
Notes by RBD made during meeting - to just confirm 
Discussion with CF - February 11. 2011 

1. Who do we work for? If we decide to build something (and if necessary get Prov. approval) 
 Trails can be built anywhere without CF or DoS approval but Prov., approval needed as 
usual. Otherwise this question sort of met with a blank. Trust we will stay in touch and so 
anything of any size would be known or discussed 

a. Do we clear work with CF or DoS or anyone? Or should we bother at all? 
b. What person takes the responsibility for giving the OK? 
c. What form does approval take? Can we just give notice of intent (and Prov. position) 

and proceed or do we need confirmation back? If the latter what form and what 
process. Any other criteria? 

d. Do these rules apply to just within the HG or in the SHF too or outside of both for the 
work the CF wants to the northeast. 

Michael should take chain saw course to comply with some SF rules and Kevin to advise 
if/how course available. 

2. Insurance issue -  
a. Currently have been working on basis of: 

i. SHF - SHCA agreement with DoS (must find or get from them) that dates back 
to when they got control from Province and we to work under Parks approval 
(given very broad powers as in small parks in Sandy Hook too) 

ii. HG - relying on SHCA and Society Act provisions plus homeowners plus care in 
not building overly dangerous parts and addressing safety issues soonest. 

iii. Outside of both - no thoughts at this point but in retrospect we have worked in 
areas outside of HG near power lines, etc. already. 

b. Not practical for current SHCA to buy liability insurance and under current setup they 
are the only ones who could buy a policy in SHCA name. It is much less costly (maybe 
free with a good broking job) or less difficult to add on the activities of volunteer trail 
builders by endorsement to any existing policies. (also include the society involved - 
SHCA or whoever) 

i. CF policy - some doubt regarding SHF 
ii. DoS - do they want HG and outside especially if outside includes areas outside 

DoS. 
iii. Best to go on both.  

Kevin agreed to speak to both DoS and CF persons to clarify and see that Committee is 
added as additional insureds or advise accordingly soonest. Noted later that such 
extension may have to apply to new society in place of SHCA Committee. 
3. Hidden Grove areas jobs/projects involving CF: 

a. Trails outside of HG to someplace 
i. Maps to show route - preferred loop 

 - Brian to develop and advise but maybe after survey with Michael along. Signage and map 
requirement will be advised too. 
- would like handicap trail component in outside educational loop if at all possible and if that is 
led to by the HG handicap trail then funds would flow to both. 
- Brian to research Section 56 vs. 57 situation but advised that at this time might seriously 
affect CF ability to help HG. 
 
HG things (some just advising but some need discussion or effort by CF or DoS) including: 
probable new society, extended parking (Kevin felt he could get some material), main entrance 
trail (Michael to do plan of some sort and get to Kevin to get going on this), handicap trail 
assistance - will see, benches 
 

 

Bob
Text Box
Just for good order - sort of - please find attached a rough out of notes from our meeting on the 12th.
In addition please note for the record that "we" are forming a separate society and the name "Sechelt Groves Society" has been approved. Constitution and bylaws in process to submit to Victoria. SHCA advised and they are on side and understand need for charitable status. So please read the attached notes with this in mind.
Am holding off further approaches for funds including Rotary approach until at least the new society is approved and maybe until Fed. charitable status approved.
Bob D'Arcy Chair,    Hidden Groves Steering Committee



To anyone interested in our Heritage Forests: 
The efforts to work on Sechelt Heritage Forest and Hidden Grove have been spun off (Very amiably) from 
the Sandy Hook Community Association and a new Society has been formed - SECHELT GROVES 
SOCIETY. See the new website 
 
The new Society will be proceeding with all the projects of the prior Committee including targeting for the 
handicap trail in 2011. Needless to say, all the projects take money and we are embarking on several 
initiatives to raise it. Aside from grant applications YOU can help: 
 
Become a Member - we have several levels of membership and it is easy to complete a form and pay online 
by credit card. Just go to http://secheltgroves.com/join.html 
 
Donate - again, easy to do on line at http://secheltgroves.com/donate.html 
 
We have applied to Revenue Canada for status to issue tax deduction receipts and we will keep you posted 
on this. There will not be a tax receipt for an ordinary annual membership in any event - just a membership 
card so, to repeat, Join Now 
 
Before we can apply to Revenue Canada we need to have a General meeting. You will receive and email of 
notice and it will be posted on the website. Everyone will be welcome but only those who are members at 
least 10 days prior to the meeting may vote on anything (Bylaws!). 
 
If you would prefer to print out a membership form and send it in see below.  
We encourage you to print out some and give to your friends too. 

 
DON'T FORGET - STAY POSTED AT http://secheltgroves.com/ 
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Robert D'Arcy

From: Robert D'Arcy <rdarcy@dccnet.com>
Sent: March-04-11 2:16 PM
To: Michael Davidson (pacidavi@gmail.com)
Subject: Groves News

A few small bits just to keep you posted.
1. Today my cheque at the BC Government was cashed - this is a good sign and usually means the application is
approved. We will see.
2. Take your time but please review the new site athttp://secheltgroves.com/  It still needs work but it is nearly there.
3. I have also worked to revise the current hiddengrove site but do not want to post anything revised until the
secheltgroves one launches. The hiddegrove one will still have a home page for announcements particular to it, the
work page just 2011 grove pictures, no documents, and, of course, a new heading at the top.
4. I am working on the Federal app but it cannot be done until the Provincial stuff is here and we have a General
Meeting.
5.  I need you to think who all should come to such a General  meeting (and it will cost them $10 since they have to be
members to participate). It needs to formally inaugurate the Society and elect a board, agree on banking and fiscal year
stuff.

