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SECRET 
CHRONOLocrx. ____ ...,. ____ _ 

4080th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing, light 
(contd) 

' . 

DE:l;tachment Number Seven,, 40SQth Strategic Reconnais~nqe 
W:ing-" Lilgflt, consisting of' three RB•'57D.;.;2 aircraft, crews, 
suppol!t; perscnhel and . equipment in place at Brize Norton 
Ai!" Ba:s.e,. England on Operation "Border ToWri"o ($:) ·. . . ' 

20 Mar 1959 Deta;.chn:teni'i Number Fl. ve, 4080th Strategi.e Reconnais~nce 
Wing, Light,. consisting of :three U-2 .aircraft, four crews, 
support personnel and e-qui~imient ... in .Pl~ce at Eielsdh AFB, 

.:.' .i Alaska· on Project "Toy $o1tlielii' ]]Lti~ and: "Fortune Finder"" 
·'\ ,.,;., 

23 Mar l '?5.-9- 'First "Congo Maidenn··: IIlis·sio:h · fl:Gwn by' Detachment 1i veo 

28 Mar_l959 

6 Apr 1959 

last "Congc).~Maiden'"'mii>sicn .flown byf' :tiei't~ehrnent Fl~e... The 
"Congo Maiden1• missi'i:m-:s:were planned te· be acc6mp~ished 
over a .p~l!"fOOrl.of· s.evenaJ11.weekS0 but du:e.2to · unusually 
f{i.vo~le'?'Wea:the:r:r eondiii:Ji:onSij, they we')!i(e'i: accompl:tshed_ fr.il 

• ,:i.,.,.,. :.. l'i!!).\ 
5~~~:55·,;, · .... . , \ip'. ,j 

Detachment Number Seven redeployed to Iaughlin AFB from 
Brize Norton AF, England after completion of Operation 
11Border Town". (S) 

1 May 1959 The 4080th SRW adapted the Deputy Commander concept of 
operation. (U) 

1 May 1959 5 .. o8th Tactical Hospital inactivatede 
' . • • • , . I 

(U) 

15 .May 1959 Detachment Number Five redeployed to Laughlin AFB from 
Eielson AFB, Al aska after completion of -.Operations n11oy 
Soldier III" and 11Fort une Finder" o (S) 

(s) 



SECRET 
I - HISSICI'J ' ORG!JHZ.1.TICH ~um :1.m::IIJISTP.ATICH 

1•.:ission : The primar:; missicn of the L.;.080th Stratesic Heconna-

issc~nce .• ing, Light remained unchanged during the month os i'\pril and 

E:i.;y 1959, irhich ':ra.s the ccnductinrr of stro.tegic reconnaissance mis-
1 

sicns . The prirnar:· mission cf the L1G80th Comoat Support Grour also 

remained unchanged durint; Aprj_l and Lay 19 ~'J , which was to suppcrt 
2 

the 4080th Strat·ec;ic Reconn.aissance -:in2;, (U) Li::-ht . -·. 

Opera ti on 11Border To:mn : In <Tanm.r~ 19 59, three R.B- 57D- 2 air-

craft 2.nd fo r cor:ibat rca.d:· crm·rs together with 11.:., personnel and 

approxime.tely 46- tons of supr:lies and equipment i'lere deplo3•ed frcm 

fa.ughlin Air Force Jase , Texas , to Erize Norton Ro::al nir Force Sta-

tion, En::;land . This deplo;u1ent ·.'las given the unclassLied nickname 

TTBorder Tc.m" and designated as :Jetachment Seven , 4080th Strate.::;ic 

neconnaiss:rnce '.Jing , Lieht . The advance part:r for the deplcz-:1ent de-

p:i. rted L'lughlin _.,_ir Force Jase on 1(, Januo~r: 1Si59, arrivin:::; at Frize 

Norton a few da:·s subsequent with the last aircraft arriving on 26 

<Januar;.- 1959 . The RD- 57D- 2 aircraft and crevrs de_ arted Laughlin on 2L> 

,January 19~9, arriving at Brize !Yorton the same date c:.fter one air 

re ueling and fl;:,-ing non- stop . The time .for the tactical aircraft to 

make the non- stop fli ,ht 1·ras ap_E'roximatel:· 11 :30 hours or two of the 

aircraft and 12 :15 hours for the third aircraft . The third aircraft 

lost all o;.c:rcen at the point c no return over the ;i.tlantic ocean but 

rr1.naged to make land- ::o.11 b;c- r:eintaininc:; r..e.xi:mJJ:i altitude within the 

1 . Stated in 2.AF Regulation 23- 12, dated 12 Eove:nber 1957 . 
2 . 3tated. in S,\.C H.e:;ulation 20- 15R, dated 27 Ec.rch 1959 . 
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capability of the crew . This crew vrds required to fly at cabin al-

titudes of 15,000 to 18,000 feet in order to have sufficient fuel 

to reach land . A strip alert tanker was launched .from l>per He:"ford 

Eo;yal Air Force Station, England and a rendezvous and a second air 

refueling was accomplished at la.nds End, England, which enabled the 

HB- 57D- 2 aircraft to reach Brize Norton for landing . Two air re ... 

fuelings vrere scheduled on the deplo:nnent ; however, the first cne 

was cancelled due to.-weather a,nd at the second air refuelin.; two 

receivers took on more than 15,000 pounds of fuel each and were re-

quired to share the spare tanker in order to fill their tanks . 1-1.t 

least 20 , 000 pounds cf f1:el should have been available from each tanker 
J 

to preclude the necessi t;' for using a spare tanker . (S) 

Personnel deplo;/ed on the detachment consisted of 19 officer , 

88 airmen, and 11 civilians (Three of the civilians were deplo:,red 

froTI .Tarner Eobins 1\ir Haterial Area depot) . Personnel selected 

for the deplo;:rrnent were notified r:-iore than JO days in advance vri th the 

exception of one or hro isolated cases, and the indi victuals receiving 

less than JO da;~s notificatj_cn were counselled to __ insure that no per-

sonal hardship 1mulci oe incurred . Prior to the end of the operations 

at the detachment, eight airmen personnel from the 4080th Strategic 

Eeconnaissance ::ing and two civilians fron ~ ,?.A.I·h were returned earl;r 

because of no further requirement for their services at the Ten~porary 

Duty (TDY) locatillon. Because of the hi[';h priorit~r pli::l.ced upon 

the successful coupletion of the mission the Detachrr,ent was heavil~-

J . Ltr llq 4080th SR.I to Comdr 2.l.F, subj : ucornmander' s Final }fission 
I;,ep~rt/L-27/0perations Order JJ - 5%, Border TownH, DO, 17 ,l.pril 
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manned to preclude an:- possibilit~ of failure due to lack of qualified 

r:ersonnel. It was determined that future deplo;yuents with similar re-

quirements could be reduced e.rproximatel.,T 50 . 0 percent without sacri-
4 

ficing the capabilit:- of the unit . (C) 

The administrative workload during the TDY period was m ch hea-

vier than was expected . Approximately 700 incoming or outgoing r.ies-

sages were processed and a high percenta;::'.e of these nessages 1·rere 

classified which required careful loBginc and filin~ . There were 

also nUJnerou::; reports, and rout,ine correspond-ence that created a rela-

tively heav;:r adJrrinistrative workload . ;~s no administrative officer 

was deplo~red with the detachment one c:::.' the intelligence officers had 

to assvme the duties o: acininistro.tive of icer . (C) 

Fourteen nissions uere scheduled to be flovm during t~ne period 

of the deplo;-ment and after the last mission was completed during the 

latter part of 112.rch 1959, 7th 11_ir Di vision informed Strategic Jlir 

Cor.1mand (SAC) Headquarters and Second Air Force i1eadquarters that the 

detadu:tent could be released immediatel:r for re- deployment t o laughlin 

Air Force Base . The usual tear down, crating , and normal preparation 

for the arrival of the first support aircraft was initiated . however, 

35 :00 hour s fron the scheduled departure of the first two support air-

craft a dela~r message was received with instructions to maintain capa-

3 

bili t:T . Approaching so near re- eplo~'lllent time before recei vin!; infor-

:i:ia tion of an extension crea. ted many additional problems . It took con-

siderable time to regain the c2.pa., ilit~- existing at the time prepara-

Lt . Ibid . 
5. Ibid . 
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6 
tion was begur1 for re- deployment . The detachment was released for 

r e- deplo;yment and the RB- 57D- 2 aircraft arrived back at I..au13hlin 
7 

Air Force Base on 5 April 1959. (S) 

Reconnaissance 'fine; deployed to Eielson 11ir Force Base, Alaska, in 

r~rch 1959 , for the purpose o condrcting weather sampling missions 

m1der Operations Crder ()2- 59 trTo~' Soldier III" and Cperations Order 

75- 59 "Fortune Findern . This detachraent consisted of three U- 2 air-

craft, crews~ support _personnel and equipr.1ent and \·Ji th the bulk of 

the nconco Haidenn missions completed during llarch 1959, the month 

of Apri 1 started out quietly and rer.1ained so for the entire mar.th . 

!'~pril was devoted to accomplishinr, the schedliled l~ successful sar_-
9 

pling missions plus twc ncongo I-'.aiden" missions . (S) 

Higher Headquarters was ver:- much pleased with the results of 

the 11Congo l/fa.iden11 uissions as ·was evidenced b=r a rnessage from 

General Thomas S . Power, Commander- In- Chief Strategic Air Cor;11n..and . 

The mess.:ie;e fron General Power to Colonel A . J . Bratton, Conumnder 

l+OSCth Strategic Reconnaiss:rnce '·•ing read : 

11Conc;ratlilations for the splendid job performed by ;your creHS and 
personnel during the recent HCongc I·2iden11 JCro~ect . Although the 
operational :phase cf this project w:~.s of short duration, extensive 
coordino.:Cion and_ plannin3 V'Jas reqt1j_red . The entire orjeraticn "Nas 
perforned ~Jithout incident and in such a r-,anner as to bring; 
recognition to the personnel of =-our comn.:md who were resDon-

6. Ibid . 

4 

7 . I:Isg, Comdr ~.080th Sfl'.T to CINCSAC, DI-1.IB 5064D, 6 April 1959 . Exhibit 2 . 
8 . Historzr, 4080th 311~~, i'·Iarcl-: 1959, pp . :; . 
9. Histor:-, Det :. 5, 1+080th SEl.I, ,';.prj_l 1959 . E:dlibi t 3 . 
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Soldier II1'7 was 3 April 1959. The first four sorties flown 

were unsuccessful because of equipment failure in the ball 

sampler installation ~ The last 11Toy Soldier IIIH sorties was floi;m 

29 April 1959, which completed the required fifteen successful 

sorties . In addition t o the 11Toy Soldier III11 sorties flown 

during the month, three additional ncongo I-Iaidentr routes were 

approved . 'l\w of these routes vrnre flo;m and operationally were 

considered successful although one route was partially cloud 

covered . The remaining route was scheduled t1,d. ce but was can-

celled by higher headquarters presumably because of weather . In 

order to obtain two successful HCongo Naiclen11 sorties it was 

necessar;;' to schedule four sorties and 26 sorties were scheduled 

and 23 airborne in order to obtain 15 successful nToy Soldier III0 

27 
sorties . [!ith all the requirements ac co:r:iplished, Detachment Five 

redeployed to Laughlin Air Force Base with the U- 2 aircraft arriv-
28 

ing at Laughlin on U Hay 1959 . (S) 

Detachment Seven 0Derations : Three EB- 57D- 2 aircraft and 

four combat read:' crews together ·with a total of 115 personnel and 

approxi1nately 46 tons of sup::=ilies and equipnent 1vere deplo~·ed 

27 . History, Det /,'5, 4080th 3ff,J , ,~pril 1959 . Exhibit 3 . 
28 . l'Lsg, Comdr 4080th SR;J to CINCSAC, DCM.A 6119E, 15 May 1959 . 

Exhibit 69 . 
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from laughlin flir Force Base , Texas to Brize lfortcn Ro~ral Air 

Force Station in England . The Advon Personnel departed the home 

station on 16 January 1959 and arrived at the TDY site on 19 

January 1959 . The remainder of support aircraft arrived a few 

days subsequent with the last aircraft arriving on 26 January . The 

tactical aircra t and crews de9<3-rted lau,,hlin on 24 January and 

completed the deplo~ment non- stop, with one air refueling, with 

one aircraft rr.aking the trip in 12 :15 hours and the other two 

aircraft in 11 :JO hours . Cne of the aircraft experi.enced the 

loss of ox;ygen at the point of no return over the Atlantic ocean 

but managed to make land- fall b~, maintaining altitude within 
29 

the capability of the crew . (S) 

After arrival in the United Kingdom (PK) all crews were 

required b:r 7th Air Di vision to complete an orientation flight 

immediately after arrival at Brize Norton . These flights were 

planned to provide maximum opportunit3r for familiarization of 

communication facilities and procedures and Jet letdowns, at 

selected SAC Bases in the UK . In addition to the_orientation 

flights, 14 other flizhts weI'.e scheduled and accomplished, with 

11 of the flights successful . Ti·.ro missions 11ere cor.sid ered un-

satisfactory due to malfunction of the die:ital tape of the 320 

29 . Ltr , Hq 4080th SmI to Comdr 21\F, subj : nco1mnand er' s Final 
Mission Report/E- 27 /Operations Order 33- 59A, "Border 1'01,.,rn , 11 

DO , 17 April 1959 . EY11ibit 1. 

SEC 
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SAFE System and one because o excessive fluctuation of signal 
30 

chara cterist ic s . (S) 

Weather presented a problem i n adhering to the pr ojected 

schedule as l ong periods of l ow ceilings and visibilit3· associated 

with fog and stratus type weather resulted in dela~rs cf some 

missions and r e- scheduling of others . During extended periods of 

this type weather , an additional problem resulted because the 

aircraft wer e grounded for excessive periods of time . It was 

found that the equipment continued to work better if the stand-

dow11 time did not exceed five days . -~ turn aro ·nd time of three 

to four days on each aircr aft was optimur:i and was considered 

good procedure on future deployments to fly each aircraft on a 

short operational check when the fl:ing schedule provided more 
31 

than five to seven days stand d01-m bebveen nissions . (:.:;) 

The reliabilit;' of the equipment of the RE- 57D- 2 weapons 

s;/stem during operation 11Border Tmmtt far exceeded past per-

form.a.nee . Each mission flown was carefully analyzed locall:r, within 

the ca}Bbilit:- of avail able facilities . It was fQ..und that logical 

information was obtained on approximatel~r 95 . O percent of all 

signals analyzed using a r;;a,nual read out of the cards produced from 

the 320 SAFE S;·stem ; whereas the automatic read out used by the 

5~-4th :2.econnaissance Technical ,)quadron would produce solutions on 

30 . Ibid . 
31. Ibj_d . 
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only apprm<imately 66 .0 percent of the anal:,-sis . The manual 

rredout required an officer and one airman approximately six 

hours . Considering the vast increase in solutions obtained using 

t,he manual procedure it appeared mandatory that at l east all 

missions , on which solutions were lost, be reduced :r:ianually in 
32 

order to secur e maximum results. (J) 

The crews 1·rere relieved from all training requirements for 

the t r ainint:s qua:rter bzT virtue of comrleting mere than (O days 

TDY . Cons . derable training '>BS 3.CCCr'., lished and the orerational 

requirements which were corr:.rleted provided such more diversified 

training than woul h.:ive been possible at the home station . 

noticeable increase in crew proficiency was a:'.-)parent with the 

com~letion of each mission and mission accom lishmert arms were 
,., 
J_ 

cor;,pleted and accurate traininr; records maintained . ( C) 

After the 14 scheduled missions were completed, ho:::.dquarters 

SAC and Second Air Force ~-!ere notified b:- 7th .;.;.ir Division that 

the detachment could be released im.mediatel
0

7 for re- deployment . 

The usual teJ.r dci;m , crating, and norma.l preparat~on for the a rrival 

of the fi r st support aircraft was initiated . However , 35 hours 

from the :::;cheduled departure of the first two support aircraft a 

del ay message 1-ras r eceived with inst:c·ucticns to maintain ca:pa-

bili ty . \prroaching so near re- depl oyment time before rece · ving 

32 . Ibid . 
33 . Ibid . 
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information cf an extension created r,1an;· additional probler.1_s as 

considerable time was required to regain the car,abili t;;.- existing 
34 

at the time preparation was begun for re- deplo;yment . The 

detach_ilent was releP.sed fer re-derlo~nnent the second time and the 

RB- 57D- 2 c.ircraft arrived back 

5 April 
3~ 

1959 . ( c \ 
~_; } 

L'3.u~hlj n /i.ir Force Dase on 

Justification for B- 57C Hircraft : There were three E- ~7C 

aircraft assigned to.-the 40S0th StratefiC E.econnaissance .:ing which 

were utilized for .iving initial check out flights to pilots 

prior to them flyin.rs the P..B- 57D- 2 aircraft and the RF- 57D- 2 comtat 

ready crevrn were required to receive all their instrument trainint:, 

instrnment practice, and standardization flights in the D- 57C . 'l'he 

EB- 57D- 2 ajrcraft was a twin engine single pilot aircraft and the 

B- ~7C vras the onl~· dual controlled aircraft whic could be sub-

stituted J.Or the primar:· mission 2.ircraft because of similar 

characteristics and. design . Due to the limj_ted number of RB- 57D- 2 

sorties available.• ke; staf personnel in the ~.080th Sera tegic 

Heconnaissance •.Jing received all their tactical fl:ring in the 

I 

E- 57C aircra.'.:'t . The ror.thl; operational requirements for the f - 57C 

s.ircraft Has 60 di versified traininc; scr:.j es add the Ltcnthl:T 

maintenance capabilit;'/ with the three f, - 57c aircra.ft assigned ':Ias 

31+ . Ibid • 
.3) . Es~, Condr 4060t.h SL! to C HJCS"C, DI<IJH :;06LfD, t> Aprj 1 19 59 . 

}:::xhibit 2 . 
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a'lprox.i!"latel;; 49 sorties, a l thou0 h the maintenance schedule for 

the sane aircraft 1·ras approx.inatel: l2 sorbes . ·}ith the three 

B- 57C aircm t assi;:i;ned the 4080th Strate3ic :f-{e connaissance 1Jing 

could conplete its assigned mission . However, if the maintenance 

capabilit:r and schedule was lowered or if the E- 57C aircra t inven-

tor~- was reduced, the RT1- 57D- 2 traininc o· t1e l.0.9'0th woulci have 
36 

required ccnplcte modification and/or reduction. (lJ) 

H<i.4o r f,ircraft Accident : Cn 15 lla~- 1959 , a Eationalist 

Chinese ,Ur Force Pilot Has acco:oplishin.c; his initj.c'.l check 

out ride in the l - 2 aircraft ':.rhen he was involved in Hhat Has 

consi dered a r.ia~cr 1.ircraft accj dent . Th2 rilot had comr:leted 

all gr ound Nork satisfactoril;, ,.,as current in the T- 33 aircraft , 

and had compl eted necessa r y flights in the U- 31. aircraft . ,en excellent 

flight b r iefing -!fas conducted t:r an Ins"uructor Pilot and eve?.'.':'thing 

was norLal durin.:::; rux1 ur and take- c:·r roll , until the aircraft 

reacheci apprcximatel:· ~·C !mots speecJ . ,\t approY.imatel~- ()C Lnots , 

the tail wheel came off the rumra~r , Hith t:-C.c :::;ilct holding fonrarc~ 

stick . As the sreed increased to 'JC knots the mog_ile control 

instructor told the Dilot to .come bacl: on the stick . .1.rparentl~ 

the pilot ailed to do this , for the J.ircraft becane air borne 

nomentaril~r and th on settled onto the ru..111-ra:: on the nose gear . The 

mobile control i nstr uctor had repeated his call to cone had: on 

Jt; . l1sg, Cor:1dr ~.CISOth ~:r.: to Comdr 2AF, DO'I' 519tD , 0 11.pril 19~9 . 
Exhibit 70 . 
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the stick , but the aircra £'t ro r _!:ioised ft er the initial to'..lch-

doun, and during the fOrpoise the lil.Obil e control instructor 

once again advised tho student pilot to come bacl- on the sticl: 

and called for added po·,;er . The student :r-ilot responded but not 

in t i me for the o.ircra.ft tc COD!lletc the por pcise and contact the 

;_;round hard . 'l'he u.ircraft c:as checked in :-he air for daJ'lage 
37 

and l a.nded Hi th out further incident . C;;) 

I nsDection'of the aircraft after l andinc. revealed extensive 

damace to bulJ.drnad and fusela,..·e sldn areas near i:t.nd a r o11nd both 

or ward and rear landin-: :i;ears . It Has considered as _:--ilot error 

as the a c ciC.ent couJ_d have been avoidec~ if the pj_lot haci fol1owed 

instructions .~i ven b, r tho mobile control c:;:'fj c er to ccrr.e back 

o::-i the stick dur in8 ·ci1c take off roll. (:_,) 

37 . l'isg , Coudr ~080th SIL to CIECS.-iC , 40S(Jff ~9E , 15:\;.D.:r19~9 . 
=:.xhibit 71 . 

38 . n-.id . 
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FM COMAF 2 BARKSDALE AFB LA SECRET SECRET 

TO COMSTRATJ:IBCONWG 4080 Ll\.UGHLIN AFB TEXAS/MAIL/ 

0900L/27FEB59 

272115 

SECRET FROM: DOD M-9- 5000. SUBJ: (Uncl) RB-57 Conference. 
Part i of 3 part . 
/SAC message DO 1742, Secret, 17 FEB 59, is quoted for your information . 

