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KB-29 and B-29 Refueling by Hose procedures (W. Caster)

to the right of the number four engine, thus crossing over and
snagging the cable. The tanker's reel operator than hauled in
both cables and attached the bomber’s cable to a 200-foot long
fuel hose. After the fuel hose was reeled into the bomber and con-
nected to the fuel system, the gravity-feed fuel flow began with
the tanker flying higher and to the right rear of the receiver. The
hookup procedure took about fifteen minutes and the refueling
another thirty-five to forcy-five minutes. After fuel cransfer, the
procedure was reversed to retract the hose into the tanker and the
bomber cable back into the bomber. The hose and grapnel sys-
tem was not only slow and difficult, there were frequent equip-
ment malfunctions. This procedure required considerable skill
on the part of the tanker pilot and reel operator, and understand-
ably, many a severed hose and weight fell to earth beneath the
maneuvering aircraft.*”

; Tht‘ USAF bought forty refueling equipment sets from the
firs.txgﬁ in March 1948 and first demonstrated the system in
{{G»ﬁtﬁ;‘nber 1948, The KB-29s began arriving at the 301st in
UU and by year's end had become functional — “operation-
al” would be too strong a term — the fourth such unit. The tank-
ers were organized into a new squadron, the 301st Air Refueling
?(i‘lddmn, which was activated in March 1949. The troops had
:ff; %’;u‘id;ﬁxce on how to accomglish the refueling, only & one-
e éxdﬂ‘ ‘manual,” so Harry Field of the refueling squadron
h “ :ﬁz b?mx} of the 324 Bomb f;qugdmn set up tbe procedures.
”;“z 20 December the Unit’s (,'(;mn}ander, (j,ul(mcl Harris
Rogner, ordered that some fuel be transferred before the end of
eNe year. The incentive was that the crews had to keep flying
ttrough the holidays until they had cransferred the fuel. The two
men made their firsc hookup on 22 December and maintained
“ritact for thirty-five minutes. Just before Christmas, chey were
e v transfer five hundred to one thousand pounds of fuel. By

March 1950, 301st bombers were successfully refueled on 75
percent of their actempts. The ranker unit was affectionately cal-
led the “'Ape Squadron’’ as the KB-29s appeared to have tails
when they transferred fuel. All of the tankers had nose art that
featured apes as the central figures. "

The tankers were key in the February 1950 cold-weather
deployment of the 301st to Goose Bay, Labrador. This move
stemmed from SAC's desire that all of its medium-bomb units
equipped for refueling rotate through Goose Bay for one w eek’s
training to acclimatize them to operaions in extremely cold con-
ditions. After an Eighth Air Force unit completed chis rraining n
January, the 30 st sent five tankers, which remained the entire
three weeks, as well as five bombers and crews from each bomb
squadron in suCcessIon for a week each. Despite the severe cold,
especially for the Louisiana-based airmen, there were no Serious
problems. The bomber crews flew one of tWO MUSSIONS OY et
northern Canada and in all, che Unit accomplished sixty-tour 0t

sixty-eight artempted refuehng hookups. OFf course the training
practice, with the 353d crews

included some winter survival
spending one¢ night out in the apen By 3 March all airc raft were
back at Barksdale.” ‘

Meanwhile, the crews set a high standard at SAC's Lead Crew
School, which held its first two classes at Walker AFB, New
Mexico, during the first halt of 1950. While only twenty-six of
thirty-seven SAC crews were successtul, all six 301t crews
pzlsséd the course. The Unit also did well in che third class aftet

the school moved to { yavis-Monthan AFB. Arizona, as tour Obits

six crews passed. Lintortunate
extraordinary Success rat
one of the thirteen SUCcess
cessful ones were from the Unut '

ly. the 30 1st could not sustamn that
¢- in the next two groups, they had only
ful crews, while ten of the eleven unsus
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~ The Wing made its first overseas deployment with the refuel-
ing squadron in May 1950, scheduled as a three-month TDY to
Great Britain. An advance party departed Barksdale on 2 May
1950. The 32d Bomb Squadron, 301st Air Refueling Squad-
ron, and Headquarters went to Lakenheath, while the 352d and
353d Bomb Squadrons went to Sculthorpe. The main body of
aircraft arrived in England between 15 and 21 May, flying their
first mission on the twenty-second. As usual, the majority flew
via the Azores, while at least four bombers took the northern
route by way of Iceland. The 30 1st sent 1,360 officers and enlist-
ed men to Britain, leaving only 359 behind at Barksdale.