My list so far is:
Me
Michael
Gertrude,
two from SHCA (get Kirk to advise but suggest Rupert and Gray)
the work party members:

�x Ray Fitch
�x Ken Hall
�x Louis Janke
�x Peter Jordi
�x Jerry Kinmont
�x Mike Lane
�x Norm Towle
�x Brian Smart
�x Danielle Stephens
�x Mike Sutcliffe
�x Damien Wallbank
�x Gray Waddell
�x Rupert Clark

Linda Williams
Lynne Forest
Karen Carlye
Bula Hess
Heather Waddell
Tela Sametz
Jack and Marilyn
Marilyn Jares
John Bebbington - now living in SH by the way
Norm and Julie Towle

mailto:rdarcy@dccnet.com
mailto:pacidavi@gmail.com
http://secheltgroves.com/
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Dick and Jean Billingsley
and on and on for Sandy Hook ( I have a 140 entry email list)  but what I really would like is names outside of SH:
Elise Rutland
Jason Herz
Michael Siddall
Fern Walker
Linda Williams
but I am really short of naming others who would have an interest in the woods.
and a poster on the bulletin boards.
Venue will be a trick but maybe we will get a handle on how many are coming and can impose on the DoS for a space or
ask to use the SCPI board room.

Then we have to think who will form the board and so far here is my thinking:
President - me
Vice President - Michael Davidson.
Secretary/Treasurer - Gertrude Pacific. Now I know this looks like a big take on BUT I have set up software to do most
everything very smooth - except take minutes ( and meeting will be rare I expect and I can record them if worse comes
to worse). So, I could do the work but Gertrude sign off on it. On the other hand if there is someone who can do one of
the two jobs then we grab them.
Directors:
Two from SHCA
Mike Sutcliffe
Marilyn Jares
and one more does it.
The actual officers are not elected until after the General meeting that selects the directors and then the directors do
the officers among themselves.

There! That gives you something to do<grin> but I really do need input - can't do it alone.
Cheers,
Bob
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Sechelt Groves Society   

       c/o 5866 Deerhorn Drive, Sechelt, B.C., V0N 3A4 
     Email: secheltgroves@eastlink.ca  
      Web Site: http://hiddengrove.net 
  Phone: 604-885-5766 
 

 
BY EMAIL as PDF 
 
Date: April 5, 2011 
 
Sandy Hook Community Association 
 
Attn: Kirk Exner, President 
 
Re: Sechelt Groves Society Funds 
 
Dear Kirk, 
 

Thank you very much for the nice phone call advising the SHCA has allocated $750 to the Society 
as start-up working capital for our first 2 years. This money will certainly assist us in our transition. 

You asked that I outline the director setup in our bylaws. Very simply put they state that the Society 
will reserve two spots on the board for SHCA board members and the Society will consult with the 
President of the SGCA before choosing them. In essence this means that the Society could reject 
a suggestion by the President but I think there is little likelihood of that. We just don’t know who will 
be running the Association 5 years from now and maybe some of the board members will not be  
desirable then. 
 
The full wording applicable reads Part 26 (4): 
The directors shall prepare at least 30 days prior to the annual general meeting, a slate of 
nominees for the positions of all directors and shall include the slate in the annual general meeting 
announcement. Included in any slate prepared shall be no fewer than two nominees from the 
Board of the Sandy Hook Community Association who have been selected by the current directors 
in consultation with the president of the Sandy Hook Community Association and who have 
confirmed their willingness to serve as directors of the society. Should one or more of the Sandy 
Hook Community Association board members selected decline to serve then replacement director 
nominees may be chosen from the society membership. 
 
I hope this clarifies things for you and again thank you and thanks to the Board of the Association. 
 
Sechelt Groves Society 
 

Per:  R. B. D’Arcy  (Computer Signature) 
 
Bob D’Arcy 
 Pro tem President  
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Sechelt Groves Society   

       c/o 5866 Deerhorn Drive, Sechelt, B.C., V0N 3A4 
     Email: secheltgroves@eastlink.ca  
      Web Site: http://hiddengrove.net 
  Phone: 604-885-5766 
 

 
BY EMAIL as PDF 
 
Date: April 5, 2011 
 
Sandy Hook Community Association 
 
Attn: Kirk Exner, President 
 
Re: Sechelt Groves Society Funds 
 
Dear Kirk, 
 

Thank you very much for the nice phone call advising the SHCA has allocated $750 to the Society 
as start-up working capital for our first 2 years. This money will certainly assist us in our transition. 

You asked that I outline the director setup in our bylaws. Very simply put they state that the Society 
will reserve two spots on the board for SHCA board members and the Society will consult with the 
President of the SGCA before choosing them. In essence this means that the Society could reject 
a suggestion by the President but I think there is little likelihood of that. We just don’t know who will 
be running the Association 5 years from now and maybe some of the board members will not be  
desirable then. 
 
The full wording applicable reads Part 26 (4): 
The directors shall prepare at least 30 days prior to the annual general meeting, a slate of 
nominees for the positions of all directors and shall include the slate in the annual general meeting 
announcement. Included in any slate prepared shall be no fewer than two nominees from the 
Board of the Sandy Hook Community Association who have been selected by the current directors 
in consultation with the president of the Sandy Hook Community Association and who have 
confirmed their willingness to serve as directors of the society. Should one or more of the Sandy 
Hook Community Association board members selected decline to serve then replacement director 
nominees may be chosen from the society membership. 
 
I hope this clarifies things for you and again thank you and thanks to the Board of the Association. 
 
Sechelt Groves Society 
 

Per:  R. B. D’Arcy  (Computer Signature) 
 
Bob D’Arcy 
 Pro tem President  





Informal Minutes of Meeting April 21, 2011 taken by Bob D’Arcy 
 
Attendees: Bob D’Arcy and Michael Davidson for the Sechelt Groves Society (SGS) and Kevin 
Davie, Warren Hansen and Brian Smart for Sunshine Coast Community Forest (SCCF) 
 

1. After reviewing things that have been discussed at prior meetings, Kevin Davie outlined 
some goals and some outstanding items: 

a. While he did not go into detail he confirmed that something was progressing on 
the kiosk for the entrance to the trails. Hopefully he will report some success prior 
to him leaving SCCF. 

b. Interpretive Forest was reviewed as one of the SCCF goals: 
i. Signage: - There was considerable discussion on the use of signs to mark 

tree species and other points of interest to visitors and in particular school 
classes. It was agree that SCCF would order and pay for metal small 
signs that would be placed on posts at points of interest. Within reason, 
SGS would look after the posts and mounting at agreed spots. 

ii. Trails: - SCCF must finalize the trails they envisage that will reach outside 
the Grove and be used in order to show regeneration of harvested areas. 
SGS would build (within reason) trails similar to the current Grove trails 
for SCCF.  

 
c. De-commissioned Road: - SGS explained that at a meeting about a week ago 

Warren Hansen unexpectedly announced that the old logging road in the Sechelt 
Heritage Forest was now being considered as the haul road for harvesting of cut 
blocks AN008 - AN010. SGS expressed concerns for safety but just as 
importantly the disruption in what the Heritage Forest is all about. There is a 
more involved process to re-open such a road and SGS would have to oppose 
any  such plan going forward. This issue was not resolved at this meeting. 