~uotea This message in 7 parts. Part 1. Reference your Secret message 

C M 9- 3409, Subj: Phase-Out of RB- 57Do Air craft, dtd 9 Feb 59 . Concur 

with your recommendation for conference to study entire package and make final 

recommendations. Part 2. Request your D/Plans and a maximum of four 

appropriately cleared persons from your hq and Iaughlin AFB visit this hq 

25 Mar 59 for the purpose of briefing.SAC staff on proposed 4025th SRS program. 
,, .-

Request your hq effect coordination with 4080th, 55th and COMWRAMA. as 

necessary to evaluate all aspects of problem. Part 3. Background for 

briefing preparation and discussion is as follows: A. Contingent upon 

results of Project "Pied Piper Gypsy," this hq will determine whether 

RB-57D-2 acft will be retained in SAC inventory or phased out . Termination 

of testing period is approximately 16 ~Jar 59 . SAC position will be for-

warded to you ASAP subsequent to 15 Var 59. Part 4. Planning factors which 

must be considered in the event 6f the RB-57D-2 acft are retained include : 

A. Concept of operations to provide rr~nning and equiµ~ent to support a 

Detachment of two (2) acft on overseas TDY on a continuous basis. B. 

Crew/acft ration which will provide TDY frequency of three months per 

eighteen months per combat crew. C. Squadr on staff manning capable of 

supporting detachment concept of operations. D. Retention of sufficient 

B-5'(C acft to meet transition and pilot standardization requirements. 

LT COL MERCHANT 

DOD/eda 22115 

SECRET 
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Part 5. Initial review of proposed movement of RB-57 acft to Forbes 

AFB indicates consideration must be given to t he following areas : (1) 

Spares and support equipment pr oblems relative to support of an additional 

weapons system at Forbes AFB . (2) PrograJruned missile activation, 

possible movement of 338th SRS (Weather) from Forbes and movement of a 

medium bomb wing to Forbes AFB. (3) Costly and excellent facilities 

recently justified and constFucted at Laughlin AFB . Areas indicated in 

Part V will be closely evaluated. Part 6. Pertinent guidance expected 
. . 

soonest from U$AF will be forwarded to you upon receipt. Part 7. The 

SAC D/Plans project officer for this program is Major B. P. Smith, DPLCZ , 

Extension 28164, this hq . Unquote . Part 2. Request 4080th prepare 

recommendations on Part 4 of SAC message for discussion with 2AF re-

presentatives on staff visit tentatively scheduled for Laughlin on 11 

March. Part 3. Request you evaluate reasons for and against move of D-2 

acft to Forbes and be prepared t o discuss in detail on 11 Mar during 2AF 

staff visit. 

W. P. CUMISKEY 
Major, USAF 

DOD/eda SECRET SECRET 2 of 2 



COHSTPJ\TRECON/IJG 4080 
Ll\UGHLIN AFB , TEXAS 

SECRET 21$8Z/18MAY59 

PRIORITY 

COMSTP..ATRECON:JG 4080 DET 3 HAMEY AFB , P . R. 

SECRET 

COMSTPJ\TF.ECONWG 4080 DET 4 EZEIZA AIRPORT , BUENOS AIRES , ARGENTINA 

INFO : COMA.F 2 BARKSDALE AFB , IJ\ 

SECF.ET/FROM DCO 65 E . DAYLIGHT . SUBJECT : (U) VOICE RECORDER 

FOR U- 2 AIRCB.AFT . REFERENCE SAC XECRET MESSAGE DOPIB.S 458 

AND 2AF HECRET Iv.iESS AGE , DODT M- 9- 11091 .. EFFECTIVE UPON RECEIPT OF 

T!IIS .MESSAGE , THE REQUL:l.EHENT TO MAINTAIN A VOICE RECORDING 

CAPABILITY IN THE U- 2 AIRCRAFT NC LONGER EXISTS . 

d . P. Cill.iJISKEY 
Major, USAF 

JOHN B. BOYNTON , LT COLONEL, USAF 

DCO SECRET l of 1 
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SECRET· 
FINAL MISSION REPORT FOR DETACHMENT 7 

l. Final mission report for Detachment _ Seven» 4080jh SRW 

Operations Order 33=59A9 Bordertownj Headquarters 9 4080\h Strategic . 
Reconnaissance Wingj Light» dated 19 Dec 58. 

2. Brief Narrativei 

Three RB-57D=2 aircraft and four combat ready crews together 

with a total of one hundred and fifteen personnel and approximately 

f orty=six tons of supplies and equipment were deployed from La~ghlin 

AFB» Texas to Brize Nortop. .RAF Station in England. The Advon Personnel 

'--- departed the home station on 16 January 1959 and arrived at the TDY 

site on 19 January 1959. The remainder of support aircraft arrived a 

few days subsequent with the last aircraft arrival on 26 January 1959. 

The t~ctical aircraft and crews departed the home station at OlOOZ 

24 January 1959 after a twenty four hour delay due toiweather. All 

three tactical aircraft comple~ed the deployment non=stop with two 

logging approximately eleven and one-half hours and the third twelve 

and one=quarter hours. The third aircraft lost all oxygen at the 

point of no return over the Atlantic ocean but managed to make land 

fall by maint~lning maximum altitude within the capability of the 

crew. This crew was required to fly at cabin altitudes of fifteen 

to eighteen thousand feet i n order to have sufficient fuel to reach 

land . A strip alert tanker was launched from Upper Heyford by 7th 

Air Division and a reridezvous and a second Air Refueling was accom= 

lished at Lands End which enabled the crew to proceed to Brize Norton 

for landing. An Operational Hazard report dated JO January 1959 was 

prepared and forwarded covering this incident in detail. Two air 

SECRET S-59=1922 
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refuelings wer~ scheduled on the deployment, however9 the first one 

was cancelled due to weather. At the second _air refueling two receivers 

took on more than 15~000 pounds of fuel each and were required to share 

the spare tanker in order to fill their tanks. At least 20 9 000 pounds 

of fuel should be available from each tanker to preclude the necessity 

for using a spare tanker. (S) 

3. Personnel and Administrationg 

a. Personnelg One hundred and fifteen 4080th SRW Per~onnel 

and three support personnel . from WRAMA were deployed on Project Border 

'--- Town. Personnel consisted of nineteen officers~ eighty eight airmen 

and eleven civilians. Personnel were selected and notified more than 

thirty days prior to deployment except for one or two isolated cases. 

Individuals receiving less than thirty days notice were carefully 

counselled to insure that no personal hardship would be incurred. 

Eight 4080th SRW Airmen personnel and two ci vil~.ahs from WRAMA were 
' 

returned early because of no further requirement for their services 

at TDY location. Because of the high priority placed upon the success= 

ful completion of the mission the Detachment was heavily manned to pre= 

elude any possibility of failure due to a lack of qualified pe:FSOfineJ.... 

The manning of future Det achments with similar requirements can be re-

duced approximately fifty percent without sacrificing the capability of 

the unit. Tnere were no personnel problems throughout th~ period of 

the TDYo (C) 

b. Administrationg The administrative work load was muph 
I 

heavier than expected. Approximately seven hundred incoming or 

outgoing messages were processed. A high percentage of these messages 

Sf CE S-59~1922 
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were classified requizJng careful logging and filing as required of all 

classified matter. Ther e were also numerous reportsp and routine corres= 

pondence that created a relatively heavy administrative workload. (C;) 

4. Operations and Trai ningg 

All crews were required» by ?th Air Division» ' to complete an 

orientation flight immediately after arrival at Brize Norton RAF 

Stati<Jn. These flights were planned to provide maximum opportunity 

for faJaj.liarization of communication facilities and procedures and 

Jet le~downs, at selected SAC Bases in the United Kingdom. The orien= 

'- _ tat±~n missions» as well as operational checks of equipment, and test 

hops 9 were conducted under the provisions of Operations . Order Half= 

Breed9 Headquarters~ ?th Air Division~ dated 27 January 1959. After 

all crews had completed an orientation flight a written critique was 

prepared and forwarded to 7th Air Division. (C) 

Fourteen o~her flights were scheduled and accomplished unaer 

Frag Order, dated Jl Dec 58 Pied ,Piper ,Gypsy to Operations Order 

60=59 9 dated 26 May 195~. (S) 

Weather presented a problem i n adher ing to the projected 

schedule.. Long periods of low ceilings and visibility associated with 

fog and stratus type weather resulted in delays of some missions and 

re-scheduling of other s. During extended periods of this type weather, 

a.n_addit,ional problem result ed becaused t he air craft were grounded 

for· exc-essi ve i:e riods of t i meo It was found that the equipment con= 

tinued .~o work b~~ter if the stand=down time did not exceed five days. 

A turn around time of three t o four days on each aircraft is optimum 

and it is Odnsidered good procedur e on f uture deployments to fly each 

SECRET 
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aircraft on a short -operational check when the flying schedule provides more 

than five to seveq days stand down between missions. (S) 

The following recap indicates the mission results based upon accomplish-

ments obtained using nanual ground data reduction: 

Number of Missions Scheduledz 14 

Nwnber of Missions flowng 14 

GrQund Abortsg 0 

Air Aborts (1 late T.O~) 3 (1 partially satisfactory) 

Late Take Offs 1 

Number Succesful Missions g 11 

Number Unsuccessful :tv'ri.ssions g 3 

Two missions were considered unsatisfactory due to a malfunction of the 

digital tape •of the .320 SAFE System and one because of excessive fluctuation 

of sigt:ial characteristics. The missions considered unsuccesful provided con-

siderable information from the API)..o4 and the KD-2 camera. (0) 

The reliability of the equipment of the D-2 weapons system during the 

deployment period by f a.r exceeded past performance. Each mission floym was 

carefully analyzed locally9 within the capability of available facilities. 

It was found that logical information was obtained on approximately ninety= 

five percent of al l signals analyzed using a manual read out of the cards pro= 

duced from the 320 SAFE System; whereas the automatic readout used by the 
I 

544th RTS will produce solutions on only approximately sixty=six. percent of 

the analysis. The manual readout requires an officer and one airman approx-

imately six hourso Considering the vast increase in solutions obtained 

using the manual procedure it appears mandatory that at least all missions 9 

on which solutions are lost, be reduced manually in order to secure maximum 

results. (S) SECRET 
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The 0~20 filn1 was carefully replotted to determine navigation accuracy. 

On mission number two 9 one target return was misidentified which caused a 

forty=five mile navigation error. Prior to the first two missions 9 scope 

photography was not available in sufficient time to provide adequate study 

_of the routes flown. On all subsequent flights available filnl was utilized 

to provide intensive study which produced accurate navigation tracks with 

prec:j.sion resets of the ASN=6 ground position indicator.. The average flight 

line deviation was approxi111ately five miles from planned track. (S) 

In some areas 9 extremely heavy concentrations of electronic signals~ 

~thin certain frequency ranges 9 presents a problem in signal separation for 

accurate analysis. It is-mandatory that each signal be isolated and analysed 
I 

separately in order to produce accurate results. When more than one signal 

is analyzed simultaneosly9 erroneous characteristics will be reflected and 

an inaccurate solution will result. The six MC band pass filter presently 

installed to help alleviate this problem requires further improvement in 

order to eliminate it . (S) 

The crews were relieved from all training requirements for the quarter 

by virtue of completing more than sixty days TDY.. Considerable training was 

accomplished and the operational requirements which were completed provi ded. 

much more diversified training than would have been possible at the home sta-

tion. A noticeable increase in crew proficie:qcy was apparent with the com-

pletion of each mission. Mission accomplishment forms were completed and 

accurate records training records were maintained. (C) 

After the fourteen scheduled missions were completed ~ 7th Air Division 

informed SAC Headquarters and Second AF Headquarters that the Detachment could 

be released imµiediately for re-deployment. The usual tear do~n 3 creatingj and 

5 
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Normal preparatio,n for the arrival of the first support aircraft was 

initiated. Thirty-five hours from the scheduled departure of the first 

two support aircraft a delay message was received with instructions to 

maintain capability. Approaching so near re=deployme:nt time before re= 

ceiving information ~f an extension create ~ many additional problems. 

It then takes considerable tLme to regain the capability eY.isting at the 

time pareparation was begun for re=deploym~nt. (C) 

5. Logisticsg 

(a) Maintenanceg 

Maintenance throughout the TDY period was excellent. The 

various systems of the aircraft performed with a much higher per~entage 

of reliability than during any equivalent period of time in the history 

of the aircraft. An evaluation of the equipment and the percentage of 

reliability is estimated ,as ,:f-:0llows g, {S) 

APN 107 100$) 

,320 SAFE 80% 93% Excluding tape malfunctions 

APR 9 93% 

APR 14 100% 

APA 69 93% 

APA 74 100% 

APD 4 90% 

KD 2 97% 

0=20 98% 

System III 100% 

Auto= Pilot 86.% 

APG 93% 

6 
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Th~ basis for 'determining equipment reliability was mission 

completiOll. (S) 

Although the RB=57D2 Weapons System showed remarkable im= 

provement in reliability there are some areas that should be considered 

for further improvement. There are modifications particularly in the 

320 SAFE System and the allied GFE equipment which appear feasible and 

desireable. A study will be made and reconunended changes will be sub= 

mitted at a later date. (S) 

In so far ~s possible maintenance technicians were assigned 

to one aircraft and their entire efforts were devoted to their particular 

equipment on the aircraft to which they were assigned. This resulted in 

becoming more familiar with the characteristics and peculiarities of the 

equipment on t~ir aircraft. This developed a spirit of team work which 

assisted in making every scheduled take=off an event and undoubtedly was 

a contributing factor in the improvement in equipment reliability. This 

type of maintenance is considered particularly effective on this weapons 

system during TDY periods and is woI'f?'!V of consideratioz:! at the home 

station in so far as these procedures can be employed. COMMENT #1. 

Weather during the TDY period provided considerable precipitation» fog~ 

and high humidity. All three aircraft were hangared at all times ex= 

cept for the period approximately three hours prior to flight until one 

hour after landing. This procedure was very effective in eliminating 

possible malfunctions of electronic equipment ca~\3,ed by excessive mois= 

ture and also provided the most ideal conditions for performing main= 

tenancej pre-flight and for the security guards. The most serious main= 

tenance problem resulted from a series of tape transport malfunctions in 

7 
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the 320 SAFE System. Two malfunctions occurred during airborne flight 

and during a very thorough check of all tape decks~ three more mal= 

functioning units were discovered in the shopo These malfunctions re=. 

sulted from two different causes. The tension of the drive capstan 

was found to be out of adjustment and screws which attach the fasteners 

to the lid occasionally caused bindingo i . The tension on the drive caps~ 

tans were adjusted and the screws were reversed so that the screw heads 

would be in the inside of the lid which prevents any possibiXity of 

binding from this cause • . ~ (S) 

(b) SUPPLYg 

Supply support was outstanding during the entire TDY 

period. There were no AQCP and practically no ANFEs. The depot sup-

port provided by 'WRAMA was excellent and the WRAMA representative~ at 

the TDY site with the Detachment 9 provided valuable assist ance in co-

ordinating with the depot and in assisting in monitoring supply re= 

quirements. Re~supply provided through reflex aircraft was inv~uuable, 

particularly on criti cal item.so The Reflex deliveries averaged six 

days from requisition and routine deliveries through .normal supply 

channels averaged eleven days. Some Reflex deliveries were received 

within three d ayso (C_) 

The Fly=a=way Kit proved to be adequate but can be im= 

proved by further screening and by applying the knowledge gained from 

its use during the TDY. Consumption data has been recorded and will be 

used to recommend improvements. The Fly=a=way Kit used was a RB=57bo 

kit with a D2 prod pack. In the future all items common only to the 

g 
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RB=51Do and D=l will be deleted from the kit in order to reduce air= 

lift requirements., (U) 

(c) Transportation and Mobilityg 

The MATS support provided on the deployment was not near= 

ly as good as on the re=deploymento There w~~ an excessive amount of 

off =loading enroute which increases the possibility of damage or loss 

of equipment and also increases the time ~uroute.. The Advon was pick= 

ed up by a C""l24 that was known to be incapable" of ma.king the entire 

trip which resulted ~n a ten hour de+ay at Donaldson AFBo other sup= 
. ' 

port aircraft experienced unne~essary delays on the deplo;;rnento The 

re=deployment was well =planned and was completed in a very efficient 

manner. The unit mobility plan appears to be sati-efactory based upon 

the experience of this TDY. (C) 

(d) Base Facilitiesg 

' The Base Facilities at the TDY site were completely ade= 

quate and the Base support received was outstandingo The hangerD A&E 

shops and Operations building were weli=adapted to Detachment 7 re= 

quirements. All other requirements were adequately provided by the 

3920th Combat Support Groupo (U) 

6. Intellig~nceg 

The Border Town Operations Order was not specific as to the 

intelligence requirements 9 therefore an air intelligence officer and 

a photo radar intelligen~e officer were included in the manning. It 

was found that considerable activity was experienced in both areas 

and these skills were well utilized on the deployment with one of 

.the officers performing additional duty as Administrative Officer. 

9 
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Deployments of this type serve as an excellent means of providing 

realistics retraining and familiarization in intelligence functi9nso (C) 

?. Securityg 

The classification of the deployment coupled with the sensitive 

nature of the overall operation required that very tight security be 

maintainedo All personnel were thoroughly indoctrinated con~erning 

securityo The fact that the a .ircraft were hangered most of the time 

seemed to arouse a little unwarranted suspicion» on the other hand» hav= 

ing the aircraft inside the hanger enabled the security guards to per= , .~ 

form a more effecti1ye job of providing securityo (U) 

RECOMMANDATIONSg 

lo That the deployment and re=deployment legs flown by the .tact= 

icat aircraft be restricted to approximately eight to nine hourso (U) 

2. Each tanker be required to carry a minimum of twenty thousand 

pounds of fuel to eliminate necessity of utilizing more than one tanker 

per receiver during air refuelingo (U) 

3e That air support planning be accomplished to eliminate neces= 

sity for off loading large quantities of equipment enrouteo (U) 

4o That consideration be given to further improvement of the 

320 SAFE System» particularly on minor modifications. (C) 

5. That manual data reduction be used to reduce data from the 
1 

320 SAFE in ~r to provide a maximum number of accurate analysis. (C) 

6. --That radar scope photography be provided» if available» in 

sufficient time to allow adequate study prior to the first sortie. (C) 

7 o, That the prime depot a.gain provide a supply liaison repr~= 

sentative on future deploymentso (U) 

CONFIDENTW. S=59=1922 
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CONADENTIAL 
8. That REFLEX flights again be utilized on future deployments 

to provide fast re=supply particularly on critical items and antic= 

ipated AOCPs and ANFEs. (U) 

9. That an improved Fly=a=way Kit listing be sµbmitted b~ this 

Headquarters and acted upon by WR.AMA. (U) 

10. That --"inaximum notice be given the Detachment~ in event it 

becomes necessary to extend the TDY period» so that a higher capa= 

bility can be maint~ined until the deployment is terminatedo (C) 

11. That D2 aircraft be hangered on tuture deployments if space 
' .. 

is available» particularly during extremely damp weather. (U) 

CONADENlW. 
1l 
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24, Jan,, :1,959 

SECRET 
CHRONOLocrx. ____ ...,. ____ _ 

4080th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing, light 
(contd) 

' . 

DE:l;tachment Number Seven,, 40SQth Strategic Reconnais~nqe 
W:ing-" Lilgflt, consisting of' three RB•'57D.;.;2 aircraft, crews, 
suppol!t; perscnhel and . equipment in place at Brize Norton 
Ai!" Ba:s.e,. England on Operation "Border ToWri"o ($:) ·. . . ' 

20 Mar 1959 Deta;.chn:teni'i Number Fl. ve, 4080th Strategi.e Reconnais~nce 
Wing, Light,. consisting of :three U-2 .aircraft, four crews, 
support personnel and e-qui~imient ... in .Pl~ce at Eielsdh AFB, 

.:.' .i Alaska· on Project "Toy $o1tlielii' ]]Lti~ and: "Fortune Finder"" 
·'\ ,.,;., 

23 Mar l '?5.-9- 'First "Congo Maidenn··: IIlis·sio:h · fl:Gwn by' Detachment 1i veo 

28 Mar_l959 

6 Apr 1959 

last "Congc).~Maiden'"'mii>sicn .flown byf' :tiei't~ehrnent Fl~e... The 
"Congo Maiden1• missi'i:m-:s:were planned te· be acc6mp~ished 
over a .p~l!"fOOrl.of· s.evenaJ11.weekS0 but du:e.2to · unusually 
f{i.vo~le'?'Wea:the:r:r eondiii:Ji:onSij, they we')!i(e'i: accompl:tshed_ fr.il 

• ,:i.,.,.,. :.. l'i!!).\ 
5~~~:55·,;, · .... . , \ip'. ,j 

Detachment Number Seven redeployed to Iaughlin AFB from 
Brize Norton AF, England after completion of Operation 
11Border Town". (S) 

1 May 1959 The 4080th SRW adapted the Deputy Commander concept of 
operation. (U) 

1 May 1959 5 .. o8th Tactical Hospital inactivatede 
' . • • • , . I 

(U) 

15 .May 1959 Detachment Number Five redeployed to Laughlin AFB from 
Eielson AFB, Al aska after completion of -.Operations n11oy 
Soldier III" and 11Fort une Finder" o (S) 

(s) 
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I - HISSICI'J ' ORG!JHZ.1.TICH ~um :1.m::IIJISTP.ATICH 

1•.:ission : The primar:; missicn of the L.;.080th Stratesic Heconna-

issc~nce .• ing, Light remained unchanged during the month os i'\pril and 

E:i.;y 1959, irhich ':ra.s the ccnductinrr of stro.tegic reconnaissance mis-
1 

sicns . The prirnar:· mission cf the L1G80th Comoat Support Grour also 

remained unchanged durint; Aprj_l and Lay 19 ~'J , which was to suppcrt 
2 

the 4080th Strat·ec;ic Reconn.aissance -:in2;, (U) Li::-ht . -·. 

