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The Offices, The Candidates, The Duties, and Their Information
VET THE CANDIDATES!

*VET’: to evaluate for possible approval or acceptance (Merriam-Webster)

by County Patriot Staff

This special edition of The County Patriot is exclusively for Republican voters in Stephens County. The goal of this special edition is to give you
basic information on the GOP candidates that will appear on the primary ballot Tuesday June 16th. There are nine (9) contested statewide races on
the June 16th primary ballot and a total of thirteen (13) total races. There are a record fifty four candidates. Because of the sheer number of races and
candidates, The County Patriot is providing you the candidate’s photo, age, occupation, and a way to contact or research their position on the issues.
We encourage every reader/voter to conduct their own research, vet the candidates in every race and vote for the one that mirrors your position on the
issues and aligns with your values.

There will be one state question appearing on the June 16th ballot- SQ#832. This proposal would increase the minimum wage in Oklahoma, but the
irony is it would hurt the very demographic proponents claim it would help. If SQ#832 passes, businesses will be forced to take price increases and
Oklahoma consumers will pay more for goods and services. Businesses will adjust their staffing levels and will hire less entry level employees. In to-
day’s challenging economic climate, SQ#832 is the last thing Oklahoma needs. The County Patriot editorial staff recommends a NO vote on SQ#832.

United States Oklahoma Senate Candidates

Sean Buckner Gary Ty England Nick Hankins Kevin Hern

Sallisaw, OK Bethany, OK Moore, OK Tulsa, OK
Age 55 Age 62 Age 40 Age 64
(918) 315-6128 (405) 590-3250 (405) 323-8704 (405) 887-1731
auditthesenate.com tyengland.com oksaysno.com hernforsenate.com

Duties: According to Article I of the U.S. Constitution, US Senators serve six-year terms, representing
their state to propose, amend, and vote on legislation. The Senate possesses the power to provide “advice

and consent” by confirming presidential appointments and ratifying treaties. They hold the sole power to
try impeachment cases. The election for the Class 2 seat is up for election due to the resignation of Mark-
wayne Mullin. Whomever is elected in November will serve a full six-year term.

Primary Election Voting

at Your Precinct L.ocation

e Tuesday, June 16th - 7 am to 7 pm

Brian Ragain Primary Early Voting

Chickasha, OK at Stephens County Election Board Offices

(405) 530 9532 1017 West Elm, Duncan
ragainforsenate.com (former Duncan Banner Bldg)

* Wednesday, June 10th - 8 am to 6 pm
e Thursday, June 11th - 8 am to 6 pm
e Friday, June 12th - 8 am to 6 pm
e Saturday, June 13th - 8 am to 2 pm

YOUR

Vorg!
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Oklahoma Governor Candidates

Jennifer Domenico
Bartlesville, OK
Age 62
(918) 977-0351
maxxteen09@gmail.com

Chip Keating

Gentner Drummond Leisa Mitchell Haynes
Hominy, OK Choctaw, OK Oklahoma City, OK
Age 62 Age 61 Age 46
(405) 698-6433 (405) 675-6379 (405) 818-3031
drummondok.com mitchellhaynes.us chip@keating2026.com

Mike Mazzei
Tulsa, OK
Age 60
(918) 706-2355
mikeforok.com
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Caulp Anthony Taylor
Broken Bow, OK
Age 49
(580) 236-3825
CalupTaylor@gmail.com

“The future of this

republic is in the hands
of the American voter.”
Dwight D. Eisenhower

NOTICE
Your Ballot
will Be 2
Sided this
Year! Don’t
Forget to
Turn it Over
and Vote
Both Sides!

Charles McCall Jake A. Merrick Kenneth Sturgell
Atoka, OK Tuttle, OK Goldsby, OK
Age 55 Age 44 Age 63

(405) 437-2290
mccallforoklahoma.com

(405) 513-0664
jakemerrickforgovernor.com

(405) 250-7111
sturgellledtogov@gmail.com

Duties: Under the Oklahoma Constitution, the governor serves as head of the executive branch.
They are the ex officio commander-in-chief of the Oklahoma National Guard when not under

federal use. They ensure state laws are enforced and that peace is preserved. They serve a four-year
term. They can serve no more than 2 terms.