 
2. Michael Davidson reiterated two concerns relating to cutblock AN009: firstly, that the 

wildlife tree patches be combined into a continuous strip from the HG eastern [municipal] 
boundary to the powerline to provide a continuous wooded route for the rerouting of the 
existing trail to the powerline.  Secondly, that the retention progessively increase to 
almost full retention as the harvesting approached the municipal boundary, as previously 
discussed with Warren Hansen. 

 
3. SGS outlined their plans for the handicap trail and the fund raising for it.  

a. Davie told SGS to contact Glen Bonderud with a copy to Patrick Marshall 
regarding the fund rising and the need for approximately $20,000 to complete the 
project. Specific mention should be made of the B&B Association support and the 
Tourist angle. There is a good chance that SCCF through their Economic 
Development division might be able to contribute a fairly large amount towards 
the cause. 

 
4. It was agreed that this set of minutes would be created and circulated and also that a 

Memorandum of Understanding would be prepared for agreement during the week of 
April 25th. 

 
5. Meeting adjourned. 



Informal Minutes of Meeting April 21, 2011 taken by Bob D’Arcy

Attendees: Bob D’Arcy and Michael Davidson for the Sechelt Groves Society (SGS) and Kevin Davie,

Warren Hansen and Brian Smart for Sunshine Coast Community Forest (SCCF)

1.  After reviewing things that have been discussed at prior meetings, Kevin Davie outlined some

goals and some outstanding items:

a. While he did not go into detail he confirmed that something was progressing on the kiosk for the

entrance to the trails. Hopefully he will report some success prior to him leaving SCCF.

b. Demonstration and Interpretive Forest was reviewed as one of the SCCF goals outside of the

Hidden Grove. :

i. Signage: - There was considerable discussion on the use of signs to mark tree species

and other points of interest to visitors and in particular school classes. It was agreed that

SCCF would order and pay for metal small signs that would be placed on posts at points

of interest. Within reason, SGS would look after the posts and mounting at agreed spots.

ii. Trails: - SCCF must finalize the trails they envisage that will reach outside the Grove

and be used in order to show regeneration of harvested areas. SGS would build (within

reason) trails similar to the current Grove trails for SCCF.

c. De-commissioned Road: - SGS explained that at a meeting about a week ago Warren Hansen

unexpectedly announced that the old logging road in the Sechelt Heritage Forest was now being

considered as the haul road for harvesting of cut blocks AN008 - AN010. SGS expressed

concerns for safety but just as importantly the disruption in what the Heritage Forest is all about.

There is a more involved process to re-open such a road and SGS would have to oppose any

such plan going forward. This issue was not resolved at this meeting.

2. Michael Davidson reiterated two concerns relating to cutblock AN009: firstly, that the wildlife tree

patches be combined into a continuous strip from the HG eastern [municipal] boundary to the powerline to

provide a continuous wooded route for the rerouting of the existing trail to the powerline.  Secondly, that

the retention progressively increased to almost full retention as the harvesting approached the municipal

boundary, as previously discussed with Warren Hansen.

3. SGS outlined their plans for the handicap trail and the fund raising for it.

a. Davie told SGS to contact Glen Bonderud with a copy to Patrick Marshall regarding the fund rising and

the need for approximately $20,000 to complete the project. Specific mention should be made of the B&B

Association support and the Tourist angle. There is a good chance that SCCF through their Economic

Development division might be able to contribute a fairly large amount towards the cause.

4. It was agreed that this set of minutes would be created and circulated and also that a Memorandum of

Understanding would be prepared for agreement during the week of April 25
th

.



5. Meeting adjourned.



April 25, 2011 Memorandum of Understanding between Sunshine Coast Community Forest
(SCCF) and Sechelt Groves Society (SGS)

1) 1) Nothing in this agreement fetters the right and legal obligations under the provincial laws
pertaining to the operation of the SCCF.

SGS will promote multiple use and support the community forest.
1. SCCF will investigate or in the alternative assist SGS in having SGS added as an additional

insured to the main liability policy of either SGGF or the District of Sechelt. It is understood that
there may be special Conditions or Warranties to review. This shall be given high priority.

2)  SGS may proceed with the building and improvement of trails and amenities throughout the Hidden
Grove (HG) subject to any required approvals from the Provincial authorities and advice from SCCF.
SCCF approval is automatic unless SCCF objects and then the parties will confer to resolve any
differences.

3)  SCCF will be responsible for locating any trails outside the Sechelt Heritage Forest (SHF) or HG and
will confer with SGS as to their construction using SGS Trail builders.

4)  SCCF will proceed with the finalization of a process whereby a log kiosk or sign structure will be in

large part donated to SGS for erecting at the start of the main trails.

5)  SCCF will supply or fund small signs for installation by SGS – signs that identify points of interest

in the HG – to help with the interpretive forest aspects of the HG and beyond.

6)  With respect to the HG, SCCF recognizes, accepts and supports, to the extent that the

SCCF bylaws allow, the Constitution of the SGS that reads in part:: i) “. The purpose(s) of the society

(are): ii) To work to preserve, enhance and maintain ... those areas colloquially known as the

Sechelt Heritage Forest and the Hidden Grove; This area is defined as those parts within the

District of Sechelt Municipal boundary.

iii) To organize for the development of amenities within the designated areas for the access

and enjoyment of the general public, those with physical handicaps and education of

school children and the general public;

iv) To promote and develop amenities that will aid in the education of the public and particularly

school children, in the wonders of and value of such preserved natural recreationforest

areas;

v)  To assist the local tourism industry to promote and utilize the areas provided such use is

not in conflict with the main purpose as set out in section 2 a) above as determined by the

membership and executive;

vi) To raise funds as needed for the furtherance of the activities of the society without purpose

of gain for its members, and any profits or other assets of the organization shall be used

solely to promote its objectives; “

7)  SCCF will assist the SGS wherever reasonable in achieving its mutual interest mandate for the public
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forest including by providing funds directly or assisting in identifying and soliciting funding from other

sources.

