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 The 56tu Pursuit Group was activated January 15, 1941, composed of IR, R C
87th, 2Btk end 54th Squadrons. Personnel of this Group was formed from the

854k Pursuit Group et Hemilton Field, Californie. The 37th Squedron wes one

of the Squedrons of the newly formed 38th Group. lst Lte deD. Aynesworth was

the first Commanding Officer of the 37the He wes Commending Officer for omly

& few months during which time the Squadron had no plemes., Then lst Lt. Jack

S. Jenkins was eppointed Commsnding Officer. Lt. C.N. Heitz was Operations J
Officer and Lt. W.J. Kelley end Lt. i.H. Butler Flight Leaders, Lt. Robert
E., Romine was Adjutent and Lt. Gordon Hall wes Supply sand Mess Officer; which
comwprised the officer persomnel of the Squedron. The enlisted personnel wes
made up of & peace time quota with lst Sgt. Green, 1/8gt. Glendening ss Line
Chief, Y/Sgt. Stanton Engineering Chisf, M/8gt. kiesge as Inspector end Bgts,
Slecghte, Conine, lierlin Richardson, Reed Richardscm snd mexy mere men who
have remeined in the Syusdron to date. These pilots and ground psrsonnsl
built up en efficient and aggressive Squadron, end establised prineciples of
organizetion thet heve msant much towards the successiul outcoms of the Sgued-
rons )

In Mey, of 1941, the 37th Pursuit Squadron moved from Hamilten Field te
Columbis Air Bere, Fortland, Oregon. At this time the eirplene status consiste
®d of 4 P-43s. The strength of the Squadron was bolgtered in September by the
incoming of 21 new trainee pilots from class 41-G. At the seme time the ground
persontel wes enlarged considerably end 20 more F~43s were received by the Squad-
ron. 1t became the task of the old pilots to whip into fighter pilots the new
trainses. Lt. Jenking left the Squadron to report fer special duty et Washing-
ton, D.C., end was repleced by Captein Kenneth S. Wade who later became Gommand-
ing Officer of the 8lst Group. With our declarstion of war on December 7, 1941,
the ¥7th Squadron wes elerted and sent to Paine Field, Weshington, wherc it
stayed until December 24, 1841. On +this date the Squadron wes stationed et
Olympie, Washington, The Squedron stayed at this Base until alerted for foreign
duty, December 25, 1942, After moving to Ulympia the following officers were
sssigned to the Squadron: Lt. Estes, Engineering Officer, Lt. Ives, Armamert
Officer, Lt. Anderson, Commmications Ufficer. Lt. Jenkins returnsd es Gommeng=
ing Officer and Ceptain Wade was transferred to Group. In Februsry, 1942, the
P=43s were replaced by P-38s in the Squadron and the unit became known as the

. 87th Fighter Sguadron instead of Pursult Bguadron. None of the pilots lLiad ewer
flown & P-38s Two officers ceme up from Merch Field end gave each of the pilots
& fow rides in a C~40 to give them the feel of two engimes. The pilots were
given sbout five hours cockpit time. They then started flying P=-36s and lesrnsa
things the hard way but were fros of fatal sccidents the first two months, The
pilotswere inatructed thet & P-&8 would fly end lend on one engins but that wes
all they knew about it. It was not until about two months had pessed whei
Ceptein Kelley landed one day and informed the pilots that he had feathersd ome
engine end the ship performed fine. Therealter esch of the pilots were rii.j‘eute,d
to go up end feather one engine. b ‘

RESTRICTED it
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‘When the pilots first started in P-38s they were very disappointed as
they locked on the P=28 as a bomber and figured their pursuit days were ovsr.
After & very short time, howsver, the pilots realized the P=36 was a great

ship and were happy to be flying it.

In April of "42, Lt. Heitz was killed in a crash and Lt. Butler became
Operations Officer, Shortly theresfter the Squadron lost five pilots, Lts.
Eodges, Long, Crow, Hesenfus end Stelend, who were sent to Alaska as pert of
the 54th Squadron of the 5b6th Group. Then Lt. W. A. Smith was sent to Chine,
and Its. Persons, Malzahn, Helman, Osher, Killie and Hillie were sent to the
lst end 82nd Groups. Lts. Hillin, Caldwell end Guisti were sent to the 8lst
Group. In May of '42, the Squadron was brought up to Table of Orgémizetion
strength by new pilots coming in from clesses of 42-B, C end De Im June,
Major Jenkins went to Group es Executive Officer, being succeeded by Captain
Felley as Squadron Commander, The Squedron lost Lts. Monshan, Stroop, Migil,
Glass and Butler to the 329th Group. Captain Butler became Commending Officer
of the 330th Squedron in that Group. The older men left in the Sguedron at
this time were Ceptain Kelley, as Commending COfficer, Lt. Kitzmen, Operstlons
0fPicer, Lt. Barker and Lt. Joneg, Flight Leaders. More new pilots were
ascigned to the Squadron in June and July and several were sent out into the
Africen and Pacific theatres.

During the year of 1942, Lt. Mexwell end Lt. John D, Barker were Flight
Surgecns. In September, 1943, Captein John Ja. lcCarthy wes essigned to the
Squedron ae Squadropn Se2 Officer, Lt. Young succeeded Captein Romine as Adju-
tant, Lt. Koons succeeded Lt, Hall as Mess Officer, Lt. Bell ceme in es Supply
Officer, Lt. Stitt suoceeded Lt. Bstes as Engineering Officer, ¥/Sgt. Harper
replaced W/0 Miazge as Line Chief and Sgte Alessio roplaced Bgt. Flemens es
1st Sgta i

The Squadron wes required to keep a flight on alert from dewn to dusk
and several times was called off by Controller to intercept umidentified A/C.
However, at no time was u&ws'bile A,/C intercertede.

It appeared as if our Squadron was destined to be a trairning Squadron
as pilotswere from time to time being sent as replacements for combet duty
oversons. During 1942 quite & number of the enlisted men received appoimt--
ment to 0.C.S end Cadet schools. 1

In Decemnber, 1942, Captain Kelley informed the personnel that the Eguad-
ron had been alerted for movement overceas. Lveryons wes happy sbout it but
there were fears thet the Squedron would be sent to Alaska which reelly chilled
things off. When the word finally came out that the Port of Eaberketion would
be Brooklyn, New York, that seemed to suit everyone.

The Squadron moved to McChord Field, Washington, on Jamuary 8, 1943,
where it remsined watil Jenuery 18, 194%, On Janusry 16, 1848, Captein
Kelley crash landed just off the field and was teken to the hospital. Exém-
ingtidn showed thst he would bes in the hospitel for some monthss This meant
the Squadron lost its very populmr end very capeble Commending Cifficer. The
Squadron suffered another blow the next dey, Jamuery 16th, when Ceptain
Kitzmen, Operations Officer, wes rejected for foreign dQuty by the Medical
authoritiess I
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llajar John G. Bright, formsr AVG pilot witn several Jsp planes to his
oredit, replaced Captain Kelley as Commanding Officer and Ceptain Pelmer be-
came the new Operations Cfficer.

On Janusry 18, 1943, at 2355 hours, the Squadron boarded the train at
McChord Field, Washington., The strength et the time wes 38 officers and 277
enlisted mens Before leaving the officers had a great party et the Ufficers
Clubs Mejor Keating, Group C.0., and Major Jenkins, Group E.0. and former
CsQs of the 37th, elong with meny other officers of the 65th Group, geve the
37th a good send off's The Squadron errived et Camp Eilwer, N.J., on Januery
24, 1943, and remained there for two weeks. The Squadron was confined ‘o
Cemp the entire time which seemsd unfeir as many thought they should be
allowed to vieit relatives or to have a last fling before leaving for foreign
duty. On Februasry Tth the Squadron left Kilmer and went sbosrd the H. F..
Alexander, (formerly the Great Northern) end sailed out to sea about Iive
o'clock the next mornings. As have all soldiers who have leit the same harbor,
they wetiched the Stetue of Libery fade fast away. Om the 10th, wes were issued
booklets on North Africe, cleering all minds s to the destinetion, The cross-
ing took fourteen deys and the meals were excellent, although unfortunately
ebout ten per cent of the persomnel were little interested in food most of the
voyage due to seasickness. There were memny Red Cross girls and Nurses aboard
and they helped a lot to make the voyege & very pleasant ones On Sunday, 21
February 1943, just two weeks to the hour, men sterted welking off the gang-
plank at Oran Harbor. By trucks they were taken to the railroad statiom,
tossing small change and bon-bons to the yelling netives who had lesrmed of
the spend-free Americans. The entigue train carried them to St. BDarbe, some
twenty miles from Oren. Here the tiresome seven miles hike began to what is
kmown throughout North Africe as Mud Hill. Immediately upon erriving, the
rain began, adding to the already muddy hillside where pup tents were set up.
Everyons was tired, dirty and hungry and were givem their introduction to
English rations. These had to be eaten cold and they didn't maks much of a
hit.

At Mud Hill the Squadron were men of leisure, playing beseball, ete,
until February 27th when trucks arrived and carrisd the Squsdron to La Senia
Airport, just outside Oran.

The Squedron was very happy to be at a flying field agamin. New planes
ware brought up from the docks and the Squadron set up en assembly line. The
Squadron soon mede a reputetion for assembling plenes and there wes & nasty
rumor spread that the Squadron was geing ta.be given the job of assembling
all P-38s at the fields The Bage did takesmy 10 P-38s the Squadron assem=
bled but after 27 more were assembled and tested the pilots flew them down
to llediouna, one flight et a time, the first flignt leaving Merch 17th amd
the last of the ground echelon arriving March 29th.

The 37th, by letter order, Headgquarters North African Trnining Command,
dated 15 March 1943, wes made & part of the ldth Fighter Group, the other two
‘Squedronsbeing the 48th and 49th. Lte Col. Troy Keith was C.0. of the Group.
Intensive training to fit the Squadron for combet was initiated. Formatidm
flying of twelve to thirty six ships, speeding up teke-offs and landing, serial
gumnery, high altitude flying, interceptioms, etc, were stressed.
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About six weeks of this training keyed the pilots up to & bigh pitch.
They were eeger for actusl combat and were confident that with an even break
of luck they would give 2 good account of themselves.

