 1130 .

12 P-38s tool off at 1200 to pattol b.tw.cn PiGciotta and Agropoli, Italy ,
F. , boats

on bs a c h S . End of   ul f
.. 

of Sa l e r n o . No E / A s i g ht ed , A/ C l a nds d 1  5 ,
12 P- 3$ s t ook of f 1600 t o pa t r ol ar . a a f r on Pi s c i ot t a t o Bgr op ol i , I t a l y , Wh h} i
on this pattol th. Squadron Pras ordered to go on strafing mission bnt they had been 
ut on patrol until gas r as loo: and returned to bade  landing at 1$55, a or Carl F

, Rudder eo.;p
leted fifty com at sorties this date,
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September lU -4 

12 P-   8a t o aY ot f bo pat r ol ar ea f r om pi ac i oti t a  t o e Br i pol i , I t a l y . No     a
aighted or anpother activity. Planea landed lUUS.
1115 12 p  38a t o ok of ! t o   at r ol f rom Sal e r no , I t n l q , t o I s l and of Capr i . Bf g
fire obaervod near airport N ot Naplea. No other activity obeerved. Planee,
l s .n

ded 1430 . .
12 p-38a took off to patrol from piacio t̀a to Agripeli, Italy. No E A or
other activity observed. ple.nee

landed 1 05.
y llth

 
l a p- 88 a t o ok of f t o Di ve p omb t nrae t a of opp or +uni t y i n are a   :aet of
Battipa lia between Zalinuro, Italy, bbout four or live trucka were dea royed
F l e vEn b omt;s   dr opp ed . Af t e r b or bi ng t h e A/ C p dt r o  l Fd r er one h our wi t h ou t
encountering £ A• Obaerved let Fighter Group atraffing train of aeveral cara
N ne e.r Se l a Coai l i na . Pl ane s l anded 0 92 5 .
la P- E'a took off to patrol between piaciotta and Agripoli, Ital±, No
abt ,  tyaobaerved. planes landed 1200 . 2 p-38s returned early.
12 p-38s took off to partol area from Salerno, Itelq to Isl nd of Capri.Fl i gh t f ound ab out 12   's and e qua ' numbe r of SFi t s i n dog f i grit a 3tu tt Eaa t

  of l  t . ve s uv i ua . On apor oa chi ng aev er al   e h a l f r ol l e d and l e f t t he are a
and then tla 'light cli

m ed to 'righer altitude snd drove tW O more   d aaray.
    r?o E  A we r e d e s t r o y e d a n d n o l o a s e a . F l i g h t l a t e r a i gh t e d 4 Gr um¢na ns ` and

,
   

  t h ou gh t t h e a ±   b e F ' D- 1 90 s . (f̀p i +_3'n1 1sa_r C.021 e .c
t.a z t h c mi s _ i de ut i f  3 s . t i oa .' planes lnnded 26I5.

 

-  
  "; .

 
     -' f '

 
  1-Thr oe i Mi s s i on we re f l own t hi s da t e , Ta ke of f s   98 15, 1.2 00 en d 1600 a ndlandings 1L

. 
0  1505 and 1900 respectively, No encounters and no si htin observed on th, se thr.e mi:sions,

1 t h

Thr e ® mi   .  i on r.e r F f l oti•,n t hi s da.t e ,t o pa t r ol f r om Pi s   i ot t a t o Agr op ol i  

el t
a

ly  
N
  o  

/
A

W
e    

nco
of f a t 0700

no other  ightings,
unterQd; or

1115 - 12 A/C took off to patrol between Salcrno and Islv a s s hot a t t he F l i.g ht by Al l i ad Tr oopu e t Caarpa ne l l a Pt ,
T

Y e r e
ap

cr
e No

l
E / As i g ht ed , Pl an e s l anded ]

.l  0 , 
L 2 0 - 4 P- 38 s t o ok of f on a Spe e   ,a l n ®c onna n i a nce Mi a   i on As een pa r kf d i n a ba r r a   i

• f . v i t r u ek sck. arca near Potcnza, but very litule activity onr oad ,
' R    '  ' ° f 1  P- 3g s we r e on s t andby s t a t u s unt i l 0730

, The F l i   ht v ra s t o®s cor t C- 4 7 s whi c h    e r e t o ca r r y Pa r a t r oop e r s br h 
_n

d t he ]
.3  Fs ,

11

•

. tb

0615 - 1? P_ 3g Q t ook of f   . i t h 5001b . I n   t , b omb s t o b ocib t a r   e t s of op p or -tunity in Apples area, About  
.trucks vrerc destroyed, 5 hits on road and3 b omb hi t i r, t orn of F i s c i ,   n o ,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958

. , _, .'   '  
.  ,

1! t h (Cont   d )

0900 - ]
.
2 P- 38 4 t ook of f t o Di v a Bomb t : r   e t : of oppor t un i t y . The Con t r ol l e r

d i r e c t ed t ho F̀ l i g ht t o bomb r oad  te s t of &i ̀ ' , Ve   uv i u s , 5 bomb :  hi t nea r
e i   ,

 ;t t r u e k: ; d e s t r o;,r
  n    f our or mor e , s i l e nce c' a    r ; : Eun  +:hi c h wa s s e nd i ng

up f l a k ,
  TY o tiva r c hou s e G   nd a f e tir  mi Gce l l a ne ou c bu i l d i n -s  •:e r E b l own up , 

P1  .nFS l c nd®d a t ba s e 1
.  00 ,

131 5 - 12 P- 38   t ook of f   i t h 10 00i r , r omb : t o bomb t a r -e  : oi oppor t un i t y
i n Ap , l e : are a . Coh t r ol l e r °Cha r   •e r " di r e c t cd t hc F l i   ht t o b omb t h  t otivn
of I Iont   Cor v i n a Rov E l l a , 10 Bor b s iv

.
t i n t he a r ea of t he t own , ea u s i ng

muc h   moke ,   l
.a r   e   un e SY'1 of t -,•-on b u t he ;-c v e r   not r3  #rre  s   -e+r - we  re --  e t -

be l i ev c d t o br- dama   ed , Pl a ne s l z nd  3 1615 ,

1   1  
_.

  ,y, '̀ „
 

12 P- 3$ s t ook o f f t o d i ve b omb t a r ,-  t   of op nor t un i t y a G d i r e c t ec
'
?
' •-

1- 
 

1
'
con t r o

' ' 
l l e r

"
_

'
, 11 - 10 00 l b , bomb : v e r E dr op ue d i r_ t he t ot n uf l ion t e l l a a s d i r e c t -

Ed , TvRo b i   f l ame s  :nd muc r   mok© r e s ul t c  ?.
f r om t he bor b i ng a nd  , a G be l i ev ed

t o i :a vE be e n an ammun i t i on dwnp or oi l s t or a   •e dump , No a c t i v i f.y on t ho r oad
t o  Con t e l l a . No E / A r e r e e i ght ed , The F  i g ht pa t r ol   .c d App l e s a r ea f or   5

  mi nut e s and r e t u r ned t o bGs  - a t L113 5 .

12 P- 3Bs t ook of   ' a t 1  00 t o Di v e Bomb t a r   e t e of op .nor t un i t y , The cont r o l l e r
d i r c c t   d t he F l i   ht t o bomb t he t own of Ace r n o , 9 b omb :- hi t i n t hr: a r e a of
of t he t ov   ot he r s s ca t t e r ^d a r oun d t or•n   .n

d 2 b ornb s hi t ; r_ t he y out h  r n e dge
of t o  rn , Th e A/ C r a t ur ned t o t he ba s e a t 1 500 ,

1600 - 12 P-38;  took off to div  bomb tar etw of opportunity ae directcd by
eon t r ol l e r . Road = v:e r   bomb Fd N o f Roccad   p i l e ne a r Ce.l a  ar i t e a nd Dl i ve t a
Ci t r o . On e he avy t a nk w a : de   t r oS-r. d   one Lr i d   A de : t r o; Qd , 2 t r ucks , a nd on® hi t
on t he Y of r oa d   , b n oi l s t or a   e or a mmun i t i on dump z• a   i  i t z7hi e h e <u se d l a r   •e
f 1amE  t t    hoot up , Af t e r t ne bonib i n  , t he F l i €-l t  •ra s d i r ECt e ,.

   t  ; pGt r ol  
B  a c h s are a f   r 2 5 ;, i n  it e   und r e t ur r e d t c.  ba   e s t 1900 ,

2 nd Lt . E l ne r H, I a Ru® t ook of   _wi   h  ; i s s i on ;  223 a t 1b0 0 hour s a nd a s t he
  f C be came a i r b or ne , one en   i ne cu t ou t a nd   ra   f e a t he r Ed , The r e r  i n i ng
e   g i ne v ou l d not pul l mor e t ha.n 21 i nc hE  of mcr cur y a nd t he p 1  ne   :a s be l l i ed
i n • l he AI C   à G a comp l e t e l os s ; t  le p ? l ot ur  n j u_r ed .

• 16th

0700 - 12 P- 3$   t ook of : t o di vo bomb t he t a r   c t s a s d i r c c t Fd b   t he con t r ol l e r ,
•

The cont r oh c.r d ir c c t c r' t he F l i  -ht t o b os b :h: t own o f F i s c i a no a nd Ei    ht bomb s
wf.r F d r oppa d 'zn t he t o   n pr ohe r .

1 hi t i n :•t hc Nor t hEr n e nd of t own ca u s i ng
o l a r , -e f 1amF  :nd ba s t o be l i ev ed t o be  : ga e d ump , 2 hi t a t Sou t he r n e nd c  

,bse  1
t o   un    ° hi c h v  _r e s hot t i n   f l ak a nd po s s i b l y hi t t hem, k f t Er t he b omb i ng t hs
F 1i   ht made r ®  onn a i s   a n ce t o a v e l i no a nd t hen pa t r ol l e d h   

,e s f r om 08 50 t o• 09 10 a s d i r Eet Ed t   cont r o l l e r . Pl an c s l anded a t 1010 ,
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1 t h (Cont   d)

1115 - 12 P-   8s t ook of 1   1i t h 24- 500 l t , bomb  t o bomb t arge t P as di r s et ed
by cont  •ol l er "Change rp. The Fl i ght bombed t he t   c+  of Cava wi t h 20 hi t :
a  d t  he mai n r oad vra s hi t .  dr:ny of t he bui l d,#  s r e rc f l at t ened. Th  Fl i ght  l a ndAd 1010,
11}00 - 12 P- 38 s t ook of f wi t h 2  - 500 l b , b omh s , Th e F l i ght bomb. d Pa ].ma '̀ -   - .
Campani a , cauc i ng a l ot of damaf e r  i t h 22 hi t   i n t hti. t own , Th. F l i g ht  
obs . rv ed a l a r €e f i r e Sout h of Napl e s , Ths Fl i g ht l and. d at ba s a 1fi 3 5 .

