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·:~, SEC~T 
2 Apri.l · 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Whale Tal~ · III Laun~hing and L~nding of ~ U-2 from 
. uss' Ranger duririg ; period 29 Febr:uary, 3 March, 
9· ~ · lO ~ March 1964 - · ·1 ' 

; ·. ~ .. - -' 

1; ~river Involve~ent-

a .. During the above · peri~d·.- Mr Robert · Schumacher, 
Lockhee~ test pilo~:, .. Messrs. · Barnes ; I Eaens·: and··· Bedford, 
Detachment G'.·dri vers, successful·ly' completed the ·. requlred . touch· 
anti go's and arrestments : necessary to qualify .· them for ~U-2 
operation · from ' an· iircraft barrie~. ·· - - · · ~ ·· · · ·V• 

~ . ":: ·; '._ . ::. . ' • . . 'j . --· 

I ' i~ 

2. Sequence of Events 
J · • ' :- ·. • ~ • • • I • • • ~· p 

· a ·. · 28· February ··::.. The Edwards Detachmi:mt · perso!nned ,_ 
the Lockheed representatives, :and· the · group ' froin .· Heaaquarters 
arrived • ~board- the . carrier USS 'Range-r at Nor:tli'-' lslaii_d_J · -~; :· . . · 

. . ·: . . "' . ~ ~ - ~- . '~.-. . ! ~ :·.: r ~ . 

. b. 29 Pebruary- At. 0830• on" 29 .. FetifuarY~7the ! c~r~ier 
proceeded . approxim~tely 20 · miles . out to s 'ea to await· the' ·arrival 
of Mr . . Schumacher · ferrying:: the .- U-'2 . from~'Burbank. ·. Mr ·~ · Schuinacher · 
made several successful totich .' a!nd'' go approacne§~: but 1 6h ~ 1B.s f-irst 
trap he approached· with the~ nose set towards the :• di:wk·: and :. the 
aircraft 'hook engaged ;· the arresting cable approximately 18 ' inbhes 
froin '· the ·aeck. This resulted in the nose of the U-2 coming in 
contact with the deck destroying the pito-u tube and damaging 
the fuse!~ge. ~ Th~ · ~±rc~~ft - was rem&~~d to L the ' hahg~~~ d~ck ~ ~ia 
the ,; eleva tor · situated' aft · of : th~ ' island·, = .. where the Iftickheed 

~_L~---9mech~riics · proceeded : to - rnake ' the necessary repairs. Upon completion 
f the repairs, the ·aircraft was returned to Burbank by Mr. 

humacher '. The Ranger returned to r North ;Island\ - · ·: · · 

c ~ : 2 ·:: March - Once again Mr. · Schumacher rend~zvoused 
L__------nr-r-.-.-.-Jthe Ranger -~ approximately 20 . miles from·· San' Diego ·shore ' iine 

d after· ·niaking - se~era;t · touch · and 'go approaches 'successfully 
~mpleted 4 trilf landings. 

• . ,::. . 

Dl · · d. , Following Mr. Sch~rnac~er 's performance, Mr. Robert 
ricsori from <:'Detachment G took. off in the u-2 · and. made sev~ral 
<htich · and . go approaches '. · It ·· was observed tha t •- Mr ·, · Ericson was 
Jving difficulty in landing the aircraft on the carrier. It was 
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also pointed out that a Norweign trawler was observed in close 
proximity to the carri~r during this exercise which req~ired 
Capt. Lemo~, the Skipper of the Ranger, .. to .. remove the Ranger 
from the vicinity of ,the tpawler. - This procedure . required 
approximately 15 minute~, during which time Mr. Er~cson wa~ 
consuming very precious ·fuel. After making .another touch and 
go approach, it was decided to have Ericson return to North 
Island i~stead of attempting to land on the carrier. - ~he writer 
immedi.a tely followed -Mr. ·. Ericson from the carrier by Navy air­
craft and arrJved at North Island in .company with Messrs. · Barnes, 
Schumacher, and 3 Lockheed maintenance types_ shortly after 
Ericson. Ericson arrived at -North Island ~ith five gallons of 
fuel re~aining in the aircraft. 