On April 28 the first truck convoy left for Telergme Air Base and the
rest of the ground persomnsl followed by truck, train and eir. The strength
of the Bquedron was 33 p:llﬁa, 10 ground officers and 276 enlisted men.

-
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WAR DIARY
3TTH FIGHTER BQUADRON

December 2
‘ Major Downs, Engineering lisison officer from Portland, inspected new
barracks with Commanding Officer, of New Air Base and S5-2.
Telephone report from Pierce Country Sheriff's Office that two planes
had collided near Nisqually River. This was confirmed. Lt. Finley killed
in crash. Lt. Jackson parachuted to safety.

December 3
Enemy Fleet sighted off coast of Ban Francisco. 37th Fighter Squadron
alerted. Ground crews placed on duty. Four pilots on slert, six on reedy.

December 4
Message Generel Kepner alert ended, Pursuit Aviation on standby status,
flights may proceed in immediate vicinity of airdrome. Planes will be gassed
end readied for immediate service.
Report of fleset approaching coest proves errcneous.

December 5
. Nothing to report.

December 6
P-38 Flane crashed north of Bhelton, Waghington, Lt. Conkle, pilot
parachuted to safety. FPlane was lost.

December 7
Nething to report.

Decsuber &
Nothing to report.

December §
Nothing to report.

Deeesnber 10

Nothing to report.
Decenber IT

Q Nothing to report.
Decesber 12

The following Pilots departed for Pojeek: Lt. MacKsy, Lt. Mathews,
Lt. Staiger, Lt. Jeckson, Lt. Crane, end Lt. Cochran.

December 13
. Majors Keating, & Jenkins, visited the Squadron.

| Decesber It
Lt. Treese departed this stetion de stination unknown.
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WAR DIARY
37TH FIGHTER SQUADRON

Hovember 20 — ‘#2 L5,
Weather: Inclement in early hours improved in afternoon ellowing maneuvers
to be conducted. Three tacticel flights were conducted at the following tdms:
Red Flight 1521-1650 Capt. Kelley - No enemy comtacts made.
Blue Flight 1525-1646 Lt., RBudder - No ememy contacts made.
White Glight 1525-1639 Lt. Palmer - No enemy contacts made.

November ZI
Nothing to report.

Nevesber 22
Nothing to report.

November 23
Major Keating visited the Squadron for an inspection and Filot Meoting,

Novenmber 2¢
Lt. Sur, 338th Fighter Sjuadron crashed at Onslaska. Report came from
State Highway patrol at 1150. Cept. MoCarthy aided in handling the orash,
seeking affidavit matsrial from witnesses to aid The Accident Board in
determining the cause of the crash.

Nevenber 25
Nothing to report.

Novembor 26
Thanksgiving Dinner was served at regular mess. The meal was Excellent.

Hevember 27
Nothing to report.

November 28
Nothing to report. :

November 29
Nothing to report.

November 30
Major Keating and Capt. Blanton showed films and gave a talk on "Experisuces
at the Front."

December I
Nothing to report.
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WAR DIARY
37TH FIGHTER SQUADRON

December 15
Nothing to report.

December 16
Nothing to report.

December 17
Unidentified target sighted off San Francisco Gate. Redio silence 0935,
Tegget later identified as normal and status resumed.

Decenmber 18.
Nothing to report.

December 19
Nothing to report.

December 20
Nothing to report.

December 21
Nothing to report.

Decenber 22
Nothing to report.

December 23
Nothing to report.

December 24
Nothing to report.

December 25
Nothing to report.

Degsaber 26
Nothing to report.

December 27
Major Keatinz visted the Squadron for en inspection and Pilot meeting.

Dgcember 28
Ma jor Heckel, Major Albert, Major Nesly and Captain Welch visted the
Squadron. Lt. Walker reported to the Squadron as assistant Intelligence
Officer.
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WAR DIARY
STTH FIGHTER SQUADRON

December 29
Lt. George S. Elliot crashed sbout ome-fourth mile off emd of runway
. at Olympia Airport when engine failed after attempting to land with feathered
frop. Time 1718, &Ship No. 43-2062.

Deeesber 30
Nothing to report.

December 31
Nothing to report.

danuery T
Nothing to report.,
Junusry 2
Nothing to report.
Janusry 3
. Nothing to report.
J 4

an
Squedron visited by four Cani%;an Flyers.

Jang. 5
Squadron moved from Olympia Airport to McChord Field Washington.

Nothing to report. Sl
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

. Nothing to report.
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WAR DIARY
37TH FIGHTER SQUADRCN

Jarm 13
Lt. Mason 0. Thompson reported crashed into mountain neer MeChord Field,
Washington and later found dead. Time: 18560,

Jemery T¢
Nothing to report.
J 15

an
Captain Wendell J. Kelley E;EE crash landing at MeChord Field, Washington.
Reported not seriously injured. Time 1305,

Jenuary 16
Major John G. Bright was assigned Squadron Commander.

Jenuery I7
Nothing to report.

Jani 18
Squadron left McChord Fioﬂ,“ﬁ%ﬁmn. via trein. Destination unknown.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.
Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Jemuary 23
Nothing to report.

Yanu 24
Squadron reached the unknown destination? Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, at
0630 A.M.

January 26
Nothing to report.

Jemery 26
Nothing to report.

January 27
Nothing to report.

Janu 28
Nothing to report. e
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WAR DIARY
3TTH FIGHTER SQUADRON

Jsnuery 25
Nothing to report.

L
Nothing to report.

Jenuary 31
Nothing to report.

February T
Nothing to report.

FeDruary 2
Nothing to report.

Fe 3
Nothing to report.

Fevruery %
Nothin to report.

February 5
Nothing to report.

Fevrusry ¢
Nothing to report.

Febru 7
Squadron bosrded train for embarkation point in New York City and stayed
the night on the good ship F. H. Alexandri.

Febr53£¥ )
Squadron set sail from the guod o +S.A. for an unknown destination.

Februery 9
Nothing to report.

Fetruary 10
Nothing to report.

Feo IT
Nothing to report.

fuﬁ:zs:: 12
Nothing to report.

Februsry I3
Nothing to report.

Februsry T¥

Nothing to rsport.
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WAR DIARY
STTH FIGHTER SQUADRON

February 16 7
Nothing to report for diary until geErua.ry 21.( W gt Canet

S % Pebruary 21
Squadron departed from the F. H. Alexandria in Oran, North Africa and
boarded train for Bivousc Area No. 1.

4

Febru 22 Y 7
Nothing to report from Februnry__%r-to_ﬂ. (é’»f"* et e e
e ll "7,{' 2 erpatmes AALI D

Febr 28 ‘ "

Nothing to report from February §§ to March 17. <14£5{2QA14&.,ﬁ_+wf LR
: Al , / . LT ) %

,-j‘.e'_z».’.ﬂf ;ZW?W”? i Rt b e bt Pmn aelioc el

s & ‘/- ll ch 17 . T 28 e S T

"C" Flight moved to Mediouna Airport.

March 18
Nothing to report from March 18 to March 22.

March 22
"B" Flight moved to Mediouna Airport to join "C™ Flight.

March 23
Nothing to report.

March 24
Nothing to report.

March 26
Nothing to report.

March 26
Squaedron personne. less “A™ Flight at Mediouna Airport.

March 27
Nothing to report.

lMarch 28
Squedron reached Casablance and joined "B"™ and "C™ Flights at Mediouna
Air Base.

March 29
Nothing to repert.

March 30
"A" Flight joined Bquadron et Mediouna Airport.

March 31
Nothing to report. 5 Ak
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WAR DIARY
37TH FIGHTER SQUADRON

April 1

Nothing to report.

April 2
Nothing to report.

April 3
Lt. Henry crashed when ettempting to land. Plane was caught in prop
wash and did not accept the acceleration of the left engine when attempting
to pull cut and go around field. The left wing tip dragged and the plane
¥kidded off the runway., Lt. Henry was un-injured.

April &
Nothing to report. b
; -~ i ¥
1 l'il 5 _,"’4, A 7_;_'_'_7 P IS T g
Nothing to report. e .44,;..4/ 8 2,
Epril B L e ik B
Sy ’ =
Nothing to report.
April 7
Nothing to report. R
April &
Nothing to report.
April @ b
Nothing to report. SRS
April I0
Nothing to report. Ly
il 11
Nothing to report. April 11
EEfl 12
Nothing to report ~ |
April 18 Birirdad

Lt. “ollingsworth had texi accidgent after ferr plene from Birsechid
to 48th ¥. gq. Faulty left brake responsible for accident--Lt. Hollingsworth
un-injured,

April 14
Mothing to report in diary umntil Zpril 26.

April 25
Supplies of the “quadron were loaded on trein at Casablenca.

¢
e
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WAR DIARY
S7TH FIGHTER SQUADRON
April 26
At 0700 O'clock, the first %ueE convoy departed for Telergma Air Base.
‘ April 27
At 0845 ®@'clock, the groun'ﬂ'??:':ﬁiﬁn left Mediouna Air Base via truck
to board train at Ceseblanca en route to Telergma Air Base.
April 2B
Nothing to report.
ipril 25
Nothing to report.
April 30
Nothing to report.
My 1
4t 1100 0'clock, the first truck convoy reached its destination,
. Telergms Air “ase, safely.
Kay 2
At 0430 Q'clock, the first ground echelon reached their destination,
Telergme Air Base, safely.
Ray §
Hothing to report.
May 4
At 1615 0O'clock, the air echelon departed from Mediouna Air Base and
stopped over night at Relizane,
J

llay b . o o . ’
te Fonif Clr 5 cdt foai) Pt dng IJ«? ikl

S B ..-(-: ::g"-'.' Haa At ) LA L:%l’ﬂ‘-*’{-‘i" g

6 ¥
MISSION NO, 1. At 0855 Q'clock, 12 pP-38's off on Anti-shipping Mission
as escorts for B-2b0's of the 32lst Bomb Group. Two planes down at 1250
which accompenied the 48th Fighter Squadron--Nine planes down at “one at
. 1246. Robert T. Thayer (2nd Lt.), missing in action. Plane $#42-12944.