 

0 61 5 - 12 P - 3f;s t  bok of f   i t h 21,.- 500 l b , bomb s t o bo .l b t s r ge t s a s r.i z e c   ed
by t he 6 ont r ol l e r . Th o f l i j ht b o:.:bed Eb e l i .   '   ent y .

bo  b a hi t i  n t h e t ovm ;
a f is e wa s s t a r t ed   one hi t   of t o rrn i n bu i l

.c
zi ngs wnd t hr e e mi s s e d t he

t ovrn . The F l i gh t p a t r ol l ed t e n mi r.u.
t ps bef or e r e t u r ni ng t o b a s e - l an,ded

   5.

0900 - 12 P - 3&s t ook of f  4;i t i1 2 '; -   0 0 1b , bo.a
b s t o bomb t a r   ;e  s s s d i -

r ec t cd b ;r t l- e 8ont r ol l e r . The t o .  n of d cer no v a s b ombP3 rri t h t  rent y - t   o• h i t s r e su l t i ng   cau s i ng mu ch da Lza   c . Tl• e   l i ; i  -c p a t r o _
l cd f or t h i r t y mi n -

u t e s a f t e r t he bomb i n, •,   r e t ur ni n; t o b a s e a t 1200 .

L11 5 -   .
2 P - 3  s t o ok of f ' on a S1 ec i a l r,: cor t i.:i s s i on t o e s cor t    r E . ;:,5

 ,le r s pi t e , Th   . F l i bbt :
_
e   c or t   -d -  l e s ra .p _ ' or onc h our a .r1U t hi r t y :ni nu t e s

without any si htinc;s.  /C landed aL base 13J7.

131 5 - The s ec ond t   ro sh i p f h .gh t t,e ok of f t o e s c or t t h e Hh tS  iiar s hi t e and
e s cor t e c? t he s h i   f r oI:  13  .0 t o l cl u ti•ri t h ou t i n c i d e nt . Landed a t b a s e 10  0 .
Anot h er mi s s i on  ra s s choc:a l ed t o e s c or t t l_e   a r s ., i t c  bu t wos ca l l ed of f a  s
't wa s f e l t t h a t t he s i. i ,  was f ar Encu  ;I. i nt o f   i endl y ti ra t e r s t o n e s e .

.
S.qu adr on not i f i ed t ha ti t he   i r   ch e l o_Z -rras t o r e t ur n t o St e I Ia i r e c:u Zi t
a•n

d pr e  a r a t i ons wer e s t ar t ed t o l eav c on t lle l    t h or 19t h .

l th

, 071 5 - 23 P - 3  s t o ok of   " t o s t r .:    e t   o s a t El
.
l i t      a t F o ;;; i a   I t a l y .

  S i x or a c v e n JU    s   2   .'  110s   ane   ;  190 a nct one   Ih 109 crcr e d e s t r oy ed
on  a he U r ou.n

d . One J [J 52 wa s d es  , r o   ed i n t l e a i r a s i t y as t ali   1,  of f .i Thr e t : len rr  nni r  ; a BSm  tive   e lcn a ck cd o r e r and t hr e c or mor e t r u cl_  and
_ on e   e en s t r a f ed , t hr e e bu i l di nt « a s s t r a f ed ; one of ..hi ch , ra s s h :. ot i   

f l a k
_a    d w t r a j.n of ab ou t t rrcnt ;;- b ox   .l 

d t r a i ,3 c a= s s t  r uf ed ,X The r 'l i glYt  

,,
]
.a7c  ed at base 1010 J "  

. 
•- • - •The   / C   rer e s Fr vi c ecl i n ;  r e_ a r a t i    :  i or t h   . f 1i  ;ht b ack t o S t e 7*ia r i a :

- • du Zi t . The a i r e   ch e l o l a - aa l e f t ,

r       ..  _   ___
< .
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, 

 

1 ?t h

' I :o s t of' t h e S qua dr on r e s t cd t ?   s   a  , e a i t c r :: av z n ; ope r a t e d f or a
p er i od of e l ev e n d a  s and mc s t of t he pe r aonn e l f e l t t X:a   t ne r es t
we l l d e s e r v E.d   a s t h e o.    r z ;;i o    s h ad he en under adv er s e c ond i t i ons
an d mor e mi

.s s i on tiver e r tzn i n t hi s pe r i od of t i me t ha n i n ot her su ch
` period  .of time. 20th
_ J\   

Th e en l i s t ed men s ;  e nt   h  mor ni n  i n pr a ct i c e dr i l l i n ,pr enar a t i on f or ••. 
 

 :he c r r rnor ,y  zt  ,rhi ch t i   ie  ua j or   u dder , Li eu t   . Ca  pbe l l , 6r i m  Conkl e , %
   Ỳ $ 1.Cii on and ';yi  ;ht :  a n r c c   i v c d t h e Di s t i z ;, u

i s  1ed r l y i r ; Cr os s , Lt , Camp -
  b e l l a l s o r ec e i v ed a C1Lis t e r t o t rie Cr os s . 'l i_e p r es ent a t i on s r   :r e mad e  

b} Gene r a l   p aAt Z. ..   .. -     .
  _  ,  

21 St

- - " - -   'ot h i n  t o r e p or t .
 -  

22nd

Nothin6 to report.

• ' 2
 

?, p l wr.e s t o o k o f f on a n we r  t he r h o p rni s s i o n t v N a n d S o f n ome , l t a l y .1 h e r e w  s n o L  A e : c o un t    r c , b o t }  j  i 1 ot s r e t u r n e d a s f     ..,,
24th & 25tih

Notning to report.

26 t h

3 p l anes t ook on rxn we a t he r hop r .i s s i on t o t he l:a $t Goa s t of'   s.r di n i s
ana we s t   oas t of' I t a l y . No Lnemy en count e r s . 'Phe p l ane s r e t ur ne d     .:;',; I J .  -:-   ol

. Ol i c e r H, l a  rl Qr t ook o  e r Lt . Co l , ' ' r ay Ke i t h po s i t i oa a s Cr ou p 
- Co "  d  ' .

27th

24 planes took off on e strafin  :nissiun te Kodoc A ll, Yrugoslevia. 'rhe
 nission was not completad due to baa v: eather conditione. 1 plane returned

_ e ar l y r n d t he r ema i n  r e t  ar ne d b l t v re en t h
 

  r s of 1515 end 1720 .
'     .     y i' . . .._ -L, ..,j   y ,28t   Oh

Notnin  to report.
29th

.
2 p l e n e s t v o k of r f on a n vre a t h e r h p p mi s s i c n n e e r I t a l i a r. c e ^ s t , 4  e n d S

of'  ome . No    i w as encountered .
both plar_es returned at 0930.
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'
'

   

•

30th

12 - P-38s took off at 0600 to patrol East of Bastia towards Cecina
liar i na . Due t o bad we at he r t he Fl g i r.t was f or ce d t o t urn ba ck f i v e or .
ten mfles S and E of Bastid. One plane returned early and the  emain-
der landed at 1100. 

lat October 1943

12 P-S8s took off at 0810 to escort
.
B-17s to Legh,orn, Italy. Due to a  

h eavy overcast the bombers turned back about 15 miles from the Target.
One ensmEy aircraft eighted but no contact was made. The Flight landed
at 1330.
Fi.e P-38e took

  oY
patrol Southern Sardinia. The Flight landed at

..    -. -De c i momannu A/ D   e   i g,ht and w4 ra  a l e rt e d f or pat r o l .

2nd
__._

One P-s8 blew nvse wheel tire and did not complete mission .rhich was
called off to patrol in Qiciaity of Decim omannu A/  e,n

d to coast of
Sar d i ni a t o Eas t  Sand Nort he as t . T7ro F-l i ght s ot ' t  no x hi pe e e ch pat r o i -
led for one hour e ih without encountering $ A although one unideat- 
ified A`C was Bighted. The Two F1¢;ghts raturned to base at Ste Yarie
du Zit from 0945 to 1006 hours. whiah were a4rborne at O?30 to 0740
houx  .

3rd
 

05b5 - 4 p 38s took off on a w aether hop to Leghorn, Ital r.  eather clear
ove r Sar d i n i a and CAYU over Le ghorn . Two 1  - 109s   rea e '  i ght e  i : hut  .it

he
E/A e4idently did not Bee the P-38a which were flying on the deck. The
Flight landed at 1030.

1320 - 1'2 :_
pr ;SBs t ook of f on a Se a Swe e p N1P of Bas t i a , Cor s i ca . Sev ea

enemy aircraft were aighted and during the encounter one 1  -109 was
destroye and two damaged. Tha E/A were carrying belly tanks which they
di d n ot

 
e t t i s oa dur i,ng t he eng age;: ent . The Fl i ght l e nded at 18Q5 .

r _s  <,    , ,
, ,  -   . 'i .

'   ,    _ . , •Y.- _ , ,
  /

' . .
   - '    , > ,'   -  , 4t h

    " r
`

• Sc uadron received orders to pack equipment for a move and IE  seven
Transport8 loaded with Squadron equipm+ent, seventy-se en enli$tad men and : .
s ev en of f i cer s l e f t be t   roen l ObS and 1200 hour s f or Gambut   5 . One oP
the Transporta lnnded at Bent$ni and proceeded to Gambut the follo ring
morning, the six having proceeded to the field without stop-over.
Twent y - f i v e of t he Sa  aadr on ' a P- 38s l e f t 5t e ldar i e du Zi t at 1 's 4 5 f or
Geunbut  3 . Two oP the A C turned back and txanty-three landed at,
Gambut   thinki.ng

it was  
. " ne  f the A/C hit a rock ile wbile

taxying and destroyed the a .rcra
ft when the landing gear

 
olded. 
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5t h

The Squadr ou ' s a i rc raL t pro ce ede d t o Gambut it5 f rnm  j2 and t he pc r sonne l s e t
up the equipment.    

