JEFF PLACE SPORTS 2A FOOTBALL REPORT


Thursday, Oct. 29, 2026
DISTRICT 1 (5 Teams)
NORTHWEST CONFERENCE
T
he top three teams in the league are among the best in the state. There are several state titles between them, including the past five in-a-row. (Lynden, Anacortes, Archbishop Murphy.)
This Thursday, Lynden and Archbishop Murphy meet in what could decide the league championship – or it may not.
Murphy, who will find out if their QB is eligible to play today, has been off the past two weeks with no games played since their 24-17 non-league contest victory against 1A Lynden Christian (3-0, 6-2) back on October 8.  
Currently, it appears they may forfeit their first three league wins the QB was involved in which would give Bellingham, (who lost 55-15), Sehome (who lost 55-14) and Burlington-Edison (who lost 28-22) wins. ATM’s lone NWC win would be against Squalicum (51-7) in which the QB didn’t play. (Murphy’s loss to Anacortes on Sept. 18 (48-47) wouldn’t change since the Seahawks won.)
If the forfeits hold up, there could be a five--way playoff for two post-season berths depending on what happens in games played tonight. However, Murphy would have to win to force a five-way playoff.
The teams involved include Squalicum, Sultan, Sehome and Lakewood along with Murphy if they beat Lynden. There are several scenarios in play for that to happen.
However, if they forfeit and lose, they would be out. 
If the forfeits are over-ruled, it would be Lynden, Anacortes, Archbishop Murphy, Burlington-Edison, Squalicum into the post-season.
NORTHWEST CONFERENCE STANDINGS
The Standings are without the potential forfeits by ATM.
Five teams will advance into next week’s Round of 32.
*Lynden	7	0	7	1	342	106
*Anacortes	7	1	7	1	381	153
AB Murphy	4	1	5	1	260	123
*B-Edison	4	3	5	3	242	192
Squalicum	3	4	3	5	161	235
Sultan	2	4	3	5	183	237	
Sehome	2	5	2	6	157	314	
Bellingham	1	6	2	6	143	319	
Lakewood	0	6	1	7	153	306	
Marysville-Pil.	0	0	1	7	
*Qualified for the Round of 32.

Head -to-Head Notes:
** Squalicum beat Sehome 27-0, Sultan 20-17, Lakewood 42-22. Did not play Bellingham.
**Sultan beat Bellingham 38-24, Sehome 31-21. Lost to Squalicum.
**Sehome beat Lakewood 35-27 and Bellingham 46-7.
**Bellingham’s win was against Lakewood 23-12.

THIS WEEK’S GAMES
Thur. 10-28-26
Lynden (7-0, 7-1) at Archbishop Murphy (Everett) (4-1, 5-1), 7PM
Lynden has won five games in-a-row since they lost to rival 3A Ferndale (6-2-0) 35-28 in week 3 (Sept. 18) and have a solid roadblock in the defending 2A state champions.
The Lions, who beat Anacortes 41-26 back on October 9 will clinch the league title with a win over the Wildcats. 
“ATM is a very solid team, and it will be a very competitive environment, stated Lynden coach, Blake VanDalen. “Typical NWC gauntlet again this year.”
Last week, the Lions survived a scare against surging Squalicum, winning 35-32. Two blocked extra points by senior DE/TE Lincoln Van Ry and a stop on a two-point conversion was the margin of victory.
Lions QB, Austin Postma (Jr.) and RB, Dawson VanDalen (Sr.), combined for 284 rushing yards in the win.
OTHER GAMES
Burlington-Edison (4-3, 5-3) at Sehome (2-5, 2-6), 5PM
Squalicum (3-4, 3-5) at Bellingham (1-6, 2-6) 8PM.
Lakewood (0-6, 1-7) at Sultan 2-4, 3-5), 7PM
Anacortes (7-1) has a bye this week.