Hay T
0900-pilote received briefing in Group Operations. - Mission cencelled due
to weether conditions.

May &
. 0826-12 pilots took off on Escort Mission for 3-26's for anti-shipping
pertrol. 2 hospital bosts cited about 12;30 east of Tunisia heeding toward
Sicily. Y“omvers flew around boats. Nothing else to report. 3
<k 2 kL / )
/-" . E ~ r 57 /’:’ 2l L / -’:’L g~ -/.' '7,41( =4 : 7

7 2 E AT A ot gt e P o P L Rl

7”&~ Gt
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WAR DIARY
x  Hay 28 -3

1446 - Planes took off to escort B-2p's to Bo Rizzo. The damegs of ths bombing wae

unobserved by the planes of this Squadron. E/A were encountgred with a prob-
able loss of two Me 109's = one each to Capt. Palmer & Lieut. Campbell, Flanes down

' at 1945.

Nothing to report.

M=y 29 -3

ey 30 -3

1426 - 13 Plenes took off on a dive bombing mission to bomb Chilivani RR Station and
No. 7 Trensformer Etntion. The RR Station was hit with eight bombs end demolished.
8 planes strafed the Station mnd a train, Alghero factory and railroad yards. Planes
landed at 1758,

Mgy 31 - 33

1125 - 12 Planes took off to bomb the Power Station in S. Ceterina. There were direct
hits on the Power Station, and many near misses, also Boets and gun emplacements were
strefed while returning home. All planss returnec at 1365.

June T - 43
1435 - 16 Flemes took off to escort B-26's to Porto Romeno in Sardinia. No direct
hits observed but gun emplacements was shot out also a small naval vessel approximstély
60" long was strafed. Flanes returned at 1705. '

Jung 2 - T

1720 - 14 Plenes took off to bomb gun emplacements on the Isdand of Pantelleria. 1
plane returned early and the rest of the planes returned at 202C.

Jure 3 - &
Hothing to report.
Juno 4 - 43

r 1625 - 13 plenes took off on a dive bombing mission to Pantelleria. All the planes
. returned at 1925.

June 5 -43

1245 - Planes took off on a dive bombing mission to Decimoms:nu A/D. All plexnes
returned at 1545.

Jume B8 - 23

%500 - 13 plened took off to bogb gun emplecements in Pantelleria. Direct hite ob-
srved ou one emplacement and meny near misses on others. Planes returned st 1805.
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". WAR DIRRY
June 7 - I3

1320 = 14 Plasnes took off to Dive Bomb gunremplacements on Pantellerim. 3 or 4
direct hits scored and many near misses. Plenes down at 1620.

‘ Major General Bradley amd the Ase't Becretary of War visted the Squadren.

""' Juns B - 33

0920 - 14 Flanes took off to Dive Bomb gun emplacements on Pantelleria. Several
near migses or hits on zun emplacements . Planex returned et 1215,

June © - I3

1325 - 12 Flsnes took off to Dive Bomb gun emplacemsnts mn Fantelleria. Several
hite or near misses on gun emplacements. All plsnes returned at 1730.

June 10 - 25

0740 - 14 Flanes took off to Dive Bomb guncempleacements on Pantelleria. There was
many hits on terget area. All planes returned et 1040,

1220 - 12 Flanes took off to escort B-26's and Dive Bomb gun emplacements on
Pantelleria. There was many friendly naval vessels end landing berges seen in
the harbour. All plsnes returned at 1805.

1340 ~ 12 Flanes took off to escort B-26's mnd Dive Bomb gune emplacements on
Pantelleria. No bombs were droppeddue to white pennels on island. All planes
returned at 1930 with the exception of 2 which landed at Bone.

dane IZ2 = 35

0820 = Planes took off on an Bomber escort mission to Bocca di Falco Palermo,
8icily. 1 plane returned esrly and & plenes landed et 1250 end the remainding 6
cames in at 1320.

1730 - Capt. Barker and Lt's Crim, Haddock, Kearne and Anderson were seriously
injured when their Jeep over turned while in route to the Cemp mrea. At 2105
2nd Lt. Thomas E. Eearns died from the injuries received in the eccident.

1'il' Jame I8 - 48

2ndJLt, ‘Thomas E, Kearns was buried in Communal Cemetary in Constantine, North
Africa. Funeral sttended by all the Pilots and ground Officers.

1130 1st Lt. Iner W. Anderson died from the injuries resulting from the accident
. which occured while in route to camp erea from line, June 12, 1943
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P e W
‘!‘ : WAR DIARY

Julx 6 =43

8 Planes took off on & B-18 escort mission to Comiso A/D, Sieily. All planes returned
‘to Base saftely.

..’othin(; to Report.

12 Planes took off on a straffing mission to Rader Sta, in Agusta, Sicily. A]l returned
saflts ly .

12 Planes took off on a B-25 escort mission to Gerbini No. 6, Skegily. All planes re-
turned saftely.

Remainder of Squadron peached El Bathan.

July 7 =43

July 6 =45

guly 9, 43

12 Planes took off on a B=17 escort mission to Sciacca 4/, Sicily. Lt. Campbell
destrayed 1 ME 109 and Lt. Atckison Probebly destroyed 1 ME 109. “11 planes returned

to Bese saftely.
2 Flanes took off on a B-25 escort mission to Caltinissetta, Sieily., All returnsd

aftely.

ﬂuzz I 23

12 Planes took off to dive bomb SE part of Sicly area. 6 trucks dest'd. All phanes

returned asaftely. ‘

15 Plenes took off to Hive bomb 5 of Gerbini and N of Comiso A/D to west. %11 planes
returned saftely.

12 Flanes took off o dive bomb § of Gerbini and ¥ of Comiso A/D to west. A1 planes
returned saftely . Capt. Barker belly landed his plane due to injuries received whila

dtraffing a truck.

3&32 1T =45

12 Flanes took off on a Dive bombing mission to Agrigento/baltanissettn-hlia-Castelternini
Pargsts of opportunity. A1l plenes returned saftely. '
12 Plenes tock off on a Dive bombing mission to N of bombing line SE part 6f Sieily.

411 returned saftely.
Lts Cempbell's pland was hit a medium anti-tank gun and was able to peturn %o Base.

duly I =43
12 Flanes took off bn bomb Agrigento-Calanissetta-Alie~Costeltermini, Targets of Opport-

unity, all planes returned saftely.
12 FPlanss took off. on a diwd bombing mission . 411 planes returned saftely.
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. July IS =43

12 Planes took off on & Dive bombing mission to N and West of Raguse, Sicily, 4l

returned seftely.
12 Planes tock off un & Dive bombing kission to N of Grammichele amd theniE. 11 planes
returned saftely end 1 planes landed at Licats, Sicily, due to shots fired at it from

a MK 109.

12 Planes tock off on a Dive bombing mission to NE of Sicily. All returned saftely.

nd Lt. Hérbert J. Walker was injured by shots fired et his pland. ke landed at Licata
! /D, Sieily. Two pilots thst landed with him report that he was injured in his laft

arm by fragments of 20 mit shell. IHe is now in a hospital there.

Tuly 14 =45

12 Planes took off on a B-26 escort mission to Messine, Sicily. X1l planes returned
saftely., Cpl.

July 15 =43
Hothing to report,

dulyg 16 -3

24 Planes took off on & B-26 bomber escort mission to Vibo Valentia &/D, Sicily. 411
.eturned saftely.

dJuly 17 -33

12 Planes took off on a B-26 bomber escort mission to Naples HR Yards, Italy. &1l re-
turned saftely.

July 18 -23

5 Flanes took off en a Sea Sweep mission over the led. Sea. 15 Itelian JU-52's were
encountered of which we destroyed 6. All returned saftely.
Lt. Hendrix claimed 4 UU-52's and B0 Wilkins claimed 2 JU-52's.

July 15 -43

12 planes took oIf on a B-26 bomber escort mission to Cismpino &/D, Italy. #11 plnaes
returned seftely.

July 20 =45
12 Planes took off to dive bomb :nd strafe targets of opportunity on the Med. Sea.

.o E/A encountered - all planes returned safely.
2nd Marion E, Strong transferrsd out of Squadron.

July 2 =25
Squadron had a holiday end most of the Squadron spent the day on the beach at Carthage.
. July 22 =43

12 Planes took off en & B-26 Escort Mission to bomb Marshalling Yards at Salermo, Italy.
No E/A encountered and all planes returned sefely.
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July z5 -#5
12 plenes took off on B-26 Escort Mission to Aquino A/D, Italy,. No E/A sighted.

i‘fgy 24 =S
12 planes took off on B-26 Escort Mission to Marina di Pacla, Marshalling yds.,
Italy. All planes returned safely.

July 26 =43
Squadron spent the day packing in preperation for move to Ste Marie du Zit.

No Mission.
: July 26 -9
Squadron moved from El Bathan L/G to Ste Marie du Zit. Nothing else to report.

July 27 =47
8quadron spent the day setting up the different departments.

July 28 -39
Mission scheduled this date but called off due to weather conditions.

Jaly 29 =49

12 planes took off on B-26 Escort Mission to Aquino A/D, Ttaly. Three MA-202s
or ME-109s demeged in dog fight ae the Escort was driving off the B/A which
were attacking the bombers. No losses or damaged to our planes.

July 50 =45
Squadron did not heve a Mission. Nothing to report.

July 51 =43

12 Planes took off on a B-26 Bomber Escort Mission to Adramo, Sicily, to bomb

the town. Many bombs hit in the town -ceusing much smoke. No E/A sighted.