4th Congressional District Candidates

Duties: According to Article
1 of the U.S. Constitution, a
member of the U.S. House of
Representatives is primarily
responsible for legislating, rep-
resenting their district’s inter-
ests and conducting oversight
of the federal government. All
revenue bills- taxation and
spending- must originate in LN
Tom Cole

the U.S. House. The House also Marcie Everhart
) Moore, OK Moore, OK
has the sole power to impeach Age 76 Age 62

(405) 408-4475

(405) 620-6873
everhartforcongress.com

federal officials, including the
tomcoleforcongress.com

President. They serve 2 year
terms.

Thank (fow to the Yatricly of 1776/
only knew whal yow ceated,

oy we have the wisdens and lo
éee;/ytt 250%9&0’&@%?9«%’

GOD BLESS THE USA
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Oklahoma Lt. Governor Candidates

7

H. Victor Flores Brian Hill
Edmond, OK Mustang, OK
Age 48 Age 49
(405) 834-8825
victor4oklahoma.com hillforlg.com

T.W. Shannon Darrell Weaver
Oklahoma City, OK Moore, OK
Age 48 Age 64

(918) 282-4168
voteTWShannon.com

(405) 990-0158
DarrellWeaverforLtGov.com

Oklahoma Attorney General

Al
Jon Echols Jeff Starling
Oklahoma City, OK Oklahoma City, OK
Age 46 Age 51

(603) 387-7249
jonecholes.com

(405) 367-5533
jeftstarling.com

Duties: Under the Oklahoma Constitution, the Attorney
General serves as the chief legal and law enforcement officer in
the state. They are responsible for providing legal advice to other
departments and agencies within the executive, legislative, and
judicial branches of state government. The AG is also responsible
for the prosecution of offenses against Oklahoma law and advo-
cate for the basic legal rights of Oklahoma residents. They serve
a four-year term and can serve no more than two terms.

Kudo’s to the Stephens County Republican
Party and their hard working volunteers.
The 23rd Annual GOP Fish Fry 1s the big-
gest ever with a possible attendance of 900
attendees this year. If you are not able to at-

tend this year we will see you next year!

&

Justin JJ Humphrey David Ostrowe
Lane, OK Oklahoma City, OK
Age 59 Age 57
(580) 230-0470 (405) 503-9830
JJ4AOK.com david@180business.com

Duties: Under the Oklahoma Constitution, the Lt. Governor
is the second highest executive official in the state. They are first
in the line of succession upon the death, resignation, or removal
of the governor. They also serve as the president of the Okla-
homa Senate, and may cast a vote to break a tie. They serve a
four-year term and can serve no more than two terms.

Oklahoma State Treasurer

Cindy Byrd Todd Russ
Coalgate, OK Cordell, OK
Age 53 Age 65
(580) 927-5694 (580) 660-5100
cindybyrd.com Todd@ToddRuss.com

Duties:The Oklahoma State Treasurer provides for the safe and
efficient operation of state government through effective banking,
investment, and cash management. The state treasurer has the fol-
lowing specific statutory and constitutional responsibilities:

1. Receiving, depositing, and disbursing all state funds;

2. Investing temporary surplus funds;

3. Investing specific funds for other state agencies where autho-
rized;

4. Requiring banks to furnish collateral sufficient to secure depos-
its of state and other public funds;

5. Paying of interest on the state’s bonded debt and the redeeming
of the debt at maturity;

6. Maintaining a safekeeping operation for securities owned by
various state agencies, and those securities pledged as collateral to
other state agencies;

7. Processing and distributing all State checks (known as war-
rants);

8. Administering the Business Link and Agricultural Link Pro-
grams; and

9. Administering the Unclaimed Property Program.

More than $22 billion dollars is deposited each year at the state
treasurer’s office. The treasurer has no power to impose taxes or
set tax rates. Rather, the treasurer’s job is to make sure all the public’s
money is properly accounted for once it has been collected or distributed.

WE BELIEVE IN OKLAHOMA
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Superintendent of Public Instruction Candidates

John Cox William Crozier
Hulbert, OK Union City, OK
Age 62 Age 79
(918) 720-4019 (405) 332-5276
cox4ok.com 9192631770cr@gmail.com

.