 
 - - - - .. _ _

6t h

_ _    
  Nothing to report. ! "

7th

6 P-38s took off at 12U0 hours to escort a cunvoy of two cruisers s,n
d four

Destroyei•s. Ths flight patrolled over the c nvoy for tt irty minutes; two
g r o ups o f a p i t s we r e s i g ht e d c on s i s t i n,r; o f s i x p l en e s . The f l i g ht l ande d

at Yuletide at .1
60U hours and r twrned to base at 1800 .

A Second flight of ei ;ht r-38s took off to escort a convoy of two cruisere ar.d
four destroyers at 1400 ho ars and patrolled over the vicinity for thirty min-
 .ztes without in cident--landing at base 1730 hours.

Koy L.  uindt, Cpl., recaived 2nd degree burns vrhen a gasaline burner exploded 
which he had lighted in his tent. ,

8th

Eight r-38 s took off at 0905 to escort the convoy that was escorted the
precoading day by the Squadron . Two of the aircrai't returned early  nd eix

pa t r o l l b d ov e r t he c o nv oy f or t hi r t y - f i r e mi nut e s wi t h ou t i nc i de nt - - l au  d i n g
a t ba s a a t 1 33 5 .

Eight P-38s took off at 1230 to patrbl over the Ialand of Lero. Fl ght  re.s
f i re d upan by f l ak f r om S of Ne rak l i on A  D a.n d N of Le ro I s l   d . About si x
boats were sightad about 10 miles S of Lavindos Island going SE. The Flight
returned to base at 1625--one aircraft returned early.
The Squadron personnel are getting a fair idea of the des rt duat storma and
it isn 't to their liking. Al1 cvnversation.includes the apeaker s hopes of
another movement to better field,-all grip ing and all very ready to return
t o St e ]dar i e du Zi t f rom whi ch t hey we re ao anx i ous t o mov e . The f 1i ght s
which leave the field are directed to land at an alternate field if the base
is "dusted" in.
_.  

.
9th

The Squadro w oke up tnie morning to a dreary sky filled w ith dust and could
best descri

 
e the n ight of' sleep as just plain hell becQUS® of the filtering

dust . '
S

Another mission, xrich was to the Squadron just routine, took off to patrol
the convoy which the Squadron had been patrolling for the prenious two dsys,
at 1030 hours. The persoanel huddle togatna r in amRll bunches•-havi: , the
a t t i t ude t ha.t t hey wi 11 j us t have t o be ar t }ie di s c omf o rt s of t he Qie.aa r.t

.!
4
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(9th Cont'3)

until someone decides it better to move to an airdrome better for operations.
No ona see:ns to be greatly intereated in the reaults of the mission and in
fact have come to t: e point of believing that the missiona heve no worth and
reall,

  do not expect results. The attitude of the members of the Squadron
•   !!Ai=e went into a quick reveree whea  ajor Leverette and Lts. Sprinkle

and La Rua landed at 1930 hours to rnake the etatement that there had bean
action. The Squadron of aeven r-38s had ree.c

hed tze convoy, one P-S8 had

raturned early, tc find that the cruiser wa.s smoking as results of an air
attack. The seven r-38s climbed to altitude immediately and on the firat

orbit around t :e convoy sighted from twenty-five to thirty JU-87s coming    
i n t o at t ack t he conv oy . Under Maj or Leve ret t e ' s gui.di ng hand t he i a di'l `̀  ' r

_ 
'

Fi i ght of t he Squadr on we re di re c t ed t o st ay up as t op cov ar f or 1R  +be  
  '   `

.-
 

F l i ght whi c wa
,,

  go i ng i nt o at t a ck t he s upe r i o r n1. nbe r of a i r cr af t of t ha
one   r. As

 
  - f l i ght dove t o at t ack , a JU- 88 x h i ch was prev i ous l y un-

noticed by the Flight, oame diving in to attack the rear aircraft of the

• attackers. This JU-88 was finiahed off' in short order by the alert top
  cover and lePt the"attackers to go about their business. In the dog fights,

lasting approximately f te n minutes, fifteen JU-87s were Shot from the
s ekys by the attacking -` -Flight and the top cover had accounted for

anothsr JU-87 which brought the grand total to seventsen. The story of
  t hi s a  t i Qn we s brought t o a c l i max rrhe n Maj or 1 ev e re t t e made t he et at e -

ment that while closing to minimum range in order to destroy his sixth

victim that the aircraft had dived abruptly and he being unable to miss
the diving aircraft, .had hit it and that three feet of his right propellar
had sliced throuah the aircraft. The remaining four ahip.

'of the saven
s hi p

_
f l i ght w©re i n a b at ruh and woul d rema i n t her e ove r n i ght .

. , . , ,   '.       ` l Ot h
_f ,:     - - -

ke ce i ve d not i f i cat i on t h i s Alb t hat t he Squadron woul d r et urn t o St e 1Qar i e
du Zit. 1'his inf ormatinn was gladly xelcvmed by all con erned as it meatit
leaving the dust and sands of Libia.

llth   12th

Squadron packsd and vraiting for transportation.
13th  

First load of inen andequipm,ent left the field at 0700 to return to Ste
11[ar i e du Zi t . +

• Fi ve pi l ot s a s s i gned t o t he Squadron and wai t i ng at St e ]illa r i e f or i t s  ̀   . 
return. It is of intrest to note that the pilots have reached the Sguad-  

r on wi t h more f l y i ng hour s di f f e r ent f orms of c ombat t a ct i c s t han -
the ueusl replacements. '  D .

      ss   -    '
14th

 

 
12 1'-38s tovk off from Ste  iarie at 1020 hours to escort B-25s to Grosseto,
Italy. The bombing results were unobserved and the planes landed at base
at 1435 without incideitt.

1 5t h '

Newly assigned pilots took off on puactice flight to familiarise thea-   

selves with the surrounding territory ot' the base. '

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958

-
: '  _ .

   
 

. 3 
New pilots given inatructions and pointers of Dive Bombing and took off on
mission to practic®.

•
] 

,
t  } .

Nothing to report.

1B t y

Homer L, Sprinkle, 2nd Lieut,. ASN 0-74352? and Juliua T, Friend  Sgt, pSN
37056688, were killed when their plane crashed whie on local flight, The
crash occured about three miles Soutb of the Field  Ste Marie du Zit}; the

 cause undet e r mi ned. '; ., , :_  , :, - . , _. , n.
Bdaj or Barker vi s i t dd t he Squadron t hi s PM.  [a  or Barker was r ecent ]tiy succeeded
as CO by Ma or WiL11am L. Isverette, and is now asafatant to the Operations

. J  '•.'  .-.-
  '

_
    _y_/ : ' ,

IOf f i cer of 12t h F eed

 

_ Homer L, Sprinkle, 2nd Zt,, g  5 4'; and Julius T, Friend were buried in the
Amer i asn Cemet  ry i n Tu

_
ni s , Nort h Af ri ca . T14a   ec®ased-wes e ki 11eQ  when t hei r

c  -about t hre e   i:]. e a-Sout h -of t he Fi el d at I 520 h durs   Oct ober
  --19, 3, Yemo al Services were held by Rev. Johpson, Captain  Group Chaplain 
at 1730 hour s, (  .',   .. , .  .,    ,   -   , . _ 20th

r

12 P-3$s took off at 1050 hours to eacort B-17s to to Marcigliana & Casale
  , ,   .   -..•  ,   ,

Lf Gs   One P- 3g r e t ur ned ear l y and e l ev en compl et ed t he mi s s i on wi t h out
:
,,,
  ncident, Bombing resulta unobserved. Plane landed at 1540 hours.

' I Li eut e nant s Ti nde l l , Wi l he l m  Ty l ar  , Towwt3s end , Tat um  St ahl and
. Si mmer man

  assi ned to the Squadron.
 

 
 

12 P-3$s took off at Obl 5 haurs to escort B-17s which wee to bomb the RR
Viaduct at Terni  Italy, Two of the escort returned 'early, Two   -109a

• were sighted--one of which rnade a pass at the escort but the other did not

approach the formation. The bombing results w css-not specifica ly visi le

     but target area thaught to be .ell covered. Six of the P-38s
returned at 1215 a  four landed at Decimmomannu LfG , thkee:  etuTning  to the
t 3.e

l d
_a

t h l at e r hour and one r emai ned at t he L/ G f or re
_os i r s of t he no s e

wheel strut and shart in electrical system.
• 2 hd ia a L Ro be r ti F . .  Ba e t t g e r ;  4  -? 4 8 8 9 Y  :  cri d -a  a P:ir.i  n K .   l s t tion , 0 - 7 4 8 9 3 3 v  a , 

' 

assigned to the 5quadron .

;.
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  \   --
24nd
.- .-  

12 r-38s took =:ff at 1 25 hours to escort $-25s which were to bomh the RK
Bridges at Grosseto,

ltaly. Target area observed to be weii covsred xith
bombs. A dinghy  ras sighted containing several m en which was thougnt to
be l o ca tad about 4  5 mi l e s due Eas t of t he Gu12' oi ' Gr o se i . A eubma r i ne

' s i gh t ed about sev ent y mi.l e s Ea st of t he Nort h t i p of Sardi ai a r hi ch qu i ckl y
subm8rged. P1Rnes landed at base 1i,2  hours.
Squadron in1'ormed that a part of the Air Eshelon and pilot would proceed
t o   ogg i a A  D and pre sume opar at i on e f r om t hat bas e Yor an i     t e t i me .   , _ ,
Lieutenanta Wayne L. Blue, 0-729307, Harry C. Crim , 0-fi5yEi69, Robert E.
Gardner, 0-729ss's and Kobert D .  eel, 0-?24100, lei't the Squadron after
havi completed Yiz'ty combat sorties. The Squadron personnel very much
regr

a
'
 
ted seeing theea pilots leave as Lt. Cri a and Gardner are the last

of the original pilots to ,
have leYt the  tates with the Squadron.

2 

5eventegn mechanics and two ground  fficers left field for Foggia A D at
1U25 hours, and 23 pilots proceeded to Foggia at 13'S5 hours.

- 2 4 t h
'

i
  o   3 

e
A

t̀
o

bk o i 'f a t l OS S hou r s t o e s c o  •t B- 1 7 a t nd H- 2 4 s o ut o i ' t ha
Southern tip oY Germany . The bo :cbers were tc bomb the  esserschm itt
i 'a c t o ry a t Wi ®ne r be u s t a d t , Ge r a a r y , but wa r e una bl e t o f i nd t he t a r g e t
because of' a layer of' very lox cmouds which made the target aroa corn -
pletly inQiaible . Planes landed at Foggin A/D at 1430 hours.