8) SGS, within its bylaw restraints, will assist the SCCF wherever reasonable in reaching its mandate

as a community forest.

AGREED THIS _____DAY OF APRIL, 2011-04-23

For the Sechelt Grove Society For the Sunshine Coast Community Forest

Robert D’Arcy-President



April 25, 2011 Memorandum of Understanding between Sunshine Coast Community 
Forest (SCCF) and Sechelt Groves Society (SGS) 

 
 

1) SCCF will investigate or in the alternative assist SGS in having SGS added as an additional 
insured to the main liability policy of either SGGF or the District of Sechelt. It is understood 
that there may be special Conditions or Warranties to review. This shall be given high 
priority. 

 

2) SGS may proceed with the building and improvement of trails and amenities throughout the 
Hidden Grove (HG) subject to any required approvals from the Provincial authorities and 
advice from SCCF.  SCCF approval is automatic unless SCCF objects and then the parties 
will confer to resolve any differences. 

 

3) SCCF will be responsible for locating any trails outside the Sechelt Heritage Forest (SHF) or 
HG and will confer with SGS as to their construction using SGS Trailbuilders. 

 
4) SCCF will proceed with the finalization of a process whereby a log kiosk or sign structure will 

be in large part donated to SGS for erecting at the start of the main trails. 
 

5) SCCF will supply or fund small signs for installation by SGS – signs that identify points of 
interest in the HG – to help with the interpretive forest aspects of the HG and beyond. 

 

6) With respect to the HG, SCCF recognizes, accepts and supports, to the extent that the 
SCCF bylaws allow, the Constitution of the SGS that reads in part:: 

i) “.    The purpose(s) of the society (are): 
ii) To work to preserve, enhance and maintain ... those areas colloquially known as the 

Sechelt Heritage Forest and the Hidden Grove; 
iii) To organize for the development of amenities within the designated areas for the 

access and enjoyment of the general public, those with physical handicaps and 
school children; 

iv) To promote and develop amenities that will aid in the education of the public and 
particularly school children, in the wonders of and value of such preserved natural 
recreation areas; 

v) To assist the local tourism industry to promote and utilize the areas provided such 
use is not in conflict with the main purpose as set out in section 2 a) above as 
determined by the membership and executive; 

vi) To raise funds as needed for the furtherance of the activities of the society without 
purpose of gain for its members, and any profits or other assets of the organization 
shall be used solely to promote its objectives; “ 
 

7) SCCF will assist the SGS wherever reasonable in achieving its mandate for the public forest 
including by providing funds directly or assisting in identifying and soliciting other sources. 

 

8) SGS, within its bylaw restraints, will assist the SCCF wherever reasonable in reaching its 
mandate as a community forest. 

 
 
AGREED THIS _____DAY OF APRIL, 2011-04-23 
 
For the Sechelt Grove Society  For the Sunshine Coast Community Forest 
 
 
_______________________   ____________________________ 

 Robert D’Arcy-President   
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Robert D'Arcy

From: Robert D'Arcy <rdarcy@dccnet.com>
Sent: April-27-11 7:09 PM
To: HiddenGrove-Work (workparty@hiddengrove.net)
Subject: Sechelt Groves Society Thanks You

Hello to all you Trailbuilders,
In all the rush to get the new Society setup we have not expressed our appreciation to all of you for all your
dedicated work in the Hidden Grove (and the SHF too). We wish to tell you now, as a very small gesture of our
thanks, we have come up with something we can afford<grin>

We are pleased to confirm that all of you who get this email as active Trailbuilders will get your 2011
membership in the Sechelt Groves Society for free. If you have already paid your membership, thanks, and we
are applying this offer to your 2012 membership.
We know it ain’t much but we hope it conveys our heartfelt thanks to all of you for the many years of hard
work.

We hope to see you at our first General Meeting on May 9th.

For the Sechelt Grove Society,
Bob D’Arcy (President Pro Tem) and Michael Davidson (humble secretary pro tem too)

Two (2) PS’s
1.         I may be in touch if I don’t have your particulars – address and so on.
2.         There is a nice album of pictures of much of the hard work on the “back stairs” on the website now.
http://secheltgroves.com
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              Sechelt Groves Society   

                                              c/o 5866 Deerhorn Drive, Sechelt, B.C., V0N 3A4 
                                          Email: secheltgroves@eastlink.ca  
                                          Web Site: http://secheltgroves.com 
                                       Phone: 604-885-5766 
 
 
 
Date:  April 29, 2011 
 
 
District of Sechelt, 
2"d Floor, 5795 Cowrie Street 
Sechelt, B.C. VON 3A3 
 
Attn: Connie Jordison 
 
Re: Sechelt Heritage Forest 
 
Dear Connie, 
 
I am not sure if this is directed to the right person so please pass it on if it is better served with 
someone else. 
 
First, over the past few days staff has been trying to help me by looking for documentation that 
substantiated a memory. While many references have been found a hard document is still elusive. 
Maybe by the time this letter is processed there will be some luck in the quest. 
 
The community memory is that sometime back in about 2002 or 2003 (but maybe later) the 
Province turned over care of the Sechelt Heritage Forest (Note: not the Hidden Grove) to the 
District of Sechelt. The District in turn recognized the efforts of the Trail Builders of the Sandy Hook 
Community Association (SHCA) and empowered them and assigned them to maintain the trails in 
the Forest. The permission may have been subject to overall approval of anything new by the 
Parks Department. With that proviso some insurance or a hold harmless followed so that the Trail 
Builders and SHCA were protected from third party problems. And so it has slept for nigh on these 
many years. 
 
With effect March 8, 2011 the Trial Builders became a function of the new Sechelt Groves Society 
with the concurrence and cooperation of the SHCA. This letter is formal notice of the change and a 
request that the indemnity provided previously to the Sandy Hook Community Forest move over to 
the new Society. 
 