Debra A. Herlihy Adam Pugh
Yukon, OK Edmond, OK
Age 55 Age 48
(405) 892-0425 (405) 226-2583
damzh50@gmail.com adampugh.com

Robert Franklin
Sand Springs, OK
Age 66
(918) 946-4828
VoteRobertFranklin.com

-

-

!

.

James Taylor
Oklahoma City, OK
Age 67
(405) 596-3579
Taylor4OK.com

Toni Hasenbeck
Fletcher, OK
Age 54
(405) 283-6058
toniforok.com

Duties: Under the Oklaho-
ma Constitution, the State Su-
perintendent of Public Instruc-
tion acts as the chief executive
officer of the State Department
of Education and chairs the
State Board of Education. They
oversee public school admin-
istration and make policy
recommendations to the State
Board. They serve four-year
terms and can serve no more
than two terms.

Oklahoma Commissioner of Labor Candidates

Lisa Janloo John Pfeiffer
Oklahoma City, OK Mulhall, OK
Age 36 Age 39
(405) 588-7803 (405) 880-3699
janlooforoklabor.com votejohnpfeiffer.com

Duties: Under the Oklahoma Constitution, the Labor Com-
missioner duties include fostering, promoting and develop-

ing the welfare of wage earners. Their duty includes improving
working conditions, welfare of wage earners. Their duty includes
improving working conditions, enforcing labor laws, and admin-
istering occupational licensing (OSHA). The Commissioner ad-
ministers and enforces state minimum wage laws and investigate
unpaid wage disputes. They serve four-year terms and can serve
no more than two terms.

The Stephens County Patriot is published and paid for by The
Stephens County Republican Party, Leon Farris, Chairman.
Design and layout by Washita Valley Publishing, 1916 North
Hwy 81, Duncan, OK 73533.

405-320-1539 the County Patriot©2026  All Rights Reserved

Keith Swinton
Norman, OK
Age 62
(918) 639-0874
swinton4oklahoma2022@protonmail.
com

POLITICS?

IT'S TIME TO
GET OFF THE FENCE!

GOD BLESS THE USA

Kevin West
Moore, OK
Age 58
(405) 514-8468
votekevinwest.com

Time to Get Off

the Fence

and Get Involved. Attend
Monthly Republican Meet-
ings. Volunteer to Help
Campaign. Meet New Peo-
ple that Have the Same
ldeas as Vou Do About
What Needs to Happen in
Our Communities, State
and Federal. Its Time to
Get Off the Fence and
Make a Diffference!
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Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner Candidates

Chris Merideth Greta Shuler Bob Sulli Marty L. ﬁinn
Edmond, OK Shawnee, OK (I)nol::, (1)‘1’?11 OV?;.SSO?OK
Age 51 Age 43 Age 40 Age 66
_ ' (405) 819-5831 (918) 520-6484 (918) 760-7059
ChrisMeridethforOK.com greta@votegretaok.com votebobsullivan.com MartyQuinforOK.com

Duties: Under the Oklahoma Constitution, the Insurance . . .
Commissioner duties include administering and enforcing the Ok CO].‘ p oration CommlSSIOn
Oklahoma Insurance Code, the Bail Bond Code and related -

statutes. The Commissioner oversees the Insurance industry and
is charged with protecting consumers by monitoring insurance

providers for solvency and compliance with laws. They serve
four-year terms and can serve no more than two terms.

Representative District 51

Brad Boles Justin Hornbac

Marlow, OK Broken Arrow, OK
Age 42 Age 42
(580) 641-3153 (918) 219-3185
bolesforok.com hornback2026.com

Duties: Under the Oklahoma Constitution, Corporation
Commission is a regulatory agency with, legislative, judicial, and
executive powers. The Commission has three elected Commis-
sioners who are tasked with regulating public utilities, oil and gas
drilling, pipeline safety, and motor carriers to balance the rights

Cody Elliott Cole St ) L. )
Mar}’ow, OK Bl:nsha:c{ eg?( and needs of the public with industry. They serve six-year terms
Age 42 Age 32 and can serve no more than two terms.
(580) 475-8879 (405) 301-3970
elliottforok.com stevensok.com

Duties: Under the Oklahoma Constitution, a State Representa- Please NOte ! . .
Some of the races where there are only 2 candidates will be de-

tives primary duty is to enact legislation, approve the state bud- cided on June 16 NOT November 3rd. If a Republican candidate

get, provide oversight of state agencies and represent their dis- does not have a Democrat or Libeterian challenger, then the race
trict. They can introduce proposed bills and resolutions to create  will be decided at the Primary level.

or amend state law. They serve two-year terms and can serve no  Some of those include the Stephens County Assessor and Trea-
more than 6 terms (12 years). surer race and Representative District 51. Be sure and vote on
Tuesday June 16 or one of the early voting days.

