
 

Resurrection Lutheran Church                                                                                                                                            
To Live & Share the Love of Christ             Melissa Pagel, Vicar                  

 Sunday, December 24th, 2023 ,  Christmas Eve 
(Congregational responses are printed in Bold type.) 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 

Call to Worship  

There is room for you here. 

If you’re weary and worn, 

or hopeful and patient. 

If you’re tired and lost, 

or wrapped up in hope. 

If you’re new to this place, 

or have been here before. 

Come in, come in. 

There is room for you here. 

The angels are singing, 

“Be not afraid.” 

The angels are singing, 

“Good news and great joy!” 

So come in, come in! 

There is room for us here.        

 

O Come All Ye Faithful                                                   ELW 283 

 



 



Candle Lighting Liturgy  

 

How does a weary world hold onto hope, 

practice peace, spread joy, or know love? 

How does a weary world combat cruelty? 

How does a weary world shine a light into 

our bleakest night? 

We do all these things with God’s help. 

For tonight, a child is born in Bethlehem. 

Tonight, Christ draws near. 

Tonight, we light the Christ Candle. 

Tonight, we are not alone. 

God is near. Love has drawn close. 

Rejoice! For God loves this weary world. 

Amen. 

 

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly      ELW 276 



 
 

 

 

Blessed be God, 

the one who forms us, 

☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 

the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 

Amen. 



 

Call to Confession  

 

Did you know that a version of the phrase, “Be not afraid” is written in 

scripture as many as 365 times? That’s one for every day. God says, “Be 

not afraid.” The angels say, “Be not afraid.”Over and over again, we are 

told not to be afraid. 

Friends, that sentiment carries us into this moment of prayer. During the 

prayer of confession we are honest with God about the mess of our lives 

and we are met with God’s grace. God does not meet us with anger. God 

does not hold a grudge. God does not keep score. Instead, God wraps us 

in mercy and holds us in love. So be not afraid and join me in the prayer 

of confession. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 

Loving Christ, 

Scripture tells us that you were placed in a manger 

among livestock and hay 

because there was no place in the guest room. 

The space was full, and yet—your parents made room. 

 

Scripture tells us that shepherds arrived 

from the fields beyond town. 

The space was full, and yet—they made room. 

Scripture tells us that Mary pondered 

what the shepherds had to say. 

Her heart was full, and yet—she made room. 

Too often we assume there is no more room. 

Too often we choose exclusion and close off our hearts. 

Teach us how to make room for one another. 

Teach us how to make room for you. 

Carve out space in our hearts to love as you love, 

for we do not want to build hostility here. 

We want to build your promised day. Guide us forward. 



With hope and honesty we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Words of Forgiveness 

 

Friends, the angels say, “Be not afraid,” but they also say, “Unto you a 

child is born.” 

Christ is born for you. 

Christ walked this earth for you. 

Christ forgives you. That’s what love does. 

It makes room. It offers grace. It learns your name. 

So repeat these words of hope after me: 

Unto us a child is born. 

Unto us a child is born. 

Unto us grace is given. 

Unto us grace is given. 

May this good news change the very fabric of our lives. 

Christ has made room for all of us. Amen. 

   

Prayer of the Day 

 

Loving God, 

We have heard this story before— 

the story of a star in the sky and a baby who was laid in a manger. 

We have heard this story before— 

passed down in hopeful whispers through the generations. 

So this night, as we lean our hearts and our ears closer to you, 

we ask that you would make room in our souls to hear this story again. 

Make room in us for awe. 

Make room in us for wonder. 

Make room for heartache and compassion. 

Make room in our hearts for you. 

Pull us into the narrative, 

that we might hear the truths in this ancient Word 

as if it were the first time. 



For we know that you are still speaking. 

So speak to us again this night. 

We are listening. 

We are already making room. 

Amen. 

 

         

     WORD 
Reading; Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While 

they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him 

in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.[a] 

8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord 

stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[b] the 

Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,[c] praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[d] 
      15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the  shepherds    

said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2%3A+1-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24973a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2%3A+1-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24977b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2%3A+1-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24979c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2%3A+1-20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24980d


with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the 

manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them, 19 and Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them. 

 

    Sermon                                                    Melissa Pagel Vicar 

 

Hymn of the Day       Angels, from the Realms of Glory  ELW 275                                                   

 

 
 



Affirmation of Faith 

 

We believe in a God who makes room for us—who opens the door, 

pulls up a seat, puts the kettle on, and says, “Tell me everything.”  

