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The Functions of Light

► Composition
► Visibility
► Modeling
► Focus
► Information
► Mood



The 6 Functions of Light

► Composition – The stage picture 
revealed by the lighting



The 6 Functions of Light

► Visibility - The responsibility of the 
designer to provide enough light 
to reveal the image on stage to 
the  audience.



The Functions of Light

► Modeling - The use of high light 
and shadow, and direction to 
reveal the three dimensional form 
of the performer.



The Functions of Light

► Focus – The responsibility of the 
designer to tell the audience 
where to look.



The Functions of Light

► Information - The use of light to 
establish the time of day, the 
season, and the location of the 
play's action.



The Functions of Light

► Mood - The reflection of the 
ever changing emotional 
content of the play. 



The 6 Qualities of Light

► Intensity
► Color
► Angle or Direction
► Coverage / Distribution
► Texture
► Movement



Quality or Controllable Properties 
of Light

► Intensity - The amount of light 
reflected by the performer 
and the background.



Quality or Controllable Properties 
of Light

► Color - The color of the light 
reflected by the performer 
and the background.



Quality or Controllable Properties 
of Light

► Angle or Direction - The 
direction (or angle) of the light 
determines how the people 
and objects on the stage are 
illuminated and viewed. 



Quality or Controllable Properties 
of Light

► Coverage / Distribution - The 
distribution of light determines 
which part (or parts) of the 
stage will be lit.



Quality or Controllable Properties 
of Light

► Texture - Texture is the quality of 
the light-- its diffusion or clarity. 
Does it have a soft edge or is it 
hard edged? Is the field of the 
light smooth, diffuse, or is it 
heavily textured?



Quality or Controllable Properties 
of Light

► Movement - Movement is 
any change or appearance of 
change in the intensity, color, 
direction, distribution, or texture 
of the light. Such a change is a 
light cue.



The relationship between the functions 
and the properties of light!

► Visibility is determined by 
the intensity, color, 
and direction of the light.



The relationship between the functions 
and the properties of light!

► Focus is determined by 
the intensity, 
color and distribution of the 
light.

►



The relationship between the functions 
and the properties of light!

► Modeling is determined by 
the direction and color of the 
light.



The relationship between the functions 
and the properties of light!

► Information is presented by 
the intensity, color, direction.



The relationship between the functions 
and the properties of light!

► Mood, or tone or style, is 
determined by 
the intensity, color, direction, 
and distribution.



The relationship between the functions 
and the properties of light!

► Composition is the end 
product of the lighting design 
and is derived from all the 
other functions.
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Lighting
Angles!



Lighting Angles!

► Front
► Straight front (single front light)
► 45 deg Front light (2 front lights)
► Steep Front



Lighting Angles!

► Side
► High side (Pipe end or Distributed)
► Head High (7’ to 8’ from stage)
► Mids (3’ to 4’ from stage)
► Shins (1’ from stage)



Lighting Angles!

► Box Boom position is a combination 
of Front and Side light. 
► It is quite useful to have lights in the BB that are the 

same color as your High side system, especially if 
you have a deep apron with no lighting position 
over it.



Lighting Angles!

► Down or Top
► High Back
► Low Back
► Up light (using footlights or flashlight)



Paperwork!
MAGIC SHEETS, SOFTPATCH, LIGHT CUE SHEETS, LIGHT CUE CHANNEL  LEVELS
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