Guidelines for writing your elected officials

by County Patriot Staff
Always be courteous and respectful, but avoid being

‘gushy’ or overly flattering.
- Clearly and simply state the purpose of your letter. If it’s
about a certain bill, identify it correctly.

Identify yourself. Anonymous letters go nowhere. Even
in email, include your correct name, address, phone number
and email address. If you don’t include at least your name
and address, you will not get a response.

State any professional credentials or personal experience
you may have, especially those pertaining to the subject of
your letter.

- Keep your letter short -- one page letters are best.

Provide specific rather than general information about
how the topic affects you and others.
- Be sure to address your letter correctly.

Use specific examples or evidence to support your posi-
tion.

Clearly state what it is you want done or recommend a
course of action.
- Thank the official for taking the time to read your letter.
- NEVER use vulgarity, profanity or threats. Simply stated,
don’t let your passion get in the way of making your point.
- NEVER demand a response.

WE BELIEVE IN OKLAHOMA
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Stephens County Assessor

2026 YOUR VOTE COUNTS

Mackenzie Payne Chris Billings
Duncan, OK Duncan, OK
Age 50 Age 52

(580) 467-6784
info@investstephenscountyok.com

(580) 475-2704
kenziepayne2023@gmail.com

R
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Stephens County Treasurer

Debbie Burden

Amanda G. Brady
Marlow, OK Marlow, Ok
Age 62 Age 50

(580) 467-1207
debbie.burden@stephenscounyok.gov]

(580) 641-1595
bradyshorthorns@gmail.com

DUTIES: The county assessor has the responsibility to appraise
and assess the real and personal property within the county for
the purpose of ad valorem taxation. Also, the county assessor is
required to compute the ad valorem taxes due on all the taxable
property. By law, the county assessor appraises all the taxable real
and personal property according to its fair cash value for which
the property is actually being used as of January 1 of the tax-

able year and assesses it at the local assessment percent of its fair
cash value. Constitutional law limits the assessment rate to 11 to
13.5% for real and 10 to 15% for personal property.

Stephens County Fairgrounds « Spm - Spm

LIVE K-E}

COUNTRY MUSIC Big SCREENT

Kids Can Wear
WITH FOOTBALL!

their Costumes!

No Admission Charge!
Eree Tasting Cups!

FAMILY FREINDLY
Load Up Ma & Pa, Cranny & 580-656-7951
Pappy. and all these Kiddes

Concessions

More Info

A
Chili Cookoff with
Prizes for Best Chili

and Best Dressed
Booth

Gift Card Giveaways_

Chili Cooks Wanted - Call Leon at 656-7951

DUTIES: All the revenues received by county government
from ad valorem taxes and other sources are deposited with the
county treasurer. As the official depository for county revenues,
the county treasurer operates under strict guidelines. State law
requires the county treasurer to be covered by a surety bond val-
ued of at least $50,000.

By law, the county treasurer exercises the power to collect ad va-
lorem taxes for the county and its political subdivisions (such as
schools, cities and towns). The county treasurer works from the
tax roll prepared by the county assessor. In conjunction with col-
lecting ad valorem taxes, the county treasurer is empowered to
issue delinquent personal property tax warrants and to establish
a tax lien on real property for delinquent taxes.

Why Vote?

Every election a list of how important ONE vote in elections is widely circulated.

We have all seen them. Here is an example:

* In 1645, one vote gave Oliver Cromwell control of England.

* In 1649, one vote caused Charles I of England to be executed.

*In 1776, one vote gave America the English language instead of German.

* In 1845, one vote brought Texas into the Union.

* In 1875, one vote changed France from a monarchy to a republic.

* In 1923, one vote gave Adolf Hitler leadership of the Nazi Party.

* In 1941, one vote saved Selective Service - just weeks before Pearl Harbor was
attacked.