We  believe that God not only treats us this way but also makes room 

For our neighbors, for strangers, and for our enemies. Jesus modeled 

this kind of room-making love when he said, “Let the children come 

to me, “and, “Let me wash your feet,” so we try to follow suit. In a 

world of closed doors, we believe in saying, “There is room for you 

here.” 

 

Prayer of the People  

 

Holy God, 

We have been waiting a long time for this night— 

for the joy and the quiet of Christmas Eve, 

for the sound of the angel chorus, 

for the old familiar songs. 

We have carried weary hearts through the last four weeks of Advent, 

longing for the peace and hope of this night, 

and now we’re finally here. 

So as we bow our heads, we offer you our most earnest and honest 

prayers, trusting that once 

again, you meet us where we are. 

So tonight God, we say thank you for the things in our lives that spark 

joy: 

Thank you for the gift of family recipes and crowded tables. 

Thank you for a slower schedule, as many approach vacation. 

Thank you for infusing this season with practices of generosity. 

Thank you for the bells, and the songs, and the candles in the windows. 

Thank you for the children who squeal with joy,and the neighbors who 

drop off cookies. 

Thank you for every ounce of beauty that marks this season; 

it has made it possible for us to join our voices with the angel chorus. 



However, God, even in the face of remarkable joy, we still bring weary 

and worried hearts to you this night. Because we know that many have an 

empty seat at the table this year. We know that many will celebrate 

Christmas from a hospital room. We know that many have crunched 

numbers over and over again to see if they could afford a gift. We know 

that for far too many, the holidays are a reminder that the world is still 

not as it should be. 

 

So in between our joy and our weariness, God, we ask that you would 

make room. Pour yourself into the cracks of our hearts. Bind yourself to 

our good days and our bad days. Carve out space for your love in the 

center of our beings so that no matter where we go we might trust the 

angels' song when they say, “Be not afraid,” and, “Joy to the world!” 

Until then, until the day when joy overpowers weariness, 

until the day when there is room for all at every table, 

until your promised day, Amen. 

 

The Passing of the Peace                                     

(Please be seated for the offering) 

 

The Offering and Noisy Offering 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

(Please stand) 

 

God of field and forest, sea and sky,  

you are the giver of all good things 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 

and multiply your graciousness in us, 

that the world may be fed with your love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.                                                                               

                    

                                      



                                               MEAL 
 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts 

We Lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give thanks and praise  

It is indeed right…Join their unending hymn: 
 

 

Holy, Holy                                                               ELW 207 

 
 

 



Words of Institution 

 

In the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus….Do this in remembrance 

of me. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen  

 

 Invitation to the table 

Jesus was always pulling up a seat, saving space, making room for 

people, and he has made room for you. 

So come to this Table. 

Come with your faith and your doubt. 

Come with your questions and your hopes. 

Come with your grief and your love. 

Just come because there is room for you here. 

This is Christ’s table. All are welcome. 

 

    

Communion Hymn   O Little Town of Bethlehem    

                                                                                ELW 279                



 



Prayer after Communion 

God of angel choruses 

and teenage mothers, 

there are a million other places we could be, 

but tonight we wanted to be here. 

Tonight, we needed to be here— 

online and in person, 

worshiping together 

on this joy-filled Christmas Eve. 

For when we gather around this Table 

we remember the ways that you always make room for us. 

You are always pulling up chairs, 

welcoming the children, the tax collectors, and the outcast. 

At your dinner party, no one gets turned away. 

Help us to carry that inclusive spirit into the rest of our lives, 

for we know that love like that 

is what turns weariness into joy. With grateful hearts we pray, Amen.      
         

      

     SENDING 
 

Candlelight Service  

 

(Please tip unlit candles toward that one that is lit. Continue passing the light 

until all candles are lit. You may carefully raise your candle during the 3rd 

verse) 

         

 



            

 
 

 



Blessing 

 Family of faith, as you leave this place, 

 you go into a weary world— 

  so speak tenderly. 

  Do the good that is yours to do. 

  Choose connection. Hold onto hope. 

  And remember that Christ took on flesh for you 

  You are God’s beloved. So go rejoicing. The world needs it.  

  Amen. 