One plane did not make it. Around midnight on 17 May, a
KB-29 with one prop feathered attempted to land at Lajes,
Azores. To complicate matters, the weather was bad, with thun-
derstorms, S00-foot ceilings, and high winds. The pilot, First
Lieutenant James Garrington, attempted to go around but lost
control and crashed into the salvage yard next to the runway. All
sixteen men aboard the tanker were killed in the firey crash. The
loss was tragic, but not surprising given the notorious landing
conditions at Lajes. The crosswinds were so stiff another 301st
pilot landing that night noted that upon completing a GCA
approach, the runway was at a thirty-degree angle to his direction
of flight. Another 301st pilot also flying chat night remarked
that, because of a hump in the middle of the runway, as he broke
out of the weather at four to five hundred feet off the ground, he
thought he was overshooting the runway.™*

The Korean War

Late in June 1950 the Korean War erupted and changed
many things. America was again involved in a shooting war, and
there were fears this might be the curtain raiser for ‘“The Big
One.” World War II aircraft and veterans would see action in
chis undeclared war, called by some a “Police Action.”” The fight-
ing also provoked a massive military build;.xy, including an
USAF plan calling for a 126-wing Air Force.™

This trime the 301st was on the other side of the wqud, f'%r
from the action. Nevertheless, the war injpacted on th.e 301st's
operatons and stirred British protests against the Anﬁnem:‘m pdtesl;
ence, induding threats of sabotage. lﬂltl‘tl“y the 301st secure a
che aircraft in a tight area and patrolled it with ‘atmed ‘me;h)amc.i
serving as guards. While no one can fault ;he airmen to; t 1; ;::;r
formance of their LUSAF dut::es, cl}c same was not true Q t‘ .
stints as soldiers. Instances of sentries inng cheir xye:;}pqn; f::ﬁw
it uncomforrable for friend and foe alike. Qne fug tb a 'a; t%;c:

~ caugh on fire, which appeared to many as sabotage, but i

Col Joe W. Kelly
3 Jan 49-Mar 50 (E. Eckert)

Col Harris E. Rogner
21 Jul 49-15 Dec 50 (R. Fentress)

it was caused by someone working on a motor scoorer. ;
British troops took up the guard chore. This created sony e

culties as the Americans were billeted in steam-heated dog.
ries while the British troops were “housed™ in tents, There -
some acts of sabotage, such as bayoneted tires and holes ir
craft. The British then brought in airborne troops, and after
there were no problems. The 301st honed its refueling skills d
ing this TDY, with both aerial training and ostensibly wich class
es at the British school. “‘Ostensibly’”” because the Americar, crey
regarded the three or four-day British school as a boond
since it gave only a history of air refueling and discussed the prol
and drogue method, which SAC did not accept at the time. Some
believe the school was an excuse to funnel money into the Briish
air-refueling effort, if so, it was certainly deserving in view of the
British contribution to the USAF in this area.

In July the Unit was reinforced when its six remaining combat
crews and eleven bombers arrived from Barksdale. Becausc ! the
shortage of qualified 301st crews, personnel from the 9 lst Stre
tegic Reconnaissance Wing at Barksdale assisted in ferrying the
B-29s to England. SAC sent two other bomb wings and latr &
fighter-escort group to Britain, crowding the bases assignec ©0
SAC. Therefore the 30 1st moved its entire operation to Laxen
heath, which greatly overcrowded thar station’s billeting, m<s$
ing, and aircraft facilities. Later in the month, the 301st a0
ferred nineteen bombers and crews to Burtonwood. In AU
the 301st Refueling Squadron went to Burtonwo d and 0
353d Bomb Squadron moved to Bassingbourn.™

This time the U.S. probably did send atomic weapons © &
ain, although it never admitted bringing in the bombs, 40¢ 7
were not loaded onboard the bombers. First Lt 3{'?‘!1}:;%}.3' =
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Snyder, the control tower ofticer, watched through

ated SHY

as a C-124 landed at Lakenheath and raxied to an 150 .