Th i s 1  i s s i o n    
ma r k s a Re d 1•e t t e r d ay f o r t he S qua d.Mon a s i t i s t ha f i r s t

misaion over Germany --the objective of' all operation s.

2 5t h

Twent y - t wo of' t he Squadron A  C r e t u r ne d f rom r'oggi a A  D at 1 55U hou rs .
The r3maining two A C are to return at a later data.

26th

 
Eignt oi' tha newly assigned pilots toak off on a practice dive bombing
mission under th® supervision of some oY the eTperienced pilots.

' 27th
r

Two practice mission flow p•dive bombing and strafing.

28th
  r t-•  

.J _RJ--I'r act i ce mi s s i on f 1owa by t he u    pe  r#e nca  pi 1ot s s c t ha t t hey mf ght
become batter acyuainted with formation flying.
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29th .
  

,
Twelve  121 r-38s took oYY at U850 hours to escort B -17a to bomb

;
 the V " ea  - 

wo r k s a t 'Po r i no ,
It a l y . Two o f t he Y- 3 Bs r e t ur ne d e e r l y . The   1'  e  e l YYo r k s

• r.ot bombed due to overcast at target and the t wn of Genoa, an alternate,
was borabed. The results ot'bombing unobserved by the esuort. At approx-
imately 1230 ho rs, Flight Ufficer Rigis JeYi'ries, T-6y4, and 2nd Lieut.
Ldmund A . Tindell, U-746223, reported to tne 5auadron Leader that they wera
returnin  to base as one of' the A C nad an engine cutting out. These pilots  

UI1l9 GI-ted from that riour. The remaining eiaht P-38d returned to the base
at 174U hours havin ; first landed at Decimome nnu, 5ardlnia, before return-
ing to base.

30t h

12 P- 38s t ook of f at 084 5 hour s t o e s cort  3- 17s t o bomb Bal l Be ar i ng  Yor ks
at Toriao. Italy . Six of the Squadron A C developed miacellaneous high
altitude troubles and returned after a short tima--three more xere forced to
return when about ten i4iles from the coast of Italy , and the three remaining
A C also returned as there rrere too Pew P-38s to participate ae eacort. The

_ flight was ldawn1 at 1425 hours.- ,
Flight Ufficer Reg :e Jefferies and 2nd Lt. Pdmund A . Tindell returnedto baee.
The T ro Pilots were unreported after mission of 89 Uatober 1943. The t o
ahips had set down at Ajaccio A D due to engine troubie and were foreced to
remaia over night before returning to base.

31st
 

I2 1'-38s took off at 1030 hours to eBCOrt B-25e to Civitavecchia, Italy.The e s co rt ob se rv e d many bomb t o h i t i n t he areaof t he ha :•bor i net al l a t i onB
and it is believed that oil etora •e taaics Rere probably blown up as much black
smoke v ras sesn . The Flight tetuzned ut 1435 hours xithout incident.

lst November 1943

T renty-one of the Squedrons P-38e took off at 1445 hours earoute to Foggia
  3 L  G vrhe re t ney are t o reraa i n f or a n i ndi f i na t e pe r i od . Two bf t he P- 38 s
rsturned to the baae due to engine trouble.

•

•
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-

, .

3rd

16 P-38s rst ,rnedto this base from Foggia  3 L G between 1645 and 1710 bours
Thr ee pl ane s rema i ne d at i oggi a . 

4th

Ttro .of x.b®.a hrs e rema in i ng s hi pg at Fo ggi a rat ur ne d t o home ba s . .

5t h
.-

12 P-38a took off at 0850 to escort Bombers to bomb the Ball flsaring Factory
in Northern Italy. The flight had  sut became airvorne when the mission was
called off due to weather conditions.

A Flight of tvrelve shipa wera alertea for a Div Bombing Yission but was called
off due to weather conditiona.
The lnst remaining ships at Foggia  j•3 L G returned to this baae.

6th
•

8 i'- 38 s t ook of f at 0 940 hours t o f urni sh f i ght er s . cort t o bomb t h. RR Br i dge s
South of OrYieto, Italy . Several near misaes obsen ed by the escort. Flight '
landed at 1435 hours xithout incident.

7 

Yission schedueled at 0940  0 0959 haurs for 24 planes but call.d off  u. to
weather conditions. . '

8th
 

Twenty-three i'-38s took off'to escort H-1'Ts which Rerd to bomfl the Ball BearingWorks at Torino, Ttaly. Tne escort turned back at Imperia, Italy, due to part
of t he A  C hav i n g engi ne s cut t i ng out and 1,_w on f ue l . Two of t he A  G re t urned
ee•rly, e even returned at 1 20 and ten returneu at 171A hours.

9t h

12 f-38s took off at 080b hours to esccrt H-17s to Bolsano, Italy. Three of ths  A C returned e rly and nine were forced to turn back at Brescia, Italy, due to
gas .    =•i ir • oi ' t he Af C r et$ rqed a t   630 hour s . 2ad Lt o , ki char d G. At cki s on ,
0740335, s YQ. Smi t h , 07363 : 3 , Dav i d A. Vann , 07 3fi 422 , and Fl i   ht Of f i ce r
Regis Jeffries are missing but are believed to be landed in 3ardinia.

lOtn
 

_ Eleven P-38s took off at 0715 to escort B-17s to bomb I Ft Yards at 9olsano,
Italy. The F'light ran into bad  reather and wero f rcod to turn back o.er the
Gulf of Orosei, Sardinia. The Flight landed at 1120 hours.

Lieutenants Atckison, Yarm , and F 0 Jeffries returned to base. The three' ships

we re f ore e d dovru t o re f ue l i n A  acc i o , Sa rdi ni a and rema i ne d •:t he re ove rn i ght .
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i

llth
_

Not hi nk t c  rpport .

12th

Re ce i ve d wo •d t hi s AM t hat l st Lt , i homa e  ti'. Smi t h was aaf e i n Aj . c c i o ,
Cursica. L+„ ;;mith was un-reported after participatiag in a i -17 escort

mi s ai on t o i  ol   ano , I t a l ja, 9 Nov embe r 1y4    .
Lt . 5m ith roturned to bs s- at 1600 hour s and had quite an intereeting at  sy
to tell of his ditching   is Pircraft and his f'ri6htful eaperience of txying
to srrfrn into the shore without su staining injuries from the rough , horeline--
a z d cf h i s e v e nt ua l l y r e a ch i n g Al l i e d   'o r ce s t h r o u  ,

h t he a i d of t he a a t i v e :
o f' Co r s i c a .

13th

Nothing to report.

14 t h

! Not hi ng t o re pc:r t .

15th

Nothing to report.

16th

Twelve P- 8s took off at 0810 hours to escort 3-26s to S.loa A O,
Fr.nce .

The  'libht wa.s contacted by radio shortly after becoming airborne and

ordered to return to base .

Twe l v o t'- 3 2  s t o ok o f f a t 10 1 5 h o u r s s.x
d pr o e e e de d t o S a r d i a i s whe r e t he y

were to re .
dezvoue w ith the t3ombers. The dembars ha3 already left but

the Eecort picked them up on the way into the coast . About t.velv. W ar
5 .zi ps we r e se a n i n do c k a t To u l o n il a r bo r . 5 ome bo mb s t r i ke s we r e e . e s

 ,t v  ,
}    v e h i t on t he e dg • o f t h e f i e l d l  u t mo st h i t e . ave r e un ob se r v e d . .

ti bout i'orty radial engine en  r.r,b aircraft were over the target area but

o n l y t wo e ne my a i r c r . i 't ma de pa s s e s a t t he bombe r s , a n d t+i3s  T e
  s . The ene   y   a i r cr s f t wer e very unaggre s s i ve and d i d not

attempt to eng.gP the r'ighter$ in combat. Seven of the Y-38s returnec 
t o bas o at 1 74 5 r.our s and f i v s l andcd i  a. L' l ma s - =whs ra t hey we re t o remai a
ovzr aight.

•

..

.
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.

_   _. 17t h

A br f . f i ng t i m e was f or 0?00 hours but t he mi  ¢s i oa was ca l l ed of f .

2ad Lts. H.ac:eck,  Yesley C. 0-d02027, Harrow ,  .ck K. 0-799174, S$iich,Andrs w S . 0- 80134 9 , and k'  Os Gi nde r , Al be rt ll . T- 6 1063 , St e f f e s , Sy l ve s t er P.  
T-61055, Sull•

f w .,
Kenneth U. T-16b120 and White,  ' illism 0. T-60970 wsne

.  s s i gned t o t h i $ Squadr o t
.
- 18th

Newly s ss
igasd pilots iastructed fa Yormr,tion fly:ag asd took off oY two eight

sh i p f l i gh t a t o praot i c . .

15th

A t  re l ve sh i p f l i ght aad t hr . Q s par s s t ook of f s t 0955 h our e t o e aeo rt d- 17r
to bomb ai A D in Istrse Le Tub.,  'rance. Ths  'light was ooatacted by r.dio
shortly a.fter beaom:.ng a:rborae aad ordered to retura to bas...  
A t t . .i n i ng mi es lb r i n f ormat i os f l ysi ae , a i v e bomb i a g aad st r af i ng
flowa by the newly aasigsed pilota under the guiding haad of the 5qu.droa s
• x pe r i eYCe d pi l at s .   '

t'
r

  20th
 

l  a j or J oha G.  3r i ght r e t urnedt o zhe 14t h   'i ght e r Group . laa  or Br i ght pss t i c i pat ed
i i R n- 1?   ;ec ort h i as i o a t o b   mb Yi t e rbo• Al ll , I t . l y , 30 Augus t 1943,   j1e dovs t o
attack sx   A which was Plying beasath the 5 uadroa formatioa a.a

d wr_s aot sesa
aEter this actioa. Th. tail had broke away from Ya or  right   aircraft whil• •ia the dihiag attack a ad hs b  ed out ..ad bscam. .  captive of tas Italiaisfor a period of thirteem daye at which time h. waP relezs.d.  ie re.ched the
i l l i s d For ce s b f• Cl  os   i ag t h r nugkl G. rman he l d t e r r i t oyy dre s s e d i a c i v i l i aa
cloth.s.
The newl y  a s s i gne d   i l ot s pr act i aod di v e bo  b i n g , st raf i ng and f crms t i on f l y i ng .

  21st

B h i   h al t i t ude pr oct i ce mi s s 3.on was f'l own con s i s t i n g of ; we l v e ehi p s t o accu st om
the 4n-experienced gilots to the conditiona af high Altitude flying.