Opera ti on 11Border To:mn : In <Tanm.r~ 19 59, three R.B- 57D- 2 air-

craft 2.nd fo r cor:ibat rca.d:· crm·rs together with 11.:., personnel and 

approxime.tely 46- tons of supr:lies and equipment i'lere deplo3•ed frcm 

fa.ughlin Air Force Jase , Texas , to Erize Norton Ro::al nir Force Sta-

tion, En::;land . This deplo;u1ent ·.'las given the unclassLied nickname 

TTBorder Tc.m" and designated as :Jetachment Seven , 4080th Strate.::;ic 

neconnaiss:rnce '.Jing , Lieht . The advance part:r for the deplcz-:1ent de-

p:i. rted L'lughlin _.,_ir Force Jase on 1(, Januo~r: 1Si59, arrivin:::; at Frize 

Norton a few da:·s subsequent with the last aircraft arriving on 26 

<Januar;.- 1959 . The RD- 57D- 2 aircraft and crevrs de_ arted Laughlin on 2L> 

,January 19~9, arriving at Brize !Yorton the same date c:.fter one air 

re ueling and fl;:,-ing non- stop . The time .for the tactical aircraft to 

make the non- stop fli ,ht 1·ras ap_E'roximatel:· 11 :30 hours or two of the 

aircraft and 12 :15 hours for the third aircraft . The third aircraft 

lost all o;.c:rcen at the point c no return over the ;i.tlantic ocean but 

rr1.naged to make land- ::o.11 b;c- r:eintaininc:; r..e.xi:mJJ:i altitude within the 

1 . Stated in 2.AF Regulation 23- 12, dated 12 Eove:nber 1957 . 
2 . 3tated. in S,\.C H.e:;ulation 20- 15R, dated 27 Ec.rch 1959 . 
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capability of the crew . This crew vrds required to fly at cabin al-

titudes of 15,000 to 18,000 feet in order to have sufficient fuel 

to reach land . A strip alert tanker was launched .from l>per He:"ford 

Eo;yal Air Force Station, England and a rendezvous and a second air 

refueling was accomplished at la.nds End, England, which enabled the 

HB- 57D- 2 aircraft to reach Brize Norton for landing . Two air re ... 

fuelings vrere scheduled on the deplo:nnent ; however, the first cne 

was cancelled due to.-weather a,nd at the second air refuelin.; two 

receivers took on more than 15,000 pounds of fuel each and were re-

quired to share the spare tanker in order to fill their tanks . 1-1.t 

least 20 , 000 pounds cf f1:el should have been available from each tanker 
J 

to preclude the necessi t;' for using a spare tanker . (S) 

Personnel deplo;/ed on the detachment consisted of 19 officer , 

88 airmen, and 11 civilians (Three of the civilians were deplo:,red 

froTI .Tarner Eobins 1\ir Haterial Area depot) . Personnel selected 

for the deplo;:rrnent were notified r:-iore than JO days in advance vri th the 

exception of one or hro isolated cases, and the indi victuals receiving 

less than JO da;~s notificatj_cn were counselled to __ insure that no per-

sonal hardship 1mulci oe incurred . Prior to the end of the operations 

at the detachment, eight airmen personnel from the 4080th Strategic 

Eeconnaissance ::ing and two civilians fron ~ ,?.A.I·h were returned earl;r 

because of no further requirement for their services at the Ten~porary 

Duty (TDY) locatillon. Because of the hi[';h priorit~r pli::l.ced upon 

the successful coupletion of the mission the Detachrr,ent was heavil~-

J . Ltr llq 4080th SR.I to Comdr 2.l.F, subj : ucornmander' s Final }fission 
I;,ep~rt/L-27/0perations Order JJ - 5%, Border TownH, DO, 17 ,l.pril 
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manned to preclude an:- possibilit~ of failure due to lack of qualified 

r:ersonnel. It was determined that future deplo;yuents with similar re-

quirements could be reduced e.rproximatel.,T 50 . 0 percent without sacri-
4 

ficing the capabilit:- of the unit . (C) 

The administrative workload during the TDY period was m ch hea-

vier than was expected . Approximately 700 incoming or outgoing r.ies-

sages were processed and a high percenta;::'.e of these nessages 1·rere 

classified which required careful loBginc and filin~ . There were 

also nUJnerou::; reports, and rout,ine correspond-ence that created a rela-

tively heav;:r adJrrinistrative workload . ;~s no administrative officer 

was deplo~red with the detachment one c:::.' the intelligence officers had 

to assvme the duties o: acininistro.tive of icer . (C) 

Fourteen nissions uere scheduled to be flovm during t~ne period 

of the deplo;-ment and after the last mission was completed during the 

latter part of 112.rch 1959, 7th 11_ir Di vision informed Strategic Jlir 

Cor.1mand (SAC) Headquarters and Second Air Force i1eadquarters that the 

detadu:tent could be released immediatel:r for re- deployment t o laughlin 

Air Force Base . The usual tear down, crating , and normal preparation 

for the arrival of the first support aircraft was initiated . however, 

35 :00 hour s fron the scheduled departure of the first two support air-

craft a dela~r message was received with instructions to maintain capa-

3 

bili t:T . Approaching so near re- eplo~'lllent time before recei vin!; infor-

:i:ia tion of an extension crea. ted many additional problems . It took con-

siderable time to regain the c2.pa., ilit~- existing at the time prepara-

Lt . Ibid . 
5. Ibid . 
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6 
tion was begur1 for re- deployment . The detachment was released for 

r e- deplo;yment and the RB- 57D- 2 aircraft arrived back at I..au13hlin 
7 

Air Force Base on 5 April 1959. (S) 

Reconnaissance 'fine; deployed to Eielson 11ir Force Base, Alaska, in 

r~rch 1959 , for the purpose o condrcting weather sampling missions 

m1der Operations Crder ()2- 59 trTo~' Soldier III" and Cperations Order 

75- 59 "Fortune Findern . This detachraent consisted of three U- 2 air-

craft, crews~ support _personnel and equipr.1ent and \·Ji th the bulk of 

the nconco Haidenn missions completed during llarch 1959, the month 

of Apri 1 started out quietly and rer.1ained so for the entire mar.th . 

!'~pril was devoted to accomplishinr, the schedliled l~ successful sar_-
9 

pling missions plus twc ncongo I-'.aiden" missions . (S) 

Higher Headquarters was ver:- much pleased with the results of 

the 11Congo l/fa.iden11 uissions as ·was evidenced b=r a rnessage from 

General Thomas S . Power, Commander- In- Chief Strategic Air Cor;11n..and . 

The mess.:ie;e fron General Power to Colonel A . J . Bratton, Conumnder 

l+OSCth Strategic Reconnaiss:rnce '·•ing read : 

11Conc;ratlilations for the splendid job performed by ;your creHS and 
personnel during the recent HCongc I·2iden11 JCro~ect . Although the 
operational :phase cf this project w:~.s of short duration, extensive 
coordino.:Cion and_ plannin3 V'Jas reqt1j_red . The entire orjeraticn "Nas 
perforned ~Jithout incident and in such a r-,anner as to bring; 
recognition to the personnel of =-our comn.:md who were resDon-

6. Ibid . 

4 

7 . I:Isg, Comdr ~.080th Sfl'.T to CINCSAC, DI-1.IB 5064D, 6 April 1959 . Exhibit 2 . 
8 . Historzr, 4080th 311~~, i'·Iarcl-: 1959, pp . :; . 
9. Histor:-, Det :. 5, 1+080th SEl.I, ,';.prj_l 1959 . E:dlibi t 3 . 
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sible for the operational planning and naintenance of this nro­
ject . The cre>rn, in rarticular , cer o_ '.ed in an o tstandin-; 
~1anner . Certain individuals ri.ade contri'.~rtions of st.·ch exce:-J­
tional value as to warrant. personal ,~,entj on . The:" are Lt Col­
onel Ha;" en C. Curr;T ; Ila,jor fudclf 'rnde son , Jr ; and Eajor 
Ec-~bie G. Gardiner . The high stand2.rds l'.12.intu.ined, as Hell as 
the operational prcficienc;",T displa~"ed in this ir:rr::ortant under­
taking, ..-rere f,<3.ramount to the success atts.ined . Please ex-
tend r-:;" conr~ratul2.tions to the responsible .:_::iersonnc . " lC (U) 

Dnrirn; the month c. f\.prjl 1959, visitorssto l:Jetc::.ch.'-;i.ent Five 

were Colonel J . • Z . Brc::.tton, Cof'1.mander L:.030th 3trategic H.eccnnais-

sance ~!ins and Coloni=l Ellsworth J.. . Fo~rell , Deput~r Conr.i.ander for 

Haintemnce fo 4080th ;:;trater,ic F..econnaissance "!inc . i·.ajor General 

<-Tohn P . !:cConnell , Cor.rn3.nder Second .ir Force an( h::..s sta:Lf visited 

the Detachment on 26 ~\pril. Lieutenant Colonel J o.;rden C. Curr;;, , the 

Detachnent Commander escorted the visiting officials throuch a displ,::i,zr of 

the facilities and conducted a briefing fo them on t.he operations of 
11 

the detachinent . (U) 

Pro ~ect 11Crow FliFht11 : 'I\vo sep2..rate detachnents o1 U- 2 air-

craft, crm,rs , support rerscnnel and equ:;.pncnt were deplo;"cd on 

orera ti on ucrow Ylight 11 • Detachr'.l.en t 'l'hree 1.KlS a.t l'..ame: .'l.ir Fcrce 
12 

Base , Puerto Ii.ico , and ~)etachment Four was at Ezeiza ,~irport , 

13 
Dueno s i1.ires , .1.rgentina . Detachment 'Three operations during r'.f.ril 

consisted of fl:"ing scheduled r:i.issions out of :1 ne:" , and deplo:'ing 

the U- 2 aircr,::i,ft and crews to Plattsburgh ,'dr Force Base , New York , 

to fl'· scheduled missions . The aj rcraft der.1lo;:"ed to Plattsburgh 

10 . 

11. 
12 . 
13 . 

Es8 , Comdr 4080th . ..>R.I to Comdr Det 
April 1959 . Exhibit 4 . 
Histor:" , Det 
Histor:.', Det 
Ib stor~,r, Det 

"' " ,/' 
;, 3 ' 
4, 

L,C80th 
L.osoth 
4080th 

3h.:' ~~pr~ 2. 
~)Ri , tf-T:::_l 
CT" 
J ... )lt.jJ ' ;1.pril 

5' 40E.l0th SR I ' c 51 70D ' 9 

19 0 E:;r :ibit 3. / . 
19 a :S.xhibit ) . / . 
19 C/ Exhibit 

/ 

/ . l; . 

SECRET 

5 



SECRET 

on 19 April and two of them re- deployed to E&.mey on 26 April with 

the third U- 2 aircraft ferried to EdNards /1ir Force Ease, California 

for installation o:' a new ox;rgen s:rsterrc and fuel tank vent s~rstem 
14 

for the wing ta~ks . After the modification the aircr aft was ferried 

back to Rame;/ on 12 K<J.;y 1959 . Durinr; the month of Nay , Detachment 

operations again consisted o flying scheduled missions out of Ramey 

and on 17 llfa;r the aircr:J.ft were again deplo:red to Plattsburgh to fl:r 

scheduled rtlssions , returning to Lame;' 24 Ila~' . (S) 

6 

°Crow Flight!! operatiom; from Ezeiza Airport, Argentina during April 

was the D:'ini; of scheduled sa!npling r:1issions, and the ferryint; of 

lJ- 2 aircraft to and from Edwards I,ir Force Base, Cc<.lifornia for 

installation of a new o:x:yr;en s;rstem and ucl tanl: vent s:,sten.: for 

the vring tanks . The detachLent received ci. letter of appreciation from 

the Cormnander and Chief cf Air- LarU 1.e Operations for the ;~rgentine 

ldr Force for assistance rendered in support of operations conducted 
16 

by the Argentine 1\ir Force . ( C )' 

Operations for Detachr;1cnt Four during r-;,'l~' was more or less rom,-

ine, with scheduled missions being flmm . The month of I-lay saw a 

rotation of some personnel as twc officers and 32 airrien rerlacements arrived 

at Ezeiza chrport aboard a scheduled ICi.litar;:· Air Transport Service 

( 11<' 'I'~\ . J'.'t n«i. :::.) ai era..: • The aircraft had de}-drted lau,:hlin Air Force 

lL.. . Eistor~r, Det 
.,.., 

40f:Oth C"P,'. I- :i.pril 1959 - I:xhibj_t 5. ~·1 ;> ' O ... t.IJ' 

15 . Histor;:·, Det '3 :;, ' 4080th SE.J ' ~Ia:.- 1959 . Exhii.1it 7. 
16 . Histor:r , Det ,1 L.. 

" '> L;.OSOth Sit·t, 1\pril 1959 . EY.hibit 6. 
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Base "'l'lith 34 airmen personnel but at a stcD- over at Eecife , Br azil, 

t:,ro cf the airmen, throuzh their oim neflicence, failed to board 

the aircra t, corscquentl;- the c:.ircraft arrived at Fuenos ,\j res 

1rith t 1vO less passeni;ers than it had tarteci 1-rith . The t-,,-o airmen 

were returned to Lauchlin ,\.ir Force PJ.se chrectl:r from Hecifc , Brazil . 

The esti11ated elate o~)erations would cease was releaseci to the 

,~re;cmtine Press a.L tcr l"ein.c;; coordinated and approved with approp-

riate Arscntine J.nd United ,-)tates [',ov.ernn.ent ,c,::;encies . The local 

ci•rilian business concerns and other inte· ested a~encies in :uencs 

-~ires were also advised by letter of the anticipated closing date , 
17 

vrhich was a p~)roxima tel: 15 Auzust 1959 . (C) 

i iovies fer Detach;.:ent Four : In order to provide the personnel 

of Detachment Four with as much entertaim·1ent as possible , the 4080th 

Stratei:i;ic I'.econnaissance hnr; arran::;cd to shi:r) 2>hours of r-;ovies 

to the detachment on 18 ,~prj 1 1 ~l59 , and each da;'s theren.fter to 

shi ".l the c_etachment 50- hours of ,film via I ~\'I''..J . The films 1·1ere 

C'·btained through ·c:1e _iln lihrar:: :d~h the cooperatiori o': the St Louis 

suppl;- and uere listed as trainin-::- fj lms, wt ever"r effor t was mq::;ended 

tc select filr1s cf an entertaini!lG r_:iture such as srio_,_ ts events, Eob 

;1ope ' s 1'.dr Force .'>liows, l:ar fiJJ:13, etc . (U) 

Strate~;ic I?.econ!l.aissance .~in.r; , li'3ht t .. clar:ted the Deput:- Cor·117lander con---
19 

7 

cept . Lnder this concept, the directors cf' the v;.;.rious a;:;oncies of' sto.ff 

sections ·..rere changed . ?or o:-c;-1.r.:::-le, the J:..rector o:;~ C.rerations becan.e 

17. 
18 . 

19. 

Histcr:;·, Dot ;:4 , ~080th SR!, April 1959 . EY.hibit 
I:ss, Ccn.dr 40£-':C'tr• SFLI to Comdr Det ;'. L,, L,O.SOth 3ff:,· , 
~\ ~"ril 1959. EJd1il)i t 9. 
GC 1'5 , Hci_ ~-:..\C , 24 IJarch 19~9 . Dd1ihi t 0 . 
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IV ... MATERIEL AND MAINTENANCE' 

Aircraft Sta.t\19: As of 30 April 1959, there were 57 aircraft 

poeseesed by Laughlin Air Foree Base. Of this number, 36 were pon-

sessed by the 4080th Strategic RecoMa.issance i'fing as tactical air-

era.ft while the remaining 21 were poseeseed by the 4080th Air Base 

Group as support type aircraft. The number of aircraft assigned to 

Laughlin Air Force Base and the number possessed was not the same 

due to aircraft assigned to the 4080th Strategic Reconnaissance 
1 

Wing being deploy~d on detachmentsc Three U-2 e.ircraft 'ft!lre de-
2 

ployed with Detachment Three on project "Crow Flight," three a.ir-
3 

eraft U-2 deployed w1 th Detachment Four on project "Crow Flight 9 " 

and three U-2 aircraft deplo,-ed with Detachment Fiye on operation 
4 

"Toy Soldier lllh. (S) 

There were 59 aircraft possessed by Laughlin as of 31 May 

1959. Of this number, 38 were possessed by the 4080th Strategic 

Reconnaissance Wing a~ tactical type aircraft while the remaining 

21 aircraft were possessed by the 4080th Combat Support Group as 

support type aircraft. Here a.gain the number of aircraft assigned 

1. Rept, "Report of Aircraft Status and Purpose of Flight," RCS: 
1-AF...A.1, 30 April 1959. Prep by and on File in Stat Svso Sec­
tion of the Base Comptroller, Hq 4080th CSGp. 

2. History, Det #3, 4080th SRW, April 1959. Exhibit 5 0 

3. History, Det #4, 4080th SRW, April 1959,, Exhibit 6,. 
4. Hietory, Det #_5, 4080th SRW, April 1959. Exhibit 3 .. 
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and aircraft possessed "8S not the same as there were aircraft de-
5 

ployed on detachments. Three U-2 aircraft were deployed to Ramey 
6 

Air Foree :Base, Puerto Rico with Detachment Three, and. three U-2 

aircra:f't deplo31'ed to Ezeiza Airport, Buenos Aires, .Argentina. with 
? 

Detachment Four 0 (S) 

Aircraft Deficiencies: During the month of April there were 

no major problems wi.th the B-57C aircraft although the aircraft sys-

terns were given nine unsatisfactory ratinge and 10 ratings of sat-

isfactory with mal:f'unctions. Of the 19 aircraft systems deficien-

cies on the B-5?C aircraft, 18 were due to materiel reasons and one 
8 

due to maintenance. In May, the B-5?C aircraft systems received 

20 unsatisfactory ratings and six ratings of satisfactory with mal-

functions. Of the 21 aircraft systems deficiencies, 21 were due 

to materiel reasons, two due to maintenance and three d.ue to other 

reasone 0 The three deficiencies due to other reasons were system 
9 

deficiencies which could not be duplio~ted on the ground. (C) 

During the month of April the RB-57D aircraft systemR received 

a total of 157 deficiencie ratings. Of this number, 78 were rated 

UI.l.@a.tisfactory- and 79 were rated satisfactory wfth ma.lfuctions,, Of 

5 0 Rept, nReport of Aircraft Status a.nd Purpose of Fl:tght," RCS: 
1..AF-Al, 31 May 19590 Prep b7 and on File in Stat Svs Section 
of the :Base Comptroller, Hq 4080th CS~. 