He observed a number of atomic bomb carts cm‘ﬁref ;1.[‘; :";F
paulins rolled off the giant aircraft and moved over r%iw L
personnel also noted the arrival of the covered 'Hﬁ"{”‘ﬁ
one remarked: “*Blimey, if I'm looking at what mma '°; i Bt
ing at, there is going to be a bloody great foW over HS
there was not. When the atomic weapons reached l:\n (\ . he
there were no special facilities for them, sO they were - ate S
conventional bomb dump. At first there were 09 mrt i

age facilicies for the bombs as the orig;mal concf‘?“ A‘j‘»‘ > f\ ing UP
envisioned the bombers departing thetr home bdbkz : ind Fof
their bombs enroute (at Fore Campbell Keatual  of i
Hood, Texas), and then flying cheir misstons. At l{“‘;‘ Enol
ceason for this involved scheme was that fhs ARV

Commission retained strict control over all 1158t
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zmnSfe:‘r’wmn_{l quatomi(, weapons to the Air Force, and not uneil
1956 did all SAC units store bombs at their hu;rw-d;-if. ot

To load the bomb into the B-29s was no small fl:: u)(};’.(; ol
airCrew was mvoivgd in the process, each man with 2:3' j)@ }f( tljt,}r(:
This required taking off one of the forward l’)()l‘[‘il;);»}‘ ?Irl(%itdbk'
jacking up the nose wheel until the tail touched thcrgr‘():gn:i”f )rsi
maneuvering the weapon on its dolly beneath the z‘llirc,raf"r) dm}
only inches to spare, and then lowering the bomber back : iwt :
over the bomb. Supposedly, only the bomb commander ( t; vk
craft commander) and a specially-trained crewmember cdlléjdl}?
“eaponeer  Were allowed to see the bomb; therefr)re it vtv(“

i L ; ore, as
covered with canvas as was the window between the pressurized
crew compartment and the forward bomb bay. This loading pro-
cedure was clumsy, inefficient, and took from forty-five minutés
to an hour, and sometimes considerably longer. A second meth-
od, used when available, loaded the bombers by taxiing them
over a pit where the bomb was located.

The weaponeer was responsible to connect all the circuits to
the bomb and to a flight test box installed in the navigator’s com-
parcment. Before takeoff and periodically during flight, the
weaponeer checked to ensure all circuits were operational., The
first atomic bombs had the uranium material installed by the
assembly teams and were ready for use on loading. Considering
it too dangerous to fly such bombs over the U.S., the weapons
were modified with a system called “inflight insertion”” (IFI).
The bomb was only to be armed during flight, over water, and
under specific orders. One crewmember had to remove two of the
high-explosive charges in the core of the bomb, insert a 65~
pound uranium ball, then reinsert the high explosive. This proce-
dure was done in the bomb bay without a parachute; therefore,
there was lirtle sadness when the IFI procedure was replaced
around 1952 by an automatic procedure and a simple “idiot
box.” Ithada “go” and a “‘no go” light that indicated the status
of the circuits, controlled inflight insertion, and could arm and
safety the bomb. It was controlled by the aircraft commander.
These safety precautions were necessary as at least one bomb was
dropped out of 2 30 1st B-29 bomb bay during a loading opera-
tion. There was no explosion, but had this accident occurred a
few moments earlier, the aircraft commander would have been
crushed by the massive weapon. Other SAC bombers, not from
the 301st, did accidently drop unarmed nuclear weapons on
friendly territory, fortunately without dramatic results.*?

This “‘three-month TDY"’ to Britain that was scheduled to
end in August was extended indefinitely, much to the detriment
of morale to both the men in England and their families in Louisi-
ana. Despite trips to the Continent, the marginal living condi-
tions at the two British bases, as well as the uncertainty of the
return date, made for a bad situation. One problem the airmen
encountered was clothing as the troops had brought along oqu
summer and lightweight gear for the 90-day stay — along ‘fmh
the TDY extension came cold weather. F inally an aircraft arrived
cartying new blue USAF uniforms. :
~ One effort to boost spirits was a planned visit by the King and
Queen of England, but when one of the Unit officers came down
with polio, the royal visit was cancelled. There were numerous
visitors, perhaps the most famous were Gcnf:rals Doolittle and
LeMay, Apparently things were a bit out of hand at the bases
when the local women showed up in the showers and there was
general rowdiness. Of course the stories pr obably improved “,’“h
:7?‘-‘: telling. ¥ Finally on 28 November, eleven 30 Isc KB-29s
vegan the homeward flight Barksdale and on the next three
succeeding days the three bomb squadsons left England. By l?
December all 30 1s¢ aircraft were safely home. Support personnel

