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The Sq. moved to North Island Haval Adir
3. 5th of ’"01,‘ 19@2 and from that day until the -
; movetl sgain, the days ard nights were filled wit as tmv
j,»fz.trc.sllec the coast, as they flew their tight battlie fo ,;a.lrar.“ a8 thr::y,
with all of the ground personnel beeame ad ocombat unit, The transitional
training was Wy now mostly of the past ‘and WHBEY €he Sq. went imtc combat
in Afvica the roultine was iterztion of pa;s lessam until o most highly
coupetent i.m”‘:»;-umen*? was forged, * IS
" " The Sg. left the Naval Adr'S ation to arrive S
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the first contact with the enemy our S5q. was to enjoy. He returned on
night bombing operations the 20th and2ist of Nov, and T/Sgt. Robert J,
Hayes suffered a bomb fragment wound of minor extent in an unmentional
aroa. Though the enemy conducted several more night bombing opepations
while the Sq. stayed at Maison Blanche the Sg. was not further naterially
affected. The "fox hole" habit was here fully exploited ard no further
instruction was ever needed, :

The advanced echelon moved up to Youks Les Bains, Algeria the
20th of Nov. and there commenced operations from one of the most advanced
fighter bases in that stage of the No, African eonflict, The rest of the
5q« had reached Youks by the 20th of Deg, and Joined in the most arduous
combat operations the Sq. has ever encompassed to this date. Here the Sq.
faced quagmires of boggy, foot-deep mud; hers the diet o fight on and
with was dreary and unbalanced; here the pilots flew from an improvised
field when the main one flooded-they landed om an uphill gradient, took
to the air in near vertical fashion when enemy planes approached. Recreation
and amusements were terns without meaning for ammunition, parts, food and
mail comprised the transports cargos. Bubt in spite of these manifold handi.
caps: the Sq. conducted most offensive cperations,

Lt, Carl T. Williams shot down the first enemy aireraft in this
theater of operations.a Me 109,

Lt. Virgil H, Smith became the first American Ace in this theater
28 he downed his 5th e.a. the 12th of Dec., 1942, He shot down one more
€.a, before he hinself met his death in action on the 30th of Dec. That's
a fair enough epitaph for a fighter pilot.

SPACE FOR C.WATSONS(unreadable)

On the 5th of Jan,, 1943 the 59. left Youks and moved to Ain
Berteaux a fighter field aprroximately 30 miles southeast of Constantine,
The Sg. continued operation from this field until on the 20th of Jan., 1943
the pilots were relieved from operation and returned to the States.

They left behind a remarkable record of accomplishment carried out
in face of most determined eneny effort, The maintenance, the ground
personnel,; kept the planes in flying condition despite the foul weather,
uninepired retions, inadequate parts facilities, wenty eight. enemy aire
crafi were destroyed in aewvial combat; nuwberless ground targets were
rendered useless in extremely hazardous attacks-trains, tenks, trucks and
troops were 211 assaulted with devastating effect, The 3qs carried out a
total of one hundred and 8ix missions against the enemy during this period
of operationsa. Major Wade C. Walles of Port Neches, Texas was C.O0. through-
out this magnificent aggressive effort. ‘ :

ist Lt. Carl T. Williams was killed in action on the day of his
first victory, Nov. 2ist, 1942,

Ace, Lt. Virgil H. Smith was killed in action Hov, 30th, 1942,

end It. Clark W. Smith was reported missing in sction Nov, 30tk

2nd Lt, Richard J. Carroll, MIA Nov. 30th, 1942,

2nd Lt. Elmer M. Warren * Jdan, 18th, 1943,

st I, Williem 7 Schettelkorb, MIA Jan. 23rd, 1943,
2nd It. Leo M, Yates Yo Janei28, 1945,
2nd It. Kemmeth W, Harlev " dJdan. 23, 1943,
2nd Lt. Guy E. Sluteville " Jdan. 23, 1943,

The ground persomnel of the Sqe moved back to Casablanca the 28th
¢f Feb, to reform a new 48th Sqe Major Bernard R, Muldoon became the C.0.
ard a rigorous training schedule occupied the time spent at Medouina Air

Base. The Sq. on the 6th of May, 1943 moved again to Telergma Air Base to
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SeCUMLence. combat flying. .

st Lt. Laxl A Hahn was fatally injured in an auto crash during
the trip back to the cperational area.

