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Heritage
Forest

Nature's
work-in-progress

A praject of the Distriet of Sechell
and Sendy Hook Copmunity Association
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Early Sandy Hook

Once a completely forested mini-
mountain, pushing cool, green glades
Into Sechalt Inlet

1962 - Capliano Highlands promotes a frae
bus trip from Vancouver to promote
sulen of Ite lots for a fow dollare sach.

Firat lote sold on Coracis Drive waterfront
and went and of Sandy Hook road,

“Utliition "fireplaces; mood stoves; gas iamps;
shallow woll mystem; mivsraiie diry and
gravel rosds, simost Impaseatic after rain,

1967 -aren bolow Sandy Hook Road complately
clesrout by Biock Pros,; beautiful esaond-
growth forest gone; now an ugly wasteland,
“much to averyona's dingust.” saye local
plonesr.

Highlights back then -- welcome escape from
oty ta land of minimal taxee; plentiful
fioh; beautiful vistes, loafy cancpy, sandy
Poachaw — [fa in harmony with nasure,

Disirict and Neighbours Unirted

For 20 years the Sandy Hook Community
Assoclation (SCHA) has worked to improve
our rural, forested nelghbourhood,

Now, the SBHCA ls working to save the Sechelt
Heritage Forest, This 55-acre tract stands
43 the only natural buffer between Sandy
Hook and heavy reeldential development
slated for adjacent sreas.,

The Forest |s owned by the Province of British
Calumbla, but lles within the boundaries of the
District of Sechelt.

Over 100 Sandy Hook familles signed & peti-
tion to present to the Ministry of Forests
and the District of Sechelt Council,

In June, 1993, the Sechelt Councll voted
unanimously In favour of our &l and for-
warded a request to the Minletry of Forests
for transfer of the Forest to the District.

SHCA hae glvan ite commitment to the
District of Sechelt to maintain the simple
trall through the forest.

SHCA has Included the Sechelt Heritage
Forest project in Sandy Hook's submission to
the Official Community Plan. Our plan also
dddresees other I5suea reisted to preserving
the environment, while aliowing for future

development.



The Secrets of the Forest

Our small forest guards many secrets. We
brought in experts in the natural sclences and
asked them to tell us what they found They
confirmed what we suspected. we are living
beside a treasure trove - a forest that supporis
rare mosses, a variely of ferns, anclent trees
(one over 8 feet in diameter), a pond fed by n
trickling stream. It's a fragile ecosysiem that
shelters birds, bear, deer and even cougar.

Supported by

* Canadian Parks and Wilderness Sociaty
Gaorge Smith, Exsecutive Director

* Sechelt City Council
unanimous vote, Juna 1883

* Sandy Hook Community Assoclation
Annual Meeting, May 1893

! Her#aﬂ& Forests Soclety
Paullk, President

" Sechelt Marsh Protective Society
Tony Groenfield, Prosident

* shishdih curricutum mg
o joint gﬂjnl of ﬂt Indian Band &

' Marion Parker, B.A., M.A.
dendochronologist, archasologist

Ter?' Tayior, Botanist
ancouver Natural History Soclety

* Tuwanek Ra rs Association
Lindn Wll'!:l?f:i{ﬂl‘llildi nl

For more Informuatlon on the Sechelt Herltage
Forest, you are welcome to call 3853797
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Proatisesd by — Kandty Hook Conuoendty Asusclaiion
REV] Semdy Hook G8e C-1, Sechel, BC, VON-3AD, 1933



On the road from the Village of
Sechelt to Tuwanek (two
kilometers past Forpolse Bay
Fark) lies the beautiful

Sechelt Heritage Forest
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SHCA News Feb./96
4) Forest Trail & Cleanup: Gertrude will organize a three-pronged attack on the trails: 1) heavy chainsaw-
type jobi; 2) light debris 1o be cleared from the sides of existing trails, and 3) bush clearing on new trails. On
Woednesday, March 13, at 7:30 p.m. the crew will meet at the Davidson house to allocate jobs.  March 17 at 9:30
am,, people will gather to work on the trails, A lunch break with sandwiches and drinks will take place in the

forest, under a tarp if necessarv.



SHCA News Sept/o6

werg ROl ere (0 eXxpress Iheir views also,

The board discussed the mountain bike question al some
length at its Auguast 22 meeting. Ii concleded that:

1. The lcadership that saved the Sechelt Heritage Forest
from being clearcul, and persunded the Ministry of
Foresis 10 designate it as a passive recreation forest,
founded their arguments on the unique ecology of the
forest — its nch, diversified fern species, samples of old
growth trees, the shelter it provides for wildlife —and
they gave assurances that these charactenstics would be
preserved. We feel obliged 1o honour that commitment.

