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Division and promoted to first lieutenant. During the war, he was
awarded the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Purple Heart with 
two oak clusters, and Bronze Star. After the war, Wells received a
Ph.D. from Princeton and had a long teaching career. His final
teaching position was at the University of Missouri until retirement 
in 1985. 

Dr. Wells is a great storyteller, and this book offers exceptional
reading. The first three chapters describe his experiences in basic
training, advanced infantry training, assignment to a unit and then
his selection to attend Officer Candidate School. We read of life on a
transport ship, and experiences in “repple depples,” i.e, replacement
depots. While in the last replacement depot, before entering combat,
he hears frightening tales of trench foot, the German 88s, battle
fatigue, and American troops running away from battle.

In Chapter 4, Wells reaches the combat zone, but the most intense
combat narrative starts in Chapter 12. Before that we read of his unit
in reserve, being wounded, and hospital stories. He comments on
significant issues; stating that many men did not fire their weapons
and laid low until safe to move forward. Also, he supports the view
that the delay in pushing inland from the Anzio beachhead was a
serious error. The corps commander, Maj. Gen. John P. Lucas, is
assigned blame for this and other perceived shortcomings, so troops
are pleased when an aggressive Maj. Gen. Lucian K. Truscott, Jr.
replaces him.

By March 1945, the Allied forces were ready to quickly capture
Italy. First Lt. Wells leads a machine gun platoon. He describes the
action and in broader terms the evolution of a soldier. Wells details in
daily reporting the spring offensive, April 14th to May 3d and the
surrender of all enemy forces in Italy. In great detail, Wells recounts
the action and its human costs to both sides and the Italian civilians.
By April 22d the German front was broken and the race was on to the
Po Valley. That victory was close became evident as they passed
through Italian villages and were warmly greeted.

Following the German surrender, First Lt. Wells is able to exper-
ience the pleasures of liberation in Paris and Germany. His journal
preparation is eased when he finds a German typewriter. He recounts
two “fairy-tale” romances and that his two years in the Army and in
battle had left him numb and listless, and uncertain as to his future.
He returns home and breaks off his relationship with his first love,
who had waited over two years for his return and marriage. The 
book ends at this point. Without the book’s “In Memoriam” we
would be left wondering what came next. The In Memoriam relates
his postwar success as a university professor, husband of fifty years,
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father, grandfather, his passing in 2000, and that “his was truly a life
worth living.”

This book joins the list of notable World War II personal accounts.
Lloyd Wells was such an effective writer that we enter his world and
share in his pains, joy, humor, and at the end worry over the hopeless
dilemmas he feels. The book is a must read for its descriptions of a
simpler time, and one that so changed the men and women of that
generation.

D. Colt Denfeld

Spying from the Sky: At the Controls of U.S. Cold War Aerial
Intelligence, by Robert L. Richardson. Havertown, Pa.: Casemate
Publishing, 2020. 312 pp., $34.95.

A biography is always a welcome subject, especially when the
person in question may be someone less than well known yet who
has lived a unique and interesting life. Such is the case with Col.
William J. Gregory (ret.) who is featured in this publication. Not only
does one get his life story but also a lot of information on missions
and operations undertaken or commanded by Gregory, virtually all
of which has been declassified (in spite of reluctance on his part to
discuss said information).

Rarely does one encounter any American military service mem-
ber who has served in World War II as a fighter pilot (P-38s), flown
bombers (B-47s) and strategic reconnaissance aircraft (RB-57s) in the
Cold War, and finally served with the Central Intelligence Agency
over the course of many of the most important missions of the aerial
surveillance era (U-2s) across the globe, up to the advent of the SR-71
“Blackbird.”

Born into poverty in Tennessee, growing up a sharecropper’s son,
it certainly was somewhat surprising that Gregory became the first
one in his family to go to college. That wasn’t easy, as the country was
still in the throes of the Great Depression. Along the way, he obtained
the opportunity to go to flight school, and with the war raging in
Europe and the country on the cusp of entering it, he earned a com-
mission in the Air Force.

His service in World War II was in the Mediterranean Theater 
of Operations. His sorties involved bomber escort, dive-bombing, 
and strafing targets of opportunity. Along the way, he lost at least 
one friend with whom he had gone to flight school. Indeed, his
marriage came as a result of the loss of his wife’s fiancé in a flight
training accident. 
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Sighted Sub, Sank Same: The United States Navy’s Air Campaign
Against the U-boat, by Alan C. Carey. Havertown, Pa.: Casemate
Publishers, 2019. 217 pp., $34.95. 