.
22nd

S i x t es n :'- 38 s t ook of f s t 103 5 hvur e t o e acor t 2  - 17 s t o bomb t he Subme t i ne Pe na
  at Toulon,  'rance. On the route to tha target, the t3ombers started circling

of f t he NiP t i p of $ar di n i a and t he Ps c or t , wh i l e f o l l ow'i ag t hem, ende d up   e st
of the ( u1f af Oristano .nd returnad to basa at 132  hours. It appeared that the
BoT. ers were circling in order to try and find a hols in the raeather front but

_
• part of tham  ettiaiottiad their bombs.

 

.
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Eothing to report.
24t h

r

Ztirelve planes took off at 0940 hours to esaort B-l7s to bomb the Submarins
Pene at Toulon,  'rance. 5pecific resultB xere not obaerved by the 1'rscort but
tr o pilotB sax  ombs dropping into the target area. The Flight returned to
base at 153b hours vrithout incident.

25t h

&ix planes took off at 0900 houre to eacort a PBY on an  ir 8ea kescue 1Lisaion.
The Flight ran iato a waather front e.nd three of the 4ircraft returned to baes
bet .een 1125 haure and 1415 hours, without reaching tha rendezvous point. The
t hre e rema i n i ng t i r craf t l ande d at Cag l i a ri

. 
Sar di ni a , at whi ch t i m e oa o of

t he a i r cr af t br oke a no s e xh. e l aad i s t o rema i n t he r e f or re pa i r s .   ro , of

the three which landdd at Cagliari, returned to basa at 161b hour .

"Thankagiving day" did not paas without recognitioa in ths traditional old

wa  ae all personnsl recelved a goodly porportion of tasty turrey and cranberry : •
aauc.j erhich waa greatly •n oyed and appreciated by all concerned.

26th

Tw. l v e P- 3 8 a t o ok oFf at 0910 hour a t o • s cort B- 17a t o bomb t h. 1Lar aba l l i ag
Yarde and Bridg. at 8imini, Italy. After the bombing run is coetpl.ted, th.
8scort ia to land in Foggia to refw l if necesaary befor• returning to base.

z?_

Te n o f t he ai r c r a r t , * h` t h t oo k o Pf a t 2 6 0 9 1 0 t o e e co r t B- l 7 s t o bo  nb g i mi n i

R1  Yarda and Bridge retu rned at 1220 houra. The escort chased #s.n;,vr txelv.

s ne   r ai r c r a i 't away x h i ct  a t t e mpt e d t o a t t a c k t he Bombe r a . The e ns my a i r -

cr a Yt rre r e v e r y un a g g r e a s i v e 'a nd d i d n ot a t t . mpt t o at t a c k t he Es o o r t . The

only bomb striYea v iaibl• hit in the sea . On the return route.y.
the E soort

r aa i a t o a we a t ha r f r on t o r f t h ©     I t i p o   ' S l c i l y , eo r e t ur ns d t o Pa l e r mo

where they stayed the n ight . TRO or the aircra.r'
t remained in FaL rmo--

atuse un-deternined .

28th '  +

g i Pt e  n  of  . t h  :38 q  s  rdn ' e 't i r ar af t   4nd t wo bor rowe d f rom t ne 48t h Squadr on
took off .t 0730 houra snrout. to Algi.rs Rhere they are to De baesd   il.

on Con.oy Patrol.
One P- 8 raturned ehortly after becoming airborr.e.

'
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(zgth co t a)

The F l i   ,
ht o f S i x t a aa a i r c r af t wh i c i: t c o k o i '  A;  ̂7 3 0 l a nd    i a t 0 94 Q a t ii:a i s o n

}31a r1c:Y.u . Gnv F l i g ti+ o f ' s a va n s n i ps t o o k o  f a t 14 3 J Nic. s r s t a pe t r   l f r o m I s l e
.o i' T :c  n o r c a t o t ii i r t y r,±i Z:  s o a s t . : l- e r l i   ;n t   a t r o l l a d f'o r t t

.r a e anci u.  a - a  .l f
  ii o ur s wi t l ,o ut' i   c:  ::ar t   - l a nd i n  ; u t 1 dCJ .

  '. s a c c r.
u F l y

 
i :t t u o ?r   i 'i '   .±

1 4 5 0 t c l   . t r o l b :  t w d a t:   p a i n a n ci I u l e o f i i z e .i :. r i; 3 If!E'_S t   C    1 Sa i i1 ; 5 C}̀.  : G?'t  r S 1ti'i t ft vih i t a S$ 1 1 w t3 r e 6 1
 ;

i 1t L'  1 . 110 Flt i :  r 6 1   }1t 1 :; 
w e i' e t  :Aci a a n u F l i b h t l a r.a a d a t 1 7 5 Q w i t i. o u t i n c i d e a t .

? ' +1.

Twc 17 a r - 3 c>  r c; t a r na d f r ola ix:a i s on   l an c ne a t 12 4 0 }-, our s - - t ilr e   r   t u rne d py 1 5 1 3
}:o ur e a na on e r ar,.a i rl e ci at I::r  i s un u l an c :  a due t o e n   : r.a Ea i l ur a .

  tu

A F l i  ;'r t o i ±we l v s s }ii ps t o o k o 1'i ' a t OL 1 5 t o e s c o r t :  - 1 7 s t   i,   mu SuumAr i : a Ye n s
a t 1.:a r s u i l l   ,; , F r Hr.c 9 . Ttie 1 l i  ,

h t wa   o r :i  . r F   .-
1 t n rd   ,  r n t o ise_s e s ti o r t l •:  a f t a r

b o c    :.̂.
: r.e a i r u   r na .

V

lst  acamber ?943
•

Twe l v e p l a na s t o o k o f 'f ' :  1 0 0 5 r.uur s t o e s c o r t i  - 1 ' s vrj,i c}i uo be ' fi t:   rsa la 1
tsc  a r i n b Yi o r a t To r i na. , ' I t p l y . Gn e pl a ne r   t ur ne d e a r l y An a ar. r e t ur na d  ' ba t we e r, 1 b3 C ^r.;.

3 0 'r,i
'our s . L̀n  i Lt . F'r a n k 0 . ito o ks a i .: r_u

+' a t a r r. bu t 'r,e l o i v  ; a

___
t _ av e l s  u .:a ,i a t E1 t o r a f'u fs l .   'n a F l i  ;n t wa s nia.da w '   . u t : n c i a c  :c c .
r "

_ _
-

__ _
. i e  e d-   ct or. : u: ' i c e r r o c e ;  de d t o b i   e r t Gw•Yer   t Y:e  e -r e` t o   . . : '

. . e
qo  r a i n     o at s - a  tr ut a.

t c I t  a l y .

 nd

1'e n r - ' 8 s t.uo k o f f a t 0 5 3 5 l. aa r s t o e s   ., r t u - 17 s t c,   omu Sudr:a r i nv F'  n s e t
• ir:a r s a i ] l a , 1'r lAu c e ;   G  ',  

  i, r a t u rr_e a
.;a r l y .  3c.;_:  i.no r ;; s tya t wa a un o lrs e r v du .On e un i i 'unt i _̀'i a d L    : s i   h t u.i   K. Li   i;t s iii ps r  l rn e a    J+,we   :i 1   : .

0 _
a r.u

16 4 0 ho u r s .
  2   ;  Lt , r'r  an k u . ko o l;; r a  u r ne c: t o   ia s a i 'r :..a i s   n :, l a n c 'r.a .J  - it u1'I'i CLr Ar:'' o :e h    nd r e u H..: a t ;. i M+ r   n l l   t <, : n,e n  +t n_H  t e v i N t r µc ks Rnd

 
 
j °.. n ŷ S :"." r   la; ',. ;; t • U 1 B r t 9 O!  ,

t : .  ; i 1 r S t l   ; v o : + l i c'.
t l"_ '-.

 
. c  1   .8

1
.   t   '7 J U 21 i .' lt V - (i a d

U  t a e p e r s Un .r_
l e i ' l  o r t a l   4 ti T,'iB Cl r S t l I l +t .

i Ull A r r   U l ll b

 

  2        
.   r EI ;

.T'. , ',T... ,.
F !l 1 t7 i . l ,

t  .' f' t :i ;_i t1   I1  ' Q S 1 P.'l
l l (1 ['  

b r Ul ' v
  at : P (: }: li '1   1 @8 S   'x __  . i   ,: T iv T i .:    p   s  r l ' i . i r ip-

i z_ -, . fi 1'r i c a yn  : t.?.  :
    r `-t   av  n  :y's U1 ! _ s  ; r   L1 G .;X1 T-  »  ;4 on f .u  t 1.   .

11 '  
1- . n   t .. l ,fa r bQ.
yr

3r d

1
A m  s s i un    o , s c h ua l e c: " o r 0 '   2 ^ h o u r s t c e : ;;,; r t   - 1 7 s t .- 5   m':  I' 1 Ft10 !'rp li',e :  „    

/
L ,.

a   l y , bu t  mi s s i y wa s c a l l e d o i f b  , I o r e t a k a o i f t i me .Z    -' o   ''ur t y -r. i m    r , i uc   --a -t - }.  -1.-;-      r a - +   i ze r t e .•

  '  
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 -
lst D.o. Trvdlve planea took oPf at 1005 howrs to escort H  s which bombed
t ie B Beari  orke et Torino, It 1 . Oae lane returneil  earl and ten  a Y P Y
r e t urnec: bet we an 1530 and 1530 hour s . 2nd T.t .  ' r ank U. Rook s di d not   

, return but is believea to have 1Rnded in Elmas to rafuel. The Flight was
- mnde without incident.

2nd De c . . Z'en Y- 38s t ook of f at 0 935 r o u s t o e s cor t B- 17 s t o bomb Submar i ne  
ens at Yarseilla, Fr4nce, Two 1 /C returned ea.r

ly. Bombing results were ua-
obssrved. One unidentified B  A sighted but did not approaoh farnation.
8ight shipe returned 5etween 1520 and 1640 hours.
i iOL Lt . Rooka r e t urned f rom mi ae i on oi' 1 Hs c . 18 4 3.

A part oY the adv<naed ground echelon, whicY ras originally schedueled to
leava 3rd Dec., departea at 2215 hours enroute to btzerte.

3r d De c . • Yf s e i oa was s che due l e d f or 0 920 hour s t o e s cort B- 17a t o bo nb
  Ri  an'  o  omano AfD, Italy, but the mission was called off bePare take off time.