6. History, Det #3, 4080th SRW, Ma.y 1959. Exhibit ? 0 

?. History, Det #4, 4080th SBlf, May 19590 Exhibit 8 0 

80 Rept, "Aircraft Effectiveness, Deficiency ~nd Abort Report," 
for B-57C Aircraft for Month of A:pri 1 1959, RCS: SAC-1115., 
Prep by and on File in Repts & Analysis Section of the Deputy 
Comdr for Maintenance, Hq 4080th SRW'0 

9. Rept, "Aircraft Effectiveness, Deficiency and Abort Report," 
for B-5?C Aircraft for Month of Mta.y 1959, RCS: SAC-U15~ Prep 
b7 and on File in Repte & Analysis Section of the Deputy Comdr 
for Maintenance, Hq 4080th SRW 0 
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the total deficiencies, 145 were due to materiel reasons, six dmt 

to maintenance, two due to operations, and four due to other cau-

ses 0 The majority of the problems in the ECM system was due to re-

ceipt of erro~eous navigation data and material fa.ilures. To cor-

rect the ECM problems a continuing study was being conducted. The 

auto pilot system received 22 deficiency ratings and the majerity 

of them were contributed to the malfunctions of the ma.ch rate sen-

eor, which resulted in Unsatisfactory. Reports being submitted on 
10 

the ma.ch rate sensorso The RB-57D aircraft systems had 129 de-

ficiency ratings during the month of May, of which 11.2 were due 

to material reasone, eight due to maintenance and five due to other 

reasons. The majority of camera deficiencies were attributed to 

0-20 camera material failurff of thA data chamber lights and data 

~ef.lecting prisms 0 Trouble was also encountered in light leaka 

and static marks on the film which was believed to have been eau-

sed during rewind process. The rewind process wa.e necessary due 

to receipt of film on spools other than the type used in magazines 
11 

utilized by the 4080th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing. (C) 

10 0 Rept. "Aircraft Effeotivenoss, :Oeficiency and Abort Report," 
for RB'-57D aircraft for Month of April 1959, RCS: SAC-Ul5a 
Prep by and on File in Repts & Analysis Section of the Deputy 
Comdr for Maintenance, Hq 4080th SRW 0 

11. Rept, "Aircraft Effectiveness, Deficiency and Abort Report," 
for RB-57D aircraft for Month of May 1959, RCS: SAC-U15. 
Prep by and on File in Repts & Analysi~ Section of the Deput7 
Comdr for Maintenance ., Hq 4080th SRW. 
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SuuplY Suunort for MM-1,L Auto Pilot: The 4080th Strategic Re-

connaiseanoe Wing considered the supply supuort of the MM-4 auto 

pilot to be unsatisfactory 0 There were three Rb~57D aircraft oper­

ating with ma.rgj.na.l Rate Sensors which had been anticipated as Air-

craft Not Full~ Equipped (.A.NFE) since March 1959 without result. In 

addition, thi~ component bad design deficiencies and the 4080th bad 

submitted five Unsatisfactory Reports. Permission was requested to 

use a different Rate Sensor medel which was compatible with the 

MM-4 auto pilot system. The model the 4080th 'W&nted to use W'aa used 

in the KC-135 aircraft MC-1 auto pilot system but the request was 

denied on the basis that it wa.s to be ueed only on the MC-1 auto 

pilot sy!;item and that assets were not ave.Hable to support an addi-

tional requirement. The prime supply deuot and higher headqt'la.rters 

were appraised of the s:i.timtion in March 1959 and a.gain in April 

19590 Warner Robins Air Materiel Area (WRA.~.A) subsequently advised 

that the rate sensors were not available in their depot and authori-

zed shipping the reparables direct to the factory and fro~ the fac-

tory direct to the 4080th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing. The fac­

tory repair cycle required 60 days lead time, which with the insig-

nifacant number of spares available in Air Force channels further 

compounded the difficulty. Due to the critical supply status of the 

auto pilot syste~ the 4080th recommended that the epare assets be re­

evaluated and necessary spares be procured to satisfactorily maintain 
12 

thie equipment. (U) 

12. Rept, "Comdr's Remarks Part 1 of Afr Training Report" for 4025th 
SRS for Month of May 1959, RCS: 6-SAC-Tl2 0 Exhibit 57. 
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Bench maintenance capability of the MM-4 auto pilot was loat 

by the 4080th because of a shortage of a flight controller needed 

on the mock up, which W3.S a serious handicap and. was affecting the 

mission of the 40ROth. Pre-issue and base assets of this item wa.s 

zero and supply difficulty actiontl.ken in February 1959, revealed 

that the item would remain in critical status as only source of 

supply was repair and return from Lear Incorporated 0 Two units 

were received by the 4080th in March.and subsequently were repla-

ced for unserviceable installed items. The unreliability of thia 

controller resulted in seven Unsatisfactory Reports being submit-

ted by the 4080th with no known action having been taken. AsUs-

ta.nee in resolving the problem was requested from WR.A.MA, if only 
13 

to effect reduction in contractor repair time 0 (U) 

Suspected Deficiency on U-2Aircraft: Personnel of the 4080th 

Strategic Reconnaissance Wlng noticed a condition on a nwuber of 

U-2 aircraft which possibly is ~ommon to all U-2 aircraft but was 

regarded as suspected deficiency. The problem concerned aircraft 

oxygen filler valve inside the fuselage at biilkhead station 365 on 

the left hand side of the aircraft. As this bu-lk .. liead. had approxi-

mately four access cutouts in the immediate area. of the filler 

13. Msg, Comdr 4080th SRW to Comdr WRAMA, 4080 DM 5083D, 
6 April 1959. Exhibit 58e 
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valve, engine blow back occ-ured through these cutoute depositing 

smoky', oily substance on and around the filler valve. The oxygen 

line to the filler valve w-as under high pressure, and a leak devel-

oping at this point could he.ve proven very hazardous. The 4080th 
14 

suggested pblP'~ing the holes with a sealing compound. 0 (U) 

~i tv Control of Ox;vgen: Circumstances surrounding a U-2 

s.ircraft incident at Ramey Air Force Ba.se, Pu.erto Rico with Detach-

ment Three which resulted in a near, ac~id.ent, led to an investiga.-

~ion of the aviator breathing oxygen being furnished Ra.me~ Air 

Force Ba.so. lt was foUtlti that one bottle on the oxygen cart was 

below the dew point for military 1rpecif'icat1onsa Thia partieular 

28 

bottle was used to service two U-2 mission aircraft and on checking both 

aircraft systems the dew point was found to be -40 d.egreesp In Aug-

,~st 1958, the Director of Materiel. 4080th Strategic Reconnaissance 

Wing and the base supply officer at Ramey Air Force Base conferred 

on tlie subject of quality control of oxygen being furnishe·i to De-

ta.chment Three 0 It was agreed the manufacturer of oxygen for Ra.meY' 

Air Force Ease would be visited to insure that military specifiea-

tione were being met on aviators breathing oxygen and that procedures 

would be established to insure Detachment Three would be furnished 

oxygen from one lot to preclu~e the checking of each bottle for dew 

point. It was evident from thh incid.ent that quality control of 

oxyg.~n at Ramey was not being furnished as previously, also a Detach-

ment Commander of Detachment Three had rejected 48 bottles of oxygen 

14. Msg, Oomd~ 4080th SRW to Comdr AMC. DMM 5015D, J April 1959. 
Exhibit 59. 
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for mot meeting military speeifioa.tions. To remed~ oxygen problemo 

at Detachment Three, the 4080th sent ar1 oxygen technical represents.-

tive from Laughlin to :Ramey to a.asist the personnel involved in the 
15 

quality contrql of oxygena As a result of the visit to Ramey by the 

oxygen technical representative» the 4080th Strategic Reconnaissance 

Wing recommended that the aviator breathing oxygen being supplied 

by the SB.nta Maria Ga.s Company for use in the U-2 aircraft 11 be dis-

oontinu~d immed.iately0 Tbe Santa. Me,ria Ga.e Company had. no test 

equipment for checking the oxygen to see if· it met mill ta.ry s:peci-

fications, and the 4080th requested Second Air Force to obtain oxy-

g9n from Mobile Air Material Area (MOA..t'\iA) depot until such time that 

Ramey could guarantee breathing oxygen that met military specifica-
16 

tions 0 (S) 

Life Raft Unsa.thf'a.cto:ey ~eport: During a.n operation check of 

life rafts used with the S-5 parachutes worn by pilots for T-JJ and 

B-57 ty-pt) aircraft, the lanyard vis pull·ed. manually which inflated. 

the life raft. Upon in~lation the life raft and the pack buratD 

Two additional raft~ were checked with the same results. The cause 

was determined to be due to the end flapa on th& end side of the 

pack being sewed with number three cord nylon with three rows of 

stitches , ll.nd. the zipper wot separating. When inflated, the raft 

could not break the end flap stitches and separate the zipper before 

16.. Msg, Comi:l.r 4080th SRW to Comdr 2AJ'!\ DCM 921!1, 25 May 1959,, 
'Exhibit 61. 
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Unsatisfactory Capstan Motor: The 4080th Strategic Reconnais-

eance Wing consit5.ered the "13" unit capstan motor used in the SFERICS 

Systems 1 awl 111 to be completely unsathfacto:ry for sustained use .. 

The motor required the governor commutator and brushes to be cleaned 

and i nspected each 15 hours of operationo The governor was readily 

accessible by removing the cap from the motor. In addition. there 

was a second commutator and set of brushes located inside the motor 

case that supplied current to the armature 0 Because access to these 

parts required complete disassembly of the motor, the manufacturer 

recommended that they be replaced each 100 hours of operation and re-

turned to the factory for complete overhaul. Another reason the unit 

was considered unsatisfactory for sustained use was that dirty com-

mutators and worn brushes caused the motor to run too slow and gener-

a.ted excessive Radio-Frequency (R-F) noise o For example• this could 

have ha.de a sortie of seven hours d.ura.tion appear to be eight hours 

on the read out !:md time relation for. navigation data was lost. Al-

though this was a major problem in SFERICS Systems 1 and 111 end had 

been reported as unsatisfactory, the re~ults had been negativeo Qua.1-

ity maintenance was being performed on this unit- but in spite of the 

cleaning and inspection that wa.e done each 15 hours, nine failures 

out of 12 sortiP.s flown the firs t seven days of Vay was 0X9Arienceda 

It W1-1,S the opinion of the 4080th Strategic Recom:i iassance Wing that 

increased quality control during follow-on production and repair would 

not resolve this 9roblem, therefore, only through procurement of a new 
19 

and reliable type motor would the yroblem be eliminated ~ (S) 

190 Msg, 4080th SRW to 2AF, 4080 DCM 83E, 7 Ma.y- 19590 Exhibit 64. 
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Deterioration of Helmet Bladders at Detachment Five: Due to 

rapid deterioration of helmet bladders, the physiological support 

personnel wi.th Detachment Five at Jl:felson Air J!"orce Base, Alaska 

were required to make frequent changes of thi.s item. At usage per-

iods ranging from n:i.ne to 20 hours flying time, the silicone impreg-

nated synthetic rubber of the :face ring would become marked on its 

external surface with whiti~h discoloration and thinning in many 

areas a.long the line in which it was sand.wiched bet\teen the inner 

helmet frame ann the outer ring . This was not the usual form of 
...,. 

·'ietel'foration, observed at La.1Jghlin Air Force Base after about six 
20 

month's usage of a bladder, as the rubber would not tear through. (U) 

Since the only knoMl variable was the humidit;r and temperature 

of the work area where the llladders an.d helmets were stored between 

flights 9 extensive measm·ements were ma.de of this enviroment. ~1iese 

revealed temperature fluctuations between 42 and 82 degrees Faren-

heit, and relative humidities f.r~m 11.0 percent to 26 8 0 percent. It 

was assumed that the extreme dryness of the storage a.rea air p!'eci-

pitated an inv~_sible 'breakdown of the rubber, which was then changed 

in _flight into visible deterioration ~ the acti-on of ozone along 

the line of sandwiching. This line was the demarcation zone between 

the inner environment of the face ring and the outer environment of 

the face ring and blander, exposed partially to the dry, ozone-laden 

cockpit atmosphere. Further support of this theory was obtained 

when a helmet, standing in the storage area unused for about six 

weeks wi thou.t any visible evidence of change, was flown for nine hours 

200 History, Det #5 , 4080th SRW, April 1959. Exhibit )
9 
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and upon inspection revealed the most marked deterioration of a.ny 

of the helmet bladders 0 Full details, environmental measurement8 

and some condemned bladders were sent to the weapons system support 

center for further analysiso Pending discovery of a quality control 

defect. or improvement of the product, it was felt paramount to se-

le ct a. wor~ing area which gave a normal range of humii'U ty o In a 

coli climate, high relative humdity was preferred because of the 
21 

extremely low absolute moisture content of cold airo (U) 

Detachment Maintenance: During the month of April, maintenance 

personnel with Detachment Five accomplished two perfodic inspectiou 

on U-2 aircraft. One of these was accomplished in 32 hours and the 

other in 26 hours. After the inspections were completed, test 

flights of the aircraft produced only one minor discrepancy as a 

pilot write-~. On the first four "Toy Sol•iier;' sorti<fls flotm, 

equipme~ ma.lfu.i~ctions ca.used unsuccessful missions. The first two 

were caused by oil loss from th~ compressors due to rupture of the 

sight gauges and the next two were due to rupture of an inter-cooler 

line 0 The inter-cooler line ruptu~e was determined to have resulted 

from vibration and an extra bracket wa! 1nstall~d on the lihes 9 with 

no further trouble being e:xp~rienced. Considerable equipment bay 

pressurization loss was experienced and to prevent mhsion aborts for 

this reason, the aircraft were pressure-checked after the equipment 

installation before each mission. Considering tho ~mount of aircraft 
22 

hours flown in April, the discre9ancies were few and mostly minor. (S) 

---------·-------------·--·----------·~-----
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'1he matntenance section at Detachment Three complied with six 

serv:i.ce bulletins d.uring April , and conrpletad one periodic lnspec-
23 

tion . During May, three periodic inspections were performed with 

one a i rcra.:f't requiring an engine change, which required five days 

for the change and inspection . Three days were required on the 

other two aircraft with the test hops completed . Generator prob-

lems were experienced on one of the aircraft, which resulted in 

five generators 'be5.ng used ancl found . . to be unsatisfactory. It was 

determined that wrong type brushes were installad which caused the 

genera tor to fail or burn out after a short period of time. All 

the generators were sent back to WR.AMA. for repairs. The !Il8.inte-

nance section also discovered. four bad voltage regulators which 
24 

were also returned to WRAMA. for repair. (S) 

Maintenance at Detachment Four progressed as required to su9-
25 26 

port t he mission during the month of April and May 1959. Three 

missions were unsuccess:ru.1. duri~ May due to trouble with the P-2 

Plat~orm . One of the missions was unsuccessful due to an air sol-

enoid valve malfunction, and another was unsuccassful due to faHure 

of the eletrical field in the Alternating Ou:rre-nt (A/C) motor ., On 

one low attitude mission the P- 2 Platform did not operate. The A/C 

generator light would come on when the platform was t urned on. The 

A/C generator, the A/C motor and the rootes blower were changed and 

the system worked satiefactorily on an operational check. On one 

23 . History , Det :fl:3, 4·080th SRW, April 1959. Exhibit 5. 
24. History, Det f4 , 4080th SRW, April 19590 Exhibit 6 0 

25 ., History, Det #4, 4080th SRW, April 1959. Exhibit 6 0 

26. Hi.story, Det #4, 4080th SRW, May 19590 Exhibit 8. 
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mission 9 the Armed :E'orces of Atomic Testing (AFO.AT) Uose d.id not 

function and. resulted in the ·pressure regulator, the pressure 
27 

switch, exhaust dum_9 valve, antl thA forward seal being changed. (C) 

A fo'l"eign, object entering the engine section resulted in an 

engine change on one of the U-2 aircraft. A periodic inspection 

was a.ccom91ished and t'ha a.irc!'Li.:t't was successfully test flown. On 

two of the aircraft, the Mark- 2 type hand controls were removed and 

re·placea. with Ma.rk- 3 controls, and .with the departure of one of the 
,-

aircraft from Ezeiza Airport to I.a:ughlin Air Force Base, three 

maintenance crews ~~re no longer required and one maintenance crew 
28 

was returned to Laughlin on the May rota ti ona.1 a:J. rcra:ft . ( C) 

27. Ibid. 
28. Ibid. 
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Fl;ring Tine : I!luring the nonth of April 1959, aircraft at 

Laughlin Air Force Base lew a total o 2,183 :00 hours . Cf this 

total, 1,022 :00 hours were flown b:r tactical tyre aircraft 

assigned to the 4080th Strate13ic Ii:econnaissance -.Ting and the 

remaininf l ,ltl :OO hours ·dere flm,m h;r support t;:tpe aircraft 
1 

assigned to the 4080th Air Base Group . This flying time did not 

include 95 :00 ho rrs of Rn- 57D- 2 aircraft .Ll:rj_ng tir:.c flown by 
2 

Detachment Seven on operation "Border Tovmn, 160 :00 hours of u- 2 
3 

aircraft flyinc; t:Cne by Detachment Three on project "Crow Flight'] , 

111 :00 hours of U- 2 aircraft time fl01vn by Detachment Four on 
4 

project "Crow Fli.c;ht 11 , and 185 :00 hours of U- 2 aircraft time flown 

36 

5 
b:r Detachment Five on operation °Fcrti.me Finder" and To:' Soldier IIP1 • (S) 

The flying time b~' type ircraft for the month of April was 

1. !'.ept, nn.eport of Aircraft Status and Purpose .9f Fli 0 ht:,n, H.C;J : 
l - AF- i1.l , 30 April 1959 . Prep b:- and on File in Stat Svcs Section 
of the Base Comptroller, . Hq 4080th .M.BGp . 

2 . Rept , 11Ccmdr t s Renarks Part of Air Trainin,s Re~rt11 for 4025th 
SES for Eonths of 1 Januar:,- 1959 thru JO April 1959, RCS : 
6- SAC- Tl2 . Exhibit 56 . 

3 . History , Det }3, 4080th SR.I, April 1959 . Exhibit 5. 
4 . History , Det (4, 4080th SR~; , April 19::>9 , Exhibit 6. 
5. History, Det ;;· 5, 4080th SR~.! , April 1959 . Ex:hi it 3 . 
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6 
as follows : (U) 

TYPE ACFT POSSESSED HES FLO:JN TYPE ACFT POSSESSED HRS FLGJN 

TB- 57C 3 195 :OO T- 33A lL,. 792 :00 

RE- 57D 9 263 :00 C- 51,G l 49 :00 

RB- 57D- l 1 26 :00 c-123~· 2 173 :00 

HB- 57D- 2 6 124 :00 '- 3'. 2 109 :00 

U- 2 17 L114 :00 H7l 9t\ 1 20 :00 

H- 19B l 18 :CO 

Aircraft at Iauehlin Air Fcrce Base .cle~·l a total of 1,872 :00 

ho rs durinr:; the no nth of I<B.~y . C'f this total, 859 :00 hours were 

lm·m by tactical t:.r JC aircraft assi:;ned to the 4080th Strategic 

neccnnaissance Hing while the remaining 1 , 013 : OO hours were flo-vm 

by support t:;pe 2.ircraft assigned to the 4080th Combat 3 1 pport 
7 

Group . This flyin.; ti.r;:e diC. not include 145 :00 hcurs of U- 2 

aircraft fl:rin[; ti:-1e flovm b~- Detachment Three on project 11Cro1:1 
8 

Flightn , 150 :00 hours cf U- 2 aircraft tine flmm b;· Detachment 
Q 
/ 

Four on project -:-:-crow Flight11 , and 2) :66 hours of U- 2 aircr.:i.ft 

time flmm b;' Detachnent Five on pro · ect ttfortu.ne-Finder11 and 

6. Re pt , t:Report of Aircraft Stat us and fu.rpo se of Flight tt , TlCS : 
1- AF- Al , 30 ~pril 1959 . Prep by and on ?ile in Stat 0vcs 
Section of the Ease Comptroller, Hq 4080th .'.~BGp . 

7 . Rept , "Report of Aircraft Status and Purpose of Flight 11 , ECS : 
1- AF- Al , 31 E3.y 1959 . Prep by and on File in Stat Svcs 
Section of the Base Comptroller , !Iq 4080th CSGp . 

8 . Histor;:;-, Det ~'3 , 4030th SRJ , Fa:r 1959 . Zxhibi t 7 . 
9 . History, Det 1;'Lp , Le08Cth S:?..1!, IJ.3.~T 1959 . E:xllibit 8 . 
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10 
"Toy Soldier Inn . (S) 

The fl;~:ring time b;;.r type aircraft for the month of iiay 1959 
11 

was as foll ows : (U) 

TYPE ACFT POSSESSED HRS FLCJ.vN T~{PE ACFT PCSS.£~'3SED HRS FLO.IN 

Tl3- 57C 
,., 

176 :00 T-33~\ 14 694 :00 .) 

RB- 57D 9 101 :00 C- 54G 1 89 :00 

RB- 57D- l 1 5:00 C- 123B 2 144:00 

RD- 57D- 2 c 110 :00 U- 3_:, 2 % :00 

U- 2 19 !+67 :00 H- 19A 1 19 :00 

I'- 193 1 16 :00 

f\.ir Refuelin0 ;_ Durini; the nonth of \pril the 4080th Strate2:ic 

Reconnaissance .iinr; required 30 air refuelincs for the B- ~·7 t:rpe 

aircra t assigned to the 4025th Stratecic Leconnaissance Squadron . 

The 376th ,\.ir Ref1 elin.:; Squadron scheduled 27 air refuelings and 

the 340th ,\ir Refueling Squadron scheduled three . Of the 30 air 

refuelings scheduled , 16 were effective with an additional three 

air r efuelings accomplished with the 4397th Air Refueling Squadron 

which were not scheduled . Cf the non- effective air refuelinr:s , 12 

were due to tar1ker aborts , five ·were tanker air aborts and seven 

wer e tanker cancellations due to maintenance . The other two non-

10 . Hept , "Comdr's Hemarks Part of Air Training Reporttt for 4028th 
SR1.IS for Nonth of Hay 1959, RCS : 7-~·rn.C-Tl2 . EYJi.ibit 55 . 

