THE
VIOLINS
OF
HOPE

The Violins of Hope are a collection of
restored instruments played by Jewish
musicians during the Holocaust. These
instruments have survived concentration
camps, pogroms and many long journeys
to tell remarkable stories of injustice,
suffering, resilience, survival and hope.
Violinmakers Amnon and Avshalom (Avshi)
Weinstein, father and son, have devoted the
last 20 years to locating and restoring the
violins of the Holocaust as a tribute to those
who were lost, including 400 of their own
relatives. The Violins of Hope collection
includes over 60 violins that the Weinsteins
have restored. These violins are now played
in concert halls, exhibited in museums and
used to educate people of all faiths and
ages all over the world.

Amnon and Avshi Weinstein
Founders, Violins of Hope
“Since the Shoah, when (the) Jewish Cultural
world was eradicated, I seek out the remaining
sliver of culture; dusty violins in thousands of
pieces and I renew their lives as I repair and
renovate them, piecing them together and cleaning
them so that they may play their lively tunes once
again. So I discover violins wearing the Star
of David, engraved deeply within their wood,
and immediately I hear the notes of childhood
memories. And even if Jewish violinists have
disappeared, I try to promise to them that their
legacy will be born again as the notes are played.”

– Amnon Weinstein

ARIZONA CONNECTIONS
Storch Violin
This violin belonged to the Katzenstein family
of Hamburg, Germany. The violin was played
by Daniel Storch’s grandmother, Elsa, and his
mother, Ruth.
Daniel’s grandfather,
Paul Katzenstein, was
a prominent physician and violist in the
Jewish community.
Paul’s wife, Elsa, was an
accomplished violinist.
Shortly after Kristallnacht, on January 10,
1939, Daniel’s mother
Ruth (11 years old at
the time) was sent on
a Kindertransport to
Antwerp. A Christian
family cared for her
there until the family
could send for her and bring her safely to the
United States.
The Katzenstein family owned two violins and one
viola but they had to sell these, along with other
valuables, to acquire money to immigrate to the
United States. Only one violin made the trip with
them. This violin is the only remembrance that
Daniel Storch has of his grandmother, Elsa and his
mother, Ruth. It will be on display at the Scottsdale Center for the Performing Arts as part of the
Violins of Hope exhibition.

The Gerda Weissmann
Klein & Kurt Klein Story
Gerda Weissmann (Klein) was born in 1924 in a part of
Poland that was part of the Austrian empire before WWI.
In 1939, at age 15, her life was changed forever when
German troops invaded her home in Bielsko, Poland.
After being forced to live in the basement of her childhood home for nearly three years, Gerda was separated
from her parents. She then spent the next three years in
a succession of slave-labor and concentration camps. In
January 1945, she was forced to walk in a 350-mile death
march along with 2000 other women. The march ended
in May 1945 and fewer than 120 of the 2,000 women were
still living when they were liberated by American soldiers.

Gerda Weissmann Klein

Kurt Klein

One of the American liberators was a German-born Jew
named Kurt Klein. Klein, who was born in Walldorf,
Germany, was sent to live in the United States when he
was 16 years old. His parents, who remained behind in
Germany, were sent to Auschwitz, where they perished.
Klein was a lieutenant and intelligence officer in the
U.S. Army. He discovered a small group of concentration
camp survivors in a bicycle factory in Czechloslovakia.
That group included Gerda Weissman, who later
became his wife.
Gerda Weissmann Klein has written 10
books including her much acclaimed
autobiographical account of the Holocaust, All But My Life (1957). In 2008,
she founded Citizenship Counts, a
nonprofit organization that champions the value and responsibilities of
American citizenship. On February 15,
2011, in recognition of her life’s work,
President Obama awarded her the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor.

STORIES OF THE
Zimermann-Krongold
Violin, Warsaw, 1924
Yaacov Zimermann was one
of the first Jewish violin
makers in Warsaw. Shimon
Krongold was a wealthy
industrialist there and
an amateur violinist, who
ordered a violin made by
Zimermann. Zimermann
made him a fine instrument with a lovely Star of
David inlaid on the back.
Inside the violin he glued
a label in Yiddish: “I made
this violin for my loyal
friend Shimon Krongold,
Yaacov Zimermann,
Warsaw, 1924.”