Mcmoriai Service for Garrington crew who wens down 17 May 50 in the Azores
E. Eckert

departed England by boat at a later date.”®

During 1950 the U.S. transferred seventy standard B-29s to
the British, who named the aircraft “W ashington.” The initial
delivery was made in March involving two 301st crews and two
crews from McDill AFB, Florida. Pat Shinn’s crew, along with
the two McDill crews, remained for a time as B-29 instructors for
the RAF. Other 301st crews participated in later transfers; for
example, 301st crews were involved in a 30-day TDY and the
B-29 transfer to Great Britain in the summer of 1951 S

With the exception of this extended and difficule TDY, the
Korean War had little impact on the 30 1stas a unit. A few crews
and individuals from the 301st saw combat (and some were
killed), but this was at most 20 percent, seven 0 rwelve crews.
As with the rest of the USAF, personnel were levied from the
Unit and sent off to the war. In the first half of 1951, for exam-
ple, the 301st sent six complete bombardment crews and key
personnel from four refueling crews to Korea. Their replace-
ments were reservists from light bombardment units who
required extensive retraining. :

Under the SAC system, there were thie€ stages of qualifica-
tion: Ready, Lead, and Select Crews. The Select Crews were at
the top of the ladder with an ;i‘:sszgm:{:i target, Lead Crews were
fully qualified and could be assigned a target as necessary, while
Ready Crews were at the bottom of the ladder. Naturally SAC
did not want to reduce its effectiveness and readiness by sending
its best people to the war. There was also the possible compro-

mise of war plans and atomic secrets it any of these individuals

ST

were captured.”” “ -

Beginning in March 1951 a number of reservists joined l‘h-‘&f
3()1st, many were from Birmingham, Alabama, an&ﬂR_,e_m%oi;\r‘a
AFB. Texas. This caused some problems as these officers were
relatively high in rank, but short on flying c‘xi\crivmv,’;‘md ;e(‘hmi_
some lacked motivation, A number of these reservists did not
want to fly, and some of them met Flying Evaluation Boards as
4 result. In fairness to these men, it must be noted they were




nvoluntarily recalled from ina e
‘ led trom inactive reserve units and had every

PR X 5 unhappy. When they mustered out after World
Wes N "‘L&?‘i"\‘-i onto the inactive reserves, it was with the
understanding that they were to be available for a major emer-
O ’{‘E“?,‘éﬁi akin to World War 111, and were to be called
up only just before the women and children. They had no drills
or training and drew no pay. Nevercheless, they were called up
and some went to Korea, while a number of active reservists and
regulars stayed stateside to continue their peacetime actvi-
s. It took the 30 st about six months to integrate these people
he Unit, obviously wwnné“ahm rs down as the training took
place. In the summer of 1952 the reservists began to depart,
causing personnel shortages.’

Y14
many

(&1

L

S f‘\(‘ was very concerned about morale and went to consider-
able lengths to enhance it. In December 1949 SAC began a sys-
tem of temporary or “‘spot’’ promotions to the next hxgj}‘wr grade
for First Lieutenants and Captains, and in February 1951 for air-
men. Twelve 30 1sters received spot captaincies during the initial
promotions in December, while others became spot majors. The
system was later extended for both officer and noncommis-
stoned-officer grades. ¢ ompe etition was extremely keen as there
were only enough spots for 15 percent of SAC’s crews. A crew

1ad to fui | cerrain requirements, be recommended by both the
§¢ §u;uirtm md wing commanders, and be rc’(‘;mn'wndui by a spot
pr ymotion board, after which SAC headquarters made the final
determination. Only crewmembers o \cmr(”rc'\h were consid-
ered, and thus tanker crews were ine ia‘uhl learly the rest of thn
USAF did not like SAC's system and opinion among 30 Ister
remains about evenly divided regarding the m;nmwf the system.

Some believe it was a good idea that motivated the bomber crews
— a smart move that made SAC great. It enhanced discipline
and certainly kept pressure on the crews, especially the bombing
ceam: bombardiers, navigators, and radar operators. Others
admit the system led to some fudging, if not outright cheating.
Critics argue that favoritism and pmmu played a role in deter-
mining who won the spots; in their view it dividec | people and
cheapened rank. Luck played a role, but most of all, SAC
demanded a bombing ream that could consistently put their
weapons squarely on target.””