AROUND THE STATE
EVCO CONFERENCE
Top-rated Tumwater ( 2-0, 8-0) is coming off a short week (Won Monday over Black Hills 67-6), and the unexpected passing away of assistant coach, Paul Snow (after the Aberdeen game on Sat., Oct 17), in a battle for first place in the EVCO.
They travel to Chehalis to play unbeaten WF West (2-0, 8-0) on Friday.
“They are extremely explosive with their quarterback, (junior Wyatt Hoffman) being the catalyst,” states T-Bird head coach, Willie Garrow. “He’s a great athlete, throws it well, but his legs have created a ton of big plays for them over the past month.”
“He’s a dual-threat player,” adds Bearcat head coach, Dan Hill. “He’s one of the best quarterbacks in 2A football in my opinion.”
Hoffman has ran for 519 yards on 63 carries (8.3 average) while scoring 10 TDs. He has completed 73% of his passes for 1,602 yards, 24 TD and 5 interceptions.
West’s defense has also been a key, giving up only 10 touchdowns over 8 games when the varsity defense is on the field.
Tumwater, which has been very impressive so far, but their coach warns, improvement is still needed.
“We’re playing decent football,” says Garrow adding, “Our kids and coaches are continuing to work the process of trying to improve and raise the bar each week in the way we prepare and execute.”
He added the commitment level of the kids and coaches have in the program is the thing that helps the T-Birds have a chance in the post-season. “Their work ethic is second to none year-round.”
Hill also has respect for Tumwater.
“Their run game is impressive as it always is,” he says. “They put a ton of pressure on a defense to defend all gaps and sideline to sideline every play.”
“It will be a fast, physical game by two of the best teams in the state, an awesome environment and game,” Hill said.
The last time WF West beat Tumwater was in 2022.
SPSL Match-Up
Orting (5-1, 7-1) at Eatonville (4-2, 6-2), Thurs. 6PM.
The previously unbeaten Cardinals lost to Franklin Pierce (5-1, 6-2) last week 48-21. The Crusaders have won three-in-a-row including beating Franklin-Pierce 34-26 two weeks ago.
Four teams from the SPSL will make the post-season and the 5th place team will play the Olympic League number 5 for the 9th playoff berth.
CWAC UPDATE
Selah (6-1, 7-1) hosts East Valley (6-1, 7-1) Thursday at 7PM. 
The Vikings who lost 14-10 last week at Prosser and the Red Devils have both qualified for the Round of 32. The winner will obviously get the higher seed.
The CWAC 4th place team should be Othello (4-3, 4-4) who hosts Toppenish (3-4, 4-4).
For Ephrata (4-3, 4-4) to become the fourth playoff team, they need to beat Prosser (who is missing two key starters due to injury – including stalwart senior, Korbyn Hopwood.) Plus, Toppenish needs to beat Othello.
If Othello wins, they advance due to their 14-13 victory over Ephrata back in September no matter what the Tigers do.
Week of 32 Playoff Berths
District 1 – 5 Berths
Lynden, Anacortes, Burlington-Edison are in. Archbishop Muphy, Squalicum, Sultan, Sehome, Bellingham and Lakewood in the mix.
District 2 – 4 Berths
TBD
District 3 – 9 Berths
SPSL 4 Berths, Oly League 4 Berths. Fifth place teams play for ninth spot.
SPSL: Franklin Pierce, Orting are in. Fife, Eatonville and Washington will make it but one will be the fifth-place team depending on this week’s outcomes.
Olympic: North Kitsap (5-1) and Olympic (5-1) are in. Bainbridge, North Mason,  Bremerton will complete the five teams. Bremerton (4-2) is at Olympic on Friday. North Mason (4-2) is at Bainbridge (4-2).
District 4 – 7 Berths
The top 2 teams from each of the three Pods will make the post-season. The third-place teams from each Pod would play in a Kansas tie-breaker for the 7th spot. Unless they beat the other two teams in head-to-head.
Appears to be Tumwater, WF West, Woodland and Ridgefield, Washougal and Hockinson.
In the Mix: Black Hills, Aberdeen, Mark Morris and Columbia River/Hudson’s Bay.
District 5 – 4 Berths
Prosser, Selah, East Valley and either Othello or Ephrata.
District 6 – 3 Berths
West Valley of Spokane is in. Rogers, Pullman, East Valley are in the mix. Possibly Clarkston if they beat EV.

RECORD-BREAKING PERFORMANCE
Anacortes quarterback, Ryan Harrington, had a state-record 704 passing yards and tied with 10 passing TDs in the Seahawks’ 68-20 win over Sehome last week.
“He’s as good of a player I’ve ever seen or coached,” state AC head coach, Justin Portz. “He leadership, character and all of the intangibles are off the charts.”
The veteran coach also added Harrington’s physical skills “Are off the charts,” explaining he has incredible physical skills and +++ arm talent.
“His processing speed and decision making are elite and his ability to escape pressure and make things happen with his legs are something that surprises people.”
“Harrington is a matchup nightmare for teams,” Portz states adding, “All of Washington 2A football will celebrate his graduation later this school year.
Harrington’s stats include completing 176 of 297 passes for 3,030 yards, 37 TD’s and just 3 interceptions. He has 550 yards rushing on 58 carries and 8 scores on the ground.
Harrigton‘s main receiver, Andre Carter has 52 catches for 940 yards and 11 TDs.

RATING THE CONTENDERS
TEAM 	W	L	PF	PA
Tumwater	8	0	423 - 56
WF West

Lynden
Anacortes
Archbishop Murphy

Prosser
Selah
East Valley – Y

West Valley – S

Norh Kitsap
Olympic

Orting
Franklin Pierce
Eatonville