11. Rept , "Report of Aircraft Status and Purpose of Flight , 1 RCS : 
1-AF- .:;.1 , 31 Lay 1959 . Prep b:" and on File in Stat Svcs Section 
0£' the 3ase Comptroller , Hq 40S0th CSGp . 
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effective air refuelings vJere receiver. aircraft aborts, one an 

air abort due to the loss of cabin pressurization and one a 
12 

ground abort due to engine over tcrrrnerature . (C) 

During Hay the 4080th Strate~ic Reconnaissance ~'ling required 

and scheduled 10 air refuelings with the JOlst Air Hefueling Squadron , 

of which only two air refuelings were effective . Of the eight 

non- effective air refuelings, two -lN-ere tanker ground aborts due 

to mai ntenance a'nd one a tanker air abort ci.ue to maintenance . Of 

the other five, three Here receiver ground aborts due to maintenance 
13 

and tvw were receiver air aborts due to maintenance . ( C) 

!hr Refueling support for the 4080th Strategic Reconnaissance 

1.'iing was considered unsatisfactory due to the high nlL11ber of 

scheduled air refuelings being lost, which resulted in the air 

refueling effectiveness for the training period L JanuaI"J 1959 

thru 30 April 1959 as being only 47 . 0 percent . The losses for 

the trainint; period were chargeable as follows : 34 . 2 percent tanker 

cancellations or aborts ; 6 . 0 percent receiver cancellations or 

aborts ; 3.4 percent higher headquarters cancellations ; 9 . 4 per-

cent weather losses . The tanker abort cancellation rate for 

January was 20 . O percent, February LrO . O percent, Earch 45 .O per-

cent, and April L1.0 . 0 percent . This high rate of tc;,nker cancellations 

12 . Rept, 1tAir Refueling Reportn for 4025th SHS for Eon th c: ;1.pril 
1959, ECS : 6- SAC- 'Il2 . F~-ei.11.ibi t 'c:; 

U,,; • 

13 $ Rept, it Air Eefueling :P.eoort0 for 1+025th ,·inc" 
; .. )_ i,.J 

..eo,..,..,-r 

.LV~ Eonth of Iia.~' 

1959, RCS : 6- SAC- Tl2 . Exhibit 6f, 
U o 

SECRET 

39 



SECRET 

and aborts continued tc penal ize the 4080th in it's t r aining 
l L, 

accomplishments • ( C ) 

Celestial NavL;ation Training : During the training period l 

Januar;',T 19:;,9 thru 30 April 19;9, celestial navigation usinc the 

AIT/ AVl'J- 1 Sextant Has not scored because the equipment was under-

going operational tests and celestial procedures and techniques 

were being devised . During the perfod a total of 74 night , day , 

and grid celestial legs were flown tc train crews and dcvelope 
15 

techniques . On 30 :~pril 1959 , the 4080th notified Second ,\ir 

Force that the testin8 of the AN/AVfI- 1 Sextant had established its 

reliabili t:r as an operational s:rstem and the availability of this 

equipment was sufficient to support celestial t r ainins fo r suffix: 

11Charlie11 crews assicned to the 4020t.h . Concurrence was requested 

from Second Air Force to include cele tial navigation training as 

acti vit,2' requirements for suffix "Charlie11 c r ews con'llencing 1 La:r 
16 

1959 . (C) 

ECH Nissions : During the month of April , 21 ECI·~ 320 SAFE 

missions were scheduled v.Iith 20 becoming airborne~ Of the 20 

EC~:;: nissions airbor ne, 10 sorties were unsatisfactorz- due to 

nalfu...11ctions of the ECL equip,11ent, t•.vo \;ere air a':Jorts due to 

aircraft malfunction and one returned earl;;T d e to a tanker aircraft 

14. Rept , ncondr t s Rer;i.ar ks Part of AL Training Reporc,tt fer 4025th 
SHS for I·Ionths of January 1959 thru April 1959 , RCS : 6- SAC- Tl2 . 
Exhibit 5~ .• 
Ibid . 
Esg, Ccndr 4080th SffJ to Condr 2A? , DCTR 5789D, 30 Arril 1959 . 
EYJ1ibit 67 . 
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Abort . This left onl:- seven successful sorties airborne . In 

£.1a:- , 28 ECL raissions were scheduled with 20 becoming airborne . 
J.-0 

Cf the,,Jel sorties airborne, six were unsuccessful for r;1al-

~ 

functions net associtated with the :zc:1 eouir» ent . Six were 
i' ~ -

unsuccess ul due to malfunctions of the 320 SAFB S:·stem, and 

two were unsuccessful C.ue to malfunctions of ether :cc;,_ equip-
18 

1,tent . This left onl:- siz EC1: sorties flo~m successfullzr . n (:3) 

~Jeather Eec'onnaissance l~ssions : Four weather recom1aissance 

Tiissions were scheduled to be flown on project HBit:; ::ickor: 11 durin:;; 

;,p il with two missions flmm successfull;r . Cne of the missions 

was cancelled for aircraft maintenance -vroblems and one was an 

air abort . Four sorties were also scheduled for project 11Little 

Hickoryn with three sorties flown successfuJ_lJr and one cancelled 

c_ue to 1veather . Ho sir;nificant probler1 areas developed during the 
l S' 

accom_:--.lish.rnent cf th se r:issions . In IIa:r, four weather reconnaissance 

sorties were scheduled for project tr~iic Hickor;-7 r ~Tith three flo>-m 

successf 13r . The one non- successful sortie was cancelled due to 

Heather . Pour sorties were also scheduled for project nLittle 

Hickor:-11 and all four flo-.,m successfullz' . Cnce a.cs<:i.in no si5nificant 

17 . Rept, nco:--1cirt s Remarks rart cf 1.tir rr rain::i.ng :'.'.enc t" for Li.02:'./ch 
SES for IIcnths 1Janu.ar:r 1959 thru 30 f\.pr i l 195S', Tl.CS : 6-.::;;~C-Tl2 . 
SYJiibit 5() . 

18 . Rept, "Comdr's Remar ks Fart cf Air Traininr; He:Jcrttr for 4025th 
SED for Ho nth of l.!ay 1959, PCS : / - SAC- Tl2 . K'<l1ibi t 57 . 

19 . Rept, 11comdr ' s Eemrks Part of hr Training Reportn nor 4028th 
SR!S or Eonths of l ~anuary 1959 thru 30 April 1959 , RC;) : 
7- SAC- T- 12 . 3""<.hibi t 68 . 
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problem areas developed during the accomplishment of these 
20 

missions . (C) 

Detachment Three Onerations : C:perations at Det0,chnent Three 

during the r:ionth of .l.pril consisted of flyins; scheduled weather 

sampling missions out of Ra.i"TI.e~r Air Force Base and deploying the 

U- 2 aircraft to Plattsbure;h Air Force Base , E°ff,v York to accomplish 

weather sampling missions, and cr.edepl oying the U- 2 aircraft back 

to H.::1.me:r . '.·Thile deployed to Plattsburgh, the detachment pilots 

al so flew instruL.1ent check rides in a T- 33 aircraft . Fl:'in.s at 

Detachment Three a:raou.,"1ted to a total of 23 sorties for 160 : 00 

hours cf flying tine . Of the 23 sorties flown, 20 were sc.npling 
21 

rrij_ssions, b:rc ~·rere ferr:· flic:hts and one was il test flight . Oper-

ations during the :nonth of IIa2T also included deplo~ring the [ - 2 

aircraft the Plattsburgh to accomplish weather sar;1pling missions 

and redcplo:Ting back to Hame:' . Detachment Three f l ew 26 sorties 

during 12:' with 18 special sorties, four ferr:· flights and four 

test fli[;ht s for a total of 11+5 :3 5 hours fl:rin:~ time . 1 '.m·revcr, 

all the sorties were :::.ot fl01·m as scheduled cue tQ r;:ission aborts, 

late take- offs and :raission cancellations . One mission was aborted 

due to hydraulic failure , and one aborted because of pressurization 

failure . On 1 2 Ma~' one of the pilots aborted =._nto Kindley Air Force 

Base , Bernuda after ez:periencing h:,poxia . ;1.nother mission was 

20 . Re pt , 11Condr t s Remarks Par t of Air Training Pel)Ort11 for l1D28th 
SHWS fo r l:onth of Ea~r 1959, RCS : 7- SAC- Tl2 . Exhibit 55 . 

21 . Histor:r, Det i'.'3 , 4080th SE'll, April 1959 . EYJ1ibi t 5. 
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cancelled because of oxygen difficulties and another mission 

delayed 24 hours for oxygen. Still another .oission was not 

completely accomplished as there was an early turn around due to 

oxygen shortage which was ca.used by excessive ground time and la'c,e 

take- off due to Air Traffic Control (ATC) clearance . Another 
22 

mission vms cancelled due to adverse cross Hinds . (S) 

The Physiological Support secti?n at Hame~' installed a new 

quick release t:1pe snap on the seat kits and safety vrired all 

the connections . One of the pilots with the detaclrnent asked 

the personal equipnent persormel if the seat kit could possibly 

ride up over tha parachute following ejection from the aircraft 

(caused by wind blast) . This was sirrmlateC:. and found this could 

possibly have happened if the parachute and se'l.t '.:it Here not 

tight . .1 fix for this was tc run two straps up through the kit 
23 

and fasten them to the lee straps of the parachute . (U) 

Detachment Four Operations: Operations at Detachment Four 

sched 1led 20 sorties fer the month of April of vrhich 11~ were 

flown for a total of 110 :40 hours. Cf 14 A- Foil sorties flo-vm all 

were successful except tv.ro, one being 50 . 0 percent successful and 

one being completel~r unsuccessfu_l. Both of these were attributed 

to materiel failure of equip'Ilent . No ground aborts occurred 

during the month, however , one late take- off was caused by 

22 . History, Det :/3, 4080th SR! , IIay 1959 . Exhibit 7. 
23 . Ibid . 
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inclement weather . As of JO t\.pril 1959 , 13 ,300 s;allons of fuel 
24 

remained , enough for approximately five missions, however , this 

problem was elininated as the fuel began J.rriving at Buenos Aires 

on Li. f.:;ay 19'...8 . The total shipm.ent of drwns was unloaded and 
25 

available fer use on 8 Iby 1959 . (C) 

Some o the personnel at the detachm.ent were replaced b~ 

personnel from Laughlin Air Force Ba_se _during llay . Thirty- two 

airmen and two of icers '•Jere rotated and as of 31 T'.a:c the aut!-1-

orized strength for the detachment 1·ras 33 officers , 119 a=..rrr.en and 

two civilians . This was a reduction in authorized strength of 

two airraen· as the requirement for assi r,ned U- 2 aircraft 'Jas re-

duced from three to two, consequentl:' the maintenance crew was 

returned to th2 Zone of bterior (ZI) . The estimted date 

operations \·rould cease at Ezeiza Airport was released to the 

Arc;entine Press after beinz coordinated and approved with appro-
26 

priate Argentine and United States Governri.ent il.~encies . (C) 

Detachnent Five Operations : Durin.:::; the month of April , 

Det chment Five had a r:icre norrn.l schedule than previous . The 

personnel had a few da:'s rest and time to get the various sections 

more organized for efficient operation before the flying activities 

really be,c;an for the month . The fi rst sorties scheduled for 11Toy 

24 . 
25 . 
26. 

Hist or:", Det ;'.'4, 4080th SfU , April 1959 . Exhibit 
History , Det t4 , 4020th SR!, .l·'.a;>' 1959 . ::;;mibi t 8 . 
Ibid . 

/.. 
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Soldier II1'7 was 3 April 1959. The first four sorties flown 

were unsuccessful because of equipment failure in the ball 

sampler installation ~ The last 11Toy Soldier IIIH sorties was floi;m 

29 April 1959, which completed the required fifteen successful 

sorties . In addition t o the 11Toy Soldier III11 sorties flown 

during the month, three additional ncongo I-Iaidentr routes were 

approved . 'l\w of these routes vrnre flo;m and operationally were 

considered successful although one route was partially cloud 

covered . The remaining route was scheduled t1,d. ce but was can-

celled by higher headquarters presumably because of weather . In 

order to obtain two successful HCongo Naiclen11 sorties it was 

necessar;;' to schedule four sorties and 26 sorties were scheduled 

and 23 airborne in order to obtain 15 successful nToy Soldier III0 

27 
sorties . [!ith all the requirements ac co:r:iplished, Detachment Five 

redeployed to Laughlin Air Force Base with the U- 2 aircraft arriv-
28 

ing at Laughlin on U Hay 1959 . (S) 

Detachment Seven 0Derations : Three EB- 57D- 2 aircraft and 

four combat read:' crews together ·with a total of 115 personnel and 

approxi1nately 46 tons of sup::=ilies and equipnent 1vere deplo~·ed 

27 . History, Det /,'5, 4080th 3ff,J , ,~pril 1959 . Exhibit 3 . 
28 . l'Lsg, Comdr 4080th SR;J to CINCSAC, DCM.A 6119E, 15 May 1959 . 

Exhibit 69 . 
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from laughlin flir Force Base , Texas to Brize lfortcn Ro~ral Air 

Force Station in England . The Advon Personnel departed the home 

station on 16 January 1959 and arrived at the TDY site on 19 

January 1959 . The remainder of support aircraft arrived a few 

days subsequent with the last aircraft arriving on 26 January . The 

tactical aircra t and crews de9<3-rted lau,,hlin on 24 January and 

completed the deplo~ment non- stop, with one air refueling, with 

one aircraft rr.aking the trip in 12 :15 hours and the other two 

aircraft in 11 :JO hours . Cne of the aircraft experi.enced the 

loss of ox;ygen at the point of no return over the Atlantic ocean 

but managed to make land- fall b~, maintaining altitude within 
29 

the capability of the crew . (S) 

After arrival in the United Kingdom (PK) all crews were 

required b:r 7th Air Di vision to complete an orientation flight 

immediately after arrival at Brize Norton . These flights were 

planned to provide maximum opportunit3r for familiarization of 

communication facilities and procedures and Jet letdowns, at 

selected SAC Bases in the UK . In addition to the_orientation 

flights, 14 other flizhts weI'.e scheduled and accomplished, with 

11 of the flights successful . Ti·.ro missions 11ere cor.sid ered un-

satisfactory due to malfunction of the die:ital tape of the 320 

29 . Ltr , Hq 4080th SmI to Comdr 21\F, subj : nco1mnand er' s Final 
Mission Report/E- 27 /Operations Order 33- 59A, "Border 1'01,.,rn , 11 

DO , 17 April 1959 . EY11ibit 1. 
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SAFE System and one because o excessive fluctuation of signal 
30 

chara cterist ic s . (S) 

Weather presented a problem i n adhering to the pr ojected 

schedule as l ong periods of l ow ceilings and visibilit3· associated 

with fog and stratus type weather resulted in dela~rs cf some 

missions and r e- scheduling of others . During extended periods of 

this type weather , an additional problem resulted because the 

aircraft wer e grounded for excessive periods of time . It was 

found that the equipment continued to work better if the stand-

dow11 time did not exceed five days . -~ turn aro ·nd time of three 

to four days on each aircr aft was optimur:i and was considered 

good procedure on future deployments to fly each aircraft on a 

short operational check when the fl:ing schedule provided more 
31 

than five to seven days stand d01-m bebveen nissions . (:.:;) 

The reliabilit;' of the equipment of the RE- 57D- 2 weapons 

s;/stem during operation 11Border Tmmtt far exceeded past per-

form.a.nee . Each mission flown was carefully analyzed locall:r, within 

the ca}Bbilit:- of avail able facilities . It was fQ..und that logical 

information was obtained on approximatel~r 95 . O percent of all 

signals analyzed using a r;;a,nual read out of the cards produced from 

the 320 SAFE S;·stem ; whereas the automatic read out used by the 

5~-4th :2.econnaissance Technical ,)quadron would produce solutions on 

30 . Ibid . 
31. Ibj_d . 
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only apprm<imately 66 .0 percent of the anal:,-sis . The manual 

rredout required an officer and one airman approximately six 

hours . Considering the vast increase in solutions obtained using 

t,he manual procedure it appeared mandatory that at l east all 

missions , on which solutions were lost, be reduced :r:ianually in 
32 

order to secur e maximum results. (J) 

The crews 1·rere relieved from all training requirements for 

the t r ainint:s qua:rter bzT virtue of comrleting mere than (O days 

TDY . Cons . derable training '>BS 3.CCCr'., lished and the orerational 

requirements which were corr:.rleted provided such more diversified 

training than woul h.:ive been possible at the home station . 

noticeable increase in crew proficiency was a:'.-)parent with the 

com~letion of each mission and mission accom lishmert arms were 
,., 
J_ 

cor;,pleted and accurate traininr; records maintained . ( C) 

After the 14 scheduled missions were completed, ho:::.dquarters 

SAC and Second Air Force ~-!ere notified b:- 7th .;.;.ir Division that 

the detachment could be released im.mediatel
0

7 for re- deployment . 

The usual teJ.r dci;m , crating, and norma.l preparat~on for the a rrival 

of the fi r st support aircraft was initiated . However , 35 hours 

from the :::;cheduled departure of the first two support aircraft a 

del ay message 1-ras r eceived with inst:c·ucticns to maintain ca:pa-

bili ty . \prroaching so near re- depl oyment time before rece · ving 

32 . Ibid . 
33 . Ibid . 

SE. RE 



SECRET 

information cf an extension created r,1an;· additional probler.1_s as 

considerable time was required to regain the car,abili t;;.- existing 
34 

at the time preparation was begun for re- deplo;yment . The 

detach_ilent was releP.sed fer re-derlo~nnent the second time and the 

RB- 57D- 2 c.ircraft arrived back 

5 April 
3~ 

1959 . ( c \ 
~_; } 

L'3.u~hlj n /i.ir Force Dase on 

Justification for B- 57C Hircraft : There were three E- ~7C 

aircraft assigned to.-the 40S0th StratefiC E.econnaissance .:ing which 

were utilized for .iving initial check out flights to pilots 

prior to them flyin.rs the P..B- 57D- 2 aircraft and the RF- 57D- 2 comtat 

ready crevrn were required to receive all their instrument trainint:, 

instrnment practice, and standardization flights in the D- 57C . 'l'he 

EB- 57D- 2 ajrcraft was a twin engine single pilot aircraft and the 

B- ~7C vras the onl~· dual controlled aircraft whic could be sub-

stituted J.Or the primar:· mission 2.ircraft because of similar 

characteristics and. design . Due to the limj_ted number of RB- 57D- 2 

sorties available.• ke; staf personnel in the ~.080th Sera tegic 

Heconnaissance •.Jing received all their tactical fl:ring in the 

I 

E- 57C aircra.'.:'t . The ror.thl; operational requirements for the f - 57C 

s.ircraft Has 60 di versified traininc; scr:.j es add the Ltcnthl:T 

maintenance capabilit;'/ with the three f, - 57c aircra.ft assigned ':Ias 

31+ . Ibid • 
.3) . Es~, Condr 4060t.h SL! to C HJCS"C, DI<IJH :;06LfD, t> Aprj 1 19 59 . 

}:::xhibit 2 . 
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a'lprox.i!"latel;; 49 sorties, a l thou0 h the maintenance schedule for 

the sane aircraft 1·ras approx.inatel: l2 sorbes . ·}ith the three 

B- 57C aircm t assi;:i;ned the 4080th Strate3ic :f-{e connaissance 1Jing 

could conplete its assigned mission . However, if the maintenance 

capabilit:r and schedule was lowered or if the E- 57C aircra t inven-

tor~- was reduced, the RT1- 57D- 2 traininc o· t1e l.0.9'0th woulci have 
36 

required ccnplcte modification and/or reduction. (lJ) 

H<i.4o r f,ircraft Accident : Cn 15 lla~- 1959 , a Eationalist 

Chinese ,Ur Force Pilot Has acco:oplishin.c; his initj.c'.l check 

out ride in the l - 2 aircraft ':.rhen he was involved in Hhat Has 

consi dered a r.ia~cr 1.ircraft accj dent . Th2 rilot had comr:leted 

all gr ound Nork satisfactoril;, ,.,as current in the T- 33 aircraft , 

and had compl eted necessa r y flights in the U- 31. aircraft . ,en excellent 

flight b r iefing -!fas conducted t:r an Ins"uructor Pilot and eve?.'.':'thing 

was norLal durin.:::; rux1 ur and take- c:·r roll , until the aircraft 

reacheci apprcximatel:· ~·C !mots speecJ . ,\t approY.imatel~- ()C Lnots , 

the tail wheel came off the rumra~r , Hith t:-C.c :::;ilct holding fonrarc~ 

stick . As the sreed increased to 'JC knots the mog_ile control 

instructor told the Dilot to .come bacl: on the stick . .1.rparentl~ 

the pilot ailed to do this , for the J.ircraft becane air borne 

nomentaril~r and th on settled onto the ru..111-ra:: on the nose gear . The 

mobile control i nstr uctor had repeated his call to cone had: on 

Jt; . l1sg, Cor:1dr ~.CISOth ~:r.: to Comdr 2AF, DO'I' 519tD , 0 11.pril 19~9 . 
Exhibit 70 . 
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the stick , but the aircra £'t ro r _!:ioised ft er the initial to'..lch-

doun, and during the fOrpoise the lil.Obil e control instructor 

once again advised tho student pilot to come bacl- on the sticl: 

and called for added po·,;er . The student :r-ilot responded but not 

in t i me for the o.ircra.ft tc COD!lletc the por pcise and contact the 

;_;round hard . 'l'he u.ircraft c:as checked in :-he air for daJ'lage 
37 

and l a.nded Hi th out further incident . C;;) 

I nsDection'of the aircraft after l andinc. revealed extensive 

damace to bulJ.drnad and fusela,..·e sldn areas near i:t.nd a r o11nd both 

or ward and rear landin-: :i;ears . It Has considered as _:--ilot error 

as the a c ciC.ent couJ_d have been avoidec~ if the pj_lot haci fol1owed 

instructions .~i ven b, r tho mobile control c:;:'fj c er to ccrr.e back 

o::-i the stick dur in8 ·ci1c take off roll. (:_,) 

37 . l'isg , Coudr ~080th SIL to CIECS.-iC , 40S(Jff ~9E , 15:\;.D.:r19~9 . 
=:.xhibit 71 . 

38 . n-.id . 
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FM COMAF 2 BARKSDALE AFB LA SECRET SECRET 

TO COMSTRATJ:IBCONWG 4080 Ll\.UGHLIN AFB TEXAS/MAIL/ 

0900L/27FEB59 

272115 

SECRET FROM: DOD M-9- 5000. SUBJ: (Uncl) RB-57 Conference. 
Part i of 3 part . 
/SAC message DO 1742, Secret, 17 FEB 59, is quoted for your information . 