During World War II, the U.S. Navy fought a global war against
Germany, Italy, and Japan, but the Navy’s air and sea campaign
against German naval forces in the Atlantic Ocean and the
Mediterranean Sea has received scant telling when compared to the
literature available on the naval war against Japan in the Pacific
Ocean. While the U.S. Navy during World War II did engage German
warships in the coastal waters of Europe, their main foe was the
German U-boat. The four-year battle against Germany’s submarine
force took place in the North and South Atlantic Oceans, the
Mediterranean and Caribbean Seas, and the Gulf of Mexico. Within
this battle against the U-boats, the U.S. Navy deployed land, sea, and
carrier-based aircraft and shore-based blimps.

The title of the book comes from a radio message sent by Aviation
Machinist Mate First Class Donald F. Mason on 28 January 1942. On
that day, Mason, while a pilot of a Patrol Squadron 82 (VP-82) PBO-1
Hudson, attacked with bombs U-85, which was operating in the
waters off of Newfoundland. After the attack, Mason sent a message
back to NAS Argentia that read, “Sighted Sub, Sank Same.” This
phrase received much play in the U.S. news media during the war.
Unfortunately, U-85 was not sunk in this attack and would survive
for another year. The Navy’s aerial war against German U-boats
during World War II can be summarized as follows: spectator, failure,
neutralizer, pulverizer, and destroyer. From 1939 through 1941, the
United States was neutral and thus a spectator. Then in 1942, with the
United States now at war with Germany, it was a failure, as German
U-boasts were able to operate with impunity along the eastern coast
of the United States. Then during 1943, the German U-boat fleet was
neutralized by U.S. Navy shore, sea-based, and carrier aircraft. The
following year saw the German U-boat fleet pulverized, as improved
and new weapon systems were added to the Navy’s aerial anti-U-
boat arsenal. Then during 1945, the U.S. Navy, after integrating its
anti-submarine aerial and surface forces under the command of the
10th Fleet, destroyed the German U-boat arm.   American naval air
assets directed against German U-boats grew in 1942 from one blimp
squadron, VZ-12, based in New Jersey, to 12 blimp squadrons based
in the United States, Brazil, the British West Indies, and French
Morocco. While land and sea-based patrol bomber squadrons’ (VP)
assets grew from 16 squadrons in 1942 based along the eastern coast
of the United States and Panama, to 44 patrol bomber squadrons

Gregory was a reserve officer and re-entered active duty when
called up during the Korean War. He made the Air Force a career, as
he then found himself flying the aforementioned aircraft during the
1950s and 1960s. The aerial surveillance aspect meant frequent
deployments and considerable missed time with family, as his family
had no idea where he might be while he was gone. 

Flying also meant being on the front lines of the Cold War, as the
United States needed as much intelligence as it could get on the
Soviet and Chinese (and later the North Vietnamese) orders of battle,
intentions, capabilities and the locations of much of their defensive
and offensive military infrastructure and weapons systems. These
missions were fraught with risk by virtue of accidents, pilot error,
mechanical failures and the ever-present possibility of a shoot down
for violating a nation’s airspace, as was the case of Francis Gary
Powers in May 1960.

Gregory was even involved in the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962,
leading the detachment which overflew the island and provided the
intelligence by which President John F. Kennedy justified his block-
ade and forced the Soviets to back down and remove their missiles.

Not surprisingly, his leadership and meritorious service resulted
in promotion, awards and commendations, including four awards of
the Legion of Merit and the CIA Medal of Merit, and all of which are
listed in an appendix. The other appendices include the many aircraft
flown by Colonel Gregory, the text of a personal letter of commenda-
tion from President Kennedy, a list of U-2 missions flown by the
detachment led by Gregory, his handwritten mission flight checklist,
the standard P-38 flight formation issued to pilots and a lengthy
explanation of the Corona Satellite Reconnaissance Program.

Interspersed throughout the text are italicized, clarifying, and
contextual quotes from Gregory himself and many photographs from
the National Archives, Army and Navy, Lockheed Martin, the
Gregory family, and other sources. Although there is no biblio-
graphy, the endnotes provide additional information and context and
demonstrate considerable research by the author in declassified
government documents, newspapers, magazine articles, reports and
other sources.

This is certainly a publication meant for those who have an interest
in aviation, the Cold War, and aerial surveillance. It is gratifying to
finally have an opportunity to learn, know and understand much of
what went on behind the scenes in defending this country during a
critical period in its history. 

Stuart McClung