Secondly, you are also aware that the Trail Builders first under the cloak of SHCA and now under 
the auspices of the Sechelt Groves Society (SGS) are creating trails, assisting in parking 
provisions and many more ambitious projects in the Hidden Grove. All projects are approved by 
the Sunshine Coast Community Forest (SSCF) and, where required, by the Province. We have 
been regularly requesting the SSCF to arrange for the Society to be added as an additional 
insured under the insurance policy of the SSCF but it seemed to just get put off. 
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Last week we were advised that the SSCF insurance is provided by an endorsement to the main 
Municipal Liability policy of the District and that the entire SSCF is not operated as a separate 
independent limited company but rather all its functions fall under the consolidate financial 
arrangements of the District. The forgoing has been a rather longwinded request that 
arrangements be made soonest for the SGS to be added as an additional insured under the policy 
applicable. We are looking only for third party or liability insurance and not for any more 
sophisticated covers such as Directors and Officers coverage. 
 
As you may be aware we are on the launch pad for starting a major project – a handicap trail – 
and we would like something in place soonest. 
 
My apologies for the length of this letter but it was not easy to boil down. 
 
Thank you very much and we look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sechelt Groves Society 

per: R.B. D’Arcy (computer Signature) 

President Pro Tem 
 



FIRST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
SECHELT GROVES SOCIETY 

Monday, May 9th, 2011 
Meeting of the Membership and Guests 

 
  
Meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by Pro Tem President, Bob D'Arcy  
  
1) President introduced Head Table  
   Attendees were referred to the agenda handed out  
 
  
2) Rules of Order were outlined by the President  
 
  
3) President gave an introductory report outlining a brief history of the Society and why it was   formed 
along with the overall goals of the Society as governed by the constitution.  
 
  
4) President gave the report of the Nominating Committee:   
  
   a) The proposed list of the maximum 8 board members of the Society was circulated with the notice 
of meeting and is comprised of Bob D'Arcy, Michael Davidson, Gertrude Pacific, Gray Waddell, 
Rupert Clark, Michael Siddall, Douglas Smith, Mike Sutcliffe  
 
   b) Board Members will serve rotating two year terms  
   c) Officers will be elected by the Board Members in a subsequent meeting (within 10 Days)  
   d) In consultation with the President of the Sandy Hook Community Association, two (2) Board 
positions were offered to Board members of the SHCA in accordance with Bylaw 25 of the Society.  
   e) Nominations are not allowed from the floor  
   A MOTION to accept the above items was made by Rupert Clark, seconded by Betty Keller and 
passed unanimously. 
 
  
5) Treasurer’s report –  
   a) A pro tem financial report (on the back of each agenda handed out to all attendees) was read out 
   b) The fiscal year of the Society will be January 1 to December 31 of each year  
   A MOTION to accept the above items was made by Douglas Smith and seconded by Michael 
Siddall, passing unanimously. 
 
  
6) Membership Report - 
   a) Total members paid up to date are: 29  
   b) MOTION:  
      For the calendar year of 2011 membership dues are $10 for an individual for one calendar year, 
however provision is made for other levels of membership, notably:  
         i) Friend or Silver at $50  
         ii) Sponsor or Gold at $100  
         iii) Lifetime at $1000  
         And members of the work party (as defined by M. Davidson) shall be entitled to a free 2011 
membership but if they have paid their 2011 membership a credit shall be given towards the 2012 
membership.      Moved by Gray Waddell, seconded by Rupert Clark and passed unanimously  
 
 
  



7) Planning Report (Michael Davidson) -  
   a) Davidson offered a map showing many of the works to come and then commented on each: 
      i) The Handicap Trail that we are raising funds for may include a loop near the Ancient Grove. 
      ii) Four new trails that are currently waiting for Provincial approval. 
   b) Parking may need to be expanded along the entrance to the lot to address overflows already 
happening.   
   c) Negotiations are underway with the Community Forest to possibly build some interpretive trails 
leading out of the Hidden Groves to further their educational mandate. 
   d) There is concern regarding a proposed cut block (AN009) on the eastern boundary of Hidden 
Groves as this could negatively affect the walking experience and possibly leave trees within the 
Hidden Groves open to wind damage.   
  e) A new stone staircase has replaced the original scramble up to the Pine Bluff view point. 
  g) Looking to the District for some proper traffic signs for free or close to free. 
   The report was received and some questions regarding the Community Forest input were fielded. 
                      
8) Open Discussion and Questions – 
   a) The possibility of selling memorial benches for designated locations within the Hidden 
Groves/Sechelt Heritage Forest was discussed. 
   b) Concern was raised over the possibility of Mountain Bikes using the trails. It was pointed out that 
neither they nor any motorized vehicles are permitted on the trails although there is currently no 
signage to that effect.   
9) Adjournment -  
   At 7:55 a MOTION to adjourn was made by Gray Waddell, seconded by Michael Siddall and passed 
unanimously. 
 



Part of Email to entire board – May 10, 2011 
 
4. The bylaws require that we hold a meeting within 10 days of the AGM to elect the officers. If no one 
disagrees,  this email to all opens a meeting today, May 10, 2011. The proposed slate is: President -Bob 
D'Arcy , Vice President - Gertrude Pacific and Secretary/Treasurer -  Michael Davidson. Now will 
EVERYONE RESPOND with a for or against or an alternate slate and if it goes OK we can close the 
meeting as soon as the "votes" are in. 
 

THEN 
 
FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 
The referenced meeting was adjourned at 0915 May 11, 2011 and the following results were recorded: 
 
In favour 8 Not in favour 0 
 
The new President is Bob D'Arcy and the new Secretary/Treasurer is Michael Davidson and for legal 
reasons to comply with the bylaws and in recognition of service the Board accepts Gertrude Pacific as 
Vice-President but without line of secession attached to the position. 
 
Bob D'Arcy 
President, Sechelt Groves Society 
http://secheltgroves.com 
 
 
 
 



As part of our fund raising efforts President Bob D’Arcy spoke at the Rotary Club of Sechelt on 
My 12, 2011. In Closing he said: 
 
“Yes, you could see it coming – we would be very happy if this Rotary Club would consider us 
as a recipient of some of your hard earned funds. It should be a no-brainer as you would be 
helping those who are disadvantaged  in wheelchairs, improving an already popular tourist 
destination in your own town, and helping a major community project to advance. As a bonus, 
anytime you want an escorted tour please do not hesitate to call us and we will be delighted to 
set it up. Also be sure and visit our website at www secheltgroves.com” 
 
 
 
 
 



Thank you very much for that kind introduction – It’s 
just the same as the one that I wrote and sent in! 
Now, I am here on a mission that has absolutely 
nothing to do with any and I mean any of the stuff in 
my bio. I am here about a couple of pieces of nature 
right in Sechelt that are in one word – wonderful. 
 