Lts, Brower, Hullsiek, Hurgisoni Sprinlir_la-t;uigned this Squadron.
BRugust T -4

12 Planes took off on B-17 Escort Mission to Bomb Docks at Naples Italy. Six
or seven Macchis attacked the bombers and one wes destroyed by Captain Rudder.
Many bombs hit in dock area and on factories and locomotive repeir shops Just
N of docks.

hugust 7 =23

Nothing to report.
Bugust § =5

Nothing to report.

Rugust ¢ =45
24 Plenes took off on B=26 Escort Mission to bomb RR brigges at Merina & Caten-
zaro. Flight was sttacked by about 15 E/A before reaching target area. A DPig
dog fight ensuedresulting in the destruction of of three E/A--one each for Capt.
Barker, Lts. Highsmith and Atckison.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

©ne Macchi 202 probebly destroyed and & dameged, and one ME-109 degaged.
1 50' sail boat shot up wheih was anchored near Pizzo.

2nd Lt. Lloyd O. Hendrix, ASN 0-720005, did not return. The d7¢Bomb Gp.
reported shooting down one P-38 type A/C which crashed into the sea 5
miles Bestiof the Islend of Stramboli. This A/C was reported to have pull-
ed up into the tail of the bomber formation at which time the tail gumner
of the treiling bomber fired a burst to warn the A/C to get off tail of
formation and the A/C fell sway but immediately pulled back up into this
position at which time the gurmers fired upon it end destroyed it. No

~ other P-38 type A/C was reported missing in this theater orjthis mission

" 8o it is ass®Wmed that the destroyed A/C was piloted by Lt. Hendrix,

Aupust § =47

Received word this day from the bomberg unit, of which our Squadron was
acting o escort”®o bomb the Ri bkidges at Marina di Catanzaro, I‘tuy)’
that Lt. Hendrix was destroyed when he pulled up behind ons of the
bombers and the gunner shot him down beceuse he was afraid thet it might
be a captured P-38 ¢# which wes being flown by an Axis pilot.

0700, Squedron was on a standby alert.

tgget 6 %5

12 Planss took off on a B-26 escort mission to Bedjazzo, Sicily. Ho enemy
aircraft encountered. All planes returned s 1y.

August 7 -43

12 Plenes took off on & B-26 escort mission to B of Marine di Catanzoro, Itlay.
The bombers were to bomb RE bifjiges. No E/A emcountered. All plames returned
saftely. 4

Imﬂ'. 8 -13

24 Planes took off on a B-26 escort to Zngitola, Italy. All planes returned
saftely. Bomw@E& Qropped-bombs, 1 hit on end of bridge.

Rugust § -43 JAY
12 plenes took off on a strefimp mission tdL Kocella loniea %% F'Bovoli.na Marins,
Italy. Treins strefed snd also a Radar sta. No enemy aircPaft encountered.
A1l plenes returned saftely.

Rugust 10 =43

Nothing to report,

Kugust IT -Z3

12 planes took off on & dive bombing mission to Marina di Catanzero, Italy.
There were 3 or 4 direct hits on RR biidge and damaged Marshalling ydd. No

Enemy Aircraft encountered. All plenes returned s;%tely.
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Rupust 12 43

énd Lt. Donald E. Dobbins joined squadron as Communicetion Officer.

Rupgust I3 23

6 planes took off on an Air bes Rescue mission over the Med. Sea, they were
escorting FBYs. No Enemy aircreft emcountered and no results from mission.
4ll plenes returned safely..

12 planes took off on B-17 escort mission to Lorenzo Marshalling yds., Italy.
Lt. Moomaw destroyed a MA 202.end ' Lté. Garnder and Hollingsworth damaged two

MA 202s. ALl planes returnsd safely,. : ‘Y, ) atd, WM Wt Do acysy

L]

,Eufl; 0(-“?1
hugust 1§ -43

13 planes took off on & strafing mi:)glon botween Sembiase snd Hosarno, Italy.
4 trucks and one Bedan set on fire," train eand radar sta. l&e:’"‘&jor Rudder
strafed a MA 202 on the field at Vibo Valemtia, the planeiwas left smoking.
No Znemy amircraft encountered. All planes returned safedy..

Kugust 15 %718 -33

Nothing to report.

Bugust 17 23

4 plenes took off on FBY escort mission over the Med. Sea. One German pilot
was picked up, that had been in the water askénce 13th. No other sightings.

411 planes keturned safedy,.

12 Planes took off on a strafing mission between Marina di Manestierace and
Bovelino, Italy. & teains strafed, 2 trucks 1 Gommend car wers destroyed.

No enemy aircraft encountered, but flsk was heavy add two of our planes slightly
demaged. All planes returned safelys .,

August 18 -0

7 plenes took off as top cover for F-38s to dive bomb and steafe road between
Soverato end Bovalino, Italy. 1 direct hit on RR bridge and two hits in RR
Yards near bridge. No Enemy sircraft encounterf{‘4ll returned safély, .

7 planesstook off as top cover for P-38s té dive bomb and strafe road between
Soverato and Bovelino, Italy. 1 direct hit on Ri bridge. No Enemy aircraft
encountered. 411 plnses returned safely,

6 planes took ofif on an Air Sea rescue mission escotting a PBY. After an hour

and alhalf returned to Sasd being unsble to-RmaePBYS, cp oy u{ P A_;y
Bugust I8 23

13 planes tock off on an B-17 escort mission to Foggia, Itaiy. Thay bombed
Marshalling Yds. i??. Hickman destroyed 1 MA 202
[ .
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BAugust 28 =23

6 planes took off with the 49th Fighter Squadron to gscort B-17s to ths RE yards at
Terni, Italy. As the bombing was finished and the escort was leaving the target
ares, they were jumped by 8 ME 109s . In the ensuing dog fight ¥/0 Dion's ship
had both engines shot out by ome of the liis and/Wfls forced to bail out shout 35

les off the,coast fro Civitavecchia, Italys) 5 ME 109s were destroyed, 2 by Lt.
poell and 1/by Lte. Uardner, Joyce and Clark. Et; Cefipbellcalso damaged another
) Gardner end Joynef%_ ed a MA 202,°

12 planes tock off to escort B-17s to lerni ards, Italy. Bombing results was
uncbserve by the escort md No B/A was encountered. 4 planes landed at 1600 and

8 landed at 1645.

“%he Squadron was led by Capt. Blair and this was bi® last mission (50th) in which
CAptain Bleir had to participate in our Squadron. Gept. Blair was the first te
finish the required No. of sorties with the 37th Fron.

Major william L. Leverette, AcN 0-3220431, was assigned to the Squadron.

Lt. General Speatz, Maj. General Doolittle and Brig. General Atickson visted the

Squadron.

Rupgust 25 =45

12 planes took off to escort B-17s to Orte kK, Italy. The bombing results were un-ob=
rved due to dust over the target mrea. Une ME 109 was probaly destroyed hy Lt.
kins. 1 planes teturned early and 1l returned at 12256. ©Squadron was led hy
aptein Charles J. Crocker this was his (BOth) and last sorties with the 57th Fron.
1st Lt. Rovert B. Kelly succeeded Caphain Blair as Uperation Ufficer.

RKugust 30 -3

12 planes took off 'to escort B-17s to bomb Viterbo A/, Italy. Three fires observed . -
on the A/ after th: bombing run. One Mi 109 atacked from the rear anout 70 miles off
the coastli Major John G. Bright, e former 8,0. of the &7th Fron. Executive Ufficer
of the l4th F, Gp, participsted in this mission end attecked an £/A which was under-
neath the Sguadron formation. Une pilot attempted to follow Major Bright in the
ettack but was forced to pull out of his Pive due to excessive speed. Major Bright
was not seen after this action. Lt. Hanna's ship was damaged as & result of Z/A
atteck.

6 plenes tock off to sscort a B-17 which was trying to spot pilots shot down at sea.
A Hospitel ship was sighted with a small boat approaching it. No other sightings.

411 plenes landed et 2015.
Lt. Hollingsworth completed his (60th) mission end last sortie# with the 57th Fron.

fugust 5T =45

Qﬂ Lts, Harold C. Lamberson, ASN 0-737047, Elmer H., La Kue, ASN 0-737150, Enoch B.
Lemon, ASN 0-737157, Morgan H. Mathews ASN 0-743360 and F/0 Regis Jeffries AcN T-694

wes- assigned to this Squadron.

Ssptexber I -33
Qlotn practicef dive bombing,thi®s datey nebhing-else tu Teport.

=
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PTG ®

September 2 =435

[E'he newly assigned pilots practiced dog fighting today and had P-40s as gppoaitigz.:(:}

Sestember & AF

)_.’le newly assigned pilots practiced dive bombing then returned to field and practiced
og Pighting with the P-40s.

September & =45

24 p-38s took off to escort B-17s to bomb the A/D at Capua, Italy. %?g#t-aesults
were unobserved. FE/A made one pass the escort without results. 6 planes returned
early, 18 returned Squadron egyuirment loaded on plane for move to Lentini E.,
Sicily.

September 5 =43

A pert of the Air WMschelon left Ste Warie du Zit on two transports with part of the
Techelon leaving in the afternmoon, spent the remminder of the day setting up camp.i”

September 6 -3

14 p-38s eescorted R26s to bomb Capua A/D, Ttaly. Rombing results umobserved. About

0 E/A sighted and they made passes at the escert in pairs- pulling awsy and returning.
Mo ¥/0 dgstroyed and no los es.:—.B}?er&andod at 1330, at Lentini East A/D%a,,f_', 2ok
g‘md.“.f.&; }.-&-'-»J Hat i ?%& -EJ-' J":-Z'!K

sr 7

No mission this date. Day was spent setting up the Squadren equipment and main-

teanance of the A/C.A gas refueling unit caught fire while servicing one of the Sqdn's
A/ but was brought under control without damage by T/Sgt. Conine. ¢
: Septenber 8 =43 .

The Squadron was called to-gether this day and told of the planned invasion of Italy.