There were other events during 1951 that deserve mention.
On 31 March a B-29 crashed-landed at Barksdale after part of
crew bailed out. This bomber had just come out of periodic

maintenance and was being test flown by Captain John Minnic h
(353d). who ran into a host of prui‘*ium On the climb out he
lost the number one en h( . which caught fire during the feather-
g operaton, I,x':- make matters worse, the elevator trim tabs

reversed. the nose wheel would not come down and the
nose-wheel harch was o ked from the outside, which made
manual extension impossible Minnich permitted seven crew-
members to bailout, and then he, the coptlot and engineer made
a successful, nose gear-up imdm,, As a result of this near disas-
¢ the check list was changed. This was the firse major accident

. che 353d since it was reformed after the war.
Ocher events were more positive. In late May Caprain Tommy
DiSalvo (32d), aircraft commander of a Select Crew, with an

were

mi‘,*!.ix»'m,r w“tm}*wurmw navigator, flew forry-six hmm ‘.md
cen minutes a distance of 9, 438 miles. The feat, an effort by d

crew to complete their ;um:ui, requirements on one flight,
fequl red 'f\us air-ro-atr retuehin 1gs a and the transter ot over w”’f:it‘h
thousand y,,s!'h ns of gas ?;ufs was U m,mv nd to be a record, at

for a B % In August Captain Damel Hurl f

feast L tictal,

: 19

buee, fr. (355a) ,.z.sfui:z-z;'w n;"u smi the W‘ st in SAC's |
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gation standings Earlier in the ys'x! Hurlbury

attended the first SAC Combat Crew Standardizy,; :
McDill and were selected as che umsmui ing B-29 i
field of eight.’® Finally in late September Rl
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crews from the 352d arrived at Lakenheath for 3 90_y. o
They returned on 20 December 1951 i

2

fuel o
flown by highte
of two simnulate
rermbel the five

Thus t

Col Thomas W. Steed Col Chester C ¢ ey
Mar 50-10 Feb 51 (R. Fentress) £S5 Dhe SOMxt 51 (C craft.
crews, was miy

That same

month TID Y

In 1952 the 301st continued to support atomic oper
number of aircraft and crews had parti u;n' | in
maneuvers’ between 1949 and 1952. In April
pl(* twelve 301st crews overflew an atomic ct\}‘lw‘. on
iarization. Some were disappointed by the blasts and
that motion picture footage of the explosions was m
impressive than the acrual event. More satisfying wa:
number one rankiné; in the SAC Wing Ratings
and March 1952.”"

Earlier that same year, five crews from the ai
ron took part in a special operation in Korea,
tion HIGHTIDE. This was a combat test of 2
fighters using a different and simpler
301st KB-29s went to Tarrant Rushton
England, in February 1952, where tl
and drogue refueling equipment. In this |
USAF ractical aircraft and USN awrcratt
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end, out from the tanker’s rail. The fighters, RAl
Meteors in the British tests a ‘
probes (nozzles) in their wing tan
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The ;‘»Ulst aircrews and aircraft
alrc@hi m l‘ht‘wthg%ttj‘r,,‘giving' the Detachment nine KB-29s
Operation HIGHTIDE was divided into three phases: the fi .
from mid--A pril through mid-May practiced ui#-u ,:{ ,” ; .K",]flm
the second from late May through early July ;')mvid‘(l'd : kUC‘ (1;_1,};,
test, and the third ending in September consisted of rw«f??f ml
missions. The tanker crews flew their first mission on 1 ‘l'} 1;(;14_]
1952. The fighters in the first two phases (1 16th I';'ig’hrvr l’iom)lr')‘«
er Group based at Misawa) had their tanks topped off thL tranas
fer requiring about three to four minutes and p(:rhaps; invol;ir;g
seven hundred gallons. After overcoming problems of inade-
quate operational ’training, Detachment Four flew forty-one
refueling sorties in Phase I and logged 261 hours of flying time
During the four combat missions in Phase 11, the tanke}s'ﬂc\&;
fifty-one sorties, transferred over ninety-five thousand gallons of
fuel to 174 fighters, and flew 343 hours. The third phase was
flown by fighters of the 3 1st Fighter Escort Wing and consisted
of two simulated missions, one air defense and one strike. In Sep-
tember the five crews returned to Barksdale without their air-
craft.”” Thus the 301st, or at least some of its aircraft and air-
crews, was involved in another important pioneering effort.
That same month the 301st returned to Britain for a three-
month TDY . As the Unit had earned a less-than-exemplary rep-
utation during its 1950 stay in England, shortly after their arriv-
al, General John McConnell, Commander of Seventh Air Force,
called in the Unit’s Commander, Colonel Horace Wade, and
read him the “riot act’’; in short, the shenanigans of the last trip
were unacceptable, Wade got the word across to the troops in
small discrete meetings, but in no uncertain terms. There were no
problems.®”