Escort, strafing, and dive bombing missions were flown to Sicilv
Sardinia ard Puﬁtellerla. Their dive bombing interventions played z large
role in the air force success at Pantelleria. The Sq. moved once more after
a relatively short stay at Telergma and from El Bathan they resumed the
offensive under the mew C.0. Captain Robert R, Mec Cord

The Sq. had a field day on the 1Rth of July, for while flying Air
Sea Rescue Missions in addition to regular combat work, they begged nine
JU 82%g,

Capt, Herbert E, Ross became C.0. Aug. 2rd, 1947 and is now acting
in that capacity.

The Sq., after the reformation st Casablance, has completed Slghby
gix offensive operations; has destroyed twenty eight enemy ajireraft in
combat; has materially assisted in the reduction at Pantelleria; has made
appreciably easier the task of the invasion of Sicily and it's successful
conclusmon. Every operation that can bs undertasken by combat airplanes have
been a COmpllS“vd with great efficiency by the 48th, Citations amply attest
this fact for on...{insert dakes and pertinent data...}

re@d o.4@
2nd Lt. Robert B. Benton was reportei MIA May 28th, 1943
] " Fred M. Sanders M i h'g Eff)th, j.“?}*;’B
i *  Harry E, Simmons " May 28th, 1943
" Fredreick W. Browne ¥ June 15th, 1943
i ] Rebert J. Hermann " J'ﬂ_lg/ i2th s 1 9}4‘:}
it "  Donald J. Lister i July i3th, 1943
B oM N o 1L T R » Aug. 17th, 1943
Wi.# Harold I. Texter T huge 17th, 1943
" " " Hobert C. Thompkins b Avg. 17¢h, 1943

" Wallace R. Kennedy was killed in action July 9, 1943

The Sq. has suffered a great loss though not a loss commensurate
with the casvalties and great material aamage inflicted on the enemy. Two
pilots reported as missing in action have recently returned through the
rcize of split second thought, an acute imagination, and in the case of
2ril Lt. Stidham, the best qualities of a highly efficient Donegal brawler.

2nd Lt. Jerry Sticham was shot down in the course of zn offensive
mission on July 13th, 1943, He bailed out over Sicily and was captured by
Germans. Though injured he managed an escape by treating the injury secretly
and exaggersting its seriousness to his captors. He was recaptured btut by
lint of guile and a British barrage that killed one guard, he managed to
ain egcape and to join the British Eighth Army o:ﬂvat*rg in Sicily. The
Eritish r:tvfne& him via Malta and he regozned the Sq. the 2iih of July,

3. His doggedness in resisting imprisonment, Lnungh deprived of his
iormel eombst weapon, his agrressivensss in eseape though painfully wounded,
form as fine a picture of an American warrior under stress as has been
chromicled in our aa»t,

Capt, Donald E. rson was reported mi
course of z mission undertaken the 15th of June. His
out he managed Lo bail out over Sidily handicapped
L"ac wure 'ﬂ the *‘~b+ ﬂﬁov‘éﬁ% area, He was C°mtnr9d 5378
; i thev invaded Sicily in wery +

uq on +%c 29th of July and was exulian :
piar9~ make damned heautiful sights and sonmds 23




November 18, 1942.-First combatv> pation in the North African Theater.
Flovm from La Senia airdrome, @« Escort of C-47's L onstantine
and return. Ten ship convoy sighted traveling east along coast.