The problem is, none of the above are completely true. Most are rooted in
half truths. Take for example the German language claim. The Library of Con-
gress first began to receive queries about this during the late 1930s, when Nazi
propagandists were hard at work trying to convince the world that America had
almost been a German-speaking country. That story gained such momentum
over the years that the Congressional Research Service looked into it in 1982.
Here’s what they found: In 1794 some German settlers in Virginia petitioned
the U.S. Congress to have certain federal statutes translated into German and
printed in both languages. This petition was referred to a committee, which
voted the idea down - by a margin of one vote- so you see it is somewhat rooted
in truth. But America didn’t almost become a German speaking country. Oliver
Cromwell did not gain control of England by one vote. Parliament dissolved
itself without even taking a vote. On the day King Charles I of England was
sentenced to death, no vote was taken, but 59 commissioners eventually signed
his death warrant. Texas was brought into the Union by a Senate vote of 27 to
25 and a House vote of 132 to 75 and, Adolf Hitler became dictator of the Nazi
Party in 1921, not 1923. And the vote was 553 to 1.

I am not trying to diminish the importance of ONE vote, but the reason we
vote shouldn’t be based solely on whether our vote will sway an election. Here
are three fundamental reasons to vote:

First, it is your duty as a citizen. People who refuse to participate in a society
that is self-governed are neglecting their duty as a citizen. You may not like
your choices. You may not believe your vote will make an impact, but duty and
responsibility should be the focus of the conscientious citizen.

Second, it is important for your family. This generation will leave America in
worse shape than they found it because of a lack of participation in politics and
government. The reason we have a government that campaigns one way and
governs another is because people are not paying attention. Until parents/adults
start taking equity in their government, Americans will get the government they
deserve.

Third, voting does make a difference. The world is ruled by those who show
up. While your ONE vote may not sway an election, collectively voting does
make a difference. Currently 51 million Americans who are eligible to vote are
not on the voter roles. Of those who are registered, less than 50% vote all the
time. The fact is less than a 25% of Americans are making decisions for all of
America. Are you one of them?

GOD BLESS THE USA
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Unopposed Candidates

Y
Stacy Jo Adams Melissa Capps
State Representative District 50 State Auditor and Inspector
Duncan, OK McCloud, OK
Age 51 Age 52
(580) 656-4667 (405) 659-4739
stacyjoadams@oklahoma50.com Cappsforauditor.com

These Candidates were unop-
popsed and did not draw an op-
ponent from any party and will
assume their offices at begin-
ning of the next term (January
1,2027).

.'.....,

79290

Russell Morgan

County Commissioner District 3 B E R’—E—‘ E—E E) RY
Comanche, OK
Age 62
(580) 467-3272
rmorgan@gmail.com

AMERICA

Come Join the Party!
2nd Thursday Each Month

STEPHENS
COUNTY

REPUBLICANS

AGENDA
Meet Candidates
Elected Ofticials Reports
Issue Discussions
Fellowship

Monthly Meeting
Thursday - 7:00 pm
Faith Church

1404 W Main - Duncan
More Info at 580-656-7951

Paid for by the Stephens County Republican Party - Leon Farris, Chairman

Jason Hicks Kreg Murphree
District Attorney County Commissioner District 1
Marlow, OK Marlow, OK
Age 56 Age 64
(580) 255-8726 (580) 860-6873
jhicks869@gmail.com imfreen25@gmail.com

EXODUS 18:21
by Patriot Staff

Overall, incumbent candidates win 95% of the time. Incumbents have the
advantage of name recognition. the leverage to raise money, and an estab-
lished campaign infrastructure. Incumbents win because voters are predis-
posed to choose the status quo versus an unknown quantity. The truth is the
incumbent is the devil they know.

Forty-one (41) sitting legislators in Oklahoma are facing primary chal-
lengers in 2026. That number is up +41% over 2024. Eleven state senators
and thirty state representatives in the Sooner state have primary opponents.
For the first time in a long time, Oklahoma voters will have a choice about
who their legislator will be when they go into the voting booth on June 16th.
Three observations:

First, primaries are healthy. Elected officials/incumbents often are of-
fended someone dared to file for ‘their seat.” But it isn’t ‘their seat.” The seat
belongs to the people. Incumbents should be happy to run on their record.
Having a primary gives them an opportunity to present their positions and
values to their constituents. An elected official who is bitter because some-
one filed against them exhibits attributes that should raise a red flag to voters
(pride/arrogance/selfishness). When voters have alternatives, that is healthy
for the political process.