2. Because the tradls in the forest, built by volunieers,
were inended for walking and were not designed to
]mmmnwummumruﬂby mountain bikers
| could substanually damage the forest's sensitive ccosys-
e, i

Mountain Bikes in the Forest: The Board of Directors’ Position

Dhiring the diseussion of our recreation needs wiich followed the June annual general meeting of the Sandy Hook
Community Association, the question of whether mowntain bikes should be permitted in the Secheit Herttage Fovest
was congidered. [f was eventually agreed that the SHCA board of directors would consider the apinions which had
been expressed af that meeting and wowid invite, through our newstelfer, those Sandy Hook Associaiion members who

3, Rapid mounain bikes, speeding on tradls without any
waming device. would present a substanual hazard 1o
slower pedestrians, children and pets; they would crente
amxcty and discourage those with the fewest recreational
Opporenities.

4. A relanvely few mountain bikers could disproporionately
disturb the quiet and serenity which the substantially greaser
number of walkers come 10 the forest to enjov, (This
consideration will become even more imponant when the
areas adjoining Sandy Hook complete their planned devel-
opment, and many new residents join us in wanting 1o
refresh their sparits in the only bit of wilderness on the east
side of Porpoise Bay.)

3. There are many excellent nearby locations gutside our
smnll Sechelt Heritage Forest where mountain bikers can
enjoy their spor.

[F YOU HAVE ANY COMMENTS, PLEASE PHONE MICHAEL DAVIDSON AT 885-3797 OR DROP US A
NOTE AT SANDY HOOK SITE C-1. THANKS.
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Community Association '
RR# Sandy Hook Site C-1, Sechelt, BC, VON JAO

@
December 11, 1996 @ @ ;@ V

Councillor Rosina Giles
Distriet of Sechelt
Sechelt, B.C. VON 3AD
Dear Councillor Giles:
Re: Sechelt Heritage Forest
Fund Raising

Congratulations on vour re-election!

Onee again, thank you and the last council for supporting our efforts 1o continue creating and
maintmining teails in the Sechelt Hentage Forest,

Enclosed please find a sample of our recent efforts toward tund-raising (or the Forest, (Cur
community not enly supplies tools and labour toward the forest. but also we raise money for
matenals.) We hope that you will share them with other members of the Council,

They are uurrentlflr on sale for $12.00 for a package of six hand printed cards. Each package
contains three different images {two of each}, created by artisis Adelle Waddell and Gertrude
Pacific. Packages contain either floral or animal designs, or a mixture of bath. People have found
them to be a favorite for Christmas gilts.

Chnstian Kruse and his lJmuﬁlll‘F ul staff at the wonderful new library have agreed o display a
basket of these cands at the checkout desk, Purchases may be made right there.

Merry Christmas and Happy 1997 10 you and yvour family,

Y ours sincerely, -
__-':I'F _.-"r.-"’ - . .-__.r"' _l,-"’-"'lf .-: % [
Adede Loadel( Bty L iinhs
Adelie Waddell Gertrude Pacifie
secretary, Board of Directors Forest Commuites F

co: Chnstian Kruse
District of Sechelt Library



Sandy Hook mﬂmﬂ!ﬁ%}’i

Community Association
RA#I Sandy Hook Site C-1, Sachelt, BC, VON 3A0

December 11, 1996

Ferd Hamre, Operations Manager

Sunshine Coast Forestry District @ 5_@
7077 Duncan Street y

Powell River, B.C., VBA 1WI
Dear Ferd Hamre:
Re: Trails in the Sechelt Heritage Forest

Thank you for informing us, through Gertrude Pacifie, about the need for a formal communication regardimg our
plans for trails in the Sechelt Heritage Forest,

Enclosed please find 2 map showing the progress to date, and the proposed new trails,

Last year we hired Michel Frenette for ane day to flag new trails for us. ln the future, we plan to extend the exist-
ing trail east to eventually join up with Inlet Road. Members of the Sandy Hook Community Association will
provide the volunteer labour and tools.,

Also, we plan a new entrance to the forest from Forest Road, the only legal access to the forest from the Sandy
Hook side. We asked the District of Sechelt for monetary assistance to build a wooden stairway down into the
forest, We made a formal presentation to the District, with Board members Jim Ettinger, Michael Davidson,
Giertrude Pacific and me, showing maps and a stairway plan to the Councillors and Mayor. (The stairway design
was taken from your ministry's published information on trailbuilding ) Council approved our request and have
given us a check for over $300 for materials. Again, our community members intend to provide the tools and
labour.

We hope these plans prove aceeptable to the Ministry of Forests, The Sandy Hook Community Association Beard
of Directors would be delighted to take note of any suggestions vou might have to improve our plans. 1f vou feel
there is & need to visit in person, we would be happy to show you the Sechelt Heritage Forest (although our work to
date is so careful and uninvasive that you would not notice much difference) and to take any advice you might offer.

Please accept this letter as a request for approval. If any further information would be required, we would be
pleased to forward it to you.

Thank you for your continuing interest in our efforts to protect the Forest.

Sincerely,

i

Bula Hess=
President
BERS-2d42Y

ce: Rosina Giles, Chair, Planning and Environment, District of Sechelt
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