November 19, 1942--From Maison Blanche;‘éscorted bombers to Tunis and
return. Encountered four enemy aireraft but they did not attack,

November 20, 1942-.Attack motorized comyoys on roazds in vicinity of Gabes.
Another mission strafed aerodrome at Gabes, shot up Ju 52 on runway.
Planes landed at Tebessa dur to shortage of gas. Also escorted more C.47's
to Tebessa.

November 21, 1942..Escort C-47's to Youks les Bains

November 21, 1942--Escorted 12 B-17's tc Tunis, enpaged L enemy in a 25
minute running battle. Li. Ayers crashed onm return, not fatally 1n3ur o
Lt. Williams shot down first enemy plane. Me 109, uhlu was the first
victory for any American pilot.

November 22, 1942--Squadron moved to Youks les Bains, Algeriz, made mission
on same day, Captein Walles, leading six ship formziion, bhot up a motore
ized convoy leaving 4 tanks and 1 motoreycle in flames. The same formation

attacked a train and completely destroyed the locomotive.

November 22, 1942-.0n reconnaisance Lt. Shipmen attacked an Ttalian bi-

motored plane, it crashed inte the ground and was left in flames.

November 22, i1942..-0On reconnaisance Lts, Sorensen and Tollen shot up s
treop train, destroying both locomotive and cars.

November 22, 1942--Airdrome elert, 1 Ju 88 flew over the field at 9,000
feet, Lts. Sorensen and Shipman took off and shot this aircraft down.

November 24, 1942..4hile on patrol Iis. Schotielkorb and Tollen inter-
cepted and shot dowm one Ju-88.

fovember 24, 1942.-Captain Walles led a six ship formation on a rac
aisance missions Shot up a 26 piece Ttalian truck convoy 5 miles SE s?
Sheitla.

November 25, 1942-.0n recomnaisance Lis. V. Smi
+ staff cars on the Gabes road, all were left

S P el $rabva mdaas PG PN o - v P s
< redio trucks on the Ben ua:éene road. Then i;
of 20 vehicles, 12 of these beinp tanhb‘ also
column by & £3 returned %o base ocut of

26, 1942.--Bscort of 12 A-20's to Djedieda

field and destroyed 10 Me-102's and J
reepted g a convey of 15 trueks and 10
vﬂhizlus in flames and the gthers shot up.

On ret




November 26, 1942..2 P-.38's. ;ﬁiﬁagxtAazo's flew recomaisance.

latuer RR station, five ¢/a seen,

W& -n

o

November 27, 1942--Bomber eseort.
but when engaged enemy would not.

November 27, 1942--Bomber escort te Sfax, no efa seen.

November 28, 1942..Recomnaisance fli?hﬁ to Gabes and Nerdenine, inter-
cepted two Ju-88's and destroyed them after two mirutes cambab. Lis, Vs
Smith and Eubank, sichting no more, returned to base.

November 28, 1942--Reconnaisance flight to Kasserine., Sbeitla, Thala and
return, nothing of importance sighbted.

November 205, 1942...Cn reconnaisance flight Lt. Ethell shot down four Ju-52's
and then attacked cne Me~109 and damaged this efa. ILt. Skinner did not
return fron misgion.

November 28, 1942--12 P~38's escorted 12 A-20's to Bizerte, flight was
attacked by 10 Me-109's and the engagement lasted for twn mirmtes. All
planes returned, though two were severely damaged.

Hovembar 29, 1942.-Reconnaisance to Sheitla, Faid and Sfax.

Rovenber 29, 1942.. Reconnaisance to Sheitla, Xairouan amd reiurn, nothing
sighted.

Hovember 29, 1942-.Reconnaisance to Sousse, Kairouan, Takrouna, and return.

November 29, 1942--10 ships on firhier sweep to Tunis area, sighted 6
ﬂenLIO s, in distance but were not engaged.