The porsg:mal was told of our part in the invasion and the work expected of the
rsonnel, '

X .
% N'H}a;) AN
Tm}%ﬁsaioq re flovn this date from 1545 to 1605 hours on take offs' and landings

from 1935 to 1955. One P-328 was damaged from E/A attacks, Of about 20 E/A sighted

there was no lossec or destroyed A/C, One ship of the Convoy was seen burning and
later sighted sinking,

Septeuter 9 -13

12 P-38s took off at 0815 to pabrol between Salerno, Italy end Island of Capri. No
/A encountered, One L/S s en buring 6-8 miles S. of Salerno, Italy, A/C landed 1130.

12 P-38s tool off at 1200 to patrol between Pisciotta and Agropoli, Ita)y, Few boats
on beach S. End of Culf Of Salerno. No E/A sighted, A/C landed 1445,

12 P-38s took off 1600 to patrol areaw from Pisciotta to Agropoli, Italy. Whida
on this pattol the Sguadron was ordered to go on strafing mission but they h#d been
ut on patrol wntil gas was low and returned to bade, landing at 1855,

lajor Carl ¥, Rudder cospleted fifty combat sorties this date,
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geptenter 1 -do

12 p-38s tock off to patrol area from Piscioita to Agripoli, Italy. Neo E/A
sighted or anyother activity. Planes landed 1005,

1115 12 p38s took off to patrol from Salerno, Italy, to Island of Capri. Big
fire observed near airport N of Naples. WNo other activity observed. Planes

. landed 1430. ] :
12 p-38s tock off to patrel from Piscio’ta to Agripeli, Italy. No E/A or
other activity observed. Planes landed 1705.

v 11th
12 p-88s took off to Dive RBomb targets of opportunity in area East of
Battipaglie between palinurc, Italy. About four or five trucks were destroyed
Eleven bombs dropped. After bombing the A/C patrelled for one hour without
encountering B/A. Observed lst Pighter Group straffing train of several cars
N neer Sala Cosilina. Planes landed 0925.

11 P-3Bs tock off to patrol between Pisciotta and Agripeli, Italt. Neo

abtivity.observed. Planes landed 1200. 2 p=-38s returned early.

12 P-38s took off to partel area from Salerno, Ttaly to Island of Capri.

Flight found about 12 MFs and equal number of Spits in dog fighte just East

of Mt. Vesuvius. On aprroaching several MEs half rolled and left the area
. and then the flight climbeéd to higher altitude snd drove two more I‘./A away.

' Y . Ne E/A wore destroyed and no losses. Flight leter sighted 4 Crummans and
-ﬁm&* thought them o be F7-19Cs. ConEraller carrected the mis=identificetion.-
[ Planes landed 1615.
)

it | j/}_iﬁﬁ-—k\- Leth

Tmn;}-msii.zn were flown this date, Take offs' 6815, 1200 and 1600 and
landings 0, 1505 and 1900 respectively, No encounters s
obeerved on these three missione, 8 g

L3tk

Three miscion were flown this date, Ome—flishi-of 12 A/ took off at 0700

to patrol from Pised
b gih’r 2 éﬂtm in;:?notta to Agropoli, Italy, No E/A were encountered; or

1115 = 12 A/ took off to patrol between Sa.lerno and Isl.nd of Capri, Flak

was shot at the Flight by Allded T .
sighted, Planes landed LAU. roope at Campanella Pt, There were No E/A

. 1420 = 4 P=38e took off on a Special Reconnaniance Mizsion, A few trucks.

seen parked s
road.p rked in a barragjs area near Fotenza, but very little activity on

-A-Fldghb—of 12 13-385 were on standby status until 0730, The Flight was to
eccort C-47e which were %o carry Pamtroopgrs behind tl.m linee

o Lt

0615 - 12 P-38s took off with 5001b. In
- inst, bombs to bomb tare
tunity in Apples area, About / trucks were destroyed, 5 hit?:::srg:duz::r—

3 bomb hit in town of Fisciano,
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1.th (Cont'd)

0900 ~ 12 P-32s tock off to Dive Bomb targets of opportunity. The Controller
direched the Flight to bomb road West of MI, Vesuvius, 5 bombs hit near
aight trucks; destroying four or more, silenced a2 large gun which was sending
up flak/ Two warehouses and a few miscellaneous buildings were blown up,
Plznes lended at base 1200,

1315 - 12 P-38¢ took off with 10001b. bembs to bomb tarseis of opportunity

in Apples area, Cohtroller "Charper" directed the Flight to bomb the towm

of Honte Corvino Rovella, 10 Bombs hit in the arez of the town, causing

much smoke, 2 large guns SW of twon bu t hese wers not desireyed-op-were-mes -
believed to be damzpged, Planes landed 1615,

L5th P p(
12 P=38s took off to dive bomb targets of opportunity as dirveeted ‘r;\contro]lar
MChopeert . 11 - 1000 1b, bombs were dropped in the town of Montells as direct=
ed, Two bip flames =nd much smoke resulted from the bombing and was believed
to have been an ammunition dump or oil storage dump, No activity on the road
to Montells. No E/A were cighted. The Flight patrolled Apples area for 25
minutes and returned to bags atill3s.

12 P=38s teok off at 1200 to Dive Bomb targets of opportunity, The controller
directed the Flight to bomb the town of Acerno, 9 bombs hit in the zrea of

of the town others scgttered sround towm and 2 bombs hit in the Southern edge
of town, The 4/C returned to the bese at 1500,

1600 - 12 P-38c took off to dive bomb targete of opportunity as directed by
controller. Roads were bombed N of Roccadepile near Celsbrite end Oliveta

Citro. One heavy tank was destroyed, one bridpe destroyed, 2 trucks, and one hit
on the ¥ of roads, An oil storage or ammunition dump was hit which caused larpe
flames to shoot up, After the bombing, the Flight was directed te patrol

Peach s ares for 25 minutes and returred to base at 1900,

2nd Lt, Elmer H, Ia Rue took off with Mission #223 at 1600 hours and as the
4/ became airborne, one engine cut out and was feathered, The remaining
ehgine would not pull more than 21 inches of mercury and the plane was bellied
in, The A/ ¥ae o complete lossj the pilot wiginjured.

164

0700 - 12 P-38= took ofl to dive bomb the targets as directed by the controller,
The controller directed the Flight to bomb the¢ town of Fiseiano snd eight bombs
wer=s dropped in the town proper, 1 hit inithe Northern end of town causing

a large flame end Wag 4o believed to be = gag dump, 2 hit at Southern end close |
to gune which were shotting flsk end peossibly hit them, After the bombing the
Flight made refonnaissance to Avelino and then patrolled ipples from 0850 te

0910 as directed by controller. Plancs landed at 1010,
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16th (Cont'd)

1115 - 12 P=38e took of! with 24-500 1k, bembe to bomb targets as directed

by controller "Changer®, The Flight bombed the tewm of Cava with 20 hits

and the main road was hit, Many of the buildings were flattened, The Flight
. landed 1010,

1200 - 12 P-38s took off with 2/ - 500 1b, bombs, The Flight bombed Palma =
Campania, causing a lot of damage with 22 hite in thé town, The Flight
observed & large fire South of Naplee, The Flight landed at base 1635.

-/—“\_
17th

0615 -~ 12 P=38s tbok off with 24-500 1lb. bombs to bomb targets as directed
by the Bontroller. The flight bowbed Ebeli. Twenty bombs hit in the town;
a fire was started, one hit W of town in buildings and three missed the
town. The Flight patrolled ten mimites before returning to base =landed
0835,

0900 - 12 P~3Es took off with 24 - 500 1b, bombs to bomb targeis ap di-
rected by the Oonbtroller. The itown of Acernmo was bombed with twenty-two

. hits resulting, causing much damage, The Flight patroiled for thirty min-
utes after the bombing, returning te base at 1200,

1035 - 72 P=3Es tock off on a Speeial Escort liission to escort the HiS
Warspite, The Flightiescort=d the ghip for one hour gnd thirty minutes
without any sightings. A/C landed at base 1335,

1215 - The second twe ship flight teok off Yo esecort the HMS Warspite and
escorted the ship frem 1240 to 1610 without incident. Landed at base 14630,

7~ Another mission was scheduled to escort the Warspite bub was called off 53\
it was felt that the ship was far enough into friendly waters to be safe. ]
Squadron notified that the Air E#chelon was Te return to Ste Maire du Zit
and preparations were started to leave on the 18th or 19th,

iGth

0715 - 23 P-38s took off to strafe two satellites .at Fozgia, ltaly.
S8ix or seven JUBEs, 2 ME 110s, one F 190 and one ME 109 were destroyed
encthe ground, One JU 52 was destroyed in the air as it was taking off.
. Three men manning a 88mm were knocked over and three or more trucks and

one jeep strafed, three building was strafed; one of wshieh was shooting
flak and a train of about twenty box and train cars strafed. ) The Flight
landed at base 1010,

..'
f"‘ 3
The A/C were serviced in preparation FPor the f£light back to Ste laria®
. 1 du Zit. The air egchej.on also lelt,
£\ !
v, ey
.
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by Gensral Spaatz,

=
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;

liost of the Squadron rested this date after having operated for a

period of eleven days and most of the personnel felt that the rest

well deservedy as the operations had been under adverse conditions

and more mission were run in this period of time than in other such
Rgrlodl of time, 20tn

.,

f?ke enlisted men 3pent| tke morning in practice drill inlpreparation for
the cermony at '4acn tifte lajor uudlcr, Lieuts, Campbell, Brim, Conkle, |
Waldron and W bnan feceived the Distinguished Flying Cross. Lt. Gamp-
bell also received &' Glhster to the Cross., The presentations were made

21st
Tothing>to report.
] 2201
Nothing to report.
‘ 28rd

2 planee took off on an weather hop mission to N and & of Kome, Iltaly,.

There wes no E/A encounters, _both pilots returned safvedy.
2¢th & Zbsh
Notning to report.