The emafnder of the advanced echelon departed 
for Higerte. !1 -

 
1

- .    ;  . . , .  ' .Zi   X
The l i v i ng c ondi t i ons 4nat he : b tv oneo     ®t   i p  va eant as t hey ws r e

 
back in Ste Yarie du Zit and the rain, mud a d pup tents, deing so similiar,

, brought back unpleaeant memorias oi'arriving in bi. Afriaa and the first tew
days of miaerable exist}noe on Yud gill in St. 8arbe.

4
-

t h De c _ Not h i ng t o r
-
e
 
po

•
r t i n St s Yar i e du Zi t . -

The gr ound e che l on,; . b i   aoua c  d ' i n 8 i s er t e , epent t he day i n l e i sur e aa d  aost
of the personnel attended ehax8 in tE e evening.

bth Dec. $evan P-38s took ofi'e.t 066s houre to procsed to 8eng,
haai  here -

t hey are t o cont a ct t hre e C- b4 s , car ry i ng 1're s i de nt Roo se v e l t and St af f ,
aad are t o e s cort t hem t o T  , ni s .

In bi ouac are tn pizerte, ti3e personnel were aroused tor an early loavs
to.board L.S.T. boats fo: Italy. The boata pulled away fra® doak8 at 1620
hour8.

.
6th Dec. Psrsonnel aboard boats  8route to Italy had a two houra alert w en

 
T  the esoorting Ysaeela detected a aubma.r

ine but this Rlert xas the only thing
to mar an en oyabls llediterraa an cruise. _   "      '̀ '
7th Deo. The

+

ee e6 a P-38e,

,
ich lett at 05066b enroute to HeagYasi where

they were to piak up three C-b s oarrying the Yrasideat of the D,S. aad  
Staff, returaed to base at 1645 hours. Oaly eix of the P-38s Gecorted t2 s

  C-54e which follo.ed the aoastlins until reaching  unis where all thrss
landed ssfely 0  P-35 dfd not partioipat. as an escort due to a flat aoae
whe l atrut.

 
v C-- [ ,r
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?th Coat'd The Convoy,   a  pngting the ground echelon, arrived in  iaples Harbourat 10 35 ho .  r s , lmav i ng l e f t Bi   er t e a t 16 20 hour s , 6 8e eember 194 3 . Lunch wa s erte
a boar d sh i p and t hti n pe r sonne l

. iw.r che d t o ar e  t   2 vrhe re t ruck s 4  ea car r i e d t hemto G.I.L. Coll ;,
io Ciano Tondazione Del Baaco Di Aapoli.

8th Dsc. First group lei't th.
 
ollags at 1500 hours via trucks aad arrived at  oggia 7 L G at 0146 hours. The rsmainder of the personnel are to be moved from

- the  ̀ollege in Naples as soon as traaa w rtation is abailable.
9th Dee Remainder of the pertonnel arrived 2'rom Naples and the day was spent
ee t t  i ng up t ent s and ca pp ar e a .T7bg

10 De o . No act i v i t y a t 8 t e Yar i e du Zi t whe r  s t he l  i r e che l on i s ax a i t i ng f e w t he m,cyeNoh g t o r e port f'ram Foggi a .
11 Dec. The 8quadroa's aircraft took off froa Bte lfarie du Zit enroute to 8oggia.at1400 uroh s. Upon reachfng Ita1y, as it .ras very hazy, the aorrect field could not belooatsd and the Flight attempted to land at Foggia  -3 at wilich time Lt. Hanna'a air-oraft was deatroyed rh.n he hit a roll of matting which wae rolled up in the midaleof t hs r umray . Lt . Haa na x a s urt3 n,

jure d .
The t hi r d ground e che l on l e f t 9 t e Yar i e du Zi t f or Bi ze rt e .
12th Dec. Six transports took off at 0800 hours from Ste Yarie du Zit loaded Ritha r echeloo personnel and equipment landinR at Foggia  -7 L G wt 1230 hQurs._ __-   -13th Dec. Pereonnel   ent the da,y setting up abailable equipment in preparationor act ve oporatione.

14th Dec. 16 P-38s took uff at 0746 hours to escort B-17s to boemb I ieusis A D,thens, Greeae. About 15 or 20 E A (ME-109s) aighted NB o! gleusis and • feR
of t hem at t a  ked t lze Homber s . One of t he at t a cker a was de s t r oy e d by Ya   or Lev e r -ette The Squadron suffered no losses or damages. The eixtaen P-388 eonpleted themi es i  

 
Q

 .. (-Q. G
  at' y t o ba s rs at   30

The l a at of t he Squadran pe r s ana e l l e   't S t e lda i e du Zi t enr eut e t o Bi zs r t e .
15 Dec. Sixteen P-38s took off at 0860 hours to escort B-17s t o bomb Inasbruck

r s hai l i ng Yar d 6. Trwo r - 3t; a r e t,urnen ear l y . About t hi r ty puf f s of f l ak shot upmear Sacili, Italy, on the return trip but none of the Sc uadran ai,rcraft weredwaage d . No eneaqr a i r cr af t .rer e s i ght e d . 8 pe c i f i c r e s ul t e o r •rhe bombi n  w s no t
obsorved but many boYnbs seen to drop in the general target ares. Fcurteen F •38scomplated the misaion and returned to base at 1620 hours.
l6th Dso.  'ifteen P-38s took off at 10()b hocrs to escort B-17s to bomb Padova RR
ar s, Itnly. Approximately 20 YE-109s very aggresaively attaeked the eacort  ustaft .:r going in over the coast, south and rest of Lake Yeneta. Three of the P-38ereturned xhen attaoked aa th s belly tanks eould not be released. Oae MB-109 xasde s t r oy e d by Lt . - Pau l H. Wi l ki n e vrh i l e tl s suf i 'e r e d t he l o s s of one P- 38 and t wo

erere damage d . Ths P- 38 v rhi ch was l o st wa s pi l ot ed by Bugene N. Pi t re , Jr . , 0- 7490 b1 ,2nd Lt . None of t he aeembe r s ot' t ha Fl i ght s a  t he sh i p hi t by B  A f i re but f i r s t 
moticed it going down in a steep dive and making a gradua l tura.   even P-38sned at 1430 houra. , ,

 
 , 

 
     

 
Lt . Pi t r e a a e v s r

    v/ 'v""̀  ̀"  •bot h t oy o f i e r a and ea l i s t ed me n
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• egre e the news that ho w s lost   'many lona
and daagerious missions, Lt. Pitre is the i irst pilot lostc

 
ue to enesqy action 

aince 31 August 1943.

l at Lt . Cha r l e s W. Herr al l , 0 - ?3778 3 c ompl e t e d f i i 't y mi s s i ona.
  17 & 18th Dec.  Tothing to report.

19th Deo. 16 P-38a took off at 103b hours to rendesvous with B-17s and 24s
af t or t hey comp]le t ed t he i r bomb run on Au g sbur g Ye ss e r achmi t t r act or y . The
Homb.rs were met before re4chiag the designated rendexvoua point and eacorted
bsck without iacident.

20 Deo6 8futeen P-38g, one o  vrhich returnod varly, eacorted t3-17s to oomb
leuaia  /D, lthena, Greece. dbout t.a or twelve YE-109s attempted to attacl[
the Bombers .rhile in the target arsa. The E ecort dived on attackera anddeetroyed two of them--one by Lt. Kenneth L . Stahl e.nd one

 
ichard D. Nil-helm. T}s. Squadron euffered no loasea or damges but one B-1? was eeen to go do 

aad a aecond one whiah was smoking badly xas believed to bs lost. Fifte.n
of the original aixteen P-38e completed the misaion and ret'd aafely to base.
let Lt. barry T. Hanna oompleted fifty mission.

• 3 ZX  C The ae c ond and t hi r d ground e che l on t o l ea4 s , S t e lsar i e du Zi t ; r hi ch
wrer- -- ouaced in Bizerte, boarded L.S.T. boats in Bis.rte Barbor.

 
21 Dec. A P-38 xas seriously damaged xhen Lt. Steffens dropped hia air-
ara t in i'rom about twelve feet,xhen landing from n routine practice mission,and blew a nose wheel tire. iNhen he bouncea , he cirolsdt he f i e l d a  d rir  n he l ande d t he se cond t i me t he no se whee   gat e aw. y aad t he

,
aircraft akiddsd to a atop on its noae. Lt. 6teffens wan unin ured.
The last echelon to leaQe Ste W  rie du Zit boarded L.S.T. boats and left the
8is rte Harbor 4t 1200 houra enroute to Italy.

22 D.c. Nothing to report..__._._.__
23rd Dec. The Squadron peraonnel rYhich Doardod boats on 20 and 21 Dec.1943cked in Naplea Harbor.

 

24th Deo. Part of the personnel arrived from Naplss at 1600 hours aad the
remainder are to follow ae soon 4s transportatioa is available.

•

•
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ZS 13ec. 16 P-38s t..k eff at lUOb h.urs t• escert i3-17s te bemb belz  e
' Ma r s ha l l i ng Yar ds , , I t s  l y . Tl e v ea,be r ;e Yl . w a b. u t 2 4 mi nu t e s . Ye r l an d

Yr . m c . a s t • i ' I t a l y an d t z e n ma de a r i gnt t ur n a nd f 'l  sw o . a t but du e t i
A eslid •vercast they did n.t fi nd the t r get And tihe esc.rt returned di-
rectly te Svse--laadi tg at 1345 h.ure. On lrxdin  , tw• Y-38s were dAm-
a g c n whe a e .  , r wn   f f t n e e r d e i ' t he r   invray an d ar_. t he r t a x i e d i nt e i t - -
cuttixg the radder .tf ao.Ye the atauiliz rr and aama i  the wiag ef' the 
• t h e r . •

A fine turkey dinner was served to all which was appreciated, but the
feeling we s nearly unanirnous that it xas the worst Christmas ever. Idany xeat
to midnight Mass e nd eervicea during thP day a.t, Camp and Sen Severo.

26 DPC. tiothing to report.

2? De c . The rem.e i.nde r of t he pe rs onne l whi ch docke d i r. ? ̀ e p1e B 23 ll e c;embe r ar -
rived at 1645 hours.