e. The writer took the necessary steps to insure the 
security of tpe aircraft at North Island afte~ it had been deter­
mined t _hat the weather both at Edwards and Burbank did. not permit 
the .. aircraft to proceed to those locations. The writer in 
comP.~my .with the above group ·remained at· North Island overnight 
and left at 0615 the following morning for the carrier . . 

f. 3 March- Mr. Barnes left North Island with the U-2 
and Mr. E~icson accompanied the writer and the Lockheed group 
by Navy aircraft ±b-th~ R~ng~r. Shortly after the arrival of 
the writer aboard the -.Ranger, . Mr. Barnes. proceeded to make two 
touch and go approache's' the .second of which ""resulted . in his 
shearing _part of the star board wing tip which destroyed his 
righi airlon resulting iri2his being ordered to return directly 
to North Base. Al though..·~·xperiencing som.e difficulty in navigating 
the aircraft enrbute, Mr. Barnes did eff~ct a satisfactory landing 
at North Base, without incident. The Ranger then returned to Nor.th 
Island and it was decided to continue the exercise on 9. and 10 
March 1964. 

g. 8 ~arch: - Once again the writer _ in company with 
Messrs. Cu~ningham and Cherbonneaux along with the . Edwards 
Detachment personnel ar:rived aboard the USS Rang~r. . . 

' . 
h. 9 March - The Ranger proceeded to a point approxi­

mately 20 miles from the . San Diego coast line to await ~he arrival 
of the first U-2 being fiown by Mr . . Barnes~ The airc-raft arrived 
in .the pattern at approximately 1045 .hours and- Mr. Barnes made 
seve~_al touch and .. go apJ?roaches. anfl--c-OIIlDleted two__s_ucce:ssf:_ul_tr_an, 
land~ngs. Follow~ng th~s exerc~se l__ __ _ ___j 

j jarr 1"·· =-=v-=-e""""d' .. -w~i--=t"'h':,-· ,-:r:t"h-=-e--=s-:-e-c=-o=-n::-:-:::'id-_..,.,-_.......-,---=s:::-h-=-o=t __, 
several touch and go landings and successfully completed four 
arrested landings. Once again Mr. Barnes took off to complete 
successfully his two remaining trap landings and prior to the 
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completion of 
to accomplish 
t:f~P i a.ricUng . 
approxi'nia te.l y 

the afte'rrio~:m 's .ex~rcise; Mr .. E~dens als~ m'a:na{ged 
sev'era,l tqhch: arid ,go 'apprqcidnes 'anq ',oh~.; · ~ticdessful 

The _gro~p )~emaihe·d ·a.boarq · .. ~t'h.e( ,l.mnger' {?ve~nfgh.t 
20 miles off the .San Diego ~coast. . . . ·· ' ' ., 

0 

t ~ ~ i ~ : : -..,.t ?l ~ 0": I J 0 
0 

M O" 