2Bth

L 4
¢ plenex took on an weather hop mission to the Esst Coest of vardinie
nd west Coast of Italy, No Enemy emcounters. The planes returned ssicly.

Ltf €ol, Oliver B, Laylor took ofer Lt., Lol troy Keith-position as Group
Cormexdar .

£7th

24 planes took off on e strefing misszion to Rodoc A/D, Ygugoslavie, The
mission was not completed due to bad weather conditions. 1 plene returnsd
early snd the remsining 22 returned bétween the hours of 1515 end 1720,
E. K aintlc.adbow MW@@%—WW

SBET

Nothing to repert.
28th

2 plenes tock offf on an weather hpp mi

geion neer Italien coest, W end S
of Home. No BJA was encountered. Both planes

returned at 0930.
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J0th

12 - P-38g took off at 0600 to patrol Emst of Bastis towards Cecina
Marina., Due to bed weather the Flgiht was forced to turn back five or ©
ten miles S and E of Bastia, One plane returned early and the remain-
der landed at 1100.

Ist Dctober 1547

12 P-58s took off at 0810 to escort B=17s to Leghorn, Italy. Due to a
heavy overcast the bombers turmed back about 15 miles from the Target.
One enemy aircraft sighted but mo contact was made. The Flight landed
at 1330.

Five P-38s took/eg patrol Bwthern Sardinia. The Flight landed at
Decimomamnu A/D pwernight and Were alerted for patrol.

2nd
One P-38 blew mose wheel tire and did not complete mission which wes
celled off to patrol in vicinmity of Decimomammu A/D and to coast of
Sardinie to Eamst gand Northesst. Two Flightsof two ships each patrol-
led for one hour ew#h without encountering E/A although one unident-
ified A/C was sighted. The Two Flights returned to base at Ste Marie

du Zit from 0945 to 1005 hours, which were girborne at 0730 to 0740
hours.

sra

0565 = 4 P-388 took off on a weather hop to Leghorn, Italy. Weather clear
over Sardinia and CAVU over Leghorn. Two ME-109s were sighted butithe
E/A evidently did not see the P-38s which were flying on the deck. The
Flight landed at 1030,

1320 - 12:PeiBs toock off on a Ses Sweep NW of Bastis, Corsica, Seven
enemy aircraft were sighted and during the encounter one ME-109 was
destroyedfand two demeged. The E/A were carrying belly tanks which they
did not ettis;.m during the engagamnt. The Flight landed at 1805.

! o BTy s i
*» waly f' * Cie Ay Oy ,”‘ JNALL QA p A, Pt

/LJ g :
9/ fug,w‘” dach. fﬂ-}‘:

Bq.mdron received orders to pack equipment for a move and INEE seven
Iransports loaded with Squadron equipment, seventy-seven enlisted men and ¢i .<
seven officers left between 1065 and 1200 hours for Gambut #5. One of

the Transports landed at Bentdni and proceeded to Gambut the following
morning, the six having proceeded to the field without stop-over.

Twenty-five of the Sguadron's P-38s left Ste Marie du Zit at 1545 for
Gambut #&. Two of the A/C turned back and twemty-three landed at
Gambut #d thinking it was #8. OUme of the A/C hit a rock Bile while
taxying and destroyed the aircraft when the landing gear folded.
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The Squadron's aircraft proceedad to Gambut 75 from #2 and the personnel set
up the equipment.

s B
— ﬁ\\ 2
Wothing to report. —
Tth

8 P-388 took off at 1200 hours to escort a cunvoy of two cruisers end four
Destroyers. Ths flight patrollsd over the convoy for thirty minutes; two

groups of spits were sighted comsisting of six planes. The flight landed

at Yuletide at' 1600 hours and r turned to base at 1800.

A Becond flight of eight FP-38s took off to escort a convoy of two cruisers and
four destrcyers at 1400 hours and patrolled over the vicinity for thirty min-
utee without ineident--landing at base 1730 hours.

which he had lighted in his tent.

L]

. Roy &, Quindt, Cpl., received 2nd degree burns when a gasoline burner exploded

Sth
Eight F-38s took off at 0905 to escort the convoy that was escorted the
preceeding day by the Squadron. Two of the aircraft returned early and six
patrolléd over the convoy for thirty-five minutes without incident--landing
at base at 1335.

Eight P-38s took off at 1250 to patpol over the Island of Lero. Flight was
fired upon by flak from S of Heraklion A/D and N of Lero Isiend. About six
boats were sighted about 10 miles § of Levindos Island going SE. The Flight
returned to base at 1626=-one aireraf't returned early.

The Squadron persomnel are getting a fair idem of the dessrt dust storms and
it isn't to their liking. All conversationiincludes the spaaka#% hopes of
another movement to better field-.-all grip‘ing and all very ready to return
to Ste Marie du Zit from which they were so enxious to move, The flights
which leave the field are directed to land at en alternate field if the base
is "duated“ in.

.n.b B —

The Squedrop woke up this morning to a dreary sky filled with dust and could
best descrifje the night of sleep as just plain hell becauto of the filtering
dust.

oth

—_—

. Another mission, which was to the Sgquasdron just routine, took off to patrol
the convoy which the Squadron had been patrolling for the previous two days,
at 1030 hours. The personnel huddle together inm small bunches--having the
attitude that they will just heve tc beur the discomforts of the diesert
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(9th Cont'd)

until someone decides it better to move to an airdroms better for operationms.

No one seems to be greatly interested in the results of the mission and in

fact heve come to the point of believing that the missions have no worth and

really do not expect rssults. The attitude of the members of the Sguadron
went into a gulck reverse when Major Leveretts and Lts. Sprinkle

and La Rue landed at 1930 hours to make the statement that there had besn

action. The Squadron of seven F-38s had reasched the convoy, one P-58 had

returned eerly, tc find that the cruiser was smoking as results of an air

attack. The seven P-38s climbed to altitude immsdiately and on the first

orbit around the convoy sighted from twenty-five to thirty JU-87s coming , /-

in to attack the convoy. Under Major Leverette's guiding hand the Fred W10

Flight of the Squadron were directed to stay up as top cover for Whibe Rﬂfﬂﬁ

Flight which wag going into attack the superior nymber of airecraft of the

ensmy. As az&QZ-flight dove to attack, a JU-88 which was previously un-

noticed by the Flight, came diving in to attack the rear aircraft of the

attackers. This JU-88 was finished off in short order by the alert top

cover end left the"sattackers to go about their business. In the dog fights,

lasting approximately fkitepn minutes, fifteen JU-87s were shot from the

skys by the attacking “Flight and the top cover had accounted for

another JU-87 which brought the grand toteal to seventeen. The story of

this sdtion was brought to a climax when Major Leverette made the state-

ment thet while closing to minimum renge in order to destroy his sixth

victim that the aircreft had dived abruptly and he being unabla to miss

the diving aircraft, had hit it and that three feet of his right propeller

had sliced through the sircraft. The remaining four ship’of the seven

ship flight were in a Matruh and would remain there over night.

-C: ] 7'. ;. > o \' L ! - r -

4

o
K -ty

J

T g FAAICE L

At | \
Heceived notification this AM that the Squadron would return to Ste Marie

du Zit. This informatinon wes gladly welcomed by all congerned as it meant
leaving the dust and sands of Libia.

Alth & 12th
Squadron packed and waiting for transportation.
ISth

First load of men andequipment left the figld at 0700 to return to Ste
Merie du Zit.

Five pilots assigned to the Squadron and wailting at Ste Maris for its
return, It is of intrest to note that the pilots have reached the Squed-
ron with more flying hours different forms of combat tactice than -

the usual replacements. % g
us P L) 1;529‘ 2 );qu“,qba,/lzij ’7g24«£5_2:; :
I4th

12 P-38s took off from Ste Marie at 1020 hours to escort B-26s to Grosseto,
Itely. The bombing results were uncbserved and the planes landed at base
at 1435 without incident.

&

~

I5th

Newly assigned pilots took off on pmactice flight to familiarize them- ii:
selves with the surrounding territory of the base. \

.
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New pilots given imstructions and pointers of Dive Bombing and took off on
mission to practice,

¢ 12t
Nothing to report.

18t

Homer L, Sprinkle, 2nd Lieut,, ASN 0=743527 and Julius T. Friend, Sgt. ASN
37058688, were killed when their plane crashed whle on local flight. The
crash occured about three miles South oi’ the Field (Ste llarie du Zit); the

cause undetermined, .onf Llvu - 2 :

Major Barker visitdd the Squadron this PM, Major Barker was recent.]y succeeded
as CO by Major William L, Levorett% and is now assistant to the Operations
Officer of 12th Headquarters: Eo.. ' to Con v ol

43th

. Homer L, Sprinkle, 2nd Lt,, 743527; and Julius T, Friend were buried in the
American Cemetéry in Tunis, North Africa. Thedeumﬁ killed when their
ME&” it three miles Seuth of the Field at 1520 hours, October
18,1943, le Services were held by Rev, Johpﬂon Captain, Group Chaplain,
at 1730 hours, R 5Anann

20th

¢ 12 P-38s took off at 1050 hours to escort B~l7s to to Marcigliana & Casale
~los [lrnd L/sz One P=38 returned early and eleven completed the mission with out
/ incident, Bombing results unobserved, Plane landed at 1540 hours.

Lieutenants Tindell, Wilhelm, Tyler, Townsend, Tatum, Stahl and Zimmerman
Qsigned to the Squadron, i i

2lst

12 P-38s took off at 0645 hours to escort B-17s which wee to bomb the RR
Viaduet at Terni, Italy., Two of the escort returmed’early, Two ME-109s

. were sighted--one of which made a pass at the escert but the other did not
approach the formation. The bembing results wees.noct specificadly visible
Ao-the=eggort but target area thought to be well covered, Six of the P-38s
returned at 1215 and four landed at Decimmomannu L/G, thies tetutning to the
field at a later hour and one remained at the L/G for repairs of the nose
wheel strut and short in electrieal system,

@ 25d-Ltey Robebt Fs-Basttger) ‘07488815 and Mabvin R, Hlston, 0-748935 Was.
assigned to the Squadron.
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Z2znd

12 P-38s took off at 10256 hours to escort B-2b6s which were to bomb the AR
Bridges at Grosseto, ltely. Target arss observed to be well coversd with
bombs. A dinghy was sighted conteining several men which wes thought to

be located about 456 miles due East of the Gult of Urosei. A submarine
sighted about seventy milss East of the North tip of Sardinie which quickly
submerged. Flanes landed at base 1526 hours.