First there is the Sechelt Heritage Forest which is this 
rectangle on the map. You can see it is in the District 
of Sechelt and touches on the community of Sandy 
Hook. 
 
Back in 1998 the lumber companies who were eying 
the Heritage Forest agreed, under substantial public 
pressure, to allow the land to be preserved forever 
and set aside as a natural and interpretive forest. 
From the very beginning there were crews of 
volunteers who developed paths and maintained 
them. The District chipped in (no pun intended) and 
had the Parks folks even build a bridge over the small 
stream. The really persistent and dedicated person 
behind this great effort was a Sandy Hooker, Gertrude 
Pacific. I am pleased to tell you she is still involved in 
preserving forest areas and is a board member of our 
new Society – more about that later. 
 
Anyway, things settled down for a few short years 
when one day I got a phone call as then President of 
the Sandy Hook Community Association. A resident 
who lived up at the turnoff into Sandy Hook had 
spotted some plastic ribbons on trees across the road 
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from her and wanted to know what that was about. 
Damned if I knew. The nearest I was to tree hugging 
was a grade school friend called Holly and that was 
just a prickly affair.  
 
Along with a couple of other members we went to 
investigate and there was what is now called the 
Hidden Grove. And hidden it was. No one knew there 
were old trees and beautiful forest areas and a view 
point looking out over Sechelt and beyond to 
Vancouver Island. It had to be saved. First the 
Community Association formed a committee to 
specialize in this endeavour and I was the Chair of 
that as I remain today some 11 years later. I will not 
bore you with all the rounds of battle, the many 
lumber companies who claimed that 1000 year old 
trees were not rare enough to be saved. We knew it 
had to be saved. 
 
Early on the Hidden Grove Park Committee of the 
Sandy Hook Community Association started working 
on the District of Sechelt as the whole cut block laid 
within the District boundaries. The District in turn 
formally asked the Committee to do up a formal 
detailed plan for a natural or recreational forest area 
and that we did. The District applied to the Province to 
have the land turned over to the District to be a park 
but this failed. It seems that some other communities 
had tried something similar and then instead of 
keeping a park sold the land off to developers. The 
Committee was sort of on its own but not for long. 
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First, of course, the District of Sechelt encouraged us 
some. We then approached the Sechelt Indian Band 
to be sure we were not in breach of some 
understanding. The SIB agreed to support the project 
but with a minor change – do not use the work PARK. 
That would bar any native plant gathering activities 
and they wanted that privilege maintained. So then 
we became the Hidden Grove Legacy Committee of 
the SHCA. Whew! You should have seen the 
letterhead. The community Associations of the District 
gave us written support. Some of tourist groups 
jumped on the band wagon so that over a period of 
nearly 9 years we fought the good fight. In 2005 the 
District’s Community Forest came into play and guess 
what? They had tenure over the Hidden Grove and 
could clear cut it. At their first public meeting the 
residents showed up and the Chair of the Community 
Forest agreed to a 5 year moratorium on logging in 
the Hidden Grove. We wanted more than just a 
promise to 2011. Part of the mandate of a community 
forest is to utilize forest for other things besides 
cutting and chopping. The Community Forest then 
agreed to support the Grove as a primary recreational 
area for as long as they have tenure. That now 
appears to be 25 years and by that time, preserved 
and used, the Hidden Grove will be as sacred to 
Sechelt as Stanley Park is to Vancouver. No one will 
dare go logging in it. So where are we today? 
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First off, the Sechelt Heritage Forest is doing just fine 
so my remarks now will be restricted to what we call 
the Hidden Grove. The volunteer work parties have 
done wonders. Getting together twice a week in the 
fall and spring with once a week the rest of the year, 
these dedicated volunteers put in a good 2 and one 
half hours of real labour but for a coffee and cookie 
break. Trails have been set up through most of the 
Grove and others are contemplated. The trails are 
well marked with maps on posts at every trail 
intersection and color coding of every trail with colour 
markers. Stone steps that would be the envy of any 
bank or church have been hand crafted to the 
viewpoint. We are ready for some new projects – 
ones that cost big money. 
 
In November with help from the District and the 
Community Forest we were able to install a hard 
surface parking lot with space for 12 cars, 2 buses 
and 2 vans. There is still work being done but it is 
usable and much appreciated by Grove users. 
 
Grove users? How many are we talking about? Even 
on a rainy cold winter day you do not drive into an 
empty parking lot. There are always one or more cars 
waiting empty to take their Grove users back home. 
Now with nicer weather the parking lot is sometimes 
full and folks must park out on Inlet Road. Best 
assessment including trying out a motion sensitive 
camera are between 50 and 80 car loads on any 
weekend day and still 30 to 50 on weekdays, We 
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have no tally on how many in each car but usually it is 
2 or more so call it 3. Using the middle of the  
estimates we have we are looking at over 1000 
visitors a week every week from about April 1 to 
November 1 with about a quarter of the summer visits 
in the real winter months. And there are exceptional 
days. The Happy Hikers out of Gibson with over 100 
souls on one day. Once a bus load of visitors from 
Korea went through – 60 of them who unanimously 
said it was one of the nicest parts of their trip to date. 
That brings up the tourism aspect. We are located just 
4 klics from the provincial park. The Sunshine Coast 
Bed and Breakfast Cottage Owners Association rate 
the Grove high enough to kindly pay for our 
brochures. I have one for each of you. The B&B folks 
hand them out as a feature of the Sechelt area. The 
Sechelt Tourist centre down the way has a supply 
they hand out to visitors. There is a small supply on 
BC Ferries too. 
 
And here are a few pictures to give you more of the 
flavour of the Hidden Grove. 
 
What now?  
 
The Committee realized they were starting on 
activities that needed more attention than the 
Community Association could muster and that 
attention had to very focused if we wished to raise 
money. We needed a separate society with a 
constitution and bylaws that would enable us to issue 
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tax receipts to donors. With the full cooperation of the 
Community Association a new registered Society was 
set up – the Sechelt Groves Society. We had our 
Society paperwork finally on March 8th this year. We 
are in the process with Revenue Canada to obtain the 
right to issue tax receipts. 
 