28 De c . 16 Y- :  6s t ook of'f' at U94() hour s t o e s cor t is- 17s t o oomb Ve r ona   a.r eha l l - i ng Yards , I t a l ,,  , mtVO 1'-   8e re t urne d ea r ly c ue t o r.+ec h zn i c al t r oub l e . The
Bombera aid not ;borab Verona due to a solid overcast, but on their return tript hs y bomioer t h-  ai t e rne t e t ar6e t ,     i n i ni . Four t e en s hi ps l anded at 1345 hour s
without incident.

  2 9 De c , l o i' -   8 s t o o k oi 'f a t 1 Q4 0 ho ur s t o e s c o r t k3- 17 s t o bo rnb :  a bg i o   ti l i e .One r,lane returned early . Throe string o1' bombs were observed, one hitting
short of town, one in th: to vn , snd one beyond the town . The bombers qlso bombed
Iti.mi a i o n t ha way ou t . 1 4 p l a ne s r e t ur ne d t o Ba s e a t 1 5 1 5 ho ur e .

:50 ll e c . 15 Y- 3E s t ook oi 'i' a t 1J Z0 hour s t o e s cor t B- 17s t o bomb J e rona b;ar s hal l i ngYa One  lane returned early. Twanty-five D48-109s were seen 20 miles of'1 th®
coast cast oi'kavenna. Two stPrt,ed to make e pass at the c3ombers but climbed back
uP into formation.  ae to gas getting low the P-36s di;:t not go into the target.14 planes landed between 14 0 hours and 1a 0 hours.

3 1 . Le c . P. ho l i day wa s de Cl e_r e d f o r t orn o r r o     and s ome Ol d Uv o r h i l t wa.s
P,v e i l a b l e

the pilots proceeded t  do a lit le celebrating . Some of the enliated men had
pa o t i e s i n t he t e nt s b u t o n t h e who l e i t

, rra s a v e ry qu i e t :Ve w Ye r  r ' L   ;v e . 1 t
mi dn i   ,

h t a nt i - a i r c r af t a nd r.  c h i ne g un s br o ke .
l o o s e but i n a f e w mi n ut e s e v a r y -thing wa.s quiet ar.

d 1 +44 waa ushered in which all hoped would sae the end oi' tha
war i   urops and their return to the United States.

!

i
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Not h i ng t o rs por t .     2   j ( 

_
Cf /

7  
  ' 4   2nd °' -   i

b
J .

v    

  le j or  't i l l i am L. Lev er et t e was de cor at ed wi t h t he L . S . G. , l s t Lt . "1'r oy T. iianna
the L̀ .  .C. ©.n

d T 5 ts. Johnson, Larsen and  i11et were decorated Aith the Legion
of   .e r i t by Gen . At k i s on .

 
3rd

16 P-38s taak ufi' ct 0750 to escort B-17s to bomb the nall B
.;ar

ing  orks at
Torino, Itcly . About ten  tE-109s si hted about 35 niles from the coast SYi of
Rome . a nd t e n    ur e n e a r 1'o r i n o .   NO 1  - l U9 s a t t a c ke d t he bombe r s bu t we r © dr i v a n
o f f . Th e E  A we r e v e ry un- a g   r e s s i v e . P.s c o r t a i d n ot s    e bonb i n g r e s u l t a . Two
P-38s rsturned early and two returneu at 1555 hou:s.

4th

11 P-38s returned at 1245 hours from missiun of 3 January. The A G remained in
Decimomann  over ni ht whera they landed to refu el. One P-3£i remFined there due
t o r:tiechRni ca l t r oubl e .

5th. ,-
lst Lt. , cobert L .  arb;son returned from uecimomanri  whers he remsined after.
l andi n ; t c re f udl f ror  mi s s i on of 3 January 1944 .

 th

Nothin  tc report.

7th
_ .

16   - : 8 s t o o k o f f a t 0 8 0 0 t o e s c o r t is - 1 7 s t o bom  i l   e i n e r b e u s t a dt   :e s s e r s c }ami t t
F'a ct o r y  . The bombe r s s p l i t ov a r t he t a r   e t a nd t z e Sq u a d r o n f ò l l crre d s ome
b c mba r s t o FY  a e whe r e t he y b   r::b e d t h e 3:  .̀ . I1o E  A s i g ht e d . i ẁo P- 3 8 s r e t u r ne d

early and 14 returned at 1400 hours without inc; dent. •

Sth
-

1 5 P- 36s t ook of f' at 0950 t o e s c ort ii - 17s t o ke gg i o  :g•.8 i e.  e
  P- 38s rs t urned

e ar l y . Une of t hem wa s de at r oy „d x hen Lt   ul l i v an s / f    ng ep
 

ch we s i nt e f er  
re d .ri t h by a Spi t f =r e at : apl e :; . Lt . Sul i i tiTr:n wa s un i nj ur sd . '1̀he t  ombar a bomb-

  ed the Li Y and AIli at keggiv and tne target area seemed well covered with bombs,
also oil storAge tr nk probebly hit e.s much black smoke observed. 13 P-::8e
returned at 1510 huurs.

9t h
 

15 i'-38s took off at 0934 tu escort h-17s to Fiume. Due to ovarcast, Pola, the
a l t e rnat e t ar be t , wa s barabed . ì'he t ar oot e ppe ared t u be we l l coti e re d wi t h bombs
and also a Pew  bomb strikea wars  bserw ed on teo srnall Islands near Pola. 15,
P-38s returned at 1245 hours witnout inc dent.
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10 t h
-

  ' i f t,ve n P- 38 ,  t ook of f' a t lOGS hour s t c e s cor t ti- 17 s t o   of i e , vu l ga r i a .   ppr 9z -
  i mt  t e l y 25   C- 10 9 s and F'Pi- 180 vre r e e n count c r e d ov c r t he t a r   e t e.re a . Th e aner, y

a i r cr a f t a t t a ck ad a g; r e s c i v e l y and 'or oke u  t he r   i gh t f or znRt i oz s , c a ua i r.g t he
S  uadr on t o r es or t 'ls t o a Luf be r r y f or mat i un 1'or pr ot ec t i on . By b r ea  ci ng ou t

,   ' -  oi ' t ne Lu f b e r r y w!- en E  A v er,t ur e a t oo c l os e , or xfa   a t t PCk i n   r - 3Bs   n t he c i r e l e ,
t hr s e E  A wer e de s t r oy e d , one pr o beb l y t lr e   t;o to d and t hr e a damage d, cr e d i t f or
victories o ing given as followss

Lt . Nii l k i n s - - 1 Ir'W"- 190 de s t r oye d an d 1   'W- l y0 dama ged .
Lt .   ' e t um - - 1 b'7Y- 180 dc s t ^o   e c: .
Lt . :  a r  ; i s or. - 1 DAE- l 0y do r t r oy e d .
Lt . Smi t h - - 1     - l  )S damr oe d .
Lt. 'ry1Rr -- 1   -105 damaged.

  ' i ,e s a v i e t cr i e o wAr e * c c o mp l i s h e d e g a i n s t a s u p r _ i
.r r n umt,e r o f ' e n e a y

a i r c r a f t an d s i 'e a t of wh i c n t h e S :, }  a d r o n i s r i   h t f u l l y p r o u d o f   .s
t h e i r

en c c u n r.e r wi t n t h ^ e n om    a z r c r n Yt l e f t t h e Homb e r s t o p r e s B h ome t .he i r b o mb -
i n g r u7 v i t h d e v e s t r t i n g e f i e c t o n : o f i a , :  t s .

i --Us -l   e *    f   r3 c i t ',  v i a u l g a   •j  a .
F' i i' t e e n p l a n e s r e t u r n e d s a f e l y ti o b e e e a t 1 4 3 b h o u r s .

'   r.

_ : :  i r t een •' - Sdb t ook o!'f at 0940 hour s t o escor t B- 17s t o bomb Pi r anus i ar bor ,
- Greece. Threc E-17s were aeen to  o  3own qR e result uf a mid-air collis;an.

The 3ombers calle i out tnat  hey were curning back nes r Corinth and tne Ssoor-
i ng P- 38s r e t ur 7ie d a t t h i s t i me , l a n di n g a t be ae n t 1520 r.o ur s .

12.t h

Nothing to report. • 

13th

Sev en t e ea P- 3E3s t ook ui 'f a t 0 54C t o e s cor t b - 17 s t o bomb Gu i dor_i a , 
  D, t  c n e ,

I t a l y . The Ea cor t i n g r - :  s wer e a t t ac kect by a bou t 25 t o 30   :- l 0 y s a bout
f   a i   r rs mi l e s Na r t h of x or  e . 'Z'he a t *. s,c:k s we re ma dv i'r orn a oo  ;e t ne ov e r ca at e ud

o n t n e f i r s t pa s s t he e t t a ck o r s a  i c e e e d e d i n sh o o t i n g ou t vn e e r_g
i n e o n Lt .

Da,
l e   . Ty l e r   a i r c r a f t

,
fi e c a i l e d o u t t r.s t h e v a s h i t a n d

Lt . Y  a ' t e r L .  3 r owe r , vrh o wa s pr e s s i a g h ome a.u o t t a c k u n Rr . e n e nr y ai r c r a f t ,
i . nme d i a t e l y ma r.u 3v e r '  ? i n t v p o s i t i o :  t o a Yf 'o r ci n i .7 p r o t a c t i on b u t Lt . Ty l e r
f e a t h e r e d Otte . p   o p c l l e r a n d s t a r t e d d own a t a oo u t 3 5 0 nrph ru; d h e a d e d a u t t o

 
the coast  orth oY Fiumicino a.n

d apperently the aireraft was under sontrol;

so Lt. Bravrerd a sg: m ing tnat he xr s raturning to base ; returned to fcrmation .
  L t . Ty l e r wa s n o t s e e n e i' t e r t h i g a c t i o n . L t . Ya u l   ; . Y  i l k i n s d e s t r v y e d on e

3u,E- 109 wh i c h wa s pr e s s i ng h om+e an s t t a ck on a P- 3ES au d Lt . Cl ev e l and J . Ta t um

•datnaged an i4 ;-109. The bombing results were unooserved. One P-36 returned

e a r l
,y e.r d l b r e t  . r ngd a t l  s3U h our s .

 
  14th

 

  ,xtQen
r-33s touk vff' at 0345 to esccrt 3-1?e tc ldostar, Yugosla.ia,  

U . .

.
.

I '

.
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14th Cont'd

The bomb strikes appeared to cover the target area. Sixteen planes corapleted
the mission and returr.ed to base at 1230 houre vrithout inc dent.