. . i._ . 10 M.ardh. ~:_ · .pur.irfg' ~ tn~ mofri.l.ng: ·of io ~ardl)_ ; ' Mr. ·.Edens 
cof!ipleted his th!ee · rem~iP,irig -t;r~p 'HtA~j,ng~ · s:ucc_essfu.lly ''and Mr. 
Be.~~ord cq~pleted _fqur touch an4. 'go ; !iP.P.r.oach~~· arid three tf3,p . 
landings. · Like Mr. Schumacher 1 ·Mr . Bedford ori Jh's 'tliii'd ·trap . 
landj,Eig_ dove ;fo;r ·t~e .,deck upqri. ~h.f.s appf()~6h )uid ·~ii:ffe'red'!:mii,_~or 
damage · t ·o tlie J)o~e ;:<?f th·e · .ai'r·craft ;· _· .. X~- ·a · :re.~~li·' 'ci:f ' thi~ ,.dam'age, 
it. wa.s de¢i4ed .. to· t'E~rminate ' the qualif:lcatibris · ii-t ··this :Po'int and 
return the aircraft to the hangar deck for repair by the Lockheed 
group. Meanwhile i;he . other U-.2 was r~fuel,.ed :to full _C1!-P~C~ ty, 
1345 gal i .on~ ... and . . ~.as.: succe'ssftlolly.' lall,ndh~d by ~M~ .··; Scn\tmach'ei 
~or r~t,urn.·~;foJJ~9ft~,_ )3a~e, : · ·_.)'t - ~-~:s · ~no ,tecf ; ~ -~at' . .t~:~.s ·-~~~ncAi~(w,~s 
su~ceE?;sfully , co~pleted w1th1n 550' of the carr1er runway. After 
the -second aircraft was repaired, Mr. Barnes returned to North 
Island and the Headquarte~s .and ~Edwards Detachment personnel 
disembarke~· ~. ' :. ' . ; :; . " . ' ' '. J. { ' ' : ••• • , > • ". • ' : • •• • . r : .: 

·sec;uri ty 
~ . ;. - .. _ . -~ .. 

. · ·. ·., ~- . : :':(n \fie 'op~riiqn' · 'o ,f.': t:he ·~~;i:i .. te~, ·tilE¥ : ~ec~fi ty sti'pp<;>rt 
pr<;>vide~ b}\ . the .Marine 4e:taqhment; ab.oa.'rq . _the _spip· w.a.s: .. excellent . 
Thrp1,1gh Capt. Frede·r ·ic ,Tolfeson; -commanding Officer ·of the Marine 
detachment ab·oard the Range'r; we ·were able to insure more than 
adequate coy,erage. over the Bird fuel trucks, and all related 
equipment~ · ' Capt: Tolleson was · provided an access list reflecting 
the names of the in~ividuals whq.would have need to wor~ on the 
Bird .or mak·~ ~~se· o:( any .· of i'Q.~ , 's:P;es'ial;~ ~ci'uip.rn,emt. : . .' . ~: . 

'', : )",I : ' ." • ·, ,. "> 'T ' ' \ 1 1 1 ' : ., 

b~ .,An air-corid~~ioned . .' ~rea . approximate.ly ~500 . ."~q~ , ft. 
situate.d ad,jacEmt . to , the ' iiumber 4 ' el.eyator appro~imately 2 decks 
above the hang'e'r d'eck w:lil 'be ' available for t 'he st'orage of the 
B configuration, the .tr .. ac~er. camera, . an.d. other. .special equipment. 
There wilL b.e . tw·o ' ent:r.ances'' to . t h is ar·ea, '6'n,e ·:·aqja~ent to :.t~e 
eiev'a t6r .. which is : controlled from · inside · 'the· special equipment 
area and 'the ' other' .a ' se'dure door ' whic'h wiii be gm1r'ded by . a 
Marine sentr'Y, ·also on a 24 hour basis. This door, which is 
controlled .by ~n ele.~tr.ic b't,Izz .. e.r, ~s opene~ f,ro~ _the ~~~~~~ by 
the Marine s~~try, who in turn cont~ols a6qes$ t~ ~n 1qn~~ door 
wl).ich enters into the ·specia~ equipme;J.t area. Capt~ TQ~leson 
assured.the ~:titer that a ·~n w£11 be available to ~tiard this 
space on a 24 hour basis. 

1' 
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c. During the ti~e the aircraft is on the flight 
deck Capt. Tolleson arranged to have .sever·al Marine guards 
in the vicinity of th~ Bi~d to insu~e~ th~t no riuriou~ s~ilors 
come wiihin wing tip~ distan6e of the ' aiicraft. Also durihg 
this t1me there will be a stifficierit number of Marine guards 
patrolling the flight deck, the catwalks adjacent to the flight 
deck, and the islarid struct~re to insure that no photogr~phs 
are taken of the U-2. When the aircraft is on _ the hangar deck, 
where it will be sltuated when not being prepa~~d for actual 
operations, it will be confined in a roped off area along with 
the fuel t ·ruc.ks containing approximately 5, 000 gallons of fuel 
each, .access to which area will again be controlled by the 
Marine p~rsbnnel. · 

d. The B camera will be removed from the aircraft 
on the hangar deck and moved by the number 4 elevator to the 
special equipment area described above, where it will be stored 
when not in ·use. · · ·--