Heil Hitler Violin
This is a non-distinguished instrument that was
owned by a Jewish musician who needed a minor
repair job done in 1936. The musician brought it
to a violinmaker who secretly opened the violin and
inscribed a swastika and the words: “Heil Hitler,
1936.” The musician played on this violin for many
years, unaware of the inscription the violinmaker
had left.
The violin was bought by
an American violinmaker
in Washington DC. When
he opened the violin, he
was absolutely astonished
to discover what was written
inside. His first instinct was
to burn the instrument,
but on a second thought
he contacted the Weinsteins and donated it to the
Violins of Hope project.
Today it is a part of the
collection, but it will not be
repaired or played—ever.

Auschwitz
Violin
This instrument was originally
owned by an inmate who
played in the men’s orchestra
at the concentration camp in
Auschwitz—and survived.
Abraham Davidowitz, who fled
Poland to Russia in 1939, later
returned to post-war Germany
and worked for the Joint near
Munich, Germany, helping displaced Jews living in
DP (Displaced People) camps.
One day, a man approached Abraham and offered
him his violin. Abraham paid $50 for the violin,
hoping that his little son, Freddy, would play it
when he grew up.
Many years later Freddy heard about the Violins
of Hope project and donated his instrument.
Since then, this violin has been restored to perfect
condition, to be played by the best musicians in
concerts all over the world.

VIOLINS OF HOPE
Henry Brender Violin
The violin of Henry
Brender was like an
extension of his body
and soul. It was a
witness to the history of
a prodigal young boy
who grew up in Romania
and studied music in
world famous academies in Vienna and Budapest
until World War II.
During the war, Henry was sent to a hard labor camp
but managed to escape, along with his violin. He
survived the war and became a successful soloist with
the Bucharest Philharmonic. However, life under the
communist government of Romania was tough. Henry
was detained and imprisoned for six months and was
later expelled from the orchestra for trying to immigrate to Israel. In 1960, Henry finally arrived in Israel
where he found a position as violinist with the Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra. He played with this orchestra
until his retirement in 1985.

Feivel Wininger Violin
Feivel Wininger lived in Romania with his elderly
parents, his wife and baby daughter, Helen. In
October 1941, Feivel and thousands of other Jews
were deported by train to the Ukrainian ghetto of
Shargorod. A famous judge, who was an amateur
violinist, recognized Feivel as the gifted child-violinist
he knew years ago and gave him his Italian Amati
violin. Many years later, in Israel, Helen brought her
father’s violin to be repaired in the Weinstein’s
workshop in Tel Aviv. Upon hearing this incredible
story, the Weinsteins repaired the violin and since
then, it has been a part of Violins of Hope.

Violin from Lyon,
France, made in
Germany around 1900
In July 1942, thousands of Jews were arrested in
Paris and sent by cattle trains to concentration
camps in the East, most of them to Auschwitz. On
one of the packed trains was a man holding a violin.
When the train stopped somewhere in France,
the man heard voices of the
men who were working on
the railways. The man in the
train cried out: “In the place
where I now go – I don’t
need a violin. Here, take my
violin so it may live!”
The man threw his violin out
of the narrow window and a
French worker picked it up
and saved it. Years later when
the worker passed away, his
children found the abandoned violin in the attic.
They went to a local violin maker in the South of
France to sell the violin and told him the story they
heard from their father. The French violinmaker
heard about the Violins of Hope and donated the
instrument to be part of the collection.

HOLOCAUST

1939–194

Before 1933

Life before the Holocaust

World War I (1914–1918) devastated Europe and created new countries.
The years that followed saw the continent struggle to recover from the death
or injury of tens of millions of soldiers and civilians, as well as catastrophic
damage to property and industry. In 1933, over 9 million Jews lived in Europe
(1.7% of the total population)—working and raising families in the harsh
reality of the worldwide economic depression. German Jews numbered about
500,000 or less than 1% of the national population.

1933–1938
Following the appointment of Adolf Hitler
as German chancellor on January 30, 1933,
the Nazi state (also referred to as the Third
Reich) quickly became a regime in which
citizens had no guaranteed basic rights.
The Nazi rise to power brought an end to
the Weimar Republic, the German parliamentary democracy established after World
War I. In 1933, the regime established the
first concentration camps, imprisoning its
political opponents, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and others classified as
“dangerous.” Extensive propaganda was
used to spread the Nazi Party’s racist goals
and ideals. During the first six years of
Hitler’s dictatorship, German Jews felt the
effects of more than 400 decrees and regulations that restricted all aspects of their
public and private lives.