Navember 26, 1942-.3 P=38's escort to 5 A«-20's to Gabes fercdrome, 21l
retwrned, one damaped by flak.

Yovewber 30. 1942--12 P-38's escort for 9 A-20's o Djedeida. Bombs were
dropped. on BR station, no efa seen.

November 30, 1942..4 P.38's on reconnaisance to Gabes, asrodrome was
strafed, sleo tank and two trucks shot up on road.

hovember 30, 1942--12 P-38's on fighter sweep to Djedeida, weather was
roor and flight had to turn back short of target.

HNovembeyr 30, 1942»-1# P.93's on tactical reconnzisance Jztbrceptec 10 Me-10G1¢.
it. V Smith destroyed one, Capt. Walles and Walson damagsd three more,
it..Cole did not reuurn from this flighto

ember 1, 1942...12 P.738's escort,for 6 A-20's o El Acuina. Bombs were
en to hit on the field. Our f£flight was attacked by 6 le.-109's, Li,
Singleton destroyed one, all of cur planes returned safely.

\.i\ -

December 1, 1942..12 P-38's eacerted 6 A-20's to Djedeida, bombs hit in
town, two ?f 109's seen in digtance, no engagement.s,
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Deecember 2, 1042--Reconnaisance to Kairouan, Sousse, Enfidaville, Pont
Du Fahs, three licht cars were destroved.

December 2, 1942--Reconnaisance to Sbeitla, Sfax, Scusse, (unreadable)
tank near Sfax, no other observations.

December 2, 1942--Escorted B-25's to Gabes aerodreme, bombs were dropped
ard fires started. On return our planes attackkd and destroyed a tank.
All planes back safely. ’

December 3, 1942--12 P-38's on fighter sweep to Tunis. The flight intere
cepted 12 Me-109's and 2 Fd-190's. Lt, V. Smith destroyed one Me-109,
Capt. Watson and Lt. Beimdiek damaged two others. Lt. Carl Williams was
killed in action during this sweep,

Jecember 3, 1942-.0n reconnaisance to Faid and Sfax attacked 5 tanks and

a car, car destroyed, and tanks damaged.

December 3, 1942-.0On fighter sweep in the Tunis area was engaged by 7
Ye-109's and 1 FW..190, Lt. Tollen missing from this flight. Lt. Eubank
crash landed in friendly territory.

December &4, 1942--2 P-38's on reconnaisance to Faid, Sfax and return.
Five trucks and trailers were attacked and set on fire,

December &4, 19424 P.38"'s on recomnaisance to Faid strafed 2 tanks, 1
car and approximately 300 men. Over Faid intercepted by 4 Me-210's, Capts,
Walles and Bing destroyed two of these.

December &, 1942.-2 P-38's on reconnaisance to Gabes, sighted only trucks
burning which had been attacked by previous mission.

}

ecember 5, 1942.-2 P.38's on reconmnaisance to Gafsa, Gabes, Sfax, Faid,
Sheitla; Strafed ship entering Sfax harbor. Observed French column between
Cafsa and Gabes.

1

December 5, 1942-.Escorted A-20's to Faid, after dropping bombs, area was
ratrolled and nothing sighted.

December 5, 1942--Patrolled Sbeitla-Faid road, destroying 5 trucks in the
area. Another reconnaisance mission was flown later in the day, nothing
sighted., Also another mission in which two tanks were strafed vas carried
out.

December 6, 1942.-2 P-38's veconnaisance to Sfax, Gabes and Gafsa, no
enecunters.,

Dacember 6.

1942-~Recomaisance of Faid area, nothing to report.

December 6. 1942-.Capt. Walles destroyed one Ju-52 while on fighter sweep
3
to Sousse.

December 7, 1942--10 P.38's en high reconnaisance to Souk E1 Arba and 4
jedeida.

December 7, 1042..11 P-38's en recomnaisance, nothing sighted.
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