Squadron informed that & part of the Air Kshelon and pilot would proceed
to Pﬁggia A/D and presume operations from that bese for an ingéfinate tims.
A A K £ J

Lieutenants Wayne L. Blue, 0-729307, Harry C. Crim, 0-558669, Robert E.

Gardner, 0-729555 and Robert D. Keel, 0-724100, lett the Squadron after

having completed fit'ty combst sorties. The Squadron personnel very much
regrédted seeing these pilots leave &s Lt. Crim and Gardner are the last
of the originel pilots to have lei't the States with the Squadron.

23rd

Seventeen mechanics and two ground Ufficers left field for Foggia A/D at
1026 hours, and 23 pilots proceeded to Foggia at L3556 hours.

23in

i§°§§$§,*é%&k off at 1085 hours to escort B-17s &nd B-24s out of the
Southern tip of Germany. The bombers were tc bomb the Messerschmitt
factory at Wienmer MNeustadt, Germany, but were unable to f'ind the target
becauss of a layer of very low cbouds which made the target area com-
pletly invisible. FPlanes landed at Foggie A/D at 1430 hours.

This Hissionf(marks a Red Letter day for the Bquadron as it is the first
mission over Germany-=-the objective of all operations.

Z25tn

Twenty-two of the Sguadron A/C returned from Foggis A/D at 13550 hours.
The romaining two A/C are to return at a later date.

26th

Hight of the newly assigned pilots tock off on a practice dive bombing
mission under the supervision of some of the experienced pilots.

27th
Two practice mission flowémdive bombing end strafing.
28th

g A~
Frectice mission flown by the unexperienced pilots so that they might
become better acquainted with formetion flying.
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28th 7

—— o
—

Twelve (12) P=38s took off at 0B850 hours to escort B=17s to bombftns*H%BdI}J
Works at Torino, Italy. Iwo of the FP-38s returned early. The Bheel Works
not bombed due to overcest at target and the town of Genoas, mn alternate,
was bombed, The results of bombing unobserved by the escort. At approx-
imately 1230 hours, Flight Officer Rigis Jeffries, T-694, and 2nd Lieut.
Edmind A. Tindell, 0-746223, reported to the Squadron Leader that they were
returning to base as one of the A/C hed an engine cutting out. These pilots
unreported from that hour., The remeining eight P-38d returned to the base
at 1740 hours having first lended at Decimomannu, Sardinia, before return=

ing to base.

SO0th

12 P-38s took off at 0845 hours to escort B-17s to bomb Ball Bearing Works
at Torino., Italy. 8ix of the Squadron A/C developed miscellameous high
altitude troubles and returned after e short time--three more were forced to
return when gbout ten iiles from the coast of Italy. and the three remaining
A/C slso returned as there were too few P-38s to participate as escort. The
flight was ldowmdi at 1425 hours.

Flight Officer Regis Jefferies and 2nd Lt. Edmund A. Tindell returnedto base.
The Two Filots were unreported after mission of 39 Ustober 1943, The two
ghips bad set down at Ajmccio A/D due to engine trouble end were forsced to
remain over night before returning to base.

slst
12 P-38s took off at 1030 hours to escort B-28s to Civitavecchia, Italy.
The escort observed many bomb to hit in the areacf the harbor installations

and it is believed that oil stora-e tenics were probably blown up as much black
smoke was seen. The Flight returned st 1435 hours without incident.

Ist November 1543

Twenty-one of the Squadrons F-38s took off at 1445 hours enroute to Foggia
#3 L/G where they are to remain for an indifinate period. Iwo &f the P-38s
returned to the base due to engine trouble.
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16 P-38s returnedto this base from Foggis #3 L/G between 1646 and 1710 hours
Three planes remained at Foggia.
ath

Two .of the.three remaining ships at Foggia returned to home base.
bth

12 P-38s took off gt 0850 to escort Bombers to bomb the Ball Bearing Factory
in Northern Italy., The flight had jsut beceme mirvorne when the mission was
called off due to weather conditions.

A Flight of twelve shipe were alerted for a Div Bombing Migsion but was called
off due to weather conditions.

The last remaining ships at Foggia #3 L/G returned to this base.

oth

8 F-388 took off at 0940 hours to furnish fighter secort to bomb the KR Bridges
Bouth of Orvieto, ltaly. Several near misses observed by the escort. Flight
landed at 1435 hours without incident.

7th

Mission schedusled at 0940 ho 08959 hours for 24 planes but called off due to
weather conditions. ;

8th

Twenty-three P-38s took off to escort B-17s which werd to bomb the Ball Bearing
Works at Torino, Italy. The escort turned back at Imperia, Italy, due to part
of the A/C having engines cutting out end luw on fuel. Two of the A/C returned
early, eleven returned at 1520 and ten returmed et 1710 hours.

a2

12 ¥-38s took off at 0BOS hours to escort B-17s to Bolzamo, ltaly. UThree of the
A/C returned eerly and nine were forced to turn back at Brescim, Italy, due to
£8§, 5 Five of the A/C rot@rmed at 1630 hours. 2nd Lts. Richard G. Atckison,
07455?%?4%36hhs W. S8mith, 0736393, David A. Vann, 0726422, and Flight Officer
Regis Jeffries are missing but are believed to be landed in Sardinias.

10th

REleven P-38s tock off at 0715 to escort B-17s to bomb KR Yards st Bolzano,
Italy. The Flight ran into bad weather and were forced to turn back over the
Gulf of Orosei, Sardinia. The Flight lended at 1120 hours.

=y ]
; v and F/O Jeffries returned to base. The three ships
2t:zt;i:::§ gt:i};gn;ofagi'in Ajiécio. Sardinis and remained -there overmight.
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} ) ' 1 JANUARY 1944 .

,/thJt

Nothing to report. £ M 2.4 [ 0O- lfé, 7
3 e S

Major Williem L. Leverette wes decorated with the D.5.C., lst Lt. Troy T. Henoa
the DeFsC. snd T/Sgts. Johmson, Lareen and Gillet were decorated with the Legion
of Kerit by Gen. Atkison.

set

16 P-28s took off st 0750 to escort E-17s to bomb the Ball Buaring Works et
Torino, Itely. About ten ME-109s sighted ebout 36 miles from the coast SW of
Rome.and ten moure near Torine. Two ME-109s attacked the bombers but were drivem
off. The BfA were very un-sggressive. Escort did not sse bombing results. Two
P-3B8e returned eerly and two returned at 1556 hours.

ith

11 P-38s returned at 1245 hours from mission of 3 Januery. The A/C remeined in
Decimonennéd over night where they landed to refuel. One P-38 remsined there dus
to mechgnical trouble.

sth,

1st Lt. Robert L. Margison returned from Decimomennd where he remsined after
landing tc refuel from mission of & Januery 1944.

Nothing to report.
7th
16 P~4Bs took off et 0800 to escort 5-1Ts to bomb Weiner Neustadt Messerschmitt

Factory. The bombers split over the target snd the Squadron follewed some
bembers to Fiume where they bombed the M/Y. No E/h sighted. Two P-38s returned

|
* early and 14 returned at 1400 hours without incddent.
gth
16 P-3Bs tock off at 0BBO to escort B-1Ts to Keggic | 6, two ,P-388 returned
eerly. Ons of them wes destroysd when Lt Sullivm'sm% wes intefer-
red with by e Spitfire at llaples. Lt. Sulliven was uninjured. 7The Bombsrs bomb-
ed the U/Y and A/D et Regglo snd the terget eres seemed well coverad with bombs,
._ also oil storage tank probebly hit es much bleck smoke observed. 13 P-iBs
returned at 1510 hours.
Eth
15 P-38s took off at 0930 to escort B-17s to Fiume. Due to overcast, Fola, the
elternate target, was bombed#. The terget appesred tuv be well cobered with bombs
end also a few bomb strikes werse cbsergved on teo smell Islends near Fola. 18
. P-388 returned at 1245 hours without incgdent.
L
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10th

Fifteen P-38s tock off at 1006 hours to escort B-17s to Solis, bBulgaria. Approx-
imately 25 ME-109s and FW-180 were encounterad over the target srea. ‘The sneny
sircraft attacked agcressively end broke up the Flight formetions, ceusing the
Squadron to resort "sto a Lufperry formetion for protection. By bresking out

of the Lufberry when E/A ventured too close, or wat attscking P-388 “in the circle,
three E/A were dsstroyed, one probsbly destrogod and thres demaged, credit for
victories being given as follows:

Lt. Wilkins-- 1 FW-190 destroyed end 1 FW-150 damsged.
Lt. Tetum -- 1 FW-150 destroyec.

Lt. Mergison- 1 ME-109 destroyed.

Lt. Smith == 1 ME-109 damaged.

Lo, Tyler -- 1 ME-109 demsged.

Thess victories were mccomplished egainst a superior number of ensmy
sircratt and & fest of which the Sguedron is rightfully proud of as their
sncounter with the enemy sircratt left the PBombers to press home their bomb-
ing run with devestating effect on Sofie, Nezi lald-eapbini-city-of -dulgaria.
Fiftesn plenes returned safely %o besse at 1430 hours.

JIAE

hirteen F-3%88 took off at 0940 houre to escort B-17s to bomb Piraeus Harbor,
Greecs. Three B-17s were seen to zo down as e result of a mid-air collisiom.
The Bombers called out that they were turning back nesar Corinth and the Escor-
ing P-38s returned gt this time, landing at base at 1620 hours.