TIMELINE
SOURCE: U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum
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The Holocaust took place in the broader
context of World War II. On September
1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland. Over
the next year, Nazi Germany and its allies
conquered much of Europe. German officials confiscated Jewish property, in many
places required Jews to wear identifying
armbands, and established ghettos and
forced-labor camps. In June 1941, Germany
turned on its ally, the Soviet Union. Often
drawing on local civilian and police
support, Einsatzgruppen (mobile killing
units) followed
the German army
and carried out
mass shootings as
it advanced into
Soviet lands. Gas
vans also appeared
on the eastern front
in late fall 1941.

Child saved
from Auschwitz

After 1945

1942–1945
In a period marked by intense fighting on both the eastern and western
fronts of World War II, Nazi Germany also intensified its pursuit of the
“Final Solution.” These years saw systematic deportations of millions of
Jews to increasingly efficient killing centers using poisonous gas. By the
end of the war in spring 1945, as the Germans and their Axis partners were
pushed back on both fronts, Allied troops uncovered the full extent of
crimes committed during the Holocaust.

By May 1945, the Germans and
their collaborators had murdered
six million European Jews as part
of a systematic plan of genocide—
the Holocaust. When Allied troops
entered the concentration camps,
they discovered piles of corpses,
bones, and human ashes—testimony
to Nazi mass murder. Soldiers also
found thousands of survivors—Jews
and non-Jews—suffering from
starvation and disease. For survivors,
the prospect of rebuilding their lives
was daunting. With few possibilities
for emigration, tens of thousands of
homeless Holocaust survivors were
housed in displaced persons (DP)
camps. In the following years,
many international and domestic
courts conducted trials of accused
war criminals.

Holocaust survivors

Auschwitz kids

THE IMPORTANCE OF
THE VIOLIN AND MUSIC
IN THE HOLOCAUST
“Music connects us to history in
a way we can relate to, and that’s
particularly true of the violins, just
thinking about the role the violins
played during the Holocaust makes
us shiver as we feel, think and
identify with the victims. Music has
the power to heal and to shine a light
on the need for greater tolerance
and compassion among all people.”
— Avshi Weinstein

The violin formed an important aspect of Jewish
culture for centuries, both as a popular instrument
with classical Jewish musicians and as a central factor
of social life, as in the Klezmer tradition. During the
Holocaust, the violin assumed extraordinary roles
within the Jewish community and even in the ghettos.
For some musicians, the instrument was a liberator;
for others, it was a savior that spared their lives. Above
all, the violins of the Holocaust represented strength
and optimism for the future.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF MUSIC TODAY
Today, music is an
integral part of our
lives and of American
culture. It has a voice
and it speaks to us in
many ways. Whether
you are happy, sad,
stressed out, studying,
hanging out, there’s
probably music playing.
There is something about listening to music or
playing it with other people that makes you feel
connected to those around you. The more we use
music to bring us together, the more potential for
increased empathy, social connection and cooperation. Without music, life would be missing an
important voice; one that always has the right
words.

BE AN ALLY. TAKE ACTION. STOP BULLYING.
(Source ADL)

Support targets, whether
you know them or not.
Show compassion and encouragement to those who
are the targets of bullying behavior by asking if they’re
okay, going with them to get help and letting them
know you are there for them. Ask what else you can do
and make sure they know they’re not alone.

Don’t participate.
This is a really easy way to be an ally because it
doesn’t require you to actually do anything, just to not
do certain things—like laugh, stare or cheer for the bad
behavior. By refusing to join in when name-calling and
bullying occur, you are sending a message that the
behavior is not funny and you are not okay with treating people that way. The next step is to speak up and
try to put a stop to the hurtful behavior.

Tell aggressors to stop.
If it feels safe, stand tall and tell the person behaving
badly to cut it out. You can let them know you don’t
approve on the spot or later during a private moment.
Whenever you do it, letting aggressors know how
hurtful it is to be bullied may cause them to think twice
before picking on someone again.

Inform a trusted adult.
Sometimes you may need extra help to stop the
bullying. It’s important to tell an adult who you trust
so that this person can be an ally to you as well as
the target. Getting someone out of trouble is never
“tattling” or “snitching.” So don’t think twice—reach
out to a parent, teacher, guidance counselor, coach or
someone else who will get involved.

Get to know people
instead of judging them.
Appreciate people for who they are and don’t judge
them based on their appearance. You may even find
that they’re not so different from you after all.

Be an ally online.
Bullying happens online and through the use of cell
phones. Looking at mean web pages and forwarding
hurtful messages is just like laughing at someone or
spreading rumors in person. It is just as hurtful, even
if you can’t see the other person’s face. All the rules
above are just as important to follow when texting or
emailing. So online and offline—do your part to be an
ally to others.