And what is the first big project. A handicap trail 
suitable for wheel chairs and walkers into the ancient 
grove part of the forest. Such a trail must be: 5 feet 
wide with one foot shoulders each side, hard packed 
or paved surface and a grade not to exceed 5% 
anywhere. We have a large part roughed in already. 
We are talking a major hard surfaced trail of some 
length with nothing but beauty as one goes along it. 
And think about the future. With the current 
demographic of the Coast those who are using wheel 
chairs and walkers will only grow in numbers as the 
baby boomers mature. As an aside we already have 
one group pestering us for this trail that we did not 
think of. Moms with strollers are very limited on where 
they can go with their strollers or buggies, Here will be 
a whole new adventure. 
 
Now the volunteers are keen so we are down to 
money. Our most modest budget for material and 
machine time is about $16,000. So far we have 
$3000. in hand thanks to the BC ReHab Foundation. 
We have submissions out to the District, the SCRD 
the SC foundation and more. 
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Yes, you could see it coming – we would be very 
happy if this Rotary Club would consider us as a 
recipient of some of your hard earned funds. It should 
be a no-brainer as you would be helping those who 
are disadvantaged  in wheelchairs, improving an 
already popular tourist destination in your own town, 
and helping a major community project to advance. 
As a bonus, anytime you want an escorted tour 
please do not hesitate to call us and we will be 
delighted to set it up. Also be sure and visit our 
website at www secheltgroves.com. 
 
In any event, thank you very much for this opportunity 
to spread the word and I would be happy to try and 
field any questions you might have. 
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Canada tax receipt abil-
ity was very desirable to 
aid in the donor solicit-
ing. 

After a great deal of 
thought and considera-
tion the new Society 
was incorporated on 
March 8, 2011. Appli-
cation is in to Revenue 
Canada for tax consid-
eration. 

AND big plans are 
afoot. With the new 
parking lot pretty well 
completed we are now 
moving into new pro-
jects—all to make 
YOUR Hidden Grove 
even better for you and 
for your children and 
your visitors. Stay 
tuned. You ain’t seen 

In 2002 a Committee 
was formed in the 
Sandy  Hook Commu-
nity Association when 
markings of a logging 
company were spotted 
where we now find the 
Hidden Grove. For 
over 7 years the battle 
raged to gain some per-
manent protection of 
the area. The new 
Community Forest 
agreed to not log the 
Grove for as long as 
they have tenure over 
the land. On June 10th 
if was official—The CF 
had a new 25 year ten-
ure. 

With the protection 
battle over the Hidden 
Grove crews could turn 
to developing the Hid-

den Grove to be more 
accessible, easier to 
navigate and a real gem 
on the Sunshine Coast. 
It was soon realized 
that all the work in-
volved would stretch 
the already busy SHCA 
and so it seemed a 
dedicated new organi-
zation made sense. 
Also, some of the plans 
involved raising big 
money and a Revenue 

A New Society—Why Bother? 

Home Edition 

Sechelt Groves Society  

SPECIAL POINTS WE 
WRITE ABOUT 

�i��A new Society for the 
betterment of Sechelt 
and Sandy Hook 

�i��Handicap Trail project 
starting soon 

�i��New easy to follow 
guides in forest 

�i��Membership counts 

JUNE, 2011   VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1 

The Wheelchair Trail  
First of the new big 
projects should be 
starting in early July—a 
handicap trail for those 
in wheelchairs or with 
walkers (yes, and Moms 
with strollers too!). The 
trail starts at the north-
east end of the parking 
lot where a area for at 
least two handicap vans 
has been set aside. The 
trail is to run all the way 
into the “ancient 
grove” so the BIG trees 
can be viewed.  It is 

expensive! 

The trail will be hard 
surfaced, 5 feet wide 
with generous shoul-
ders and no grade in 
excess of 5%. Best esti-
mates are a cost be-
tween $14,000 and 
$20,000. We have gone 
out for grants and so 
far have raised over 
$6,200 dedicated to the 
project. Thank you to 
BC Rehab Foundation, 
SC Community Foun-

dation and the District 
of Sechelt for their gen-
erous gifts. 

We have a long way to 
go but we are working 
on it and just know we 
will get there. 

Your society  Board of 
Directors 

�i��President—Bob 
D’Arcy—885-5766 

�i��Vice President—
Gertrude Pacific 

�i��Secretary/
Treasurer—Michael 
Davidson 

�i��Directors: 
Rupert Clark—SHCA 
Gray Waddell—SHCA 
Doug Smith—Village 
Michael Siddall—East 
 Porpoise Bay 
Mike Sutcliffe—Work   
 parties 

On the Web—secheltgroves.com 

SPECIAL THANKS  
To the Sunshine Coast 
Community Forest for 
so much of the Parking 
lot work and to the 
District of Sechelt for 
machinery and signs. 



future building. Some-
one makes the maps and 
sees to the mounting for 
you guidance. 

That “Someone” IS 
NOT THE GOVERN-
MENT OR A CORPO-

RATION. It is volunteers in 
work parties and in organiza-
tional roles who do every-
thing gratis. 

From 6 to 12 volunteers get 
an email of where to meet 

Someone keeps the trails 
cleared of fallen trees after a 
wind. Someone fills in the 
wet spots and grooms the 
trails. Someone locates new 
trails and lays them out for 

up twice a week They go out 
and do all that work for 3 or 
4 hours—every week (Ok 
not Christmas). Just a quick 
break for coffee and a 
cookie and then back at it. 
Most are from Sandy Hook 
but we have a Tuwanek and 
a West Sechelt volunteer. 

If you one of the workers be 
sure an give them a special 
thank you. Years of wonder-
ful effort earns it. 

Trail Builders and Trail Work 

Save a stamp—
You can drop it in 
the brass mailbox on 
the porch instead 

Save Time 
AND a 
Stamp. 