IZth
Nothing to report. -

isth

Severntesn P-3B8s took oif st 0840 to escort B-17s to bomb Guidonia,&/b. Homs ,
Itely. The Escorting ¥-38s were sttacked by ebout 25 to %0 Mi-10Us mbout

/< wmew miles North of Home. The sttecks were made from above the overcest and
on thne first puss the mttackers suceeeded in shooting out one engine on Lt.
Dals W. Tylerk aircrpft emthe—fires—pass. He called out that he was hit end
Lt. Walter L. Brower, who was pressing home an attack on ar enemy sircraft,
imnadjstely manusvered into position to afford him protectiom but Lt. Tyler
festhered one propellor and started down st about 350 mpn nnd headed out %o
the cosst Horth of Fiumicino exd apperently the sircraft was under sontrol;
so Lt. Browers assuming that he was returning to base; returned to formetions
Lt. Tyler wns not seen aftsr this sction. Lt. Paul k. Wilkins destroyed onas
ME-109 which was pressing home an attack on a P-38 end Lt, Cleveland J. Tatum
rdamaged an ME-109, The bombing results were unobserved. Une F-36 returned
early end 1b returnsd et 1330 hours. :

14th

Sixtesn P-388 took off st 0945 to escort B-17s to Mostar, Yugoslevia,

Lz
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Tath Cent™

The bomb strikes mppeared to cover the target area. OSixteen planes completed
the mission and returned to base st 1230 hours without incddent.

Isth

’ Eighteen P-38gs took off' at 0940 hours to escort B-17s which were to bomb the
M/Y at Certzldo and Arezzo and Viaduct st bucine, Italy. Three planes returned
early. Escorting pilots beleived the Viaducts at Bucine to be well covered with
bombs but bombs strikes on other tergets were not observed. This proved
to be an uneventful mission for the escourt and the Flight of fifteen returmed
at 1440 hours.

2nd Lieut. John C. Ingrem, Jr., 0-750599 assigned to this Squadron.
2nd Lieut. Faul H. Wilkins completed fifty mission over ememy held territory.
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17th

14 P-38s took off at 0926 hours to escort B-17s to bomb RR &/Y at Frato, Italy.
Escort beleived several direct bomb hits were mede on the targets. Mo L/A

were sighted and the flight was made without incédent until reaching Ancén@_on
the return trip et which time 2nd Lieut. Frank O. Rcoks, 0-749087, lef't the form-
ation beceuse hs was low on oxygen. Lit. Rooks was later heard to @ call a homing
station for emefigéncy homing snd a fix place him at 44° 25' N 140 59' E but wes
not heard to eckowledge. 13 planes of the originel 14 plenes landed safely

et 1510 hours.

I5th

Pistoia and Ponteders KR Junction were the targets for the B-17s esgorépby the
Squadron's 13 ship Flight, taking off at 1125 hours. Escorting pilots beleived
the target area well covered with bombs. No flek or B/A were sizhted, 13 ships
returned safely at 1545 hours without incedent.

Seconl Lieutenant Irank U. Rooks8, 0-7420687, remaines were found where he had
crashed into a mountain near Rosets Velfortare, Italy.

19th

15 P-38s took olf at 1020 hours to escort B-17s to Ciampino 4/U Rome, Itely.
Cnly two L/A were sighted but did mot approsch the formation. The A/D eppeared
to be well blanketed with bombs. 18 F-38s réturned to bmse at 1345 hours with-
out incident.

A Group librery was cpensd with & variety of reading meterial available. This
is gretly appreciated by the Squadron as it will afiord mesny hours of recreationm.

20th

12 P-58s took off st 1045 hours to escort B-17s to bomb Cismpimo A/D Kome, Italy.
No B/A were sighted. Specific results of bomb strikes wers not observed but
could see oil fire burning when 40 miles away from the terget. OUnme A/t returned
early and sleven returned et 1430 hours,

2nd Lieut. Joseph A. Garrity, 0-750L70, assigned to the Squaedrom.

2rst

13 P-Z8s took off at 0835 hours to escort B-17s to bomb Le Tube & Salon A/bs,
¥France. While the bombers were on their bombing run five FW-130 made & pass at
the bombers but they turned in flight when the #scorting P-38s dove om them. The
Target seemed well covered, hitting hangers, buildings and disperal area. The
P-58s landed in Sardinia, Pefusled and returned tc base at 1700 hours.

lst Lt. Doneld Koss McMahon, 0-885287, joined the sSguadron
/M ﬁsz,w;: 7, é&w Chderd’ flp. /G w LE5AE, y2a
D 194, testsivide tho datobisis S s
gy s fedts #re X _Fadilere A

gy FLY, Tdeph /743, at Lat

T
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2Znd

First Lisutemants Harry 1. Henna, Charlee W. Herall, Robert L., Highsmith snd John
R. Wilkes depatted for the U.8. for & well deserved rest after completing 50
combet missions over ememy held territory.

The Squedron met the 48th Basketeers in Foggia for the first game of the season.

. and toppled them with a2 neat low scores of 16 - 6. The Squadron's was represented
by Sgts. Anderson, Alley, Gatski, Ingslls, Willey and Cpls. Cohen, Lockwood, Kistow
and Potka.

2ord

13 P-38s took off at 1430 hours to dive bomb Targets of Upportumity om the Rome
Riet¢ Road, Italy. Ten P-38s dropped 16 bombs on the Fano Bridge maeking several
direct hits and near misses; also hits on road leading to bridge. Due to smoke
the spescific results of the bombing could not be cbserved. Iwo dropped one bomb
each on the Cesano River Bridge and reported neer misses. Ome plane returnmed
early and 12 lended at 1620 hours.

Memorial Services were held by Rew. Mobinson, Captain, Group Chaplain, at 18530
hours in memory-of Lieutenant Framk U. Hooks.

Z4th

. 9 P-38s took off at 0945 hours to escort B-17s to bomd Sofia A/D, Bulgaria.
Approximately six unidentified E/k gighted Last of Skoplje but disappeared when
the escort turned into them. The escort left the bombers before reaching the
target due to e shortege of gas. On the return trip, Lt. Venn, Squadrorn Leader,
became unconscious for guite a few minutes due to oxygen trouble. Fer a whils
he wes making 360° turns end the pilote were uneble to get en answer from him
on the Xadio. He later lauded at Brindisi with F/0 white. Cme pleme returned
early and six landed at their btase from 1650 to 1715 hours,

2bth
Lt. Vann and F/O White returned from Brindisi where they landed 24 January to
refuel.
z6th - 0,
KA 0y

Ho Mission scheduled. This is the firstiﬁi!_sincg 7 Januery hhnt—tnE‘S§§;dron
hwe-not hed & missicn schedusl-er-elzeUm Ttand=by-atatus.

Coffee and tasty doughnuts were served to the personmmel from 1400 to 1600 hours
by the Red Lross which were greatly apprsciated.

ZTthR

16 P-38s took .off at 0U0E to escort B-17s, which bombed the Salon A/D, France.
. 12 Fii-190 and one or two ME-109s were oncountered over the target. Lts. brower

S
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27th Cont'd

and lathews each succeeded in demaging s FW-190. The bombing was unobserved as

the Fighters were engeged with the enemy at the time. <Shortly after the emcounter

with the enemy, Lt. Sziich's left engine ceught fire forcing him to feather it.

As he was approaching Ajaccio, Corsica, his right engine stopped, due to the lack

of gas, and he crashed landed his shij. Lt. Bziich was uninjured. Ome plane

lI.'\L‘ returned early and 13 landed at 1645 hours. i o 1 o

= TN~ . FlepR [ ‘."I,_ g

~ Joe E Brown put on a great show at our base this afternocn. He was alome, having
no eurvacious female to assist him, but he had meny funny dtoriaﬁ,and told them
as only he with his famcus kisser could tell them. The men enjoyed every minute
of it, although they had to stand with a chilly wind blowing, as everyone seemed
to sense here was one resl grand guys Iis pantomine vaseball picher's skit was a
terrific hit. Joe seid he wented to hear & lot of laughter--nothing serious--snd
that the men could laugh all they wanted to at his mug but thet he was laughing
too as he had about & thousend funny mugs to Yook at. Hany knew that he lost a
son, & pilot, in the Pacific but he mever mentiomed that. As the men said "Joe is
strictly GI", snd he is tops with them.

28th !

13 P-38s took off at 0855 hours to escort 3-17s which bombed Avisno A/D, Italy.
Three fires were seen, two of which were emitting black smoke and ome white smoke.
No E/A were sizhted but one P-38s was seen which acted rether suspicicusly. This

‘6 did not attempt to join the formations nor was an answer received when an
attempt was made to comtact the ship by radio. The A/C was last sesn proceeding
Southeast along the coast of Yugoslavia. Two F-38s returned cearly and elsven
returned safely at 1315 hours.

25th

Lt. Dobbins called in his Powerful Static Section Tem and eksd out a close winning
score of 10 - 9 over Capt. (Doc.) Cuttis's Camp Area Scrubs in a fast seven inning
softball game of many clean hits and meny errors.

30th
No mission scheduled.

Lt. Dobbins wallowing in the glory of his powerful Static Sectiom ten called them

on’ the field egain to-day so thet they might repeat their wvictory of the preceeding
dey but they wemt down under a humilisting defect as Capt. (Doc.) Curtis's Cemp Area
Scrubs topped them off with a neat score of 13 te 4, and though the game was as fast,
the ballyhooing was not so strong as lhe preceeding day es Lt. Lobbing spirit was
dovn to an all time low.

L
slst

15 P-38s took off at 0855 hours to escort B-17s to Klagemfurt, Asstris, Ebout
__eight unidentified E/A were sighted atout 10 miles SW of Terget just before bomb-
.’ ing run. They were at ebout 5000' below the formation and dispppeared without
attempting to attack. The bombing ressults wag: not observed. Three P-38s re-
turned early and ten returmed at 13&5 without incident.
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