15th
 

Ei hteen F-38a took off' at 094U hours to escort tS-17s which wcre to bor b thag
''Y at Certaldo Rnd Arezzo gr_d

Viaduct at  ucine, Italy. '1'hree planes returned
early. Eacor ting pilots beleived the Viaducts at  3ucine to be .rell coQered with
bombe but bombs strikes on other targets were not observed. This proved
t o be an uneve nt f ul rai s s i on f or t he e s c Urt a nd t he r'l i ght of f i f t e en r et urne d
at 1440 hours.
2ad Lieut. Joh a C. Ingram, Jr., 0-750b99 assigned to this bguadz•on.
2nd Lieut . Paul II.   ilkins completvd fifty m ission over enemy held territory .

L i   _l l 
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17th
,

14 F-38s took off at 092b hours to escart it-17s to bomb kk , ̀ Y at Frato, Italy.Escort beleived several direct boab hits wers rr.ade on the target . Ido L A
were siohted and the flight Ras made without inc dent until reaching Anc4  ,.onthe return trip at which time 2nd Lieut.  rank U. Rcoks, 0-74906'l, left the form-  ation because he was low on o cygen. Lt. itooks was later heard to e,call a homing

_,
s t at i on f or eme   en ;,y homi ng and a f i x pl ace hi m at 44° 25 ' N 140 59 l E out x e s
not heard to ackowledge. 13 planes oi'the oridinal 14 planes landed safely
at 1510 hours.

18th

Pi s t oi a and ront e der a f'cR J un  ,t i on wer e t he t arhe t e f or t he B- 17s e s cort  '̀
4by t he

Squadron's 13 ship r'libht, taking off e.t 1125 hours. Escorting pilot8 beleived
the target area well coverau wi th bomos.  

No flak or L A wEr•e siohted. 13 ships
returned ssfely at 154b hours with ut incedent.

Se c onfl Li e ut enant i 'r ank v . ko os s   , 0- 74 ° 067 , : ema i n. s we re f ound where he had
crashed into a mountain near itoseta Valfortare, Italy.

19th
 

13 P- 36s t cok ol 'f a t 1020 inour s t o e s c,or t B- 17s t o (;i ampi no A  1  ltome , I t al f ..
Only tw o :: A were signted but did not approach the f'ormation . The AfD appeared
to be well blanketed w itii bomus. 13 r-3bs r tu:ned to base at 1345 hours w ith-
o ut i n c i ci e n t .

A Gr oup l i brs.ry wa s upe n  d wi t h a v ar i e t y oi' re adf ng mat e r i al uv a i l abl e . '1̀hi s
is g  rtly appreciated by the Squadron as it will a  rord many hours of recreation.

20th

12 P- 58s took cff at 104  hours to eacort i3-17s to bomb Ciaapino A D nome, Italy.No E A were si hted. Specif'ic resulte of bcr b strikes wero not obaerved but
could see oil fire burning vrhen 40 miles away from the tarbet. One AlC returned
early and  levzn returned at 1430 hours.

2nd Lieut. Joseph A. Garrity, 0-750 70, assi6ned to the Squadron.

21at

• 13 Y- 8s took off at 0835 hours to escort t -17e to bomb Le ì'ube b: Salon A Da,F'rance . While the bombers were on thcir bombin rua f ive F  -190 made a pass at
thg bombe:s but they turned in flibht when the

 
scorting P-  8s dove on them . The

Target seemed we11 covered , hitting tian ;ers, buildings amd disperal area . The
F'-38s landed in Sardinia, Pefueled and returnad to base at 1'700 hours.

.
l s t Lt . Dona l d x os s b cDJahon , 0- 58528 7 , j o i r ea t he Squadron

 
.
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22nd
 

   i r s t Li e ut enant s li ar ry T. Hanna , Chax l e s PI. Her a l l , Kobe rt L. Hi ghami t h and John
R. Ni l ke s de pa  t e d f or t he U. S . f or a Re l l de s e rv ed re s t af t e r c ompl ,; t i ng 50
comt,at missions over enemy held territory.

The Squadron met the 48th t3asketeers in Foggia for the first game of'the seasoa. 
and toppled them with a neat low score of 16 - 6. The Squadron's was represanted

. by Sgts. Anderson , A lley , 'atski, IngHlls,  'tilley and Cpls. Cohen , Lockwood, tcistow
and Potka.

23r d
 

13 P;38s took off at 1430 hours to dive bomb Targets of upportunity on the i oma
   Ri e t    :oad , I t a l y . Ten P- 38 s droppe d 15 bor. bs on t he r ano 8 r i dge makin   s ever al

  direct hits and near m isses ; also h its on road leadin  to bridge . Lua to emoke
t he s pe c.

i f i c r e s u l t s o f t he bomb i n g c ou l d no t be o bae r v e d . 1'wo d r o ppe d on e boinb  
each cn the ::esano kiver Bridge ana reported nee.r m issea. Cne plane returned

early and 12 landed at 1620 hours.

 Iemorial bervices were r.eld by ke  . i:# binson, Captain, Group Chaplaim, at 1530
hours in rnamory  of Lieutanant  'rank U. nooks.

24th

 
9 P-38s took off at 0945 hours to escort ii-17a to bomb Sofia A li , Bulgaria .
Approximately six unidentified E A aibht©d Last of Skoplje but disappeared whea
the escort turned into thsn . The esoort left the bombers before reaching the
tar ;et due to s shortage af  as . On ths return trip, Lt. Vann , Syuadron Leader,
became unconscious for quite a i'c w m inat3s due to oxygen trouble . Far a while
he was mRkiag 360° tu rns Rnd the gilote xere une ble to get an anawer from him
on t he ;

  adi o . Ne l at e r l ande d at i r i ndi e i wi t h F'  0 vrh i t e . 0ne pl ane r e t ur ned
early and six landed at their base from 1650 to 1715 houre.

2
_
 

Lt . Vann and F 0 White roturned i'rom brindisi where tY .ey landed 24 January to
r e i 'ue 1 .

.
26th ,

i l r . •1 i_  i      f ` ' : , r
-iJo L i s s i cn s chedu3e d . : hi s i s t he f i r s t

,
  r s i nc    Jenuary  b  - t ti    adr on

t had a r:i s s i ca s •   .

_ Cotfe e and tast dcu -hnuts were aerved to the ersonnel from 1400 to 1G00 hours 'Y   P
•by the Red :,ross wnich were greatly appreciated. .

27t h

lE P-36s took .off at OJJS to escort y-17s, which bombed the 5alon A ll, r'rance.
12 F̀'fir - 190 and one or t wo DiE- 109 s we re oncvunt s re d ov ar t he t a.r ge t . Lt s . dr owe ri •
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t  d I iat hews each succe e ded i n damag i ng a F1 t- 190 . The bor.it  i ng   ras unobs ervad as
t he Fi ght e r s we re en ; agod x i t h t he enemy at t he t i m.e . Sh or t l y a.f t e r t he encount e r
with t: e enemy, Lt. Sziich's left enginv .;aught fire f'orcinb him to feather it.
As he was approaching Ajaucio, Gorsica, his right engine stoppea, due to the lack
of €as, and he crashed landed his shi...

Lt. Sziich we s uninjured. One plaae
     returned early and 13 laaded at 1645 hours.

_
' . . ,   , . •

` Joe E:b ro +rn put on a great show at our base this afternoon . Ka was alone , haviag
n o o 4 r v a c i ou s f e tna l e t o a s s i s t h i m, bu t he ha d ma ny S'un ny elt or i e s

  a nd t o l d t he m
as only he with his famcus kisser could tell them . ìho men enjoyvd every m inute
oi' it, although th y had to stand with a chilly wind blow ing, as everyone seemsd
to sonse hers was one real brand guy . iiis paatomine oase ball picher 's s  t was a
t e r r i f i u h i t . J o e s a i d he vran +.e d t o he a r a l o t o f l a u g ht e r - - no t h i n g s e r Lou s - - a nd
that the men coula laudh all the;  wanted to at his mug bkt that he was laughing
t o o a s he ha d ab ou t a t ho u s a.n

d f un:,y nu g s t o i o o k a t . °  a n y kne w t ha t h e l o s t a
s n , a pilot, in the t'acific but he nerer mQntionod that . A s the rosn said "Joe is
strictl r GT", and he is taps w ith them . ,

28th `

  13 P- 38s t ook o1'f' a  . U8 55 hour s t o e a:;or t i  - 17s whi ch b o  ed Avi an o A  li , t t a l y .
:hreo fires were sesn, two of whi h were emitting black srnoke and one white smoke.
:Jo r 

 A were sibhtad but one Y-38s was seen which acted rather suspieiously. This
 

 .A,
 C did not attampt to join the formations nor was an answer raceived when an

  a t t e mpt wa s rna de t o c o ut a  , t t he s h i p ny r a di o . 'I'he A  C r ra s l a s t s e e n pr o c e e d i a g
So ut hQa s t a l o ng t he c o a s t a f Yug o s l a v i a . Taro i'- 3 8 s r e t u r :  e d va r l y aa d e l e v e n
r e t u: ne d e af e l y at 1 3 1 5 ho ur s .

29th

Lt. llobbins called in his Powerful Static Ssction  en and eKed out a close winning
score of 10 - 9 over Capt.

(Doc.
} Cuttis's Camp Area Scrubs in a fast seven inning

s of"t bal l garne of many c l s an hi t s and ma.ny e r ror s .

30th
-

 io mi :  s i on s che dul vd .

Lt. Lobbias walloK i ag in the glory of his powerful Static Sectioi ten called them
on ' t he f i e l d aga i n t o - day s o t ha t t hey  ai ght re peat t ha i r v i ct or y of t he pr e c:ee di ng
day but they went ciown undar a hum.

iliating defect as Capt. (lloc.
) Curtis's Cemp wrea

Scrubs t oppe d t hem of f wi t h a ne at s c or e of 1 3 t o 4 , and t hough t he ga.me was a s f a s t
.,tha ball •hocing was z ot so strong as ;he preceeding day as Lt. Lobbins spirit was

down to an  11 tim® low .
..31st

___.  .
13 P-36s took off' at 0855 hours to escort b-17s to Klagenfurt, 1 astria,  bout
eight unidenti£ied b A were sighted a out 10 miles SW of Tarbet just before bomb-  ing run. They were at about 5000' be1oW the formatiox  aad dia} ppeared without
attempting to attack. The bombing results was,: not obaerved. Three Y-38s re-
turned early and ten returned at 1355 without incident. .
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