~uotea This message in 7 parts. Part 1. Reference your Secret message 

C M 9- 3409, Subj: Phase-Out of RB- 57Do Air craft, dtd 9 Feb 59 . Concur 

with your recommendation for conference to study entire package and make final 

recommendations. Part 2. Request your D/Plans and a maximum of four 

appropriately cleared persons from your hq and Iaughlin AFB visit this hq 

25 Mar 59 for the purpose of briefing.SAC staff on proposed 4025th SRS program. 
,, .-

Request your hq effect coordination with 4080th, 55th and COMWRAMA. as 

necessary to evaluate all aspects of problem. Part 3. Background for 

briefing preparation and discussion is as follows: A. Contingent upon 

results of Project "Pied Piper Gypsy," this hq will determine whether 

RB-57D-2 acft will be retained in SAC inventory or phased out . Termination 

of testing period is approximately 16 ~Jar 59 . SAC position will be for-

warded to you ASAP subsequent to 15 Var 59. Part 4. Planning factors which 

must be considered in the event 6f the RB-57D-2 acft are retained include : 

A. Concept of operations to provide rr~nning and equiµ~ent to support a 

Detachment of two (2) acft on overseas TDY on a continuous basis. B. 

Crew/acft ration which will provide TDY frequency of three months per 

eighteen months per combat crew. C. Squadr on staff manning capable of 

supporting detachment concept of operations. D. Retention of sufficient 

B-5'(C acft to meet transition and pilot standardization requirements. 

LT COL MERCHANT 

DOD/eda 22115 

SECRET 
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Part 5. Initial review of proposed movement of RB-57 acft to Forbes 

AFB indicates consideration must be given to t he following areas : (1) 

Spares and support equipment pr oblems relative to support of an additional 

weapons system at Forbes AFB . (2) PrograJruned missile activation, 

possible movement of 338th SRS (Weather) from Forbes and movement of a 

medium bomb wing to Forbes AFB. (3) Costly and excellent facilities 

recently justified and constFucted at Laughlin AFB . Areas indicated in 

Part V will be closely evaluated. Part 6. Pertinent guidance expected 
. . 

soonest from U$AF will be forwarded to you upon receipt. Part 7. The 

SAC D/Plans project officer for this program is Major B. P. Smith, DPLCZ , 

Extension 28164, this hq . Unquote . Part 2. Request 4080th prepare 

recommendations on Part 4 of SAC message for discussion with 2AF re-

presentatives on staff visit tentatively scheduled for Laughlin on 11 

March. Part 3. Request you evaluate reasons for and against move of D-2 

acft to Forbes and be prepared t o discuss in detail on 11 Mar during 2AF 

staff visit. 

W. P. CUMISKEY 
Major, USAF 

DOD/eda SECRET SECRET 2 of 2 



COHSTPJ\TRECON/IJG 4080 
Ll\UGHLIN AFB , TEXAS 

SECRET 21$8Z/18MAY59 

PRIORITY 

COMSTP..ATRECON:JG 4080 DET 3 HAMEY AFB , P . R. 

SECRET 

COMSTPJ\TF.ECONWG 4080 DET 4 EZEIZA AIRPORT , BUENOS AIRES , ARGENTINA 

INFO : COMA.F 2 BARKSDALE AFB , IJ\ 

SECF.ET/FROM DCO 65 E . DAYLIGHT . SUBJECT : (U) VOICE RECORDER 

FOR U- 2 AIRCB.AFT . REFERENCE SAC XECRET MESSAGE DOPIB.S 458 

AND 2AF HECRET Iv.iESS AGE , DODT M- 9- 11091 .. EFFECTIVE UPON RECEIPT OF 

T!IIS .MESSAGE , THE REQUL:l.EHENT TO MAINTAIN A VOICE RECORDING 

CAPABILITY IN THE U- 2 AIRCRAFT NC LONGER EXISTS . 

d . P. Cill.iJISKEY 
Major, USAF 

JOHN B. BOYNTON , LT COLONEL, USAF 

DCO SECRET l of 1 
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SECRET· 
FINAL MISSION REPORT FOR DETACHMENT 7 

l. Final mission report for Detachment _ Seven» 4080jh SRW 

Operations Order 33=59A9 Bordertownj Headquarters 9 4080\h Strategic . 
Reconnaissance Wingj Light» dated 19 Dec 58. 

2. Brief Narrativei 

Three RB-57D=2 aircraft and four combat ready crews together 

with a total of one hundred and fifteen personnel and approximately 

f orty=six tons of supplies and equipment were deployed from La~ghlin 

AFB» Texas to Brize Nortop. .RAF Station in England. The Advon Personnel 

'--- departed the home station on 16 January 1959 and arrived at the TDY 

site on 19 January 1959. The remainder of support aircraft arrived a 

few days subsequent with the last aircraft arrival on 26 January 1959. 

The t~ctical aircraft and crews departed the home station at OlOOZ 

24 January 1959 after a twenty four hour delay due toiweather. All 

three tactical aircraft comple~ed the deployment non=stop with two 

logging approximately eleven and one-half hours and the third twelve 

and one=quarter hours. The third aircraft lost all oxygen at the 

point of no return over the Atlantic ocean but managed to make land 

fall by maint~lning maximum altitude within the capability of the 

crew. This crew was required to fly at cabin altitudes of fifteen 

to eighteen thousand feet i n order to have sufficient fuel to reach 

land . A strip alert tanker was launched from Upper Heyford by 7th 

Air Division and a reridezvous and a second Air Refueling was accom= 

lished at Lands End which enabled the crew to proceed to Brize Norton 

for landing. An Operational Hazard report dated JO January 1959 was 

prepared and forwarded covering this incident in detail. Two air 

SECRET S-59=1922 
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refuelings wer~ scheduled on the deployment, however9 the first one 

was cancelled due to weather. At the second _air refueling two receivers 

took on more than 15~000 pounds of fuel each and were required to share 

the spare tanker in order to fill their tanks. At least 20 9 000 pounds 

of fuel should be available from each tanker to preclude the necessity 

for using a spare tanker. (S) 

3. Personnel and Administrationg 

a. Personnelg One hundred and fifteen 4080th SRW Per~onnel 

and three support personnel . from WRAMA were deployed on Project Border 

'--- Town. Personnel consisted of nineteen officers~ eighty eight airmen 

and eleven civilians. Personnel were selected and notified more than 

thirty days prior to deployment except for one or two isolated cases. 

Individuals receiving less than thirty days notice were carefully 

counselled to insure that no personal hardship would be incurred. 

Eight 4080th SRW Airmen personnel and two ci vil~.ahs from WRAMA were 
' 

returned early because of no further requirement for their services 

at TDY location. Because of the high priority placed upon the success= 

ful completion of the mission the Detachment was heavily manned to pre= 

elude any possibility of failure due to a lack of qualified pe:FSOfineJ.... 

The manning of future Det achments with similar requirements can be re-

duced approximately fifty percent without sacrificing the capability of 

the unit. Tnere were no personnel problems throughout th~ period of 

the TDYo (C) 

b. Administrationg The administrative work load was muph 
I 

heavier than expected. Approximately seven hundred incoming or 

outgoing messages were processed. A high percentage of these messages 

Sf CE S-59~1922 
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were classified requizJng careful logging and filing as required of all 

classified matter. Ther e were also numerous reportsp and routine corres= 

pondence that created a relatively heavy administrative workload. (C;) 

4. Operations and Trai ningg 

All crews were required» by ?th Air Division» ' to complete an 

orientation flight immediately after arrival at Brize Norton RAF 

Stati<Jn. These flights were planned to provide maximum opportunity 

for faJaj.liarization of communication facilities and procedures and 

Jet le~downs, at selected SAC Bases in the United Kingdom. The orien= 

'- _ tat±~n missions» as well as operational checks of equipment, and test 

hops 9 were conducted under the provisions of Operations . Order Half= 

Breed9 Headquarters~ ?th Air Division~ dated 27 January 1959. After 

all crews had completed an orientation flight a written critique was 

prepared and forwarded to 7th Air Division. (C) 

Fourteen o~her flights were scheduled and accomplished unaer 

Frag Order, dated Jl Dec 58 Pied ,Piper ,Gypsy to Operations Order 

60=59 9 dated 26 May 195~. (S) 

Weather presented a problem i n adher ing to the projected 

schedule.. Long periods of low ceilings and visibility associated with 

fog and stratus type weather resulted in delays of some missions and 

re-scheduling of other s. During extended periods of this type weather, 

a.n_addit,ional problem result ed becaused t he air craft were grounded 

for· exc-essi ve i:e riods of t i meo It was found that the equipment con= 

tinued .~o work b~~ter if the stand=down time did not exceed five days. 

A turn around time of three t o four days on each aircraft is optimum 

and it is Odnsidered good procedur e on f uture deployments to fly each 

SECRET 
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aircraft on a short -operational check when the flying schedule provides more 

than five to seveq days stand down between missions. (S) 

The following recap indicates the mission results based upon accomplish-

ments obtained using nanual ground data reduction: 

Number of Missions Scheduledz 14 

Nwnber of Missions flowng 14 

GrQund Abortsg 0 

Air Aborts (1 late T.O~) 3 (1 partially satisfactory) 

Late Take Offs 1 

Number Succesful Missions g 11 

Number Unsuccessful :tv'ri.ssions g 3 

Two missions were considered unsatisfactory due to a malfunction of the 

digital tape •of the .320 SAFE System and one because of excessive fluctuation 

of sigt:ial characteristics. The missions considered unsuccesful provided con-

siderable information from the API)..o4 and the KD-2 camera. (0) 

The reliability of the equipment of the D-2 weapons system during the 

deployment period by f a.r exceeded past performance. Each mission floym was 

carefully analyzed locally9 within the capability of available facilities. 

It was found that logical information was obtained on approximately ninety= 

five percent of al l signals analyzed using a manual read out of the cards pro= 

duced from the 320 SAFE System; whereas the automatic readout used by the 
I 

544th RTS will produce solutions on only approximately sixty=six. percent of 

the analysis. The manual readout requires an officer and one airman approx-

imately six hourso Considering the vast increase in solutions obtained 

using the manual procedure it appears mandatory that at least all missions 9 

on which solutions are lost, be reduced manually in order to secure maximum 

results. (S) SECRET 
4 



SECRET 
The 0~20 filn1 was carefully replotted to determine navigation accuracy. 

On mission number two 9 one target return was misidentified which caused a 

forty=five mile navigation error. Prior to the first two missions 9 scope 

photography was not available in sufficient time to provide adequate study 

_of the routes flown. On all subsequent flights available filnl was utilized 

to provide intensive study which produced accurate navigation tracks with 

prec:j.sion resets of the ASN=6 ground position indicator.. The average flight 

line deviation was approxi111ately five miles from planned track. (S) 

In some areas 9 extremely heavy concentrations of electronic signals~ 

~thin certain frequency ranges 9 presents a problem in signal separation for 

accurate analysis. It is-mandatory that each signal be isolated and analysed 
I 

separately in order to produce accurate results. When more than one signal 

is analyzed simultaneosly9 erroneous characteristics will be reflected and 

an inaccurate solution will result. The six MC band pass filter presently 

installed to help alleviate this problem requires further improvement in 

order to eliminate it . (S) 

The crews were relieved from all training requirements for the quarter 

by virtue of completing more than sixty days TDY.. Considerable training was 

accomplished and the operational requirements which were completed provi ded. 

much more diversified training than would have been possible at the home sta-

tion. A noticeable increase in crew proficie:qcy was apparent with the com-

pletion of each mission. Mission accomplishment forms were completed and 

accurate records training records were maintained. (C) 

After the fourteen scheduled missions were completed ~ 7th Air Division 

informed SAC Headquarters and Second AF Headquarters that the Detachment could 

be released imµiediately for re-deployment. The usual tear do~n 3 creatingj and 

5 

SECRET 



SECRET 
Normal preparatio,n for the arrival of the first support aircraft was 

initiated. Thirty-five hours from the scheduled departure of the first 

two support aircraft a delay message was received with instructions to 

maintain capability. Approaching so near re=deployme:nt time before re= 

ceiving information ~f an extension create ~ many additional problems. 

It then takes considerable tLme to regain the capability eY.isting at the 

time pareparation was begun for re=deploym~nt. (C) 

5. Logisticsg 

(a) Maintenanceg 

Maintenance throughout the TDY period was excellent. The 

various systems of the aircraft performed with a much higher per~entage 

of reliability than during any equivalent period of time in the history 

of the aircraft. An evaluation of the equipment and the percentage of 

reliability is estimated ,as ,:f-:0llows g, {S) 

APN 107 100$) 

,320 SAFE 80% 93% Excluding tape malfunctions 

APR 9 93% 

APR 14 100% 

APA 69 93% 

APA 74 100% 

APD 4 90% 

KD 2 97% 

0=20 98% 

System III 100% 

Auto= Pilot 86.% 

APG 93% 

6 
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Th~ basis for 'determining equipment reliability was mission 

completiOll. (S) 

Although the RB=57D2 Weapons System showed remarkable im= 

provement in reliability there are some areas that should be considered 

for further improvement. There are modifications particularly in the 

320 SAFE System and the allied GFE equipment which appear feasible and 

desireable. A study will be made and reconunended changes will be sub= 

mitted at a later date. (S) 

In so far ~s possible maintenance technicians were assigned 

to one aircraft and their entire efforts were devoted to their particular 

equipment on the aircraft to which they were assigned. This resulted in 

becoming more familiar with the characteristics and peculiarities of the 

equipment on t~ir aircraft. This developed a spirit of team work which 

assisted in making every scheduled take=off an event and undoubtedly was 

a contributing factor in the improvement in equipment reliability. This 

type of maintenance is considered particularly effective on this weapons 

system during TDY periods and is woI'f?'!V of consideratioz:! at the home 

station in so far as these procedures can be employed. COMMENT #1. 

Weather during the TDY period provided considerable precipitation» fog~ 

and high humidity. All three aircraft were hangared at all times ex= 

cept for the period approximately three hours prior to flight until one 

hour after landing. This procedure was very effective in eliminating 

possible malfunctions of electronic equipment ca~\3,ed by excessive mois= 

ture and also provided the most ideal conditions for performing main= 

tenancej pre-flight and for the security guards. The most serious main= 

tenance problem resulted from a series of tape transport malfunctions in 

7 
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the 320 SAFE System. Two malfunctions occurred during airborne flight 

and during a very thorough check of all tape decks~ three more mal= 

functioning units were discovered in the shopo These malfunctions re=. 

sulted from two different causes. The tension of the drive capstan 

was found to be out of adjustment and screws which attach the fasteners 

to the lid occasionally caused bindingo i . The tension on the drive caps~ 

tans were adjusted and the screws were reversed so that the screw heads 

would be in the inside of the lid which prevents any possibiXity of 

binding from this cause • . ~ (S) 

(b) SUPPLYg 

Supply support was outstanding during the entire TDY 

period. There were no AQCP and practically no ANFEs. The depot sup-

port provided by 'WRAMA was excellent and the WRAMA representative~ at 

the TDY site with the Detachment 9 provided valuable assist ance in co-

ordinating with the depot and in assisting in monitoring supply re= 

quirements. Re~supply provided through reflex aircraft was inv~uuable, 

particularly on criti cal item.so The Reflex deliveries averaged six 

days from requisition and routine deliveries through .normal supply 

channels averaged eleven days. Some Reflex deliveries were received 

within three d ayso (C_) 

The Fly=a=way Kit proved to be adequate but can be im= 

proved by further screening and by applying the knowledge gained from 

its use during the TDY. Consumption data has been recorded and will be 

used to recommend improvements. The Fly=a=way Kit used was a RB=57bo 

kit with a D2 prod pack. In the future all items common only to the 

g 
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RB=51Do and D=l will be deleted from the kit in order to reduce air= 

lift requirements., (U) 

(c) Transportation and Mobilityg 

The MATS support provided on the deployment was not near= 

ly as good as on the re=deploymento There w~~ an excessive amount of 

off =loading enroute which increases the possibility of damage or loss 

of equipment and also increases the time ~uroute.. The Advon was pick= 

ed up by a C""l24 that was known to be incapable" of ma.king the entire 

trip which resulted ~n a ten hour de+ay at Donaldson AFBo other sup= 
. ' 

port aircraft experienced unne~essary delays on the deplo;;rnento The 

re=deployment was well =planned and was completed in a very efficient 

manner. The unit mobility plan appears to be sati-efactory based upon 

the experience of this TDY. (C) 

(d) Base Facilitiesg 

' The Base Facilities at the TDY site were completely ade= 

quate and the Base support received was outstandingo The hangerD A&E 

shops and Operations building were weli=adapted to Detachment 7 re= 

quirements. All other requirements were adequately provided by the 

3920th Combat Support Groupo (U) 

6. Intellig~nceg 

The Border Town Operations Order was not specific as to the 

intelligence requirements 9 therefore an air intelligence officer and 

a photo radar intelligen~e officer were included in the manning. It 

was found that considerable activity was experienced in both areas 

and these skills were well utilized on the deployment with one of 

.the officers performing additional duty as Administrative Officer. 

9 
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Deployments of this type serve as an excellent means of providing 

realistics retraining and familiarization in intelligence functi9nso (C) 

?. Securityg 

The classification of the deployment coupled with the sensitive 

nature of the overall operation required that very tight security be 

maintainedo All personnel were thoroughly indoctrinated con~erning 

securityo The fact that the a .ircraft were hangered most of the time 

seemed to arouse a little unwarranted suspicion» on the other hand» hav= 

ing the aircraft inside the hanger enabled the security guards to per= , .~ 

form a more effecti1ye job of providing securityo (U) 

RECOMMANDATIONSg 

lo That the deployment and re=deployment legs flown by the .tact= 

icat aircraft be restricted to approximately eight to nine hourso (U) 

2. Each tanker be required to carry a minimum of twenty thousand 

pounds of fuel to eliminate necessity of utilizing more than one tanker 

per receiver during air refuelingo (U) 

3e That air support planning be accomplished to eliminate neces= 

sity for off loading large quantities of equipment enrouteo (U) 

4o That consideration be given to further improvement of the 

320 SAFE System» particularly on minor modifications. (C) 

5. That manual data reduction be used to reduce data from the 
1 

320 SAFE in ~r to provide a maximum number of accurate analysis. (C) 

6. --That radar scope photography be provided» if available» in 

sufficient time to allow adequate study prior to the first sortie. (C) 

7 o, That the prime depot a.gain provide a supply liaison repr~= 

sentative on future deploymentso (U) 

CONFIDENTW. S=59=1922 

10 



,_ 

CONADENTIAL 
8. That REFLEX flights again be utilized on future deployments 

to provide fast re=supply particularly on critical items and antic= 

ipated AOCPs and ANFEs. (U) 

9. That an improved Fly=a=way Kit listing be sµbmitted b~ this 

Headquarters and acted upon by WR.AMA. (U) 

10. That --"inaximum notice be given the Detachment~ in event it 

becomes necessary to extend the TDY period» so that a higher capa= 

bility can be maint~ined until the deployment is terminatedo (C) 

11. That D2 aircraft be hangered on tuture deployments if space 
' .. 

is available» particularly during extremely damp weather. (U) 

CONADENlW. 
1l 



19002/6 APR59 UNCLASSIFIED 

PRIORITY 

COMSTRATRECO:NVJG 4080 LAUGHLIN AFB TEX 

CINCSAC OFFUTT AFB NEBR 

INFO C!llMAF 2 BARKSDALE AFB LA 

UNCLAS/FROM DMivffi 5064 D. DAYLIGHT . FOR m14F AT SAC AND DM4E AT 

2 AF . SUBJECT : RETURN OF RB- 57D- 2 AIRCRAFT . THE FOLLON"ING LISTED 

AIRCRAFT , TIME AND DATE LISTED , RETURNED FROM DETACHMENT ) • 

53-3964A 

53- 3965A 

53- 3968A 

A TRUE COPY : 

~94 
vf . P. CUMISKEY 
Major, USAF 

• 

1624 HOURS CST 

1624 HOURS CST 

1624 HOURS CST 

JAl·lES F . FAGAN, CAPT ., USAF 

DMMR 8228 

5 PRIL 1959 

5 APRIL 1959 

5 APRIL 1959 
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DETACHMENT 5 
4080TH STRATEGIC RECONNAISSANCE wum, LIGHT 

United States Air Force 
-Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska 

APRIL 1959 

MONTHLY HISTORY 

TABL& OF CONTENTS 

I • OPERATIONS 

IIo INTELLIGENCE 

III. PHYSIOLOGICAL SUPPORT 

IV. SUPPLY 

v. MAINTENANCE 



SE RET 
I. OPERATIONS 

l. The first sorties scheduled tor Toy Soldier III, 4080th Strat Recon 

Wing, L, Ops Order 62-59 was 3 April 19 59. /U/ 

2. The first four sorties flown were unsuccessful because of equipment 

failure in the ball sampler installation. The last sortie to complete the 

required fifteen successful sorties was flown 29 April 1959. /s/ 

3. During the month, three additional Congo Maiden routes were approved. 

Two of these routes were flown and operationally were considered successful 

although one 1'.'0u.te was partially cloud covered. The remaining route was 

scheduled twice but was cancelled by higher headquarters presumably because 

of weather. /s/ 

40 A recap of flying activities for the month of April follows: 

Congo Maiden 

Sorties Scheduled 4 
Canc•llations for Weather 0 
Cancellations by HHQ 2 
Cancellations for Ma.int. 0 
Cancellations for Other 0 
Air Aborts 0 
Ground Aborts 0 
Late Take Off 0 
Sorties Airborne 2 
Sorties Successful 2 
Flying Hours 10:20 

Total Sorties Flown for April •••••••••• 29 
Total Hours Flown for April •••••••• 184:55 

E 

Toy Soldier Test 

26 4 
3 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
l 0 
0 0 
1 0 

23 4 
15 4 

166: :J:) 7:45 

/s/ 



SEC 
II. IN1'ELLIGENCE 

1. With the bulk of the Congo Maiden sorties completed during 

the last hectic week of March, April started out quietly and remained 

so for the entire month. /U/ 

2. During early April we requested and obtained distribution on the 

SAC Curr ent Intelligence Digests. Briefings on them were given weekly to 

the Detachment enlisted personnel and bi-weekly to the Commander, hi~ staff 

and aircrews. /U/ · 

3. The section played a minor part on the Toy Soldier sorties by 

debriefing crews for the Combar report. /U/ 

4. Tv10 Congo Maiden sorties were launched and successfully completed, 

one on the 16th April, and the second on 25 April. Each mission was briefed 

and debriefed, reports were compiled and forwarded, tracker evaluation 

indicated missions were accomplished as briefed. /s/ 

5. During the interim periods, the section was spruced up with the 

addition of curtains. Filas were brought up to date, and procedures and 

activities were documented for reference of intelligence personnel going 

on future detachments. /U/ 

E 
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1900Z/9APR59 UNCLASSIFIED 

COMSTRATRECONWG 4080 LAUGHLIN AFB DEL RIO TEX 

COMSTRATRECONwG 4080 DET 5 EIELSON AFB ALASKA 

ROUTI:r-..1E 

UNCLAS/E F T Of .FROM C 51)0 D. FOR COL CUR.B.Y FROM COL BRATTON . 

