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By Terry Allen, FWBN Columnist 
 

An engaged, standing-room au-
dience filled The Dock Bookshop 
Saturday evening for an extraordi-
nary conversation with award-
winning actress, trailblazing sports 
broadcaster, and cultural icon Jayne 
Kennedy, centered on her new mem-
oir, Plain Jayne. 
Held from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 

p.m., the evening unfolded as both a 
literary event and a historic commu-
nity moment. 
During her on-stage conversa-

tion with Dionne Anglin  and her pri-
vate talk with FWBN Columnist Ter-
ry Allen and Executive Director of 
Taste of the South, Inc. (City Men 
Cook), Kennedy revealed that she 
was the first actress offered the role 
of Claire Huxtable on The Cosby 
Show - a revelation that drew audible 
response from the audience and re-
framed long-held narratives about 
opportunity, timing, and representa-
tion in television history. 
Kennedy also spoke candidly 

about the entertainment industryôs 
rigid beauty standards, recalling how 

her knees were once labeled ñtomboy 
knees,ò and how such commentary 
underscored the scrutiny Black wom-
en endured - often unrelated to talent 
or performance. 
One of the eveningôs most pow-

erful reflections came when Kennedy 
cited a defining moment of inspira-
tion: hearing a famous actress declare 
that every film she produced would 
include African American women 
behind the scenes. Kennedy empha- 
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