. ··. (. 

e. During the ' Whale· Tale · III exercise, tlie Executive 
Officer, : when the Ranger was ri'Iear · of the harbor, made an 
announcement via the puhlic · address system concerning the presence 
of the U-2 and citing the cover story involving Lockheed and the 
Office of Naval Research. The Executive Officer, during the 
briefing of the ship's crew, emphasized the sensitivity of the 
operation and strongly prohibit~d the crew from di~cussing the 
presence of the U-2 with· anyone~ · 

4. Problems 

a. In view of the 6ontinuous noise abo~rd these 
carriers, it will be necessary to secure a suitabie area where 
the operational pilot can rest prior to mission time. This 
will have to be a sound proof compartment. A proposal has been 
made to utilize the Admirals Sea Cabin . for .. this -purpose . · 

b. In view of the anti6ipated"~~~ag~·io ; ~h~ ' aircraft 
incurred during · this operation, it will be riecess~ry to insure an 
ample supply of spare parts aboard the carrier. · This will be 
handled by Materiel . · 

c. Iri view of the probability of aircraft damage, it 
will be necessary to utilize two aircraft in this operation. It 
is pointed out that there are two aircra~t configured for this 

• . . 
use. 
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d. During the handling of the Bird on the flight 
deck, it will be necessary to slow down · the carrier or change 
its direction to decrease the wind velocity blowing across the 
flight deck. It is recommended that a maximum wind velocity 
of . 15 knots be tolerated for this procedure. 

5. Operational Conce~t 

a. The operational c6ncept as outlined in ·the 
accompanyirig status report remains pretty ~uch the ~i~~ with 
the following exceptions: 

(1) The operational aircraft will be landed 
aboard shortly after the carrier leaves the California 
coast. In this way the drivers will be able to improve 
their efficiency during the time the carrier is proceed­
ing to the target area, estimated to be approximately 
eight days. Admittedly this increases the ·iisk of the 
aircraft being spotted during the trip t6 th~ ~rea of 
interest but it is felt that the operational readiness 
that could be developed upon by this procedure would 
justify this risk. 

6. Miscellaneous Points 

a. Personnel - As now planned ' it is estimated that 
there will be approximately 30 people participating in the 
operation from Detachment G. It is recommended that a maximum 
of thr.ee Security types from the Detachment be employed. Mr. 
Cunningham has recommended that a representative from Headquarters 
Security and Operations, accompany the group on the initial 
deployment. The writer is not convinced at this time of the need 
for his presence. 

b. It should be kept in mind that Detachment Security 
personnel will be responsible for accompanying the take from the 
aircraft carrier, in all probability via Navy A3D to Honolulu, 
where it will be then turned over to a Security courier for 
onward movement to E-K. At the present time Operations is talking 
in terms of six missions. If these were to take place back to 
back it would impose a hards4.~P on the Detachment Security 
personnel. This matter will have to be further resolved, depend­
ing on the number of missions ··approved. 

c. Adli·a:ficed Notifi~a tion - It has been determined that 
the Navy will require at least 10 days notification to make a 
carrier availabt·e~:"fbr an IDEALIST operation. 
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d. Aircraft Readiness - It has been decided that the 

U-2s while on board ship will have to be flown at least every 
five days to insure t .heir operational readiness. 

e. Camera - As of this writing, it is planned to use 
the ll2B camera for this e~ercise. 

· f. Communication- During the Whale Tale III exercise, 
it was determined that a minimum of two hours was required for.. 
the transmission of messages. Communications Division has assured 
the Operations personnel that this time· will be reduced to every­
bodys satisfaction. 

~~~ 
Security Officer 

OSA 

s~ 
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