THIS MESSAGE IN 'IWO PARTS . PART I . THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED 

FOR YOUR INFOR.VJ.A.TION : QUOTE . UNCLA.3/CJl 94 . GE.N'EP.AL P01IBR TO COLONEL 

BF..ATTON , INFO GEl\lEF..AL MCC01'J1IBLL. CONGF..ATULATIONS FOR THE SPI.ENTIID JOB 

PEF..FORMED BY YOUR CREWS AND PERSONNEL DUR.ING THE RECENT CONGO MAIDEN 

PROJECT . ALTHOUGH THE OPERATIONAL PHASE OF THIS PROJECT WAS OF SHORT 

DURATION , EXTENSIVE COORDINATION AND PLANNING WAS RE:iUIRED. THE ENTIRE 

OPEF..ATION WAS PERFORMED WITHOUT INCIDENT AND IN SUCH A MANNER fa.S TO 

BRING RECOGNITION TO THE PEF..SONNEL OF YOUR. co.rvnvrAND WHO \·JERE RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE OPEIUl.TIONAL PLA:NNING AND MA INTENANCE OF THIS PROJECT .. THE CREWS , 

IN PARTICULAR , PE."l.FORMED IN AN OUTSTANDING M/-1.NNER . CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS 

.!'llA.DE CONTRIBUTIONS OF SUCH EXCEPTIONAL VALUE AS TO WARRANT PERSONAL 

MENTION . Th'EY JIRE LT COLONEL HAYDEN C. CURRY, :tvIA.JOR RUDOLF ANDERSON , JR., 

AND MAJOR BOBBIE G. GARDINER. THE HIGH STANDARDS MAINTAINED, AS vl'ELL 

AS THE OPERATIONAL PROFICIENCY DISPLAYED IN THIS -IMPORTAllfr UNDERTAKING , 

WERE PARAMOUNT TO TEE SUCCESS ATTAil\lED . PLEASE EXTEND MI CONGRATULATIONS 

TO THE RESPONSIBLE PERSONNEL. UNQUOTE . PART IL I ADD HY CONGRATULATIONS 

A. J . BRATTON , JR., Ccl ., USAF 

310 c 1 of 2 UNCLl\.SSIFIED 



FOR AN OUTSTANDING ACCOMPLISHMENT . PLEASE DISSEMINATE TI-lIS HESSAGE 

TO ALL :MEMBERS OF YOUR DETACP.NENT . 

A TRllE\ COPY : 

.~V~~t.vk·' 
" -

W. P . CUMIS](]i,'Y //' 
Major , USAF l/ 
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SECRET 

4080TH SRW, l , DET. NO . 3 
f.PO 845, NEW YORK1 NY. 

SUBJECT: (U) Historical Report 

TO: Conma.nder 
408oth Strategic Reconnaissance Wing, L.ight 
ATTN: . Wing Historian 
Laughlin Air Force Base, Del Rio, Texas 

1. This report covers the month of April 1959. (U) 

2. On 8 April 1959 the rotat ion of personnel took place with 
the exception of Major P. J. Halloran, who was extended 30 days. 
Officers and aitmen ·arriving were: Capt J. A. Qualls, Capt R. J. 
Callahan, 1st Lt R. L. St Martin, M/Sgt R. T. Fletcher, S/Sgt. L. J. 

'---- Peacock, S/Sgt B. J. Sanders, S/Sgt C. Y. Smith, A/lC J. A. McGathon, 
A/lC R. R. Wallace, A/2C A. R. Endy, A/2C R. G. Sullivan, A/'2£ H. W. 
Summers, A/2!J L. G. Wilheirn, S/Sgt W. L. Brown, S/Sgt J. A. Fields, 
S/Sgt G. K. Lacy, A/lC· W. J. Turpen, A/lC A. P. IJ.oyd, A/2!J M. R. 
Russell, A/3C A. s. Parson, A/3C w. Kobzeff, S/Sgt E. c. Garrett, 
A/lC R. E. Kendrick, A/2C J. J. McPartland, S/Sgt N. P. Croteau, 
A/lC s. A. Lewis Jr., A/2C R. G. Hempel, T/Sgt J. s. Wright, A/2C 
J. E. Terrell, A/2£ C. s. Kandel, A/2C T. E. Merkle, S/Sgt R. E. 
Absher. Major Halloran is Commander; Capt Qualls is Operations officer; 
Capt Callahan is Administrative Officer and Lt St Martin is Maintenance 
and Supp~ Officer. Officers and airmen departing Ramey left 11 April 
1959 after briefing newcoming personnel. Those departing were: ¥.aj 
F. W. Wilson, Capt R. s. Heyser, Capt J. A. Campbell, M/Sgt T. L. 
Carver, M/Sgt C. Luther, T/Sgt D. ·C. Arnett, T/Sgt W. Harp, S/Sgt D. L. 
Bahr, S/Sgt D. E. Borwn, S/Sgt B. J. Fonner, S/Sgt G. I. Gardiner, 
S/Sgt R. c. Greene, S/Sgt B. C. Heidgerken, S/Sgt s. R. King, S/Sgt B. 
R. Sanders, A/lC o. V. Collins, A/lC D Dills, A/lC J. A. Foder, A/lC 
J. c. Fontenot, A/lC J. M Keough, A/lcr B. J. Sawyer, A/lC J. L. 
Swafford, A/2C L. E. Cotter, A/2C J. M Hawes, A/2Q R. M. Johnson, A/2C 
G. D. Linton, A/2C B. D. Lunsford, A/C:. A. R. Robinson, A/2C E. W. 
Shealy, A/2C W. C. Welch, A/2C C. H. Westcott, A/2C D. G. Zak. On 
11 April 1959, a C-123 arrived from Laughlin with an engine and some 
hydraulic T-f'ittings for aircraft TJ4. Major Wozniak, Captain James, 
Captain Schug and Lt Dunagan were the crew. The C-123 departed Ramey 
for Laughlin on 12 April 1959. (S) 

3. On l4 April the missio.."'l was delayed 24 hours due to bad 
weather a.t Buenos Aires. Maj Halloran had the monthly Commander• s 
Call and briefed both officers and airmen of their job, responsibility 
to the 408oth SRW and how harmonious cooperation could make this TDY 
an enjoyable one. On 19 April the aircraft departed for Plattsburgh. 
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Captain Callahan had hydraulic failure and returned to Ramey.. Later 
that da.y he flew the aircraft to Plattsburgh. Major King, Capt's 
McElveen, Reasoner and Lodin were at Plattsburgh to greet us. A 
T-33 was at Plattsburgh so on 20 Apri l Capt Callahan and Capt Qualls 
each got one ride and Lt St Ma.rt.in got two rides. On 21 April Capt 
Call.a.han and Capt MeElveen both had successful North missions. On 
23 April Capt Qualls and Lt St Martin flew the T-33. On 24 April 
Major King and Capt Qualls flew Big Orbit missions. Capt Callahan 
and Capt Barton (Flight Surgeon at Plattsburgh) flew the T-33.. Two 
aircraft , 705 and 7l.4, returned to Ramey on 26 April. Lt St Martin 
took 715 to Edwards for installation of the new oxygen syst em and a 
fuel tan.~ vent system for the wing tanks. While the aircraft were 
at Plattsburgh., C:olonel Beauchamp and Lt Col Boynton arrived at 
Ramey on 25 April for a staff visi t*· They greeted Capt Qualls and 
Capt Callahan upon their return on 26 April and met with Brig Gen 
Martin, 72nd Bombardment Wing Comma.nder, on 2'7 April 1959. Colonel 
Beauchamp and Lt Col Boynton were on hand 28 April to observe the 
launching of Crow Flight Mission # 54. Col Beauchamp a.nd Lt Col 
Boynton departed Ramey on 28 April only after 110scar the Crow" had 
been beautifully embossed on each Wing tank of the 4025th 1s B-57C. 
Major Atkins arrived at Ramey on 28 April for an overnight stay. 
Major Atkins was ferrying aircraft 716 to Edwards for modification 
and departed 29 April 1959. (S) 

4. Flying for the month of April was as follows: On 3 April 
Major Wilson flew North and Ca.pt Campbell flew South; 7 April,, 
Major Halloran flew North a.nd Capt Heyser flew South; 10 April, 
Capt Capt Campbell flew North and Capt Heyser South; Capt Heyser 
retumed earl;r from his mission becawse t he Rescue aircraft could 
not penetrate a line of Thunderstorms; 14 April, Mission delayed 
24 hours due to weather at Detachment 4, mission cancelled on 15 
April due to weather at Detachment 4; 16 April, Capt Callahan flew 
a. test on aircraft 714. 17 April, Maj Halloran flew North and Lt 
St Martin flew South; 28 April, Maj.Halloran flew North mission and 
Capt Qualls flew South. (s:) __ 

a~ The total flying time :for the month of April was 160:00 
hours. There were a total of t wenty-three sorties flown of which 
twent y were s~ling missions, two were ferry flights and one was 
a test hop.. (S) 

5. During the month of April, the Maintenance Section complied 
with six service bulletins. One periodi c inspection was completed 
on aircraft 714, the aircraft was t est flown and released. While 
the aircraft were at Plattsburgh, a general clean-up campaign was 
conducted under the supervi si on of Major Halloran and M/Sgt Fletcher. 
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All the equipment was re- painted and put in A-1 working order. The 
Crash Boat was obtained for one f i shing trip. There have been no 
D. R.' s or uniform violations received during April. The morale of 
all personnel is high and everyone is working together. {U) 

6. On 29 April Detachment 3 was required to supply Ramey AFB 
with an Airdrome Clea.ranee Officer. (U) 

7. This report is classified SECRET to conform with the 
classification or 2AF Operations Order 74-57, dated 29 August 1958. (U) 
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Detachrnent IV, 4080th SRW (1) 

Ezeiza Airport , Buenos Aires , Argentina 



SECTION II 

~n.A'rIONS 

Operations scheduled 20 sorti es f or the month of April 1959 for 
a total of 131 hours.. Fourteen (14) sort.i es were flown fo r a total of 
110 hours and 40 minutes. Two (;2) sorties were lost due to i nclement 
weather conditions. Of the 14 A- Foil sorties flown all were successful 
but 2, one being 50% successful and one being completely unsuccessful; 
both being attributed to materiel failure of equipment.. Three (.3) Test 
Flig..11ts were flown for a total of 6 hours and 20 minutes. There were no 
ground aborts during this period ho~-1ever, one late take off was caused 
by inclement weather., Of the 20 sorties flown; 4 Little Hickory missions 
were scheduled, 3 being successful and one cancelled dur to weather 
conditions. /C/ 

As of 30 April 1959 13,800 gallons of fuel remained, enough for 
approximately 5 missions, however, the anticipated arrival of fuel by 
surface will eliminate the fuel problemo /C/ 

Spanish Classes comnenced 20 April 1959 for the purpose of tutoring 
Pilots, Navigators, and Radio Operators. /u/ 

SAFETY 

On 6 April 1959, the monthly Flying Safety Meeting was held for 
all flying personnel o The subject of the month was "Cold Weather 
Operations 11 • Climatic conditions expected in our flying area was gi.ven by 
our Weather Officer, also our Flight Surgeon talked on Rescue and Safety 
in cold weather., /U/ 

On 9 April 1959, the executive safety cruncil ·meeting was held. All 
section heads were present plus ground and flying safety officerso The 
draft copy of the check list for AFR 62-14 was approved and is now avail­
able to appropriate off icials. Safety activit ies planned for May and acc­
omplishments of the past month were reported. /U/ 

On 30 April 1959, Ground Safety was covered an:i all personnel in 
th e Detachment were present. Phases cove red concerned, not only guaroing 
against ac8idents but in illnesses, prolonged comralescence and disregar­
ding of personal health and hygiene. Problem areas such as flight, 
quarters, traveling and recreational activities were covered extensively. / U/ 



SECTION IV 

MA JNTB.;'"NA.i'\J CE 

Line maintenance progressed as required to support the mission .. 
The painting of all ground power equipment vdth the exception of the 
fork lift and the oxygen cart was campletedo /U/ 

The special equipment room is completed and is being utilized for 
the storing of P- 2, A-Foil, and Ivory To~~r Eq1iµnent. /C/ 

The following service bulletins were .complied with during this 
period: /U/ , .-

Aircraft Number 

716 
SB# 385 

373 
361 
363 
JSl 
388 
390 
356 
359 

717 
361 

385 
373 
381 
356 
297 
293 
359 
388 
252 
390 
363 

718 
310 
326 
358 
366 
368 
361 
385 
297 
298 
381 
373 
359 
388 
390 
356 
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Detacrunent 3 
4080TH ST~ATFIHC RECQ'JNAISSANCE wrr-rr , L]}HT 

United States Air Force 
APO S45 , New York, Nei·r York 

SUBJECT: (U ) Historical Report 

TO : Commander 
4080th Strategic Reco:::i...'1.aissance Wing 
ATTN : Wing Historian 
Laughl in Air Force Base 
Del Rio , Texa s 

1~ This reP,ort _covers the month of May 1959. (U) 

2. The detachment had some personnel changes this month. Major 
Pa.tri ck J. Halloran, 28296A, who was extended on TDY for 30 days, was 
replaced on ll May 1959 by Major Raymond L. Haupt , 41906A. Captain 
Richard J: Callahan, !03021757, had t rouble with his pressure suit and 
seat kit which required re-running in the pressure chamber and departed 
on the C-123 on 14 May. A/10 Dewe'h'Y M. Payne, AF18204939, arrived on 
t he C-123 on 12 May to work in the FAK Section. No other cha~es were 
ma.tie during the month. Captain James A. Qualls was Operations Officer. 
First Lieutenant Roy L. St Martin was Supply and Engineering Officer. (U) 

3. This month the detachment f lew 26 sorties with 18 Special sorties, 
4 Ferry flights and 4 Test flights for a t otal of 145:35 . en 1 May 59 
Captain Callahan had t o abort the South mission pecall§c Qf hydrauli c 
failure~ Captain Qualls flew North mission. On 5 May Captain Callahan 
aborted on North mission because of pressizurat.ion_:fajlure. Major 
Halloran flew South mission. 6 May Capt'ain Callahan ferr i ed air cr aft 
back from Kindley .from previous days abort . 8 May Captain Callahan 
flew South and Captain Qualls .fle'n North . 12 May Capt ain Qualls f lew 
South, Captain Callahan flew North but g.borted into Kindley AFB ~da 

J:i.:ft er . experiencing hllJQri,a. Lt St Martin ferri ed g.lrcraft back f rom 
Edwards AFB, Califor nia after modificat ion. 13 May Lt St ¥i.artin ferried 
aircraft 705 .from Kindley . 15 May the mission was cancelled becaus_!i_Of 
pxygen diffi c11 J t.i ~ Lt St l't.artln tested 715. 17 May aJi a i r craft 
deployed to Plattsbur gh . 18 May Capt Qualls and Lt St Martin f l ew in 
the T- 33. 19 May mission was delayed 24Ji.ours for oxye.en.. 20 ~1ay Lt 
St Mart i n f l ew North . Captain Qualls alSo .flew a North mission but had 
t o t urn around early due to oxygen short~..,.e . Ca11se was excessive ground 
time and l at e t ake-of f due to ATC clearance . 21 .May Capt Qualls aria- the 
Platt sbur gh Fl ight Surgeon flew the T- 33 . 22 May Capt Qualls and Lt 
St Martin .fl ew Big Orbit missions and Major Halloran ferri ed aircraft 
705 t o Edwards for modification. 24 May Capt (~ualls and Lt St Marti n 
r edeployed t o Ramey AFB , P. R. 26 Jifay Ma j or Haupt flew North and Major 
Atkins, who ha d arr ived here on 18 M.a.y on Ferry flight from Edwards , 
f lew the South mssion for Detachment 3 and Lt Pi ne from Detachment 4 
crune in from Ezeiza North n:Li..ssion . 27 Hay Lt Pine ferried to Edwards 
for modif ication . _ '].9_ ~Ja.y__~{issioD__ was cance~l~9:_due_ to adverse -~ross 

winds . 31 lJa.y Lt St Nartin tested aircraft 71L~ out of Periodic Inspection . (S ) 

SECRET 
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4 . Captain Stephens, Lt Dunagan, Captain Fer~.mer, Capta:in Lutz 
and Capta:in Shippey came i n on 13 May to bring an engine and p:3.rts to 
Detachment 3. Departed on 16 Hay 59. (U) 

5 . Capta.:in McElveen and Lt Herr.18.n ca..'11e throue;h on their way to 
Detachnent 4 for rotation on 7 Ha.y. Captai.11 Dixon and Lt Bevacqua 
came back from rotation from Detachment 4 on 15 Hay 59 . (U) 

6. The morale of personnel of Detad1ment 3 is high and no DR 1 s 
or uniform violations were reported during the month of Nay . The week 
the aircraft were deployed to Plattsburgh, overnight passes were issued 
and an enjoyable ti.tne was had by all as near as could be ascertained . 
Detachment 3 perso'111el practically o1'm one of the nice establishments 
j ust off base . When the passes were up, everyone come back ready to go 
to work again . (U) · 

7. Three Periodic Inspections were performed durinP' the month with 
one aircraft requiring an engine change . Five days were required for the 
engine change and inspection . Three days were required on the other tNo 
aircraft with the Test hops completed . ·rest. flights are included for 
munber of days mentioned . ll1is detachment had generator problems with 
aircraft 705 durin~ the month . Five generators were used and ound to 
be unsatisfactory . It was deterI'lined that wrone type brushes were installed 
which caused the genera·':. or to fail or burn out after a short period of ti1ne . 
All generators were sent bac:k to Vv'RAilA for repairs and all items were UR 1 ed. 
Maintenance discovered four bad voltage regulators and these were returned 
and UH 1ed . (S) 

8. Upon arrival here it was discovered that Fly-Away- Kit Section 
was unsatisfactory for the support required. Ite~s had been shuffled 
arOtL"'ld in FAK bins from their origi...nal locations as .. eflected on AF Form 
197. The Forn 197 showed more l ocations than we had . A complete invento!"J 
of FAK was conducted and bi.11s and records were straightened to coincide 
With each other . The shortages were determined and all needed items were 
requisitioned from. vr!!l.fuV;.A . A F K percentaf:'.:e w:UJ "e available in the near 
future. other supply itens revealed shortages , an~ were requisitioned the 
Form 197' s now show accurate a!nount of quanties authorized and on hand and 
their locations . Some excess .items turned up during inventory and in 
accordance with Project Directive 67- 8 , dated 15 Sep 1957. A report is 
being submitted to WSSC for disposition of excesses . A Tee fit.ting is 
urgently needed in the FAK. This itel"1 has been on requisition since 
10 April 1959. One sextant was ordered and fotmd to be uncleaned. Item 
was disa ssembled and cleaned before installation. SLOE support for this 
detachment has been very goo • (S) 
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9 . The P. E. Section has w~de eight seat kit inspections , seven 
parachute repa cks , seven URC- 4 radio inspections and seven >K- 2 life 
raft inspections . All were f0tmd to be in excellent condition and 
inspection cards were brou.s;ht up to date . The seat kits had new quick 
release type snaps installed and all connections were safety wired as 
per conversat i on between Captain Qualls and personal equipment personnel 
at Plattsburgh durin0 the last deployment . Captain Qualls came in on 
25 }~y and aske if the seat kit could possibly ride up over the parachute 
following ejection from aircraft (caused by wind blast) . This was 
sinulatAd and found this could possibly happen i parachute and seat kit 
were not tight . A fix for this woul be to rur1 two straps u throush 
the kit and fasten the:r.i. to the 1 eg straps of the parachute .. This section 
is perf ormin~ is l30rformi:fte Detachment 4 inspections periodically and 
fotmd equip~Ent in satisfactory con ition . 