 

(Extinguish the candles) 

 

 

 

Sending Song   Go Tell it on the Mountain      ELW 290 

 



 
 

           

 

 

 

 



Dismissal 

 

          Go in peace to live and share the love of Christ. 

         Thanks be to God. 

 

          ++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

This Week at a Glance- December 24th  

Monday Office Closed  

Tuesday- 9:00am Quilters   

Thursday- Food Pantry 5:30pm-7:30 pm 

 

We are looking for new Council members. The Council meets once per 

month. If you have any questions or feel you are a good fit, contact Vicar 

Melissa. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

December 31st  On going Adult Education starts at 8 am meeting in the 

upstairs lounge. We begin with Crossways: Present and Future, exciting 

ministry opportunities! 

 

St John’s Homeless Shelter 

SAVE YOUR USED CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Please save all your Christmas cards when putting away your Christmas 

decorations this year. We will be using them for a project at St. John’s 

Homeless Shelter next year. There will be a box placed  in the narthex 

after Christmas for them to be collected. 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 
 

                Thank you for the altar poinsettias. They look so beautiful.  

 

             Jim & Judy Gatske                                                       Sandy Krakow 

             In memory of Harvey & Ruth Wittig                          In memory of her Dad 

            Nell & Vic Gatske and Glen Tesch 

 

Jodi & John Koch                                                       Jean Halloran 

                               For family & Friends 

 

Jan Hansen 

In Memory of Dave Hansen                                       Jeff & Carol Borremans 

                                                                                In memory of Jesus 

Birth 

Eleanor Vogl 

In memory of Vogl family                                                                  

 

 

     Dick & Joanie Swigert 

 

 

 

                    Please be sure to pick up your poinsettias after worship.  

 



 

Greetings Crossways Community! 

  

We are excited to share one of the outcomes from our 

continued work on strategic planning. This fall, we 

gathered at Pine Lake Camp for our annual Crossways 

Board of Directors retreat. We were grateful for our time 

together in order to engage in deep discussion, board 

development exercises, and future planning for this 

ministry. 

  

After input from listening sessions, along with discussion 

and prayers of discernment, the board voted unanimously 

to adopt the following new mission and vision statements: 
 

  
 

 

Crossways Mission Statement:  

Following Christ's call to cultivate inclusive communities, 

equip servant leaders,  

and create formative faith experiences.  

  

Crossways Vision Statement:  

Crossways will establish space and programs for people of 

diverse ages, abilities, and backgrounds to connect their 

daily lives with the calling to care for neighbor and 

creation. 
 

  
 

 

Thank you for continuing to walk with us as invested 

members of the Crossways Community. We encourage 

you to remain actively involved and in communication 

with us as we grow this ministry together. Please do not 

hesitate to reach out with questions, comments, concerns, 

or requests. We look forward to your next visit to 

Crossways and a chance to live into our new mission and 

vision with you! 
 

Crossways Board of Directors 

Rich, Joe, Wendy, Beth, Chris, Melissa, Steve,  

Kim, Dan, Laura, Keith, Paul, Karoline, Craig, & Tom 
 

 

 

 

 



Assisting this week Dec 24th 

Usher: Gary McFarlane 

Communion Deacon: Jodi Koch 

Counters: Debbie La Plante & Larry Nelson 

Lector: Bill Hartung 

Assisting us next week Dec. 31st 

Usher: Gary McFarlane 

Communion Deacon: Jim Gatske 

Counters: Debbie La Plante & Larry Nelson 

Lector: Sandy Krakow 

 

Church Council Members                  

Vicar: Melissa Pagel       

Council President: Larry Peterson          Secretary: Jean Kaster 

Vice President: Bill Hartung                   Organist: Adria Cary 

Secretary: Jodi Koch                         Choir Director: Beth Krepline 

Treasurer: Debbie LaPlante       Financial Secretary: Chris Peterson                             

Resource & Finance: Jim Gatske  

Education: Debbie LaPlante                                     

Worship: Carol Borremans                                               

Food Pantry: Larry Peterson 

Celebration: Craig/Christina Marcin 

Church Support & Property: Bill Hartung      

 

Resurrection Lutheran Church 

1024 Shawano Avenue Green Bay, WI 54303 

Church Office (920) 497-7052 

www.facebook.com/ResurrectionLutheranChurch 

www.rlutherangb.com 

Email: rlutheranchurch@yahoo.com 
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