Second, voters should vet the candidates. Each voter should take the
time to find out about the candidates- incumbents and challengers. Here are
three suggestions on how to do that: (1) Personally ask the candidate what
their position is on issues and their values. This could involve attending an
event or personally contacting the candidate. Some candidates will shield
themselves from the general public. Their gatekeepers are told to keep vot-
ers from gaining access. That should raise a red flag. Find a candidate who
is accessible and willing to tell you their policy position, even if they don’t
agree with you. (2) Research candidates online. You have to be careful
because as Abe Lincoln said, “you can’t believe everything you read on the
Internet.” Recognize most online sources have an agenda and ‘spin’ infor-
mation, but with patience and persistence, a voter can find a great deal out
about a candidate online. (3) Seek out someone you trust for their opinion on
candidates. While that is a lot like letting someone else do your homework,
it’s better than not having a clue when you get in the voting booth.

Third, seek candidates who don’t do groupthink. When an elected official
is so predictable, it looks like they are on ‘autopilot,’ that likely indicates
a lazy approach to thinking. While consistency is the foundation of trust,
being against or for an issue based on completely on personality is political
theatre. Independent-minded, critical thinking leaders challenge the status
quo and base decisions on evidence. Good leaders welcome a divergent per-
spective, are decisive, and are not blindly loyal to a special interest or group.
Elected officials who serve in a legislative body especially need to be able to
collaborate, negotiate, and display exceptional persuasive skills.

With a record number of primary races in the Oklahoma legislature, voters
have a choice. Voters shouldn’t take the incumbent or their challenger at face
value. They should do their due diligence. In Exodus 18:21, Jethro told his
son-in-law Moses to appoint men not covetous, who were competent, trust-
worthy, and God-fearing. Oklahoma primary voters should look for those
same characteristics in candidates on June 16th.

The Stephens County Patriot is published and paid for by
The Stephens County Republican Party, Leon Farris, Chair-
man. Design and layout by Washita Valley Publishing, 3456

North Hwy 81, Duncan, OK 405-320-1539
©2024 All Rights Reserved

WE BELIEVE IN OKLAHOMA
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STATE QUESTION NO. 832
INITIATIVE PETITION NO.
446

This measure amends the Oklahoma Minimum
Wage Act (OMWA) under the Oklahoma
Statutes to increase the state minimum wage.
Employers must pay employees at least $9 per
hour beginning in 2025, increasing $1.50
annually for a final rate of $15 per hour in
2029, Beginning in 2030 and continuing
indefinitely, the minimum wage would
autornatically increase annually based on the
increase in the cost of living, if any, as
measured by the U.S. Depariment of Labor's
Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage
Earners and Clerical Workers; the minimum
wage increase would continue with any
successor agency or index. Such increase
would also not require approval from
Congress or the Oklahoma Legislature, This
measure eliminates several exemptions in the
current OMWA, including the exemptions for
employers subject to the federal Fair Labor
Standards Act; part-time employees; certain
students and individuals under age 18; farm
and agricultural workers; domestic service
workers; newspaper vendors or carriers; and
feedstore employees. Effectively, eliminating
these exemptions results in current employees
not covered by the OMWA now being entitled
o the minimum wage. The measure also
repeals title 40, section 197.5.

Federal and state employees will not be
coverad under the OMWA. Volunteers;
employers with ten or fewer employees and
grossing $100,000 or less; some employees of
carriers engaged in interstate commerce;
employees working in a bona fide executive,
administrative, or professional capacity;
outside salesmen; and reserve deputy sheriffs
will remain excluded from the OMWA's
coverage. Because counties, municipalities,
and school districts are not excluded, a fiscal
impact on the State will result, possibly
necessitating a revenue increase by new
taxes or elimination of existing services. The
measure will be effective the January 1
following approval and will not apply
retroactively,

Shall the proposal be approved?

[—JFOR THE PROPOSAL -
YES

[JAGAINST THE
PROPOSAL - NO
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