Go to our 
website and 
join online 
using your 
credit card 

safe and 
fast 

www. 

secheltgroves.com 

NOTE: Tax receipts are NOT available at this time 

A SPECIAL THANK 
YOU 

This one to the Sunshine 
Coast Bed & Breakfast, 
Cottage Owners Associa-
tion  who very kindly 
sponsor our classy, glossy 
brochure. Many of these 
are handed out at B&Bs 
and campgrounds through-
out Sechelt. A supply is 
kept up  at the Sechelt Visi-
tors Centre and they are 
very well received. This is 
the second year they have 

Do you or your family or visitors go to the Hidden Grove or Sechelt Heritage Forest? 

Did You enjoy it and feel it is well looked after? 

Should it should be preserved and always available to all? 

If the answer is YES to any of these then:  

Join the Sechelt Groves Society and maybe donate too. 

Yes, we can use the money but the important thing is memberships. When we 
apply for a grant we get a lot more attention if we have 100 members than if we 
only have 40. 

Help swell our membership list.    IT IS IMPORTANT.    We cannot do it alone. 



 
     
  
  
 Building a better community for tomorrow.  Today. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
June 1, 2011 
 
Sechelt Grove Society  
 
Dear Bob D’Arcy ,    email: secheltgroves@eastlink.ca 
 
Re:  Hidden Grove Handicapped Trail   
    
Your application regarding the above named project was recently reviewed by the Sunshine 
Coast Community Foundation board of directors.  I am pleased to advise you that a grant in the 
amount of $2,200 has been approved.     
  
These funds will be provided to you on the understanding that your project will be completed 
within 10 months and further that you will provide us with an evaluation of the project with  
receipts if applicable by March 15th, 2012. An evaluation form can be found on our web site at 
www.sccfoundation.com . Any recognition that you could give the Sunshine Coast Community 
Foundation for this grant would be appreciated. Our logo is available by request and we would 
welcome receiving project pictures that may be used by our foundations for public relation 
purposes.  
 
You, or a member of your committee, are invited to attend a short ceremony on June 13th, 2011 
at 7:00 pm at the Seaside Centre to receive your cheque. We are pleased to assist your 
organization with this important project and wish you every success.  
 
Yours truly, 
Peter Bogardus  
Chair, SCCF 
 
Please RSVP your attendance on June 13th, 2011 and confirmation on who will be 
attending to   
eliserudland@dccnet.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(A database generated email to members and some others)

You may want to open the attached map for reference.

Hello again to all Sechelt Groves Society supporters,

MORE OF HIDDEN GROVE AREA IS PROTECTED
You are all aware of the recent walk about in the Hidden Grove conducted by
Community Forest Ops Manager Dave Lasser. It was primarily to review the cutting
plans for what are called Blocks AN8, AN9 and AN10 all of which are close to the Grove
above and out towards the power line sort of. 8 and 10 are really of no concern but AN9
is another story.

AN9 really borders on the north east side of the grove and some of our Green trail goes
through it. We have long recognized that we might have to move the green trail since it
is clearly outside the Grove and District boundaries. Our biggest concern was blow down
and light pollution into the Grove by cutting too close and in particular near our post 19.
On the map you can see the little square block that juts in. Light might well penetrate all
the way to the Lonely Giant spoiling the abeyance forever.

On Wednesday the 28th we met with Dave. After a brief introduction, Dave pushed a
map into the centre of the table and drew two lines on it. No logging within those. We
were very pleasantly stunned.

You can see that the little bit past post 19 is saved. But so too is a very nice large chunk
enclosing the green trail towards the north. The green trail can remain fully protected. It
is like a good sized enlargement of the Grove.  These areas had always been legal cut
blocks even going back to the Interfor and Canfor days. Folks, this is a very generous
concession and we can celebrate.

While it is expected that any heavy equipment can be brought in from the east over a
long deactivated logging road it is not practical for the hauling out of the logs. Dave tried
to get the now defunct Silverback group to allow a road from the power line over to
Sechelt Inlet Road but with them in receivership no decision could be obtained. That
leaves reactivating the old logging road through the lower part of the Sechelt Heritage
Forest – down where the chain is for the former entrance to the Lion’s Club tree farm.

Logging of all three blocks is expected to start towards the end of this month and will
only go on for about 6 months – the winter months thank goodness. Dave has done this
before and will do it in a most sensitive way taking care to disturb as little as possible on
that short stretch of road. There will be no new roads. There will be a flagman when
trucks are moving out so those coming down the hill curves will be safely controlled. At
the end of the logging they will deactivate the road, restore it as best can be done and
will even sow grasses to help Mother Nature take over again better than now. That will
be the end of logging near the Grove for probably 100 years.

A letter from the Society of support for the road opening was requested and after a
unanimous vote by your board such a letter (with lots of provisos!) was sent out today.

THE HANDICAP TRAIL



Hello all SGS members,

I thought you might like an update on how things are going with the Hidden Grove so
here goes:

a) Trail building and maintenance is ably supervised (sort of) by Michael Davidson
and if you want to get the flavour of what goes on just go to
http://secheltgroves.com/work.html where each of the little daily notices of what
the work parties will do is recorded. A work party is on the job every 3 or 4 days
usually for about two and a half hours.

b) Brochures – we have revised them only slightly by adding a couple of pictures. A
new order is in being paid for by a generous donation from the B&B Association.
The B&Bs and the Tourist Bureaus are supplied with the brochures throughout
the year. The folks at the Tourist Bureau say the Hidden Grove brochures are
among the most well received and liked handouts they have. Many recipients
come back to the bureau to say how much they enjoyed the Groves.

c) The Handicap Trail fund raising is rolling right along. As of this email date the
fund has reached $5,200 based on two grants – BC Rehab Foundation and
Sunshine Coast Community Foundation. See and monitor the thermometer at
http://secheltgroves.com/

d) Organization – after our very successful first General Meeting we have a full
board and all officer positions are filled. See details at
http://secheltgroves.com/about.html

e) Membership – after a burst at the start it has really quieted down. We need
membership to show how we are supported by the public and for those day to
day funds that pay for signs and posts and others bits and pieces. PLEASE
implore your friends to join especially if you or they use the Groves for recreation.
It is easy to join online with a credit card at http://secheltgroves.com/join.html or a
cheque can be mailed in.

We hope you favour these periodic updates on all the wonderful progress. And don’t
forget, ENJOY the GROVES and we would be happy to hear from you.

Your Sechelt Groves Society
Stay up to date at http://secheltgroves.com/

CC: All current members and some Sunshine Coast Officials and Officers
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