10 . This report is classified SECCf.~T to confirm with the classification 
of 2AF Operations Order 7L~-57 , dated 29 August 1958 . (U) 
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Detachment r.l, 40'80th SRW (L) 

Ezei za Airport, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Month of May 1959 
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SECTION II . 

OPERATIONS 

Oper ations scheduled 23 sorties for the month of May 1959 for 
a total of 148 hours. Twenty-five (25) sorties were flown for a total of 150 
hours o One (1) test flight was scheduled and five (5) were flown. Four (4) 
Pilot Proficiency F1ig]lts were scheduled and two (2) were flom. The increase 
in test flights was the contributing factor which raised the actual number 
of sorties flown over the number scheduled. /C/ 

Of the 19 A-Foil sorties flown one (1) was unsuccessful and was con­
tributed to a maintename error . Ten (10) P-2 Platform sorties were flown 
with three (3) being unsuccessful; each failure attributed to material 
failure. The 3 Little Hickory missions scheduled and flown were all 
successful. /C/ 

1st Lt Robert D. Pine departed for Edwards AF.8 in aircraft 717 on 
26 May 1959. Major Richard A. Atkins returned fran F.cl.wards AFB in aircraft 
716 on 26 May 59. /C/ 

There were no major problems encountered during this perl.od. /U/ 

SAFETY 

The monthly Safety Meeting was held on 6 May 1959. All rated 
personnel were present. /u/ 

On 11May1959, a special briefing was conducted for replacement 
crews. Special Subjects covered were local flying procedures, Emergency 
Procedures, and Rescue Facilities. /U/ --

Special Reports this month included one operational hazard report 
concerning a face piece release cord breaking during a local checko /U/ 



SECTION r.f 

MAJNTENANCE 

Line Maintenance progressed as required to support the mission. 
Maintenance difficulties experienced during this period are outlined 
below: /C/ 

The P-2 Platform did not operate on one low altitude mission. 
The A/C generator light would cane on when the platform was turned 
on. The A/C generator, the A/C motor and the rootes blower were 
changed. The system worked satisfactorily on an operational check./C/ 

The AFOAT ·Nose ~ did not function on one flight. The pressure reg­
ulator, the pressure switch, exhaust dump valve, and the forward seal 
were changed. /C/ . 

One P-2 Platform mission was unsuccessful because of an air solenoid 
valve malfunction. /C/ 

One AFOIL nose malfunction was experienced on number four filter 
because of a solenoid valve failure. /C/ 

One P-2 Platform mission was unsuccessful because of failure of 
the electrical. field in the A/C motor. /C/ 

With the departure of one U-2 aircraft three maintenance crews were no 
longer required consequently, one maintenance crew was returned to Laughlin 
AFB on the May rotational aircraft. /C/ 

Mark-2 type hand controls were removed and replaced with Mark-3 controls 
on aircraft number 717 and 718. The Mark-2 controls were returned to Laughlin 
AFB as requested. /C/ 

Aircraft # 718 required an engine change as a result of a foreign object 
entering into the engine section. A periodic inspection was accomplished 
and the aircraft was successfully tested on 25 May 59. A periodic inspection 
was completed on aircraft # 717. The test f l ight was flown on 19 May 1959. /C/ 

A new oxygen tester was received and greatly facilitates the o.xygen 
dewpoint check that is required on all aircraft preflights. /C/ 



APPENDIX V 
TRANSLATION. 

(from "La Nacion" newspaper) 

RETURN FROM A :MILITARY MISSION 

Prior to their departure date, which was 
scheduled for October next, the members of the 
American mission under denomination 11 Crowflight" 
will leave for their country the 15th August 
next. 

It has been heard tbJ:it the group under Col 
Howard G. Shidal's command for high atmospheric 
investigations, consider their work to be finished 
by that date and, therefore, are preparing the 
steady return to their bases. Major Richard Atkins 
as Chief of Opera tions assigned the U-2 jets to 
return first to the United States, which will 
accomplish similar work at Plattsburg, New York. 
As to the six rescue aircraft C-54, they will 
return to Puerto Rico. 

Beginning from the 15th of August and during 
one month one hundred members of that mission will 
leave Ezeiza for the United States transporting 
all the equipment that was utilized for that oper­
ation. At the beginning of the operution the per­
sonnel utilized amounted to 150 men. 

June 1959 



.uca.dqua.r'ter3 
408oF.tl STRATEGIC R.ECONN.-'\.ISSANCE WINGJI LIGltl' 

lJn.i. ted. Sw,t.es Air Force 
Laughlin Air: Fo:tce Base, Texs,s 

Am TRAINING RER)RT FOR l MAY ~ 31 MAY 1959 

RCS: 7 =SAC-T ~12 

(b ) Specific Re:ru8.J.' l!:So (U) 

l'• H:i.gher .Rea,dqu.arte:."s Ordered Missions : Three hund:red and two 

(Crow Flight). Twenty-five (25 ) hours :t'lown perform.ing Air Weat:::i1er 

hours . (U) 

2 . Test Flights : Si:..~"teen ( 16) sortiet:: f'o:r' twoeni:;y ·~si.x. ('.26) 

how-s. (TJ) 

CAUSE.8 

a. Ma:y 21 

DOI'RPD~278.? dated 9 Janua.:i:-y 1959, waiyed t.raini:ng requiremen:ts of 

SACR' s 50-8 and 51.~26 f'Ol' c::lll cre·ws e~aged :i..n overseas act;ivi "t,ies over 

and L-59U. (S) 

51-26 by Sec:on.d .A.ir For.;e message Dal:C~048!+~ d:oi,ted 2 April 1959· (U) 



-rVcAr...::. ....!""""-., :.e :! ..-:::. g , _,, .;v:::::a::_~ s _ e.::a.r .!t.S, 

Contd. 

CAFSC 
·. FROM PROJ AUTH PROJ ASGD 

43131/51C 161 108 

43171c 68 Eil9 
:---

TarALS 229 177 

CAFSC 
TO P.ROJ AlJrH P.ROJ ASGD 

43131.B/51.D 61 96 

43171D 26 51 

TOTALS 87 147 

OVER/SHORT 

Short 53 

Over l 

Short 52 

OVER/SHORT 

Over 35 

Over 22 

Over 60 

8. Comments ·or Recozmn.endations of the Unit Commander: (u) 

ao Miay: 

(l) Operations Ord.er 19-58 (Big Hickory) Weather Reconr...ais­

sance Missions. Four (4) sorties were scheduled and of t.hese one (1) was 

cancelled due to maintena,.~ce and three (3) were flown successf'ully. Project 

Little Hickory scheduled four ( 4) sorties and all were flcrwn. successf'ully. 

No , significant problem are~s have developed. (C) 

2.· Wing Commander's Remarks: None. {U) 

10. Instructor Pilot Inf'ormation: {U) 
I 

a. Total Instructor Pilots on Orders 14 

b. Combat Ready Aircraf't Commander Instructors 13 

c. Sta:f:f Instrucetor Pi.lots 

do Instructor Pilots on Waiver 

11. Rendezvous Information~ N/A. (U) 

12. Non=Combat Ready Crews: (U) 

CREW NUMBER 

N-63U 
N-64U 
N-65U 
N-66U 
N-67fJ 
N:..68U 
N-69U 
N-70U 

June 
June 
August 
September 
September 
November 
November 
December 

1 

0 

REASON FOR DNl.1.E CHANGE 

Needs Standboard Recheck 



li.o8r.1I'E STP.ATEG:C REC NW<_ISSANCE WI.N:i: J Ll:Gm 
Ui:dted States Ai!" Force 

Laughlin Air Force Ba.se » ~l : Rio» 1rex.-:ts 

(b) S~cific Remarks 

' 
2 o Tceist Fll~ts : S~·.,,.tw© (6e) fl:l~!'ti®~ f\QU" s~we:til"ty~~i.,"!'. (T(; ) 

EST~ H~ !J0ST 

Ro Ja..ww..~ Loo~ We~~r 35 

"Ibo F®br''18!"Jf L©c~ We~:tzaiez-

Co Maroo Lld>cal w~at.b.rer 

d o Ap-il w<esil. W®@)J.'tb~®l" 

DOI:RID 278J> dlst®d 9 J~ 19591 W®ived trai TI.:h··:g z-r;:~ili"~:2t~ ~t 

SACR' s 50-8 and 5l...f;6 for aL1 crews <e1!1g~~d ll1 <YJ'e:r.·~@as ~cti rt ties 

'" 



Rea.dquarte.r s 
4080TH STRATEGIC RECONNAISSANCE WING, LIGHI' 

United States Air Force ' i 
Laughlin Air Force' Base, Texas 

Am TRAINING RER:>RT FOR l MAY - 31 MAY 1959 

RCS: 6-SAC-T-12 

CC».IMANDER Is REMARKS 

(b) Specific Remarks: (u) 

l. Higher Headquarters directed missions: Forty".'"five (45) hours 

flown on Operation Red Snapper as directed by Second Air Force Operations 

Directive Confidential message DODT-M-8-_19194, dated 19 November 1958. (C) 

a. Ferry Flights: None. 

2. Test Flights: · Six (6) sorties ·tor seven (7) hours. (U) 

~· Weather or Local Conditions: 
·' 

(u) 

CAUSES ESTIMATED . HOURS LOS1r 

a. May Local Weather 13 
. I 

4. Restrictive Directives: None. (U) 

2.· Waiver of Training Requirements: None. (u) 

6. Crew Data: See Form 184i. · (U) 

I· Materiel and Personnel Problems: (u) 

a. May: 

(l) This headq4arters recommends a Q9mplete re-evaluation 

of the spare assets for the Martin 320 SAFE System and the APN-107 Radar 

System since t.h.e decision has been made to program operation into Fiscal 

Year 1960. A detailed stud;)r of consumption and tu.rn-arou..'ld data _for the 

past two (2) years shows that our present stocks -of necessary spare com-

ponents and "Bits and Pieces" are totall.y inadequate for operation on 

any extended basis. (s) 

(2) Supply support of the MM-4 Auto Pi.lot is unsatisfactory 

and Supply Difficulty action under AFR 67 -82 has been taken in J+o8oSRW 

message 59-49, dated 3 June 1959· At present three (3) aircraft are 

operating with marginal Rate Sensors (2262-6615-3114) which have been 

-----



~~.,,.,"-,,....---_.. 

4o8arlr STR.A· GIC RECOI'lli.t\ISSANCE WING: LIGm' 
United States Air Force 

Laughlin Air For~e Basep Del Rio~ Texas 

AIR TRAINING REPORr FOR 1 JA.Nl.MIB'.Y = 30 AIRE 1959 

RCS : 7 a.SAC c1J: ~12 

(b) Specific Re~ka o for) 

Air Weather Service missi ons as directed b'J Second Air Force Operation 

Order 75=59 dated 18 Ma:ic'(!h 1959 (For tune Finder )o Tw"o hu.ndred and 

as directed i:zy CINCSAC Operation Ord.er 62=59 dated 25 February 1959 

(TO\Y' Soldier )o Fifteen (15) holl!.l"s f lown on Static Displey Project 

Falcon 59 as directed by Second Air Force Conf'idential message DODC=M= 

9~2637 dated 30 Ja.nua..""Y 19590 Twenty=s~ven (27) hou.rs flaw:n as directed 

by CINCSAC Secret message DOPLRS 184.p aat~d 8 Januaey 1959~ (Bait Can) .(s) 

ao Ferry Flights: Fort;y=wo (42) sorties for one hum.dried (J.00) 

hOU11'S"i (U) 

2. Test Flights: Forty=eight (48) sorties f or- eighty=six (86) 

hours. (u) 

ao JANUARY 

bo FEBRUARY 

Co MARCH 

d o AFRIL 

CAUSES ESTIMA.TED HOURS LOOT 

L©~al. Weather 

wool Wea.th.er 

Local W~e;tb.er 

Local Weat.her 

- -

1.02 

43 

41. 

24 

5 o Wai vier of' Training Requir~m.ents : CINCSAC Secret message 
; 



C.o A...~..:;:L: Nc:r;.e 

8. Coi:mnents o~ Rec~ndations of Dinit Co:mmander: (U) 

a. o AmIL: 

(1) Operat:i.ons Order 19=58 (Big PJ.cko:r-y) Weather Reconnais­

sance Missions .. Fou:;: (4) sorlies were :E©.hedu.led WJLring A~il and of 

these one (l) was i\!.mll«:::elled f'cir .~ir,~ra..ft m.ainte~ce problems and one (1) 

was au air a,'lool""to Two (2) !lllissionai -W\~re flown sucv!e5sfu1.J.l;y. Projel!lt 

Little .Hickory si<'.!hedli1.l1ewi f ©W' ( 4) so:r'ties and @f these» t!u•,ee (3) 1rere 

successful and one (l) w,s crull~ell.eii dm® to ·!i>res:tb.er. No sign:if'icant 

problem areas have dl.evelopedo (C) 

.2.• Division Con:m:ender ' :B Remta.!t"ks: Not reqilr.edo (U) 

l.Oo Instructor Pil.QJt i:nf'o~tion.: (U) 

ao Tcr'~ Inst:i;ui';.':t©r Pilots (()Jn Citr'ders 14 

b o CO!!il'olat ready airccraf't co~'1der instr"~ctors 14 

c.. Staff Inli'lt:ifuctor P-llots O 

do TuBtr~~-ttJJr Pilots on wai ve:lf 0 

llo RendezvcrJJ.S L'1.f'~tio:n: N/A (U) 

12.. Non..Comoot Re~" Crews: (UT} 

a.. P.l:'gjected Cr:J!llilbat Reacy Dates mt'e as f 10ll(!J1M:S ~ (U) 

N···ft2U 

N~63U May 

ICM-4olU ll\.akn~"n 

b.. CINCSAC message oorRPP A=5.3 - l=3725» dated November 19583 

directed this Wlitg to t:t>ain Rcyal Air F©rce pilots in U...:2 air~raf't o 

These pilots are t o be given t:E."aini:ng equivalent to ioux eYm Combat Ready 

Sta;tuso Projected c•ompletio.n ds,t<~S arie as folliOW's: (S) 

NA.ME A...'i\ID RAN!': 

AUSTIN» BUl.~~y » FJlt Lt 

COX» Byron» Sqdn Lcea(le:r 

3 

ffi(;J,&,~ C 'MP"'LE£ION DA:l"ES 

CCQ.'MPLE'.l:ED April 1959 

COMP.£.ETED April 1959 



2215Z/15KU 59 UNCLASSIFIED 

CO:MSTEATRECONiJG 4080 
LAUGHLI N AFB , TEXAS 

SAC OFFUTT AFB NEBR 

INFO : COMAF2 BAEKSDALE AFB LA 

PRIORITY 

/ UNCLAS/FROM DCMA 6119 E • FOR DNl+A AND DNl+F AT SAC Mm DH4E AT 2AF . ---
S U:BJECT : HETURN OF U- 2 AIRCRAFT . THE FOLLOWING LIS TED U- 2 AIRCRA."'T AHRIVED 

AT THIS STAT ION ON THE TIME AN D DATE I.i\JDICATED , FROM DET 5. 

56- 6952A 

56- 6953A 

A TRUE COPY : 

1400 HOURS CST 

1411 LOURS CST 

~Jv~ ~ 4 : ,.# 
W. P . CUivITSKEY . . ~ 
Major, USAF V' 
JAI-J:ES C. ALLEN , MSGT 

DCHA 8228 

14 IJIAY 1959 

14 MAY 1959 

UNCLASSIFIED 1 of 1 



SECRET 15MAY59 SECRET 

CCMSTRATRECO~J;'JG 4080 
LAUGHLIN AFB , TEXAS 

OPS IHI ZDIATE 

CINCSAC , @TTN : COL . rdOODRO\rl P . SvlANCUTT , DIRECTOR OF SAFETY 
OFFUTT AFB , NIGER . 

COMAF 2 , ATTN : COL . IBA B. MATTHE~JS , DIRECTOR OF SAFETY 
BARKSDALE AF:S , LA . 

LT/COL SID BRENER , PO BOX 604 , FAIRBOHN , o:;Io , (HAIL ONLY) 

SECRET/EFT0/ 4080DS 59 E • SUBJECT : COMNANDERS TIJENTY FOUR HOUR REPORT OF 
MAJOR AIRCRAFT ACCIDEI\fl' . ~SPECIAL HMIDLING RE"QUIRED IAw PARAS 49 AND 52 , 
AFR 62-14) 

TEIS WAS AN INITIAL CHECK OUT RIDE IN TBE U- 2 TYPE AIRCRAFT FOR CAPTAIN 
CHUNG-DUEI (FIRST NANE) HSU (LAST NAHE)', SERIAL NUMBER 809320 .. THE PILOT :iAD 
COMPIETED ALL GROUND HORK SATISFACTORILY ' vJAS CURB.ENT IN T- 33 AIRCRAFT ' Mm HAD 
COHPIETED NECESSARY FLIGHTS IN U- 3A AIRCRAFT . BRIEFING FOR THIS FLIGHT .IA.S 
CONDUCTED BY AN IP HJ Tf:'E SQUADRON AND 'l'JAS CONSIDERED EXCELLENT ' usnm 
BRIEFING GUIDE AI-ID COVERING ALL Pi1ASES OF FLIGL~ [ 1CLUDING Ef.1ERGENCY PIWCEDUFLES . 

THE PREFLIGHT, START AND TA.XI INDOCTRINATION dEF..E NORrl.\L . TEE AIRCRAFT 

TOOK OFF ON SCHEDULE AT 22302 . RUN UP ~IAS NORMAL AND AT 85 PER CENT RPN THE 

PILOT RELEASED THE BRAKES FOR TAKE OFF . 85 PER CENT RRM IS NORMAL TAKE OFF 

RPM FOR INITIAL FLIG: .TS IN U- 2 AIRCRAFT . A':' APPRo:nfATELY 60 :rmOTS ' THE Tl IL 

dIIELL CAEE OFF THE RUNWAY , ~HTH ThE PILOT ::OLDIUG FCR.lARD STICK . AS TEE SPEED 

INCF..EASED TO 90 KNOTS THE NOBIIE CONTRCL INSTRUCTOR TOLD TIIE PILOT TO COEE BAG 

ON TEE STICK . ThE PILOT APPARENTLY DID NOT DO THIS , FOR T;-:.:c; AIRCRAFT BECAME 

Ant BORNE M011ENTAHILY AND THEN SETTLED ONTO THE RlJlMAY ON TEE NOSE GEAR . THE 

MOBILE CONTROL INSTilUCTOH EAD Pt.EPEATED HIS CALL TG COME BACK ON TLE STICK , BUT 

T: .E AIRCRAFT PORPOISED AFTER THE n:ITIAL TOUGEDO!IN . Du'RING TLE POP..POISE THE 

HOBIIE CONTROL INSTRUCTOR ONCE AGAIN ADVISED THE STUDENT PILOT TO COJ.':E BACK ON 

THE STICK AND CALLED FOR ADDED PGJER . THE STUDENT PILCII' RESPONDED BUT WOT IN 

TIME FOR TrlE AIRCHAFT TO COBPLETE TIIE PORPOISE AND CONTACT THE GROUND HARD . TIIE 

AIRCRAFT lIAS CHEOKED IN THE AIR FOR DAHAGE Al\ill LANDED iifITilOCT FURTHER INCIDENT . 

DONALD R. JAMES , D/SAFE 
SF CR ET 

SAFE l+ll SECRET 1 of 2 



S CRET 
INSPECTION OF AIB.CRAFT AFTER LANDING REVEALED EXTENSIVE DAMAGE TO 

BULKHEAD AJ\ID FUSELAGE SKIN AHEAS h1EAR AND AROUND BOT;; FOR\'JARD AJ\JD REAR LAIJDING 

GEARS . POGOS "'i'JERE ATTACHED FOR THIS FLIGET .. AIB.CRAFT GROS3 WEIGnT AT TAKE 

OFF WAS 15,'fl5 f36UNDS l'lITH /)'!.{GALLONS OF FUEL ON BOAHD . WEATHER WAS HIGH THIN 

BROKEN , TEBPERATlJRE 83, DEW POINT 68 , ALTD:ETER SETTING 29. 94 , CUMULUS WEST , 

AND WINDS A"VERAGE 140 DEGREES AT 11 KNOTS . -,JEAT,iER NCT CONSIDEP..ED A. FACTOR 

CF..EJ:I REST NOT CONSIDERED A FACTOR . 

THIS ACCIDENT i,WULD HAVE BEEF AVGIDED IF TE:S PILOT riAD FOLI!JiJED INSTRUCTIONS 

GIVEN BY TliE i·fOBilE .CONTROL OFFICEH TO CQi.iE BACK ON THE STICK DURING Tf.E 

TAKE CFF ROLL . FURTHER Il'f\JESTIGATION MAY REVEAL OTHER CAUSE FACTORS BUT T:ns 

IS DOUBTFUL . FINAL BOARD ACTION IS CONTEl'lPL~TED WITHIN ONE WEEK .. UNL"FSS 

OTHER FACTORS BECOl-lE APPAP..ENT DURING HWESTIGATION REQUEST THIS HEAWUARTER.S 

BE RELIEVED FROM REQUIREHENT TO S UBHIT PIWGPtESS REPORTS COHCERNING THIS 

ACCIDEI\lT . 

W. P . CillHSKEY 
Major, USAF 

SE CR.ET 

SECRET 2 of 2 
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