S T

supplemented resources

Al Cotron on way to England 1950 KB-29 (E. Eckert)

Meanwhile, the 353d Bomb Squadron and 301st Air Refuel-
ing Squadron visited North Africa for ﬁftecn days, 14 _]unF
through 2 July 1952, staging out of Sidi Slimane, French Moroc-

' ¢, While in North Africa a busload of about thirty 3015t crew-
. members visiced a women’s prison open to the public and hm;s»
ing convicts ranging from shoplifters o murderers. When the
prisoners saw the visitors, about fifty or s0 screamed ' Ameri
cans’” and rushed forward. The tiny women grabbed the shocked
aitrnen with their hands that were stained by disinfectant, }u‘:r~nik b
ing the men, who then took to their heels and ran in a‘ll dlm’“f)_’:t
I ‘Vgﬁi quite a scene considering most of them were combat veter
Buring the summer of 1952 the 301st losta KB-29. (Jf‘l 23
s ain Howard Evans attemp;ed an engmc*puc 151711; ,
drifted left, and elected to go around. A§ he
aircraft cocked to one side. Flying @buut t(l;n
che tanker approached a tree line. As the
' it, the aircraft flipped over onto

e onboard died. “

B-29 and KB-29 preparing to refuel (M. Cameson)

The 301st returned to England in December 1952 for 2 90-
day TDY at three British airfields, Upper Heyford, Brize Nor-
ton, and Lakenheath, This was the time of the “‘Killer Fog'’ that
blanketed England and killed thousands, so it was little wonder
301st aircraft were scattered across the map, The 32d bombers
departed Barksdale on 3 December along with fifteen tankers.
The tankers were to remain in Bermuda to support the rest of the
Wing as it moved to England; the standard B-29s were to land
and refuel in Bermuda, while the receiver aircraft were to refuel
in the air and fly nonstop to England. But only one bomber made
it all the way, another landed in the Azores, and the rest recovered
in Bermuda. The next day eight bombers left Bermuda for
England, but due to the bad weather SAC Headquarters diverted
them into Sidi Slimane, where they remained until 11 Decem-
ber. SAC also delayed the departure of the other two squadrons
from Barksdale until 10 and 11 December. One crew landed in
France and was grounded by the weather for a week. Then, when
attempting to rejoin the Unit, they landed at the wrong base in
Britain about twelve miles away from the 301st. Pethaps under-
standably, but unnecessarily, Colonel Wade had the crew stay
put and sent another crew to the base by bus to retrieve the
bomber. .

The 301st was hindered by the continued bad weather, which
extended into January 1953, and a flu epidemic that more than
filled the hospital at Brize Norton in December. Despite these
problems, the Unit acquitted itself well on a variety of levels. For
example, during this winter Holland expf:rxenced severe flood-
ing, and the 30 Lst dropped sandbags to aid the Dutch — a feat
remembered by the people years later.rTh‘e 352d bff’UShF more
honors to the 30 1st by winning an RAF Blind Bombing Compe-
tition held in mid-December. The 352d’s winning crews were
led by Lieutenant Colonel Eugene S;blege}, Major i\ml};fh
Krig, Major Richard McLaughlin, and (.iap;mn }th? )Lt‘“‘“; h(i
32d placed tenth, one notch above the 35"}"&‘,8“_“‘"““ ‘ ?0 ;m;
18 January five 30 1st crews, one from t‘hc» 3524, c‘“@ m"(tc;u
from the 32d and 353d, performed well inanescape "*‘}fi s f;i“?ff
exercise. The 301st crewmembers were part ot ljﬂ_ s;(;:;? ‘f“*
pitted against approximately one thousand RAF, USAF, anc

USN searchers. The 30 st crews had a slighely higher success _ra!rt:
than the RAF (36 versus 31 percent). More significant, half the
Unit's crewime : o

successful, as compared with the one-third succ

mbers who had completed survival training were
ess rate of those
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