RECOGNIZING DANGEROUS SPEECH

THE RISE OF
RISE OF ANTI-SEMITISM
On October 27, 2018, a man armed with a semiautomatic
assault-style rifle stormed the Tree of Life synagogue in
Pittsburgh. He shot worshipers during Shabbat services,
killing 11 and wounding six in the deadliest attack on
Jews in the history of the United States. Authorities
immediately labeled this massacre a hate crime.
Violence and harassment of Jewish people and institutions is on the rise (see chart) as are hate crimes in the
United States. According to the FBI, there were more
than 1000 additional hates crimes reported in 2017
compared to a year earlier. The Anti-Defamation League
(ADL) reported that Anti-Semitic incidents in the U.S.
rose 57% compared to 2016. This is the largest singleyear increase on record and the second highest number
reported since the ADL started tracking data in 1979.

SOURCE Anti-Defamation League
USA TODAY
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SINCE THE HOLOCAUST, WE RIGHTLY SAY, “NEVER AGAIN,”
BUT GENOCIDE IS STILL HAPPENING IN OUR WORLD TODAY.
“TEN STAGES OF GENOCIDE” is a model for how a society can engage in
genocide. Genocide cannot be committed by an individual or small group; rather, it
takes the cooperation of a large number of people and the state. The genocidal process
starts with prejudice that continues to grow.
Stage 1
CLASSIFICATION
The differences between people are not
respected. There’s a division of “us” and
“them” which can be carried out using
stereotypes or excluding people who
are perceived to be different.

Stage 2
SYMBOLIZATION
There is a visual manifestation of hatred.
Jews in Nazi occupied Europe were forced to
wear the yellow Star of David. In Cambodia,
the Khmer Rouge forced people from the
Eastern Zone to wear blue scarves.

Stage 3
DISCRIMINATION
The dominant group denies civil rights
or even citizenship to identified groups.
The 1935 Nuremburg laws stripped Jews of
their German citizenship, made it illegal
for them to do many jobs or to marry
German non-Jews.

Stage 4
DEHUMANIZATION
Those viewed as different are treated
with no form of human rights or personal
dignity. During the Rwanda Genocide,
Tutus were referred to as
“cockroaches.”

Stage 5
ORGANIZATION
Stage 10
DENIAL
The perpetrators or later generations deny the existence of any crime.
Evidence is destroyed and witnesses
are intimidated. There has been an
increase in Holocaust denial online
in recent years.

Stage 7
PREPARATION
Stage 8
PERSECUTION
Victims are identified because of their
ethnicity or religion and death lists are
drawn up. People are segregated into
ghettos, are deported or starved and
their property is taken away.
Genocidal massacres begin.

Perpetrators plan the genocide. They
often use euphemism such as the Nazi’s
phrase, “The Final Solution” to cloak their
intentions. Acts of genocide are disguised as
self defense if there is an ongoing armed
conflict or civil war, such as in Bosnia.

Stage 6
POLARIZATION
Propaganda is spread by hate groups.
The Nazis used the newspaper, Der
Sturmer, to spread and incite messages
of hate about Jewish people.

Stage 9
EXTERMINATION
The hate group murders their identified
victims in a deliberate and systematic
campaign of violence. Millions of lives
have been destroyed or changed
beyond recognition through
genocide.

Genocides are always planned. Regimes
of hatred often train people to do their
bidding. The Sudanese Government
supports and arms the Janjaweed
(Arab militia) in Darfur to carry out
violence and killings.

Genocide never just happens. There is always a set of circumstances which occur or are created to build the climate
in which genocide can take place. These stages may occur
simultaneously or in a different order.
SOURCE: Based on the research of Dr. Gregory H. Stanton; genocidewatch.com. Image based on Holocaust Memorial Day Trust diagram

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT
1. If you suddenly had to leave home, what would you take with you in one suitcase?
2. What is the importance of having and giving hope?
3. What role does music play in your life?
4. How does music help individuals during difficult moments?
5. Why do I belong to a specific group, and how does this impact my identity?
6. How does a society decide who belongs and who does not?
7. What would you do if you witnessed someone being bullied?
8. How were the Nazis able to target and murder an entire group of people?
9. What were the steps involved in the Nazis’ genocide of the Jewish people?
10. What does it mean to resist?
11. What are the many ways Jews used music to resist Nazi tyranny during the Holocaust?
12. Why do you think genocide is still happening in our world today?
violinsofhopephoenix.com
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